
SEDITION COMMITTEE, 1 918 

PRESIDENT 

Tl.e l-Ionble Mr. Justice ROWLATT. Judge of the 
Ai/ig s Bench 'Dioision of His Majesty’s 
High Court of Justice 

MEMBERS 

ri.c I-lou’ble Sir BASIL SCOTT, Kx., Chief Justice 
of Bombaif 

The Hon’blc Diwnn Bahadur C. V. KUMARASWAMI 
bAbIRI, Judge of the High Court of Madras 

T he I loij’hleSir VERNEY LOVETT, K.C.S.I., Member 
of the Board of Revenue, United ’Provinces 

Tl»o 1 lon'blc Mr. P. C. MITTER. JddiHond Member 
of the Bengal Legislative Council 


SECRETARY 

Mr. J, D. V, HODGE, Indian Civil Service, Bengal 







Agents for the Sale of cfovornniont 


of India Publioatiou} 


IN EUROPE. 


Coftstrthlo it Ct).. 10, SlVfOt, IHiH'ijU'r 

StjHsvK, I/milou, 

Vm\, TiTndi, TiUUm‘P it 
Carter La tie, i5,a, uriil «lTor1i 

L(>«d(>n, W.O. 

Domnnl Qnafltnh, M, <lrsvfk\« SU«,t, New 
lloud .Stceeti Lomltitj. W* 


V, S. A Sajw> U A >(, (heat Hmltli Blreett 
Weahtilnaler, London, fSAVi 
il* 8. ICluK A Co., 0r>, ConOilW, 35.0,, ninl \\ TnU 
Mall, T,ondo«> W, 

GrindlflV & Co., 5V, Ptvvliamunt Sfrret, Loiulon, 
8 v\Vi 


Luiac A Co„ Id, Civoat ItuaseU Streot, LoikKmi, 
W.O, 


W. 'nno'firr C-'., V:, Cnril JwUlr, Lonihpi), 1J,( 

T* ridn-r i.t.i,, I, Advljdvl 'I’nvvaxn 

IjOiihwp, \S'<C', 

^YKl. Wi'ri.iv .t, Muti, :: 1, C’iJvx iUr.uul 

Jl. It. iihfhuiK, «*iO A At, Ittcail j 
Hi» \ I’..,, )M, I'arnLrJrlni*. 

(lllvvf no t ll.iyit, 1 t'lnU't, 

)J. l*.tn MitiliVi l,M., I|0, (hafltjo Htruut, 

KhomI Jj'ii'OV, -''L It UP' fii'o.'H'arto, CaiLii 
.MalfliiOo Nl)li‘>IT, iliM ll iKor, Itulljind, 


m INDIA. AND mmm. 


Tlwckcc, Spfnk A Cih, CaUnitta and Sitiila, 
Nowmaw vt Co., Calcutta, 

31, Cftuihr&y A Co., CaltaUta. 
a. K. Uhiv'l A C<i., Calmvtia. 

D. Iian(?J-joo A Co*, CidcttUa, 

iTho I)i(Unn Boluiol SiimOy W, tLw 

Jiazvip Slcect, Calcutta, ami NawulH'ur, 
Dnccn, 

IMiUcrworth A Oo. (IinlliO, Ltd., Cnlculta. 

Kal M. 0. Spiivar Jialmdor and 8ons, WftA, 
llarrUon Woad, Calcutta. 

The Wc-Won Library, 18*5, Cliowyla^bfC lU>ad» 
Calcutta, 

etauduyd LUcratuta Company, I.luiUcd, Calcutta. 
Lftl Chund xt Suui, CaU-wtta. 

Hiyijlubotlmin A Co., Mad raw, 

Y. Kalyanaramiv lyor A Co,, Wftdra?, 

Q. A, Nat wan A Co-, Madran, 

S, Iluflby d; Co., Madras, 

Theimpflon xt Co., Madrid. 

'jornplo A Co„ Madm. 

r, M, Itama lyor A Uo,, MtuUaa, 

Va4 xt Co., Madras. 

E. M. Oopalaktisbua Kono, Mmtura, 

‘Phaoker & Co., Ltd., Mombay, 

A. J« Coinbridgo A Co., Mombay. 

1>. B. Taraporovaia, Sons A Co., Dombny, 
Mrs, Jiadlmbai Atmarawi 8agoon, Bombay. 
:Snndcr ranOiirang, Bombay » 


N/u.ijiUl .b II 'Ud av. 

Earn Chtimba A llf>n, ICal<«;nb:vl, 

Ib'iniiaV, 

't'lii' KiAUd'Ud Lxt ' blr 

MijUjpvIdA'i n ol,v-.t>nLi >1- 

A. It. Wtu'i'b'ir A vJitr, Ail.>b"xbi>>L t^Aiudla and 
Ibjudi.iy. 

N. lb >btibnr, .Uin att..'N;iilr Knunu lUml 

AilAbatpiil. 

Ital HntilU M. Uul xti Siui^tv .C ,MuHdd‘Atn 

I* Indnuo ntiit AH'iltub id, 

Uanm Kii.dina .t Mum. 1 

Supdl., AtihjIijuj Mapri-Jl Ml-ifboi TtOrti* 
lUUKUOH. 

Muuaui’f, ‘Itm ’* Mtt ivud.b^* NapV'^v. 

H. il, 'i’uluUdiC, PuipUnt.ii* MlU'b'uH A Co,, 
Conrji Ibbftr. 

A. M. A i* Vrrjiir'ii'Ti, th‘yl'>n^ 

Mnnnuer. V’dm’aitunid M«n)b DrpAirt, S’nn{oirnnd 
JUbhulptUV,* 

Mauailvr tit tint Imi-fitcsl lU'pftli?, ti'.t, 

Vlmndm^y t'lionw JUifr^r, Mrbii.' 

Mamaev, "Tin? Agm Mi-dbaJ Hall and Cn* 
iHM-mtlvo A^'uudullciu, l.txl/* 

U* A. Jniui A r.i., 

Mupili., Jbn'H ML'ilon tlnoju niul TrajT j>u|fn,d* 
tnry, MauH.diiry.* 
lb V/ir.nlui-hary A tVi., 

ill LbMrll, I'tbUrr, (U-., 7, b'nutti Itond, AUa* 
bnbivd.* 

Ham Mayal Apafwala, IHl, KuUo, AlbdiftbaiL* 
n. C, Aimml A 

Nmvftl ItUboie Vms* 


* Adoiila lor Ibo stilo of Lcshlattvo Department publlatloni guJy, 



No. 2884. 

• '\-\s 

Government ,p)p India. 

:r [ 0 M E 13 E P,, A R T M E N T. 


Delhi, the lOlh December 1917. 

0o£uHon. 

Tho GoviM'iiDr-GiMU'.ml in Council hns, with the npproviil of the 
ftoort'lmy of iStiito for India, decided to appoint a Oonuivittet; — 

(1) to inve.‘<ti{'ate and report on the iiatiire and oxtent of tlio 

criminal (lonspirac-icH connecti.'d with tli<5 revolutionary 
movinnent in India, 

(2) to (examine and con.Mider the diflicuitics that have arisen 

in dealing with such (MHispiracies and to advise as to the 
legislation, if any, necessary to enable Government to deal 
(•(fectivoly with them. 

The Government of India consider that for the proper examination 
of these (pieHtions a strong judicial element is essential in the. Ooinmitteo. 

They have succeeded in seenving the. services of Mr. Justice llowlatt 
of the king’s Reneli Division of Ilia Majesty’s High Court of Justice 
as President. 

'I’lio folhnviug have agreed to servo ns inombcr.H • 

'I'he Hon’ble Sir Basil Scott, Kt., Chief Justice of Bombay ; 

The, Ilon’jde Diwan Bahadur 0, V. Kumarnswnini Sa.stri, Judge 
of the High Court of Madras ; 

The Ifon’ble Sir Vermy I.ovett, K.C.S.I. Member of Board 
of Ue.vemio in the United Provinces ; and 
'rhe ifou’hle Mr. Pntvash Cliamlra Mitter, Valdl of the High 
Court, Calcutta, 

Mr. J. 1). V. Hodge, I.C.S., Bengal, has been appointed Secretary 
to the Committee. 

The (tommittee will assemble in Calcutta early in January li)18. 
It will sit in atment, but will l o given full access to all documentary 
(!vi(lence in tlie possession of Uovorimieut bearing on the oxisteuce and 
oxtent of revolutionary coiiHiiiracics in India and will supplemont this 
with such other evidence as it may consider necossary. 


Ordered that the Resolution bo pHl.(UBhcd in the Gazelle of Imlia. 

8. R. HIGNELL, 

Offg. Stcif, fo Ihe Clovt. of IwcKa. 



We Lad placed at our disposal by the Government of Bengal 
convenient accommodation at 4, Elysium How, Calcutta, and wo liavo 
had the services of a snflicient and competent clerical stafi. AVith 
the exception of four sittings which we held at Lfihore all our luoetlngs 
have taken place in Calcutta. As directed by the order appointing 
us, we have on every occasion sat in camera. 

Statements liavo been placed before us with documejitnry ovidonco 
by the Goveriiments of Bengal, JBombay, Madras, Bilinr and Orissii, 
the CcjitraJ Provinces, the United Province.s, the Punjab, and Burnm, 
as well as by the Government of India. In every caso except that of 
Madras we were further attended by oflicers of the Govenmrent presout- 
iug the statement, who gave evidence before us. In the two provinces 
in wbicli we held sittings, namely,' Bengal and the Punjab, wo further 
invited and secured the attendance, ns individuals or as deputed Ijv 
Associations, of gentlemen jvho, we thought, might give u.s infurnuitioii 
from various non-ofljcial points of view-. Our thanks are duo to all who 
canio' before us, whether oflicial or non-olRcial. 


The documentary cvidoice considered by us has been cxtitinelv 
yohiminous, particularly as rognid.s Bengal. In the case of this provinec 
it lias also been of a most complicated character. In view of this f lic 
Goverimient of Bengal had before our arrival deputed Messrs. C. TiinhiH 
and J. C. Nixoii of the Indian Civil Service to arrange the iiintcrinl.s in 
a .*'onn in which they could be intelligibly presented to us. I am 
specially requested by the Coinihittoo to achiiowledgc the able mid 
coiiscieutioiis way in which these gentlemen pcrfoimod a very arduiiiiH 
task. Without their Inboims our report must' have Leon delayed for u 
.period wliich it would be difficult to estimate. 


Owing to tlio materials for our considoration being so largely domi- 
mentary, we have had to devote much time to private study out of 
Cominrttee, assembling for the purpose of going over together Kroimtl 
thus inclividually explored. It is only by continuous olfort on thcHO 
hne.s tliat we have been able to present our report in reasonable time. 
We have held 46 sittings. 


Ill conclusion I have the pleasure, in association with the ntlior 
,7 tlio Committee, 7 expressing our tlmirks to our Soorotnry, 
Mr. rl. D. Y. Hodge ^ the Indian Civil Service, wlioso nssistniico has beetr 
in ecery respect invaluable. 


I have tho honour to bo, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

S. A. T. ROWLATT. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Republican or Parliamentary forms of government, as at present 
'Understood, wero neitlicr desired nor lorowji in India till after the cstab- 
lishmcnt of British rule. Iir iJic Hindu State the form of government 
was an absolute monarchy, though the Monarch was by the Hindu 
.Shantms hedged round by elaborate rules for securing the welfare of his 
subjects and was assisted liy a body of cormcillors, the. chie.f of whom 
■were Brahmins, members of' the priestly class, which derived authority 
from a time when the jniests were the solo I'cpositorics of knowledge and 
therefore the natural in.struments of administration. 

When the East India Company first began to trade in India the 
greater part of the country was under Muhammadan dynasties and had 
been more or leas under subji'ction to Muhammadans for some’ centurie.s ; 
•oven under them tlie chief ministers had, however, sometimes been 
Brahmins. In the middle of the 17th century the power of the Muliam- 
-madans was heginning to weaken. The Maratha leader Sivaji then 
roused and led the Marathas of Western India to cast off the Muham- 
'madanyoko. A Hindu kingdom was founded hy Sivaji’s grandson at 
•Watara (in the Bomliay Presidency), of which the chief jninistors were 
Brahmins. 

It was )iot long before blio Brahmin minister and his descendants 
hocame the rulers of ihe Deccan with the title of Pcslnva. They had 
their court at Xhiona and the government became botli in substance 
and appeuramic a Brabmin government. During a long minority of one 
of the Peshwas the (k /ncto ruler of Ihc Di^eeau was the minister Niina 
It'adviavis. He, as also his master tlie Peshwa, belonged to a particular 
•caste of Bralmiins known wj Ohitpavans, whose country of origin was the 
Konkiiii or coastal striji lying betwinm Bombay and (loa : for this reason 
they were also known as Konkanastbs to distinguish them from the other 
importunt Brahmin caste of the Deccan known ns the Dcsliasths, Nana 
Fadnavls wliile in power took the opportunity to oust Deshnsths from 
their administrative posts and replace them with Chitpavans. It was 
the Chitpavan government so established which was overthrown hy the 
British late in the second decade of the lOtli century. The Brahmins 
were employed by the British in the subordinate administration, but 
they hud lost their commanding influence, and a certain discontent 
and longing for a return to power naturally remained. It is among 
these Brahmins of the I’oona district that wc first find inclieations of 
41 revolutionary movement. 




UJtlAJfXJttiJK. X. 


Revolutionary Conspiracies in Bombay. 


Indicafciona of a rovolufcionary jnovcmcnfc w<5rc llrsb observed in 
Wosbern India in (ioninietiou with the. devolop- 

rowlutionS' mo^omoMt“ '>* festivals, namely, 

those in honoiii.' of the .Hindu ^^od (.ianjiati 
and those in bonour of the Maratha leader Bivaji, who united the ])ooplo 
of the Deeeau against tlieir Muhaitinuidau rulers. 

Publio (hinpati festivals appear to have arisen out of an anti- 
Muhainmadan moveinenO start, ed after riots whioh broke out in tho 
city of Pomliay in between J liudus and Miihanunadans. Agitators 
who were intore,Hted in widening tlio hrcsioh between tlio-so two com- 
nmniti(is eiujouraged tho holding of puhlio colelnations in honour of 
Qanj)ati, the elopliant-lieuded god of wisdom and success, on a much 
larger scale tl^in in jirevlous years, ',1,'he idea appears to liave been to 
malce the proeisssiou in which the god is carried to his final resting-place 
in the water as olTensivo ns possible to MuhainnuKlans by framing tluun 
upon the same lines as tho processions at tho Moluirrum festival, when 
luhools repnmeuting the tombs of thc niartyrs at Kcrbola are immersed 
in tho Hoa or river. 

At this time the Muhammadans enjoyed tlio privilogo enforced by 
police regrdations of stopping music in procosaiona wliilo passing mosques 
during blie hours of prayer. 

TIu) agitators on the a|tproaeli c>f (dm (ianpidi festival in September 
J8!)d inaugurated a ifurvajmiik Gunjudi or pultlic Uaupati celebration 
providing for worsliip of Ganpati in ptamm uecoasiblo to the public (it liad 
till then liecn a domestiii ceremony) and arranging that Ganpati images 
should have their mdlas or groups of attendants, tho memhorH of tlio mcla 
being trained in tho art of fencing with sticks and other physical exercises, 
lluring the 10 days’ celeb ration of tho festival hands of young men 
paraded the Htreots of Poona singing verses calculated to intensify tho 
feelings against Muhamtimdaim and Oovorinnonfc. At the same time 
loallets wore circulated by schoolboys and other.s broadcast through tlio 
city calling the J liudus to arms, urging tho Maratlias to rebel ns Sivaji 
di<l, declaring that tho dagger of subjection to foreign rule ponotratud 
the bosom of all, and urging that a religious outbreak should bo made 
tho first stop towards tho overthrow of tho alien power. Ganpati proces- 
sions wore naturally followed by disturbances. On one occasion tho 
police came in conflict with a mcla estimated at from 50 to 70 men whioh 
deliberately provoked disorder by passing in procession a moaquo in 
which a Muhammadan religions gathering was assembled. 



About the time of tbo Gtiupo-ti disturbfliKiccs in Pooiifi tliG nttoutioii 
the public had been drawn to the fact that the tomb of the Maratha 
leader Sivaji was suffering from neglect. Stops were takon in Poona 
to revive the memory of Sivaji by holding festivals in celebration of his 
birth and his coronation. The first coronation festival was in June 
1895. The festival became an annual observance at whidi stirring 
speeches were delivered recalling the prowess of the leader wlio revolted 
against the foreign domination of the Muhammadans. The application 
of the moral derived from Sivaji^s successful struggle against the Muham- 
madans to the present condition of India under British riilo was a natural 
and easy step. 

2. At this time Damodar and Balkrishna Ohapokar, Chitpavan 
Brahmins in Poona, formed a society for 
The Chapekars, physical and military training which they called 
the “ Society for the removal of obstacles to the Hindu Keligion/’ The 
spirit by which they were flctuated will appear from the following shies 
or verses recited by the Ohapekaxs at the Sivaji and Ganpati festivals : — 


8iva4i Stoics, ' ^ 

Merely reciting Sivaji’ s story like a lord does not sconro iiulopcndonoo j it is 
necessary to be prompt in. engaging in desperate onterpriscs liko Sivaji and Baji j 
knowing, you good people should take up swords and shields at ^11 events now ; 
we shall cut off countless heads of enemies. Liston. Wo shall risk our lives on 
the battlefield in a national war ; wo shall slied upon the earth the lifo-blood of 
i\\p> enemies who destroy our religion ; wo shall die after killing only, while you 
will hear the story liko women, * 


Oanpaii Stoics. 

Alas, you are not ashamed to remain in servitude i try thoroforo to oonunit 
sniciclo; alas, like butchers, the wicked in their monstrous atrooity Icjll calves 
and kino ; free her (the cow) from her trouble j dio, but kill the English ; do not 
remain idle or thereby bvu’den the earth ; this is called Hindustan, liow ifl it tliat 
the English rule here 

3. In the year 1897, when the devastation caused by the plague led to 
Events at Poona In 1897 , institution of liouse-to-housc visitations 
The Rand Murdor. The and the compulsory evacuation of plague- 

nrSiHnl mfccted Iioiises hi Poona, imioli alarm and 

prQwcuUoito!B.Q.TIIak. On the 4tli of May 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, a Chitpavan Brahmin, publiahccl an article in his 
paper,: the Amn (the most influential Marathi paper in Western India), 
imputing not merely to subordinate officials but to the GovernniGnt 
itself a deliberate efireotion to oppress the people, lie described Mr, 
Rand, Plagiie (3omniissioneivas tyrannical and stated that the Govern- 
ment was practising oppression. It was useless to petition the Supremo 
•Government, as from it the orders for oppression had emanated, 

Oh-tlie 16th Juiic 1897 the Kesari gave an account of the proceedings 
.at the Sivaji coronation, festival held oh the 12th of June and also pub- 


Autobiography of Damodar Ohapokar, 



lished certain metrical paragraphn entitlcdi^' Sivaji’s utfccmuecs/* One 
of tlio spealcors at tlio fcBtival was reported to have said ** JSvory Hindu, 
oyoiy Mamtha, to wluitovcr party lie may belong, must rcijoioc at this 
Siyaji festival. Wo all arc striving to gain our lost iiidcj:>cmlouce, and 
this terrihlo load is to be uplifted by us all in combi nation. It will never 
obstacles in the way of any person, who, witli a true 
jnind, follows the patli of uplifting this burden in the manner he deems fit, 
Onr rnutual dlssonsiojis impede our progress greatly. If anyone be 
crusliing ilown the country from above, cut him off, hut do not put iinpedi- 
nuuits in the way of others. . . . 7 V! 1 otM^asions liki^ the present 

lestival wliieli. tend to unite the wliole country must be welcome,** 
Another speaker obstu’ved ; ** The people who took |)art in the Ifroneh 
lievolntioii denied that they had eomniitted murdtu’ and asserted tluxt 
tiuy were only removing tliorns from tlieir paths. Why sliould not tlio 
same argument be appliiMl to Maharashtra V The President at the 
festival meeting, Tilak himsedf, said : “ Did Kivaji eorumit a sin in 

killing Afzal Kliau (the Mnlnimmadan Oeucml) or not? 'fhe answer 
to that {piestion can be Couml in the Maliabharat itself, Hrimab Krishna’s 
advifte in the (hla is to kill even our own teachers and our kinsmen. 
No blame attaijlies to any jxirson if he i.s doing deeds without being 
actuated by a desire tt) reap tlie fruits of his deeds. Sri Sivaj i did nothing 
witli a view to iill the void of his own stonuudi. With Ixmovoleul; iiiteu- 
tioim ho murdered Afml Kliah'for the good of othm^.s. It thieves outer 
our homo and w(^ liavc not Hulluuonb strength to dri V(^ them out, we should 
without hesitation shut blunn up a)id burn them alive. (}od has not 
rumferred upon the foreigners the grant inscrihial on a (ioppcr-plato of the 
Kingdom of Ilindnsthaii. ^IMie Maharaja (Sivaji) strove to drive them 
away from the land of his birth. Ho did nob thereby commit the sin 
<)[ eovi^.ting what belonged to other.s, Do no t eireumsoribe your vision 
]ik(^ ji frog in a we, II ; gj^t out of the Penal (k) do and cuter the extremely 
high atmos|)here of the Blianaimtl Gil<c and consider the actions 

of gnmt men,” 

1. ho metrical paragraphs eutitlixl Utterances of Bivaji ” were a 
lament upon the oppression which he found prevailing in his native land 
on awakieg from the sleep of flciith. 

Tlie 22nd of .Tune was (lie oeeamon of the celebration of the dObh 
anniversary of tlu^ ixironabion of Queen Victoria and it was marked on 
that night by the murdm*, by the brothers Oliapekar* of two Govonimoiib 
olUe.ers, Mr. Rauilatid liioutnnant Ayerst, whiieretunung from a gathering 
in celebration of the coronation iit Govenummt House, Ganeshkhind"! 
Poona, !Giere apptMirs to be no doubt that the intomled victim was 
Mr. Band, who had Imcoino unpopular owing to his being the officer 
charged with the enfonjcment of measures for the eradication of plague. 
The murdm? of Umitimant Ayerst was apparently an accident. Damodar 
Uhapi^kar was triiul and convicted of the double murder on dm 22nd 
June. In a long autobiographical essay written by him while in jail ho 

* Troiinlalod from Marathi, 



,taW tl»t l» ».»1 M» l.n.U»i', ti't'i 'ih'l '.'r ■' m 

marble atattie of Queen Viclorni in Bomlmy l.y oovenn;. ( uilh (.n, in 

o“te to “L atk Ary... Ill M»- I!"aI'»I' » " I‘ 

putiipoji thcniHclvos i.h(^ Imirul o\ tn'nson. 

In Ii’cbnmry 180!) ohlier inembcrH of l.lie Olmpekiir Afeioeiiilioii nin.lii 
two unsucee«il n,tte,n,.ks on f.lio life of a (iiiief (-onalnli , 
afterwards nuirdered two l.mtherM wlio liinl b.'en rewnnied _ 

ment for infonnation wliiol. led to liie. aneat and enovielnu. ol Datnoda. 
Ohanekar. The result of tbese. erinn-s was that four loembeni ol I lie. 
Chapokar Association we.re lmnp;ed and one, was luniteneei to ' 

rigorons imprisonment. There can be no doubt that tlm ( ha petal 
Association was a criminal cons])irue.y <•olme{•.ted witli tlm revoliilionai v 
movement in liulia. 

The pnblieations of tbo lumn of the Ibtb June IWtV led to the trial 
and fionviction of the pro|)rie.t()i’, ,lhi! (lant'ndbar lilak, ni iiiailion. 
The position taken up by Tilak lind been one of einaiiatieal tipol<.|-v lor 
political assassination. It will l>o seen Unit afterwarda the same all i( inlo 
was muintftinod by luiu ut a tiim^ when men ‘ 

Bcmimiting incitements to ])olitieal aHHussiimtiom 

4. The conviction of Tilak did not imt nii end to the iittaekfi of llm 
anti** British in Pomui. In tdllM a \MM'!vly 

Tho Poona Pmsaflor 1897. ,.,.piiabea in l^.ona by 

Slnvram Maiuideo Pamnjpe, alrto a (jl)itpava>i llrabmin. On in*r<mnl. 
of its seditions tone ramnjju) was warned in IHbU, utul in OHJt), 
190d, 1905 and 1907 tlio question of ])rosceulilng bim tor mHlil.bma writings 
was seriously eonsiden^cL .l<^inally in .lime liK)iS Im wss |injs<’rui 
and sentenced to 19 montlm^ ,im])risonment, Tim arlb’le wliirh wmi 
the subject of the ])vos(!eiition will bo refeiTfid iio later in (amimidimi 
with other proi^ecutions in that year. 

Another paper edited l)y Olutpavun Unihmins in INjoiiu wa:i tlm 
Vihari, Criminal proceedings wore Hueeessfiilly hdoui against' thrim 
successive editors for Bcditioua artiolos appearing in l9iHi, I9tw and 
1908. 

During the period from 1898 to 1!K)0 tlm Kviiuri grew nleadilv in 
popularity and influence without exceeding tlm limit a of roaammbhi 
criticism. By 1907 its circulation had risen to !i!tht)(K» eopii's a sverh. 
At that time a favourite topic in its cohinum was tim alleged linnsianinu- 
tion of the administration, which must lead to Kussian molhofls of 
ngitation by the people. 

Shynmaji Krishnavanna’s IVditical use continued lo ]>e mmlo id the 

doinga In England. Ganpati and Sivaji festivals. 


5, It is necessary now to rotor in certain oceurninces \i\ KngtamI 
between the date of the Hand murder and the iic*xt nutlirealc of jadit i<*al 
crime in the Bombay Bresidoncy, The Uaiid murder in 1897 hud. ut; 
have scon, resulted in the conviction of the murdeicnu ami thn iiisnn of 
the Kesari of the ICtli of Juno in that year had reB\dled in (he eonvii> 



tion of tlie propriotor, Tilalc, In addition to tliia, two well-known 
citizens of Poona belonging to tlic Natn family liad been deported under 
Eegnlation XXV of 1827 for reasons of Sbite in connection with the 
•disorders in Poona of that year. ^ 

Slioi^tly after these events, one Sliyamaji Krislinavarnia, a native 
of Katliiawar in 'W(5stcrji India, wont from Poinbay to Londo]i for reasons, 
■as lie stated in a paper subsequently publisJicd by him, not unconnected 
with tlLo arrests which wore made in connection mih the Hand murder. 
Ki’ishnavarnm ior some time ]ivc<l in obscurity, but in dammry 1905 
lie started in London tbo India Homo Wwh Bocicty, appointed himself 
Presidtmt, ami issued the first ninnber of tlio Imlian Simolof/ist, a penny 
moiitlily, i\H (:.lu^ oi’gan of his socit'ly. In tliat paper he descrilKiH tlic 
society as liaving tlui object of securing Home Xlulo for India and carrying 
on a genninc Indiali propjiganda in J^ngland by all practi<ud)lo means. 
In Dcceni])or ] t)05 KriHliruivarma unnonn<i(id tlmt be proposed to ostablisli 
six leetviresliips of Hs, J., ()()() (jacli for (nuil)ling autliors, jourmilists and 
other epudilied Indians to visit Huropo, America and otlior parts of the 
world beyond (be limits of India so as (io equip themselves clliciently 
for the work of spreading among tlio people of India a knowledge of free' 
doin and naiiional nnity. Ho iilso published a letter from B, U. liana 
of Paris (another Indian), who oiTered tln'ee travelling Hcliolarsliips of 
Hs, 2,000 to be called after liana Portab Bingli, Bivaji, and some dis- 
tinguished Muhammadan ruler. 


0, Py means ol; th(?se offers Krishnavarnm collected iji Lomlon some 
... - ^ ’ I’ccrnits, amongst whom was Vinayak Damodar 

VI.>yW llBliimn, tl»», a8«d 

ftboiib 22, who Jmd hcoiv odiicafciid at tho Fergussoo Collogc, I’oona, and 
ohtaiiuMl a B.A. dogroo from tho Bombay University. U’o was a nativo 
ol: iho Nasik distriot in tho Bombay Bnjsidonoy. Nasik is ono ot tho 
lioly (vitioH of Wostoru India and it InaNinu! a (ninli'o of Brahmin dis- 


un’oc.tion. B('f(in! leaving India Viiinyak iSavarkar had Itiam drawn into 
a movomoivt inil.iutcd (Mirly in ]{K)5 hy a |«nvon styling liinisolf Mahatma 
Hi'i Agamya (Iiini BiiramhanHn, wlm tounid in India d(sUv()ving hu'.tnrtis 
and «j)(!aking fiyai'l(*s,Hly against (iovernnnmt, toiling his andionoo.4 not 
to four (Joviniimont. As part of tlni movrmumt, a uumher of sludonts 
early in BKUi starlsd in Btatna n mmiaty whiah olocttMl Vinayak Havarlcar 
as thoir loivdt'r and inv.iti'd liim to l.’oona to moot tins Mahalana. Kavarkiir 


atttmd(Hl a mfioting ori tins 2!lrd F(diniary and siiggostcd that a oommittiso 
of nino should ho apixiinted to carry out tho ohjocta of tho movoment. 
A. committoi^ wa.s acroordingly oloc.tod, of which moat of tho memhovs 
had at one timo nr othin: holougcd to tho Fcagnason Collogo in Poona, 
whore Vinayak had hocu oducatod. Tho Mahatma at this mcoling 
advised tho raising of funds hy a contrilmtion of ono anna from ovory 
person for tins purposes of tho society aud said ho would advi.ao how it 
should lio utilised whou a suniciont amount had hceu collected. Vinayak 
Savarlcar having loft India in Juno 1000, the society appeara to liavo 
coino to an oud, though certain of its luoinhera suhaequently joined tho 
Ahhinnv Bharat (Society founded by Ganesh, Vinayak iSavorkor'a elder 


S 



brother, of whioh muro will be lieanl. later. AMIp’ Uhm' nf lus .lr|.;n tuiv 
from India, .Savarkar and Ida InoMier were IIh* h'ader.i nl an aa;.»ria!inn 
known as tho Mitni Mela, started al..nil; bs!)!) in <’nnmv.liun x\ r b Hie 
Ganpati (Hdobraiions, and Gam‘sh Savarbar sn|H’rvLsrd ilie li-n lnu- nf 
drill, physi(*al exoreisesand foneinii? l(» ibe ini'mlxas in Na ilc. 

7* Dnriiig tho y<un: !1K)() ainl tlu) foll()\vin5( V(vir, tlm India House in 
liondon widi'h had bia*n i)p'‘n''d by Kris.hna- 
Tho India Hoiiso In UiKlon. h,,anM> .mior iou.; as a eonHv of eedition. 

and in July l.i)07 a (pK'stion was put in tin'. House (d ( oiiuuHhs 
inrjuiring Avlietlu*r Uoveriuuent proposed to lake any net ion ae,aiin|fr 
Krishniivarma. Soon after and probably in e.nnsiapieme of this 
iminiry lie left for rniis and look np Ids resulema* thens In 
Paris ho continued the eainpuigii of soditinn wilb a Ireer hand. Imt 
still had his paper, tlie Indian Sociolotjlsf, prinled in Hiipjaiul. d he 
printer was prosisniied aiul eonvieted in July \\W. d'lu' printing wai: 
then taken up by another person who was |>rose<‘Uleil and (amvieted 
in September JilOl) anil simteiHM'd io a yi'ar's imprisonnn'ni . Ail‘'r 
that the pajier was printed in Paris. Krislumvarma i-onlimird (n i.^rp 
in touch with the India JlousiMind con I. ml led tin' wan-k dime t here t liHui'di 
S. R. Rana of i.hvris, wtio fn^rjiieiitly vi.sited London tor I he purpo «•, 
In Deeornber 11)07 tho following puwsagi^ appeared in die Indian Noc/h/o 
(jist : — '' It seems tliatany agitation in Iralia must be {'iiri ii il on srrrtsly 
and that tho only methods which can bring llu' Kngh-J^ Hovmnno'nl 
l;o its souses are tlio Russian metlmds vigorously and ineiv santly appii' d 
until tlie English relax their tyranny and an? driven out of I In* count i v I 
No one can foresee wltat rule will la* laid ilowu or Tuu' of a* ! ion (bliio'd 
for any particular course., d’hnt will prohaldy di’pend mi Inca) nmdi lions 
and civcumshinci's, but it is likely (Jia(, as a geui'nil jirinci|Je tin* Itie mm 
method will begin with Indian oilieials ndher Ilian lOumpran.’' 

8. On tho noth of April 1!J0S there oeeurred in llengal (he shocking 
murder of Mrs, and Miss Kennedy Im Kliudiiam 
JUtsu, who threw a bomb info (heir cuirjagc .at: 
J\lll/anarpur,^‘ b(Jie,viiig it Io Ih’ fhal ol Mr. 
Xingsforil, an un|)opulnr iMngiiJrnle. 

Among those wlio united to tnxeusi^ the niurderm’ and to praisi' I he 
bomb as a weapon of oITencu against impn)nilar ofiieial i wim d ilak. 
For two articles in the Komri published in May and June HiHS in min'* 
nection with tho Muzalhirpnr inunhu’S he was eonviefeil and arnteneed. 
to six years^ imprisonment. 

In another article puhlmlied in the Krsnri on the IPJnd of June of 
the same year wo find ;t “ Emm the murder of Mr. Hand oti the uiidit 
of the Jubilee in tlio year 181)7 till tlie ex|Josion of the bondi at Mui'albu- 

pur, no act wwtli naming and fixing (dosely the I fm nUWuil 

class took place at the liands of the siihjeeLs. Tluue is eomddeialile 
diJTercuco between the murders of 1897 mid the Immb oufj age of lUm-al. 


Prosocutlon ol B« Q. Tilnk 
for articles relating to tho 
IVlu^Affarnur murder. 


^ * Sgo paragrnpli 37, 
t Tranolated from Marathi. 
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Considol'ing the matter from the point of view of daring and skilled , 
oxeontion, the CUapokar brothers talco a higher rank than members 
of the bomb party in Bengal. Considering the end.s and the nusans, 
the Bengalis mnst bo given t)io greater commendation. Neither the 
Cliapekars nor the Bengali boml)-th rowers commijited murders for 
retaliating tlio o])pre.s.sion praotised upon themselves’'; hatred between 
individuals or ju'ivalio (piarrels or disputes wore not the cause of these 
murders, '.rhese murders liavo assumed a difl’ereiit asjjoct from ordinary 
miu'dci's owing tr) tlie sujijxwition on the part of the peirpetrators that 
they were doing a H«»rt of hoiudieont act. hlven though the eauaos 
insjnring the eonmiission of these murders ho out of tho eommou, the 
causes of the Bengali l)oml> are particularly sulitlc. In the year !8!)7 
tlic Boonu-ites were siihjected to oppression at the time of the plague 
and till! oxas])erati(m produeed hy that oppre.ssion had not exelusivcly 
a political aspect. 'I’hat the very system (tf adiuinistiution is had, and 
that, unless the. authorities are singled out and individually torrori.sed, 
they would not consent to chango tho system, this sort of important 
(pie’stion was not hel'oro the eyas of the Chapokar hrothers. Their aim 
was s])ccially direc'tiul towards the oppression conseipumt upon the 
plague, that is to say, ttnvards the particular act. 'I’lio Bengali, homhs 
had of (!ourH <5 their ri^ycs upon a more t'xt(maivo plain hreughO into view 
hy tho, partition of Bengal. Moreover, a pistol or a musket is an (>ld 
weajum, whihi tho homh is the latest discovery of the Wiwtern scientis, 

. . . . It was the Western sciouee it.sel£ that (ireated new giiust 

ne.w mnskets, and new ammunition ; and it was the We.sterner’s science 
itself that created tho homh. . . . The military strength of no 

government is destroyed by bombs ; tho homh has not tho power of 
cri|>])]ing tho ptnver of an arniy, nor does tho homh |)osses» tho strength 
to (ihange the current of military strdngth, hut owing to the hoiiil) the 
attimtion of (.lovennmmt is attracted towards the disorder whudi pro- 
vails owing to the pride of military strength.” 

!). On tlu) Htli of .Inly IlHW l.’aranjp(» was (ionvicted in the Bombay 
lligh Court of seditious libel in his paper, tlic 
Tho “ K^nl " on bomb- artic.le lulating t(t the MuzalTarpui: 

miirdeis, couched in the same tone of apology 
for, it jiot approval of, the crime, which charatiterised tlie artiides in 
the Kesfin, 'The follewinj? is a passage from the article in the lOd :* 
” T\! 0 }» 1 o arp jjroparod to do anything for tho saloj of atoiimji/d aiiil they 
no longer sing tho glories of British rule. They have uo dreatl of British 
power. It is simply a qination of sheer Inute force, Bomh-throwiag 
in India is dilfereut from homh-tlu'owing in Russiai Many of Olio 
Bussjans side with thcii’ (lovm'iunout against tht‘.so hmnh-thi'owers, but 
it is diiuhtful whetlmr much sympathy will ho found in India. If ovoJi 
in such circumstances Bussia got tho Duma, a foiliori India Is bound 
to get swaraji/u, It i.s (puto imju.sti liable to call tho l)oml)-thr(>wor8 
(n India anarchists. Setting aside tho question wlrethor bomb-throwing 


• TranBlatod from Marathi. 
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is jnsfci/iablo or not, liuliaiiH am not trying to pruinott^ lii.sonb^r but. {<> 
obtain rSicarajya,*^ 

10. In May 1908 the Indian Mutiny wna (‘ehdnnU'd at tin' itidiu 

HouKO ; invitation (’arda wtue ii^auial and it waa 
Prococclings at the “ India by lu^inly 100 Indian atudrntf;, wlm 

Imd tr‘avi‘H(Ml from all paita of tln^ Ibnlrd 
Kingdom to bo ])r(>sont, ami shortly alturwarda Imlia was visitrd svith 
a loaflot ontitlod Oh Martyrs/’ in <‘rl(dii'aj.inn n( tln^ nnirdtMfi nf (.lii» 
momorablo year 1807, tlm ilrst eomnunnoration of tl<n War o) Indian 
Indopendeneo, Tim leaflet was printed in Krenr.li type and was ni^ 
doubt iHRUod with the knowledge (d Krislnuiviivniu, Some of tlie eofaes 
Bent to a college in Madras ^ver(^ wrapiual in a part of t lm bondon />////// 
News, indicating that they had been distrilndefl from lanulom Copiisi 
of this leaflet and of another entitled (Inivo Warning ’’ were prisamted 
gratia to viBitorB at India House, who were inviit'd U) ialo^ iinnn and 
send thorn to their Mends in India. In this ytair also the poliey of 
assassinations was advocated at regular Sunday nnadings at Mm linlia 
House. 

In June 1908 a Hindu stndjdng at London Ihdversity gsve a hiefnro 
at India House on the making of bonib.s justifying Mudr use and ex- 
plaining what ingredients were recpiinid. lie ^nid his hearers : 

When one of you is prepared to use a lauub at t he risk of his lib^, ltd. 
him come to mo and I will give him full jiartieulars.” 

11, In 1909 Vinayiik iSavarkm* rose to Mm position of aeknowhsiged 

lead(U' at the India House mul it bissiute Mte 
Murdor ^ Ciirzon fuBhion b) read at Sunday nnsdings purisugt's 
from Mu', book un the Indian Mtiliiiy prepanMl 
by Savarkar, styled Tlu'. Indian War of Jiuhipeudems’, luriV, |jy an 
Indian Nationalist/^ In this year nuunbers of iUr. India Utmse bejfsn 
to practise rovolvor-shooting at a raugtj in London, and t»n flte l-u. duly 
1909 one of the young men eonneebal with the. Italia Ibiuse riaitii'd 
Maclan Lai Dliingra assassin ab^d Ookau’l pSir William (hirr,on Wyllie, 
Political A.D.C. at Mio India Ollice, at a gathering at. Mm Intperial 
Institute in London, 


12, About the same time ( laaesh Savarkar, Mm eldov bod her of 
, „ , , Vinayuk, was eonviebsl in Nasik utmo a < bargo 

®"'SoHNn8lk!""' "f 'va,'in« vvnr (I., Ki./ 

uiidor Jill, of liii! Imliun I'liial Coilo, 

His oftonccs cousisteil cliiefly of a wnioM of inlliinimiiloiy vfrinvt |tul)- 
lished early in 1908 imdcr tins tillo of “ Liit/hti Ahhiiuiv liliuhit Ah la " 
In disposing of tlio enso in tlio Bomlmy High (!oni l,, u Miinillii »|ntiil.-in» 

».i 1 . .1 11. .. „ 

I lin wj titu’ H 


main object is to preach war against tlio jin'sent (Joveninicnf in llin 
names of certain gods of tlio Hindus and cei tiiiii wuirioiH amdi uii Hiviiji. 
Those names aro a more pretext for the text, wliie.h in, ‘ 'I’liliii np the 
sword and destroy the Govornraont hccauso it is foreign and oppressive,’ 
For the purpose of finding tho motivo and intention Mf tlio writer it in 



uiinoccBStti’y to iiiipoifc into tlio intoj.’prGtfl.tiou of. tlio poems scntiuieiits 
or ideas borrowed from tlio BJiagavad Qila,^' The poems afford tlieir 
own intorprotation luid no one wlio knows Marathi can or will under" 
stand them ns in-cncliing anything but war against the British Govern- 
ment.” 

Ganosh Savarknr was convicted and sontonced to tran.sportntion on 
the i)th Juno 1909 and a cable mc.ssago was at once sent from Nnsik 
to \Gnayak, tolling him of the sentence. At tho usual Sunday mooting 
of tho India House on the 2()th .Tune Vinayak Savarkar was especially 
violent and repeated his oath to wreak his vengeance on tho English. 
Whether the ae((iieuoo between the conviction of Ganosh Savarkar and 
tho murder of Colonel Sir William Curzon Wyllio was more than a 
more secpienoe in point of time has not liocu established. A statement _ 
of 1 lliingra’s reasons for committing this crime was found in his pocket 
wliou lio wiiB fiTroBicttl. Xb wiiB a{boi‘\VRv<lH priiibod tis tx lotifltit fiiid postocl 
by the India House group in large (luantities to India. Tho lirst para- 
graph was us follows : ” I attempted to shed English blood intentionally 
and of purpose as ah humble protest agiiinst the iidunnau transporta- 
tions and hangings of Indian youths,” 

13. In Ifcbrnary of- that yoar Vinayak Savarknr, who had ohtainod 
from Baris a iiarccl of 20 Browning automatic 

Thomurdorof Mr. pistols with amimmition, sent them out to 
]i()ml)ay noncoaUul in Uio falwo l)obbo])i of i\ 
box forming parb of tlio Inggiigo of ouo (/Jiabrabbvij Amin, who liad boon 
employed uh cook at the India Ilonac* Ohatrablin] arrived in J.lonu)ay 
on tlio (5 til of Mar(di, about a week after the arrest of Ganosh Bavaricar. 
Ileiorc his arrosb on tlio 28th Fobruary Ganesh bad inforniod a irioml 
that the pistols were on tlioir way* Tho liouao of Ganosh Savarkar 
at Nasilc was Honrohed on the 2nrl March and among the dooumenta 
found concoahal in the oavos wore (K) ])agos of eh)sely typc(l miitter in 
hhiglisli, wliii’rh ])j'ov(ul io bo a copy of: tlu^ saino lh>ml) Manual of which 
a <jyclostyled copy was found iii tho Manikiahi Garden in Calcutta, 
to which reforouoo ia made in tho Ihmgal <5liapter of tliiH re])ort. 
Savarkar’s < 5 opy was more oomploip Ihau the Maniktala Gamon copy 
us it (snutiiined <15 skotchos of bombs, niinoH and build ingB to illiiHUato 
tho text* 

Tho I)iHtri( 5 t Magistrato of Nasik whoso duly it hiul boon to commit 
Ganosh for trial was Mr. Jaclcson, a vary popular olticor widely known 
for his sympatliy and knowledge of Hindu custom and sentuuont* Xlifi 
murder was, lunvovor, decided on by tho associates o£ Ganesh Bavarkar 
as a puinshnuait for the fate which had liofallcn Ganosli. None of 
blunu w(U’o bold cnougli to do tho deed thoinsolvcK, bo a young Urahnnn 
from Aurangaliad in tho Deccan was brought down to Nasik for tho 
purpose and on the 21st of Decoinhcr 1909 Mr. Jackson was shot dead 
at a farewell party given iii his honour at tho theatre with one of the 
Browning fiiatols which had been sent out by Vinayiflc. 


, ♦ Bhagavad QUa* paragraph 5l4i 

0 


This crime was at) once followed hy n vijj^orons invivil ino niul 
many aircsla wore made and scandies inslifiiled, willi I ho r*'jailf. f Imt. a 
conspiracy was disclosed whicJi had imli conn' In Ijold- din in'' 1 1n- [jro- 
ceeclings against Ganesli Savarkar. h'nr (he nnirdin* cd' Mi\ dju lison 
seven men, all Chitpiivaii Bralnnitna wi'It liroiigld jnslifo and (Inee 
of them were oxoiaited, 


14. For what is Iciiowa ns Mh^ Nnsik (‘onspiruoy nuai, nil hnl' 

. one of whom \v(a'(^ llndnuins and iiHK'il id w (mni 

The Nnsik consniracy. .x, , .i • , i xi- 

were C/Int])avans, wi're put' on tlnar tuiil ; t!/ 

of then) were found guilty and senl.eneeil hi iin|iriKi>nineM| , 


The evidence in this trial showed Unit tliu Milni Mola at Na .ik, 
which has already been referred to, Inid, hefore the dc|iai lure of Vinayak 
Savarlcar for England, developed into the vVbhinav Hharat of ViMing 
India Society, a title probably suggi‘sled by the Young Italy of iMay.x^ini 
Its objects were undoubtedly revolutiouary. 


All the witnesses wlio duxSeribeil the inner wmhing id thr AMnuav 
Bharat Society at Nasik spoke to the adnnnirdnd iiui <d oafliri ti» if a 
ixiembors, ami certain doeuinenls found in possi^ssion fd' oiu' of the 
accused indicated that the assoeiatiou uiuual at aoitn^ sort id orpaid ' 
Bation founded ujion tlie model of revolutionary soritd-ieu in 
fn the search of the house of Ganosh Suvuvkur aftnr his anvMt. in 
a niuch-scorod copy of Frost’s ' Secret Siicieties of European |{»'Vi»lu' 
tion, 1776 to 187 h,” was lound, in which is described ttie ace ret orgaui 
Bussian nihilists consisting of small circles or /finups 
affiliated into Boctions, each juemlinr knowing only tiu' imunbers td the 
group to wliich lie belonged. In accordanec apparenl ly wil h l ldii scheme 
the Nasik conspiracy involved tlio existcmai of various juiudl groups 
of young men working for the same ohjeel; and diawing wciqsms 
from the same source witliout jiersoiml aequiiinlance with the Mici(d<rrs 
of otlier groups. While in England Viniiyak Buvartcur comph icd ir 
Marathi version of the uutoluograjdiy of Ma/zini with an inlroilm tiun 
summarising hiH political toacliing. It was sent out fiv him \u his 

o cdiiimi 

ot 2,000 copies being printed in April 1!)07. 


.u..uum;uun cmpjjaHiseo tiio importance of elevating pnliiics 
to the rank of religion and argued that Bam Das, the .suint rd Dm 
Maharashtra in the time of Sivaji, possesmsl the aame spirit nal csfsmce 

poll the youth of the country to oldaiu independence and then 

f(.i« wur ww*i Hi.) piuvlifim. mui 
K'1.0 wIi,... 

danSlt vT T 'Vx)ap.mH 

bysiroSi^A^^ iiuloiwiMliii.e.! j mul tlift 
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[L'lio cviclcnco also disolosod that in August and Soptcinber 1908 
Vinayak was occu|)iod with other associates at the India House mani- 
folding a number of typed copies of a work dealing with the preparation 
of bombs and dangerous explosives suitable for finarchical outrages. 
Many of these Avero despatched by post t(3 various places in India. 
One of the manuals was found in tlio search of Clanesh Savarkar’s 
house as already mentioned; another was in the possession of Tikhe, 
whoso rosidencG was in the Hyderabad State, although ho Avao a meuibcr 
of the Nasik socicity. Another copy Avas found upoji the person of one 
Chanjori Itao, who had received it from Vinayak in London aiul aauih 
arrested on arrival in flombay in 1910. (Jlianjeri line had also in his 
juwse.ssion several co))ies <'ntrusted to him l)y Vinayak of a pami)!ihit 
styled “ JUimk Midamvi” in praise, of Dhingra, the assa.ssin of Sir 
Curzon Wyllie. 'I'liis pami)lil('.t strongly advnedted pnlitieai ussas.dna- 
tion in India. 'I'lm fnlloAviug are. some of the maxims coiitaiiied in 
j|; 'reritm.se the oilicials, hlnglisli and Indian, and the. collapse of 
the whole maehinery of oiipression is not very far. The persistent 
execution of the po’liey that has heen so glotionsly inaugurated by 
JHivitliram Basu, Kauai Isil l)atta and other martyr.s will soon cripple 
the ^British {lovernment in India. This cam|)aigii of separate usmissi- 
nations is tlm best coneeivahle method of paralysing the hnreaueraey 
and of aron.sing the ))(.‘ople. The initial stage of the rcAuilution is 
marked by the. jioliey of separate assaHsinatioiis.” 

'I’he evidence, dlsclosctl that the Aldiinav Jlharat Society in Nasik 
had members in various parts of Wcsteni India. Tlnwe, couvieted 
included residents of Bombay, Nasik, .Booim, I’en, Aurangabad and. 
Hyderabad , 

15. 'I'he juvestigations df the police also led to the discovery of 
eorrespondeneo of (hmc.sh Savurknr and a man 
Tho Qwnllor conspiracy. ,)i)shi in Nasik Avitli conspiral.or.s in tlui 

(lAvalior State, of which the ruler i.s His .1 Ugliness the Malmraja Stlndliia, 
descended from one of the great Muratlia chieftains. This discovery 
led to tlin jinweention by the (iAvalior State, in a State 'I'rilnuial consti- 
tuled for the. imrjiose, of *2tl Brahmins, inrmliers of a revolnthmary 
society styled the Nav Bharat Society, and of 19 oilier Bialimitis as 
memliers of the. Ahhinav Bharat Society. In ciicli luse nuiuy ol tho 
uccuHcd Avero found guilty and sentenced to piiiiisliniont. 

In section '1 of tlio rules of the ({walior Nuv Bharat Society tho 
folhiAving passage ocenrs 'J’horo are tAvo AA'oys of carrying <)Ut the 
advice of obtaining lilierty, I'dncalion and agitation. Education iii- 
(“Uidtis swmlcsid, hoycolt, national education, entire ubstinonco from 
Ihpior, religions festivities, lecture.s, lihrarie.s, e,te., Avliilo agitation 
lucludes targeb-sliooting, SAvord exerci.se, preparation of lioinha, dyna- 
mite, in'ocuriiig revolvers, learning and ti'iieliing the use of wenponfi 
nud missiles. Should an oeeasion for a general rising in any province 
at, n projicr time arise, all should help that caxise and attnin liberty. 
Wo arts fully conlidcnt that the Aryan land ia guito able to rocover 

u ■ 'V- : 



its iiKlepcn(leiiC(5. In order to fuce the yellow peril \vc nIiiiII luiv« to 
bo doubly p]-ej)arcd boeaiiae tlio’ml peril i.s ju.sb rising on onr biuMiut. 
Conlidenoe itself is a means to shako oil servitude.; we are fully <uin- 
vinced that if 30 crore,s of people are prepared to light, none eaii tliwiu t 
them in their desire. Kirst, ediuiation will 1)0 given to pniparo the 
mind, and then a rehellion raised ; tlie war of independeneo Avill he 
carried on by re, sorting to eiinning and eraft.” 


10. In ;\!iiuedai)ad, thci ehief city of (Injc'rath in tlie north of the 
Hondiay Ihosideney, an event oeeurred in 
Noveini)er 1!)()0 which indicsited that tlieee 


The Alinicdabad liomb. 


were revohitioimrie)) in tliat place also. During tins visit of the Viceroy, 
Lord Minto, to Ahinedidsad, when he and Lady Minto were driving 
in a carriage with outriders, something was thrown at the eurringe 
from the crowd, and Ksdisequcntly two cocoanut homha wesris dine«)vi>red 
on the road, one of which exploded and blew oil tho hand of I he 
lindor. 


17. During 1910 a con.spiracy of the same tyjsa as the Nasilc eonii- 

Tho Batnra eonsplmcy. ‘7 

.Hmhnuii youtliH, two uoloiigiiig to Aundh aial 

•one to IColapur, wore eharged with coimpirarcy to wage wai\ TUo 
cvkteuoft ahowod tho eHtal)liHjune]il/ of a mm\t Hociofy at tSatuva in IDOY 
'for tho purpose of elfocting tho liberty of tho country. It was a la-ani'b 
of tho Abhinav '.Wiarat founded by (JancBli and Vinayak Suviirhur. 
One of tlio acatUHod waH found to have boon exjjeriniojtting iu t.bc^ \nv.'* 
paration of l)oinl)H and to ho in poHHOHHion of literature of a nivolul icumry 
^oharaotciv All tho accused won! convicted and a(!nt(!n(!(.‘d to iiujU’imMu* 
ment. 


18. In Soptombor lOJ-l, two pormms, a jMaratlia and a Jiraliniin, 
Th9 Poonn loafloU. roeiui wore hniml in pesfiessioii of n printing 

prf'WH with Marathi type with whieli a ([luiidily 

of seditious pamphlctR had hoen. printed, iiioliuliiig comiiae ItoniL U>i- 
mula) for tho preparation oi cocoanut boinl)H. 


Ifor more than a year they had been posting and diKsemimitiiiff 
numhors of copies of bhceo productions, many of them to addresHim ul! 
the Ifcrguason, Soienco and Agricultural Oolloges in I’oona. ^I'liey 
had printed four “ Liberty ” leaflets of tlio usual extravagant inul 
inflammatory description. Tlie fourtli was about to lie distriliulfd, 
when tho press was found by the police. One of the documents jiosfce.i 
by tho accused was dated tho Isli January 1913, just after tlie bomb 
outrage in Delhi, when Lord Hardiiigo ms woiuulod. In place of 
mgnatm’o it hoi'o tho words “ Bengal Ilevolutionarios ” and it was Hbyletl 
A call to Maliaraslitra brothren,” asking why thoyworo sitting tiuiid,. 
Had they given up attempts for winning liberly as soon as n few ixil.riot 
stars that shone in Maharashtra two years back liad sot ? The vvholo 
.country was in hope that Maharashtra would bo ronownod for Boiiui 
.special acluovcraont ; was the hope to prove fruitless? The AvUolo 
.country from tho bridge of Rama to tho Himalayas had become oxfia- 
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pcratcd ami tlio clay (Isl- Jiuuuuy 1913) was the auspicious time for 
tlvo wliolo nation to become bound by unity. 

19. Before stating our eoiuilusions a few words are necessary on tl\e 
po.sition of the Chitpavan Bmliniin.s in Western 
The posHloti of ChHpavan ^ (;],(, pi-osent time. Boona has re- 

Brahmlns. jnsuiccd their lioachiuarters. 'I'liey hav(' con- 

tinuously shown higli intelh'ctAial oapaeity. 'I.'hey have furnished tlio 
BoinI)ay I’residoncy with its two best politicsil thinlo'.rs, llanadc and 
. (lokhale, and the Poona Press with its most inlluential jemrnahsts, 
Tilak and Paranjpo. '.riioy have ivrovided Western Tinlia with many 
most ellielent tcsudiers and olHcials. if a csnnparative.ly small body 
of imim’ssioimblo young me.n of this e.ommunity liave imbilu'd revohi- 
iionary ideas am! earrii'd their ideas to tin*, point of political assnssma- 
tion, it mnst not therefore be Huiipo.seil that the eomnmnity tvs a whole 
is disafhsited. 

‘JO. 'I'im foregoing nee-ount of revolutionary ae.tivity iu Bomhay 
hauls us . to Mie, following eonehisions as to 
Conclusions. uatnro ami ('xtont of the erimimvl eoim- 


pirueies coniusited with it. 

All the eoiispirneies we.rci Brahmin and mostly Chit](avan. 

'.I’he (lliapekars and tluur associates were ultra-orthodox and, perhap-s 
(lonseqmmtly, anti-Muhammadan and . anti-British. Tlie.y liud no 
delinite politie,al aims, but wems daring in the achievement of any outrage 
whieh tlioy (toiHieiveci could prove tlu'ir hatred of tins British oi satiisfy 
tlicir desire to punish supposed oppreas-sion. 

Pheir ]>rincipal crime, the Band murdesv, was effected at a time' 
when 'I’ilak, the most prominent journalist iu the Bcecan, was imblishmg 
incitenmnts to his eovmtrymen to strike a blow lor independence and 
disu'gard the limitations of tin' Penal (!(tde- 

The. Savarkur eoiispiruey at Nasik and tlie other smaller plots wliich 
W(ue mere eddies spreading from the same eeiitre were the result of 
somewhat similar causes. 


As a ivrimury ex<iiiing cause we must point to the virulent anti- 
British writings of the (lliitpavan Press iu Poona appealing both to 
religious and racial sentimenC.. It would Imve been suriuismg it iiuin.'s- 
sioimble youlbs of that community had not under the m lmmee of siieh 
leueliings eomu'ived designs for ending the alien rule in India by violence. 
Tim h'adev of Poona Extremists was Tilalc, but the younger nien who 
imbilted the teacliing of the Extremist Prc.ss were to go further than 
'rilalc. ihinn Kavailcav lirntluM’M mutamu nuu’aUiio 

whieli illuminated the mad to political assassination. For tins ('lass’ 
of crime, as we liave seen, Tilak’s paper was <iuick to furnish apology 
if not actual enc.oumgcmeut. 

'rive Ravarkar c(*iiHi»iraey, in so far as it was not Oliitptivan, was 
ne'digible. lA'W nain<‘« twnn any other community are to bo foiiml 
iu'the miords of political crime iu Western Iiulia. The conapimoy 

ift 



iliul 1 (.H oO'stiools wotv llu'rofiini wiMiin u fniily .•.mnn-H 

and Miocn no iiidiriK.ioii.s of (•on(:ir,l. with ,ii.v nioiin.d , 

Ill .iicniriil 01' 0|,||(M' I)ii.rl.s of India, Tlin only o.i(.sid.- ;-roup of c.iro.ip', 
tor, s wild Ill miy way iv.spon.sil.ln for ( !„• Nasik nnn.lrr uviv ( 

JiKliiin plo(:|:ara 111 I'a.ris wl.o fnriii.slual SavaiKar wiHi M.o pi,;( o|.: u il I, 
wiimli tilts iiiiirdiir(sv,s wrr.s itnn.-d. Tlunv isi ica.'ion |,, (h,, 

i ai'i.s group also matigntcd I Iks Tlnnrwlly niuidrr, wliidi will !„■ ili ;. 
ouHscd in Mni lo 

‘Jl. Disfoiv cliisiMg tida rliiiplrr drawn to 

Tilnk’s ntfUudo in I 0 i 4 , *>'^n(ii(i‘iiirii(, of Ida yiowa hy 'I'il.tl; in .Aipui it 

ninnt in wliioli l,c di,s,slItinilMn',oatiliy 1 ) 1 . 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Beginiiiugs o£ a Revolutionary Movement in Bengal. 


22. In order to nppreoiftto correctly tlic nature and extent of tlio 

movement wliicli witliin tlie lust ten years 
First mipalgii of Bnriiidra produced a series of violent crinios in 

umnr losi. Ifeuf'al, ^v(^ must understand the inlluonccs 

which Kave liii'th to that movement and the circumstances in which 
ilijwas in.un<'.lied. 

In (ho year ]9()2 Ihirindra Kumar (Ihosh, a young hengidi Hindu, 
who had been born in Jhigland in 1880 but had been brought oul; to 
India ns a child, arrived at Oidcnbta from Ilaroda, \vher<) Ins had been 
living with his brother, Arabinda (jlliosh, then Vieo-I’resident of the 
({ackwar’s Oollegc. The brothers arc tins sons of the late Hr. K. I), 
tllnssh, a medical oHicer in the service of (lovernment. Arabinda had 
b( 5 (sn educated (snihasly in Hnghind, had taken a first class in the 
Cambridge Univorsity (llassusal 'I'ripoa ; and passing for the Indian Civil 
Sisrvico, had been risjcseted at tins final (sxamination for inability to rido, 

flarindra’s oliject in returning to hengal was, as he subseqnrsutly 
stated, to organise a vevolulionury movement with l-lus ohjrset of over- 
turning the British Governimsiit in India by violssnt means. Thi.s oliject 
could only bo attained after elaborate clfort, of wliieh the first stage 
would bo snerot conspiracy. It is probalde that ho had been attracted 
by stories of (he expUiits of sceroli societies in Kuropo ;* and it is certain 
that with (he idea of starting sneli organ izalinim in Bengal he devoted 
himsolt to working among the Hnglish edmsafed class to which ho 
belonged, the hlitulrttloh (respeetable jieople). Ho found among these 
a f()W assneiations organized for the pvomolion of |iliysy;ul culture. 
He succeeded in adding olhers, and in H|ireiuling revohif ionary ideas 
to some sinall extent ; but he was, on the whole, (lisappointed with (ho 
responso to his (dforls, ami returned to Baroda in llKlIf, convinced that 
a jnirely polil ieal priqiagantla would not servo his purpose, 

23. The bhndrahk of Bengal have been for centuries peacorul and 

vinwarlike, but, through the influence of the 
Tho poopleji^iaon^ whom great central city of Calcutta, were early in 
appreciating the luB'iinhigcs of Western 
learning. 'I'lioy are mainly Hindus and their leading castes arc 
Brahmins, Kayasthas and Yaidyns ; hut with the spread of English 
education somo other castes too have adopted bJmIrahk ideals and 

♦ " Tn ovprv cnnalrv thorn nrn plonly nf Koerot itliii’os wIutu nnns can ho manufoo- 
tuvail . . TIki vory liirKO juiinhitr of iiitmlw whioli liavo hwia nail aro boiiig manu* 

fnoliirod ia ItiiHsta luivn all hcoii iiinmirnotiirod in tho Biicrot faoturloH of tlio rovolutlon- 
iat#.”— 'Vajdiiaif " of Me JSih Augml Jyit7, 

■ . . IB,. 



modos of life. BhiMok iihoiind \n villajj;eH ns wall uh in l<uviis, and 
are thus more interwoven with Un\ landed elass^'s limn niv, the lOn-dt.di-* 
literate Indians of other provimais. Wherever Mn‘y live or aejlle, I hey 
earnestly dcsi r<5 and often provide h]n<di'd‘ edinailion hfr their iiima. 'I'lii* 
consequenee is that a lunuher of An|(h) v(*rnat‘nlar .*a'lHi(d;t, hip'i'ly 
maintained l)y ])rivat(M‘nt(n‘prise, have s(n'niie np {hronpliont the Iuwhh 
and villages of Ihmgal. No {dlnn’ pmvinee of India po;:se' ust a net • 
work of rural st'hools iti wlii<'li hhiglish is inn^dd'. TIumc. .‘udinoti are dio' 


to the, ent(*i'))ris(\ of (her Wnn/m/oA: and to iJte fact that, \\r> (hitiih rule 
gradually spread from Ihnigal ovtn* Nortla’rii linlia, tin* seope ul rinjdny- 
mont for English-cdneated lle.ngulis spnanl with it. Originally tia-y 
predominated in all ollicos and higlmr grath^ selmols ihrouyliimt Upper 
itidia. They were also, with tlm rursees, Ihe first Indians to 
their sons to England for edueation, l.o (puillfy for the Uar or to roojpi’te 
for the higher grades of the Oivil and Medical services, Wlnng howmer, 
Blmilar elassoB in otlier provinces also a(‘<pnred a worlciiq^ hnowli'dgu 
of English, the Hold for Bengali enterprisii gradually slirank. In tlndr 
own i)roviiw:e hliadraloh still iilinosi; nu>nopolis(', the (!lerieal and sulmnll- 
nato administrative services of' (lovernnnmt. 'I'liey niv pnnuinrnt 
in medicine, in teathing, and at tli(i Bar. Htit, in spite of these a*! van - 
tages, they have felt tlio slirinhagi'- id' foreign i'in[dovrnent : and as 
the education which they retanvi^ is gisueally lilerary and ill adapt <'(1 
to incline the youthful mind to iiulustriah eiunnn'reial iir avuienhural 
pursuits, tlicy have not suceiaMlcil in lliiilini^, fre.sh out lets for I heir na’i - 
gies. Their hold on land too lias Winilvcned owing to increasing lasvvaire ut 
population and excessive suh-infemlntion, Altogid.lier their eeonomio 
jnuspects have narrowed, and the increasing niiinhi'rs svho draw iised 
incomes have felt the pineli of rising pric(»s. On tlie fdlim* hand, the 
memories and ussuciationH of their eurliea* prosperity, nunhimMl with 
growing contact with Western ideas ami ataiidards id <’oinfoi t, hav<i 
raised their expectations of the peenniury rmnuneration wliiidi alonild 


reward a laborious and, to tlicir minds a (utsMy, eilmsit ion. Thus ii i 
hliadraloh loariiod in English have iMuatnm ini>rii uiiil limre mum-rnii.g 
a grmying miinbor luive become h‘ss and less inidincil to msiept tln^ 
conditions of life in Avliicli they (omul Iheinmdves on nsirliing, innnliood. 
7iWra!oihavo always heen prominent among tin? snppmhnii id Indian 
political movements ; and their leadms havi^ waiehed with I’iiiidul 
attention events in the world ontshh! India, Tla^ hn-e majoiitv of 
the people of Jhmgal are not hliadraloh hut (mltiviitiMs, and iii rh*^ eastern 
districts mainly Muhammadans ; but the imlt ivatiim id the priivimrii 
are absorbed in their own pursuits, in ii>n, uial in relieious and 

caste observances. It was not iti them huf. to his own idmci i haMhii indn^ 
appealed. When ho rcnewetl Ids elluiis in iljtU, iJm ih.inglda td many 
mombeis of this class liad been stir rot I by variuuti pmverfni iidluimees, 

2d. In 188G hftd died ttio twc-lin |{,ini;i Kri.Ml.tm. il.: w.in 

Various Inflttonces. midoultiwlly n rcnmikiil.ln utul jiurtdv 

t.1 ,11 1- • d.disiul.Ml Hiiidtiirttn Imt 

taught that all roligiona were true, that all deities wen* 


W 



()[ fcho im^icrsonal Supromc, and that Bralnniii disdain of low castoa 
.was wrong. To him tlio goddess Kali was the goddess of divine strength, 
altlunigh another of lior atbril)iite 3 is destruction. She was Ins mother 
and tlic motJior of the universe. If ho worshipped tlirough idols, it 
was bccaii,se lie believed that tliesc idols wore filled with the preseuco 
of the Divinity. He taught social .service ustho .service of luimanity. 
He died in 1 88 ( 1 ; and after his deatli liis doctrines were jn’eached by 
some of his di.scipIos, the chief of whom was Nnrondra Nath Datta, 
a .voung hhadniloh H.A., subsequently famous as Swami Vivelcananda. 
Narendra Nath Datta became an ascetic and attended the Tarliameut 
of Religions in (Chicago ns the representative of Hinduisin. Thero 
he made a great im|>re 8 .sion and founded Vedanta .societies for spreading 
tlie teaebing of tlie Hindu scriptures {Vadatt), He returned to India 
in 1897 witii a small liand of followers, and was luailaimed liy many 
educatetl Hin<lus as a saviour and proiihet of their faith. He organized 
centres of pliiIanthro|)ie -and religious ciTort under tlie suiiervision of 
a llama Krishna Mission, and carrying much further the teacliings 
of his master, jireached tluit Vedantisui was the future religion of tlio 
world, and that, aibhougli India was now subjeet to a foreign Power, 
she must still bo careful to jiresorve the faith of manicind. She must 
seek freedom by the aid of the Mother of strength {8<thli *). 
Yivekauanda died in 19()!I ; bub bis writings and toanliings survived 
him, have been popularised by the llama Krishna Mission and have 
deeply inijneased many educated Ilindns. li’rotn much evidence hetoro 
us it is ujipurent that this inlluencc was perverted by Rarindra and his 
followers in order to create an atmosphei'e suitable for the oxiicution 
of their projects. So indeed was the teaoliing of the lihugannd Oita 
or Lord’s song of tlio MahahhanU epic recited by Sri Krishna, the incarna- 
tion of the I’resorvor of the World, lioforc the great long-ago battle of 
Kurukslietra. 

Hut neither tlie religious teaoliing of Viveknnuiida nor tlio c,\liorta- 
tioirn of Bri Krishna in the Bhiujamd (Hla would have alforded so moving 
a text to preach from had not the whole world, aiul cajiceially the Asiatic 
world, been olectriliod and amazed by tlio victories of Japan over ilussia 
at a time when within this country eircunistanecs occasioned by certain 
Qovcrmmmt mcasiircs speciaily favoured the development of liarindra’a 
plans. 

blarly in the century Lord Curzon, then Viceroy, had introduced a 
Universilii's Hill whiiJi provoked much controversy and was iuterjirctoil 
by jioIitieiaiiH us desigiied to limit tins numbers of Indians tnluealed in 
I'jnglish, ami thus to relard mitional advance. In Bengal, where, as we 
have seen, English ediicutiou had luieii largely adopted, opposition was 


Oil Iiidiiif wmilclDt UidUf with tliimo provlHioim only, soalo tlio highoot |iiiumolo 
of civil Inal ion ami gnmtiioHf* 1 WnnIdHt tboii attain, hy muiina of thy iUngmooful oo\mrd- 
ioo, that fnimlom iloaorvuil only by tho bravo uml borola , * . Oh Thou MoLlior 

of fliitmKth, tfvUo away iny woakm'rtrt, tuko away niy n ii mini linoBM, ami mako mo a man 
Vivekaii (min' a I : Pari 1 1 jl/fi »/« i ; M v. uxarinl Etlii \an : 

A7 

n 



iiitv, n^oly bittor ; and \vliila Uia difiiml.i'. wns in tin’ ilnvrriiin-'nt, 

projoctod a parti i-ion of tlio pr^)vnK■.(^ It wan I bo aj'ilulinii 1 luil a I ( nub'd 
.and followed on tlio latter tneasurc^ that hrouidit provitnis di'^ront (‘ut (o a 
climax and alTordcd a mmOndcaired oj)portiinity to Uurindra and Ida 
friends. 


25, Tlio provinces of 

The partition of Boiignl, 


lb‘n<^al, Hiliar and Orisjiii, with their .’eventy- 
(*i^ht niillioiis of peopli' and ilnnr pi<‘ut rapital 
city, were, ilnaj a sinpj*' clia rp^c under a i/n nte- 


nantrCbivcrnor, Lord (lurzon and his advisers felt that timcM bad altered 


since this charge was cimstituted. Lopulation hail jpeat ly ineieaTa'd ; 
business and trade had oxtendi‘d ; adininistraiion had in'cnnie iiou-e 


eomplox ; the educated classes had grown in mnuliors and had lahen In 
polities* On tdic other haiul, tlic (hjvennneni' had weaheiu'd. The 


province was undermanned ; Urn British atid Indian stalf was over- 
worked ; administrativo departnunits were Curved ; and coiiuuuniea- 
tioim were neglected. Especially were [hum tie feels pnmummi. in the 
eastern districts, tlie pliysical features of whieli are pemdiur. Thev lia\ e 
thus boon described by the Bengal District Ailministratina ( '<)inmiH<N' of 
1913-M: Communications are more [)rc'Curious, more scanly arni jimre 
bicfTicient lhan those of any part of Indi;i known lo ns, 'rravei 'S'd by 
miglity rivers and tributary Htreiims, visitial by almmlant ndns, these 
eastern districts arc inaiidy a water-country, wiiicli yiiTti rieli harvivils 
of rioc and jute to a teenojig popidatioii, partly iioiKM'nlnile I in u b‘\v 
towns, but maijvly scattered over a iniinbt^r ui villagiss, Tlie villages, 
often close to marshes or winding along tin* banks of snme torhions 
stream, generally consist of scattered luimesteads, built on wbulever 
rising ground may be available. Often the houses are hidden in OiiiTiU:! 
of , bamboos, fruit trees and undergrmvih. In Urn rains varii. tiael < nf 
the country arc ciunplctely submm'ged ; the houses, eueji on it s ie,vn pint, 
of naturally or artificially raised land, stiuid up like islands in ( In^ flood ; 
and only a low of the more important nmils ah* out of water. ISo.if s mu 
the ordinary means of transit, and marlcels spring up on fim buidis of 
waterways/^ 


A project for dividing tlio provinces inlo two charges was veliemenlly 
discussod during the last two years of l,ord Cnr/.on’s sdl v. 1’he 

Government of India hold timt some such arriingcmenf was imprrahve, 
but the Calcutta political leudora wen^ strong I v opposed in anv divi iiun 
of Bengal proper. When the Government pressed (his divif nm m the 
cause of administrative omeioncy and coMvenic^lcl^ Hindu rinlifieians 
and newspapers proiiohecl far and wide Mmt Bengali inirieus w.mld 
seriously Bulfor and Bengali nationality w'ould \h\ ilividiB. l*mVl i ui /on 
visited the eastern districts. After much tamsideral ion }m dwid* d \ hat 
tliero was no substance in tins objotdioii, and (hut ilie eonfemidufvil 
division must bo made. The partition was anuouiiced in fhilv llMt » and 
was earned out in the following October, when the two new provinma <d 
M estern Bonga , Biliar and Orissa and ISaatern Bengal uiul Assam etui led 
on their shoitdived career, « i 
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2G, The politicians, however, decided not to abandon hope. Through 
the volinno iind intensity o£ a geuemi and 
Tho subsequent agitation, tlioroiighly organized movement, it might still 

bo pchssible to procure a reversal of the obnoxious measure. An agitation 
.of unparalleled bittorno.ss was started in both provinces and ospoeially 
in the eastern. It was proclaimed blxrough nowspapons, pamphlets and 
orators that Bengal was a motherland once ricli and famous now clis" 
niombcred : she had been torji in two despite the protests of her (5hildron. 
4Miese must make tlioir voices hoard by tlio Bi’it^ish public through a 
boycott of British goods. Tlu^y must (sirnestly seti to work to manufac- 
ture their own goods. 'Pho mor('. violent spirits went furtlier. Tiny 
contrastiMl Bengali acceptance of tliis insult with the brilliant valour 
showji by Japan against one of the proudest of 15uro])ean nations. 
Had liengalis no religion, no patriotism ? Lot tlunn romombor their 
Motlicr Kali, the goddess. of strength I Ijot thorn improve tlioir own 
strcjigth I Let them also think of the groat deeds o£ the Maratha 
hero Hivaji I Lot them retaliate on the foreign Government in the most 
olTectivo way possible by boycotting foreign goods I l-iOt tlmin make 
their own goods I 

The cult of Sivaji was imported from B()mt)ay but took little root, 
.although !H, (L Tilak*^ lunmelC visited Calcutta and said at a Sivaji 
festival that the great Maratha would yet come ami lead Indians to glory 
,aiul prospcrity.f A song, however, wlucli was extnusted from a ])i>palar 
Ihmgali novel, has since beeonle famous as Jiande Mataram (Hail to 
tluus Oh Mother V* or as now generally translated, " Hail Motherland I”). 
The uovei had been writluvn many years previously, and the song luthovto 
luid excited no particular emotion, but now grmlually it was raised to 
the raiikof a luitionnl anthem. The boycott was proacliod in towns and 
villages. It was to be carrhul out by persuasion through the age.my of 
;SC5lmoli)oyB and students (uilisted for the purpo.M(^ h'or the production 
•of: indig<mouH good.H, madeshi (indig(mouM) enter|H‘ises were hastily started 
.and ^lttra(ited syjnpjithy from some jiersons lUKJonneeted with polities. 

^riu) agitation was Hindu and <lnnv its stnuigth from the bhudmloL 
It was k( 5 euly resented by the Muhammadans, wim form the majority of 
tlie inhabitantH of Kusteru Bengal ; and thus throughout the year 
l!i()(M)7, Hindu and Muhammadan rtilations became exeetslingly strained 
in that provimie. The boycott and the oonsotpient pi(5kctieg of shops by 
studenis and wdioolboya led iuavitably to frmiueut distiirbanoes. In 
both .Ihuigals it was frequently assorted and Homotiimus Imlioviid *that 
(lovenunont was setting the Muliammadans against the Hindus. Kdu- 
(5ated Hiudii hading rcaudied a remarkable intensity of bitterness. 

27. Tluj partition agitation was beginning when Barindra returned to 
Calcutta in 11)0-1 to reopen his oampaign. Ho 
Socond oampRlgrtof Burin- young himself and lie addre.ssod liis appeal 
^mStWos an^d mainly to uncritical and emotional youths 

already stirred to unwonted depths and ouHstoA 


* Soo piirftgmphB S, B, 21. 
t Sqo tho mnunht nowflpftpor of 8tU Juno lOOS. 
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in a popular political cauHO, It ia important to lionr fmio ljhn;iii|{ 
nn account of Ina motives uml moilunls. lie, saiil 
on the 22n(l o[ May IDOB that at ihimda Im Bovot.-B himscif “to 
tho study of liistory and ]inUti(:al litarai iiVi*.'' Alter ladii!' i ijert' u 
yenr/^ ho oontiuuod, 1 (aiinn hack to Hcipod with I lo* idea of 
preaching tlie causo c>[ independema^ na a piditiral nuanioMaiy. 1 oHived 
from district to district, and sturicil gyuinasiitm*?. 'Thero ytaui!' 
wore brought together to learn j>liysi<'al i^xerrisea and study pnliiir*:J. f 
went on preaching the cause- of hah'pemdiujee for imarly t\vi» yefus. liy 
that time I luid l)oou thvouglt almost all tlie districts id Ihuj'sil. i ;.',iit 
tired of it, ami went hacic to lianala and studied for a yeat . I f him 
roturned to Hongal, convinced that a purely political pn»)iuganda wtuild 
not do for the country, and tlmt people mimt he traiucil vi|ui|>irittudl v to 
faco dangers. 1 had an idea of starting a religious inst li \U ion. Uy ( hat 
time the stvadcM and boycott agitathm imd hi^gnn. 1 thougld. of 
taking men under my own instruction to teach them, and ho 1 heuan to 
collect this band which have been arresti^d. With my frimel AhinuMh 
Bhattaoharji and Blmpondia Nath Datta I started tin' Jw/initar news- 
paper. Wo managed it for nearly oim and a half years and I hen guve 
it over to the present managers. After 1 gavi^ it up I toidc insiin ( o the 
recruiting. I collected together M or lo young mmi fioin about tim 
boghming of 1907 till now (1908). 1 educated tln^ hoys in re!ij»ious 

books and politics. Wo arc always thinking of a far-olf rev<duti*m luul 
wish to bo ready for it, so wo wore collisM ing weapons in small iiuanl ities. 
Altogether I have colloctod II revolvers, *l rifles and I gun. Among 
other young men who camo to ho ailmitted to our (uivie was Dllasicar 
Datta. Ho said that, as lie wanteil tt> conu? among us and he ustdul, 
ho had loarnt tim proparution ot exjdosives. He had a small lalsuatory 
in his house without his father^! knowledge and In' I'xpiu imcuted there. 
I never saw it. lie told mo of it. With his help we lieg.an preps i in){ 
explosives in small quantities in tlm gardondmuse at Mmai ipukur 
Road. In the meantime anotheiv {liend <it (sirs, Hem Cliandra Das, 
after, I think, selling part of his property, wimt to I’aiis h am meeha- 
nics, and, if po.HsibIc, explosives. Wlien he came hack he joimsl Idia skar 
Datta in preparing explosives and hondm. Ww never htdievinl Hukt 
political murder will bring independemte. We do it because we liidiinn> 
the people want it,** rvcviously, when asked what eerlaiii pciqdi^ were 
doing in Ids house when Im was arrested, llarindra Imd said : *riiev aro 
being instructod l)y mo and Hpeiidra Natli in religious and pidiiirnd 
books.** 

The ideas whicdi projiipted the early revuiuliouavy elbirf h wiu*? furl her 
explained by some of his iisHOciates. In the si atmmuii of llficml ra Nath 
Banarji woi’cad : ** As 1 thouglit that some jsmple of India would not he 
made to do any work except through Vidigioii, I wanted the help id nurntJ 
sadhus (religious ascetics). Failing mdhm 1 fell U%v]i upon admolho^yrt 
and collected them to give them religious, moral ami polil ica! edueaiiim. 
Since then I have boon mainly engaged in teaching boys lileuit H,h sr/dc 
of our coiint77 and tlui need of indeiiendcnce, and tliafthe mdv wav left 
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'US is to figlifc for iiidepcucloncc and to start secret sooiotios in different 
parts of the country to propagate ideas and collect arms and rise in 
rebellion when the time sluill be ripe. I know that fiarimlra, Ullaskar 
and Hem were engaged in manufacturing bombs witli a view to do away 
with the lives of tlioso Government ollioials who by repuessivo luoasures 
hampered our work^ viz.y the Lioutonant’-Governor and Mr. Kingstord/* 
Hrishikesh Kanjilal said on tlie lltli of May 1008 : I am a teacher by 
’0(5cupatio.n, , . . At Cliandernagoro Upeu showed mo a few copies 

of tiui JiKjanlar and I studied thcin. I decided that we. must secure the 
political independence of our country, and I asked Upeii to cmpiire in 
the Jngantar office whctlier there was really siicli organix;ation to fi:oo 
oiir country from tlie fojKMgu y()kc, in (Jalcutta, Next day I wont to 
lUiatra and 1 resolved to get a post in the Hduoation Depautnieut so that 
I might preach to young boys the idea that it was by hypocrisy and 
everlasting duplicity the lihiglish had coii<pier(Ml our country, and I got 
,a ])ost in Hio Bhadriiswar High ICngliah Hcliool/’ AiH)thcr associate said : 

When tlie Government at the time of partition refused to liston to our 
petition we tried to hav<i sivaraj (seit-governmeut). My heart was 
touclied by reading the Juganlur newspaper.” 

It is important to note that tlic conf(msions from wliicli the above 
statomentH.have been exbractijd were lield by the Chief Justice of Bengal 
to ho free from ** tli(i slightcHt apprehension of sinister influence or proa- 
Huro.” Wii may therefoje safely conclude that the object of Bavindra 
and his associates was to persuade the ilCilglisliMiducated youths of Bengal 
that tlic British (iovernincut was foilnded on fraud and oppression, that 
religion and history dictated its renioval. Ultimately the British must 
be expelled from the country. In tJie meajitimo by religious, atlilotin, 
■(Hhu^ational discipline, a fanatical organization must be created whujli 
would df'.V(‘lop its inspiration by murders of oflloials, and, as we shall see 
latm’, would iiuaime and arm itself largely by the plunder of pcaceaUe 
Indian folk jiistiriial by tln^ most cynical reasoning. 


2B. It was olivious tliat, in a (muntry where men, us a rule, incline to 
the (killings of their fathers, it would be dillicult to pervert the sons of 
lawyers, eJerks, wJuiolmasters and tradesmen into gangs of murderers i 
It was (’(jually clear tliat such perversion would not be elTeeted merely by 
calling asHassi nations violent enterprises ” or by asserting that a ptiace- 
able and law-abiding people, who bad only a few yearn lieforc entirely 
(hudiiuul to ri^spond to revolutionary appeals, liad beguir to thirst for tlio 
blood of olUeials. INusevering, sustained and extraordinary mefclmds 
Avere retpibite if the desired objectiv(». was over to bo reached. Wo will 
now sei^ tliat such methods were employed. 


29. 'riio UHScKUates formed a body called the Anusilan Samiti (society 
for tlie promotion of culture and training)* 
lU molhodji of ^ One of thcBO Hocieties was soon in working 

order at Calcutta, the caj)ital of Western, and 
.another at Dacca, the cajiital of liastern Bengal. They extended thoir 
ramifications in all diroction.s. At one time the Dacca society had 000 
‘ . ■’ ■ V 



bmnchcB in towns and villaf'cs. Hcsidis Mnw. miculi.'s ..Mmt I.-sh 
groups cidlocted ; but all wero iiiHpin‘d by i\w sa.no Mo.bl i.nis 
and tiniicd in crnaiinR an aiimo^plmrc whicii would HWtdl f luMr ranlo^ luut 
facilitato tlicir opomtioius. Tlio al.iiunsplioru was to hr rinxiod hy “ hndd • 
ing up” puldiu opinion by nuuum of nrwspupc'ivn songs and liltonfuns 
preaching, secret nioetingrt and aHsn(dalions, I Inivst ” lunsf h<‘ rival .‘d, 
Welcome therefore unrest, 'Svliosn Idstoriisil nanu' is iwnlt 1”'^^ ^ d’lituv 
was unfortunately already more than enou|.di univ!>t in l>otli Ihmuals, 
but Hometliing far more Viohmt uiid thirable. was desired by Harindivi 
and his IVieiuk. Arabinda (lliosh Imd joimsi him from liamda ; and 
the brothers witli their immediate followers alurted various ni‘ws[»apem 
tlio most popular of. wliioh, publinhed in iluent vm’iiHeular IhuigiiU. was 
tho Juganim’ (Now This journal began to ])Our forth ia(*ial hatred 

in March 190G, attained a circulation of 7,000 in 1007, and rapidly 
readied a still wider range liefore it ceased to appear in lOOM in rouse- 
quonco oi tlie newly passed Newspapevs (Incitement to t)l\ciieea) Act. 
Its obaracter and teaching entirely justify the eonuueniu of the (Idef 
Justice, Sir Litwronco Jenkins, quoting ami ado|)ting the folhnvine, w^n ds 
of the SeSfiionB Judge of Alipure, ** I’hey (‘xliihit a burning tiahi'd i.d 
the British race, they liroathe revolution in t^very line, Hew point iuit 
how revolution is to be efl’ected. No calumny and no lu (ilii’e is |e|i unt 
which is likely to instil tlie people of the country witli tlu' sanc^ idea or 
to catch the mipressionablo mind of youth.” \Vc will here gi\e i wo 
passagos, both pu Wished when the paper was in its mideareer, v. luvli 
announced to tlunisands of ])eople how the rcvohdioimries pinpusrd tc 
accomplish their object. One appeared in the issue of Aniut'*t I In’ !'!( ii, 
1907, After dilating on .the ease with which arms could be i’ii||i «ded 
and bombs manufactured, provi(h‘d that Mccrce.y were luuint lined, tlm 
article proceeded; “There is another very, good means of amjuiriic/ 
strength of ai'jns, Many people have observed m the |!ir <Man levolutioii 
tlmt there are many pavtizaiiH of the revolutionaries anumg tim I’r.ar’s 
troop, s. These troops will join tlin revolutionists with various anus, 
This method miccecded well during the Kreiudi Ih*volu(ioH. *rijir ravedu- 
tipnists have additional advantages where the ruling power iii a foirij'u 
power, because tlio latter bas to recruit most of ils troops frmn among 
the subject people. Much work can be done by the ivvolulioni U i vm v 
cautiously spreading tlie gospel of indepciuhuicit ainoiig (luiir unlive 
troops, When the time arrives for a practical colliidnu wiih lle^ mtin;t 
power, the isjvolutionisis not only got. thr?sc troup.H among their run hr., 
but also the arms with which the ruling jiowm* imppUcd (licm, Ih /uleM, 
alltho entluiHiasm and courage of Mu^ ruliii|.r power cun be ilcHroyed Iw 
exciting a serious alarm in its mind ” T)ic other upncurcd on t he gW h 


uppeurcti on the ;!mh 
of the same month. It purports to 1)C u lettiu’ from a mud //u/// (dc\ * d re) : 
“ Dear Editor,— I hear that copies of your paper art* being snld by 
3f at least fifteen thuunand copies ili dri- 


tliousancls in the hamr, 


Soo artlolo hoadod " Woloonio Unront^Vln Urn Jumnlnr pf Aurll ilifi Uili» 
1007^ quoted ill tbo High Court judgmont, Alhioro otmApimcy eiwo. 
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qufccd in tho eounbry, nearly sixty thoiisaiul people read them. I cannot 
witliliold fclio toniptiition of tolling a certain thing to these sixty thousand 
people and am therefore taking np my pen untimely ... I am mad 
and' crack-hrained luul a sensatioii'inonger. Tlic cup of my delight 
hecomos full when 1. see unrest doHconding m all directions . like deaf 
dum))n<!SH .1. (ianuot rest any longcsr. Nows of loot is retuihing mo from 
all qnart(vrH, and X am dreaming as if tlio future giu'.rilla bands wore 
looting money and as if the fntnio war liad commcneod in the slmpo of 
petty daeoities (gang robberies). . , . 0 I’limdcr, I worship you 

to-day, bo onr liolpinato. You so long liid ytnir.sclf like a oanknr m a 
flower and ate awa)' the oountry’s siibstanece X'ome and do again liorc 
and there resuscitate the old miirtial spirit Iniiind tho public, eye. . . 

You mado mo ]H'omiHe that day that by your grace,, tlio .Indians when 
they roinombored and worsliipped you would, gob bol,h tho inoney to arm 
thomsolves and the military tvaining. Tliat is why 1 worsliip you 

to-day.” ' f 1 ' 

'.l.'iio Jiujanlar was by no nieaim tlio only uewspapor organ of the. 
assooiates. 'I'licro worn others, sueh as the Bandityu, wliic.b proclaimed 
abroad : ” We want comide.te independence. 'I'lio eounbry oanuqb 
prosper so long as the veriest shred of the Ferivyhi’s mqiroiimey over it 
IS left, l^uxnlatihi, boyeobt, all arc meaningless to us, if they are not the 
means of retrieving oiir whole luul eoniplete independonce. . . .• 

lliglits granted by the Fcnwihia as favonv, we shall spit at and reject, 
and wo shall work out our own salvation.” 

The virulent lialrcd exiiressed by micli publications ^was further 
disseminated )iy tlimiHaiuls of leallets wUieli liave eoiiliiiued tit issue inter- 
mittently lip to the present time. 

:il). Ji’or blicir own initiates the conspirators devised a renmrkablo 
series of ttiXt-lMioks. '.t'lie Jihtffavad (h'la, the 
M«ntnl frninliiK of rovo- writings of Yivekananda, the lives of Mimziui 

mtloiinry rocrulU. „,„i (laiihaldi, were part of blie course ; and in 

the wonts* of Mr. .fiistice Muliburii : ” sncli jiriiiciplcs as llm l■(dlgIoUH 
iirineivile of almoliite mirreiider to the Divine Will were cmiibiyed by 
■designing and unscrupulous men ns )toteiit iimiins to iidlneiiee, mid un- 
balance weak-ininded jicisons and thus ultimately bond them to become 
iimtriniiciits in the commission of nofurious erimes from winch tilioy 
miglit ot!ier\vi.MO recoil with honor.” Three books, however, of a ims- 
(fhievmis or specially inllaniinatory kiml have particularly attract at 
our attention. 


of 


'I'lu! mnumn MmuUr (temple, of Ilhawani, one of the luaniEc.stiUiouH 
tlui goddess Kali) exalts Jjliawanx as the mainfestation of hnkli. 


* 'Chs wltMln iiftssiius riinn Uuih ! *' At Hin sMiin tlnio wo noiinot ovorlonlt tlso lompnt- 
ftblii fat't tluii Ihtv rnYohiiltnmi'V litmaturo ltron|irht to inHlftutio mm) In exther 

Xnliito wirronUer to llio Divlno Will, iul.mlrliii.eoinmmi 0. WMiy roligU no, tvro o'" 
liv (leHlKiiiiw (inil nnHoniiiiiloiiH uasi to inllnoiico ont unltnlioioo \yosk>niHKlwl 
nml iIkIh ultimnliils' lii'iiii tliws to luHioino inHlnimosls in llio onmnildsion i>£ iwtMioua 
Siei fr»"!‘ 13^ rm, oil will. b..rxor.«~tV./c,.«« Woiw, 

Vot. XXIX, p, Kiiig-Xmptm vb. /ImriM Lm llmra. 
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Indians must acquire menial, pliysieiil, iiuual ninl s|.iritiinl hIivii.-Hi. 

They must copy the nustliods of .lapan. 't'liey I'Uisl. «lni\v 

from religion* Tlow this is to be dene is deseribed in iiu»\iiip end 

powerful terms. Tlie hook is a rniuirknble inslanei' of of 

religious ideals to political purposes. 

The Ikrkman Ihmanili (tin'- inodmi iirt of wjir) iMvarlirs liinl, war 
is imwitiiblo when opi^ieHRiou (iiinnot olliarwitu^ Im^ Mnpprd, huiw^f f.r 
ccetioji i.s tlio way to \v(*altli and aulvalhai ; anil ll ia \o f^.ialdi li iliis 
Kama tlmt tlie IliiiduH have aet uj) the. wtirdiii^ nf .VnitMi la 

wanted • , . The atren{d^l» ynuiha itf a rminliy lun.^t I.e 

to iiTOgulai warfare^ then they will gimluully heroine IVarlivia and i sprit, 
in Mworcl play. They muat fare dingeiM and aetiniie heroin ijnaHl u a. 

Next we come to the hook Mnldi Kon Vafha (What in tin' path of 
salvation ?), which in of peeiiliur hnporlanee aa it alinwa Imw the ron- 
spiratoi’B devised and juBtificd the Bysteui ol raining fimdH liy i niiimit t ing 
-dacoiticB (gang lobberios) on their own countrymen. I’lie wlnde hnoh, 
which is a reprint of selected arthdes from the Jufianiar^ indieafi ' in 
frank tenns the main features of the nimjwiign whieli wn:i aelnally 
carried out, At an early Btage the hook (h'nouiu^es the " /nnatlne.' i; and 
lowness of the ideals of the National Congress, 1 1 indicate, *i the rnriei t 
attitude for rccruitB to follow in regard to curnaii- agilalienji. " 'Ihe 
bands may always join such agil:ati(»nB and uiiderialiings leginding 
dih'oront contcmjiorary events whudi the preju*nt leaders of (he riiuntiy 
always wisU^us to join, flat it , should always be a llird niie.itleiattnii 
that in the matter of those uiuh'rtalcings alone which extend over the 
whole country and whicli raisini <|esins for libeity, the hainbi Jiie to 
join whole-heartedly and to try to be in l lii’. foremost, lanhs. . 

In the present cinnnuHtanccs of our country there is no ho Iv of tnider* 
takings and ugitatioim regarding it ; and by Ihe/paceof (iod, the llen|*ali!i 
arc everywhere being imiiated by iliesc' tdlorts into u love of ih»" cnooiry 
and a determination to oldain liberty, 'rheicfotc let ilo ^e he hy no 
means disregarded. Jlut if Ihesn ngitaliona he joined in wilbimt the 
ideal of freedom being (dierislied in ihelieail, real stn nitlb and liiMooig 
will never be acquired from them, Tlundori! as the imndoa.i of tlo» 
band will, on the one liaml, stake their lives on increasing ih«‘ nf 
the bands, so on the other (hey should remain peruevering ami m rive 
in keeping the country excited by these uiuliattddngu ami agilutioir 

The hook further points out that not much muscle was jccpiircd to 
shoot Europcam, that armw could he procunut hy grim detcrmimM ion 
and that wcaimns could Imjmqamulaileutly in some secret phiee. Indiana 
could be sent to foreign countries to leiiru the art of mukiitg Wfatpon-n 
The assistance of Indian soldiors must Im nhtuiued. They nnnu he 
made to uudoratand tlio misery and wreitdualucHs of the count l y. 'Urn 
heroism of Sivaji must bo rememberetl Am hmg ns rcvolul ionmy wmh 
romained in its infancy, exponsoH eoukl la^ met liy suliHmipf iomc Hut 
• as work advanced, money must bo exauted from soeiely hy the ujqdicii- 
tion of force* If the xwdlution is being brought about for t lie wcUaro 



of society, then it is perfectly jnst to collect money from society for the 
nnrposc It is admitted that theft and dacoity are crimes because they 
violate the pilnciplo of the Rood of society. But the political dacoit 
is aimina at the good of society, “ so no sin but rather virtue attaches 
to the destruction of this small good for the sake of some liighor good. 
Thcr(Yforo if rovoUifciouaries oxtort money from the miserly or luxurious 
member of society by the application of force, their conduct is perfectly 


just.” 

MuUi lion Palhe further exhorts its readers to obtain tlio “ help 
<.f the native soldiers. . . . Although these soldierfl for the sake 

<.f their stomach accept service in the Government of the ruling power, 
still they are notliing but men made of flesh and blood. Ihey too know 
(how) to think ; when thereiore the revolutionaries explain to them 
tl.e woes and miseries of the country, they, in proper time, swell the 
ranks of the revolutionaries with arms and weapons given them by the 
rulina power . . . Bticaiise it is iwHsiblo to iiorsuade the soldiers 

in this way, the modern I'higlish .lla) of India does not allow the cunning 
Bengalis to enter into the ranks of the army. . . Aid in the shape 

of arms may bo secretly obtained by securing the help of the foreign 
ruling powers.” 

31 . Wo have now dcseribed tlio origin and causes of the revolutionary 
movement in Bengal. We have shown that 
Summary. _ dtents of Barindra ICuniar Glumh 

weie unsucm'ssfnl, hut that they wore subsi'.quoutly renewe.d with marked 
dcterminalhm in more favourable eircuinstances. We have said oiiougli 
to make it apparent that the intentions of tlie rovolutiouarie.s wove 
eventually to subvert by violent inisniis British rule in India, and 
while to asHassinate Govermnont olUcials, to obtain such help as inight 
be obtainable from the Indian army, and to linance their enterprises by 
plundering their fellow-eountrymen. We have de-seribed the propaganda 
and indicated the methods and the organisation, by whieh they prepared 
to earry these intentions into elYeet. In the following pages, after 
viving some account of the matm-ials which have been available to us, 
we sliall trace a gradual deve.lo)mieut of a series of wilfully calculatim 
crimes, of bomb outrages, of daeoities enmmitted against helpless people 
in far-away villagtm, of se.hret murders, of nHsa-ssinatiens of Indian police 
ollieers whose only fault was their courageous and undeviating 

Lastly wo shall examine in mora detail the organization and motlmds 
by which these outrages wore promoted ami oltor groumls for oonoludliig 
that they were all the outcomo of a widespread bat essentially single 
movement of perverted religion and equally perverted patriotism. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Bengal Revolutionary Crime. The nature of the Evidonco. 


32. It is (ionvoiiiont boforo iiurmiini' ( lui niimitivu fui tlii*r i n t iiu'- 

l)l\o (WMlnric^o ujiun liuvr wtukr^l, luil. 

FoundaHonsoUur gonoral m\m) uh kIuo in itn nliil linnuy 

Hgiiaiiion, Imb alHo in nMu^hihjr fnMnnal 
oonoluaions to bo not forth lator aa to llio naUivo ami axUmi of l lir rnn- 
spiracy boliind tins oriino* 

Wo have tried to bear in mind that our duty baa hmw not in liy a 
largo number of purtioular iHauea n^luting to imliviiliial immlmda or 
caaos, but to roalitto and, it wo ean, ]U‘em)iit in a c^loar liglit lo olbna (lie 
broad featuren of tlio aituatiom Wliilo Iheroforo ww havo hml mTt'.i iurily 
to considor ovidonco witli regard to many imliviihml iiiridi iit i nmL in 
oaoli caso, boo what it comOH to, tho only imporiaiioiMif niirh 
for our purpose lies in tho general (jonohmiomi wliirli, lulnm in \ U*' angre- 
gato, they suggest. 

33, In tho first place as regards tho political idmmiHor nf tlio iml nujjca 

wo luivo doHorilMM!, iJiero fire *J cmnio in fain 
Charactod8UC|S 0 ^^^ which l\v llicii vi rv nuiurc 

pioolaim tticmMcIvcs ns rmniuliMinn y. Munlcr 
by bomb is praothally certain to Im of this ctlnirm^tcr. iSu loo air nnudera 
or attempted murdom of magistrnics, police nnhass nr inhniMm^ ndual 
or suspected, connected with the dotciaion or proscriitinn id pmams 
accused of rovolutiouary criiuo. But even in tho cjum of inco' l oh! my 
or murdor in tho oourso of roldiery there fire certain fcut in i s, ( he pcisialenl 
rcourronco of whioli at once distingumlies Uu’se crimes from ihcisc com- 
mitted by ordinary criminalH and cnnncc.lH them with cacti oihm\ It ia 
not to 1)0 understood tluit all the features are prs'sent in each ncm or 
oven that any ouo foatnro is present in all. But ihem^ c)uiiai!tmi!>lic!i 
run througli tho outrages as a whole, Home in one group, o| hers in nmil Inn* 
overlapping group, and so on. 

Tho poisons committing those outrnges were usual ly yfuing men nf 
tho bhadmloh class. !f.'hoy avo oftesn rojinrlfcd as Hpcuhing in ICngliah or 
in tho vernacular as spoken by person nf bhadmlok |in,*5ii hm in life, Hnnic^ 
times they wear khaki " Blvirta or klmkl havcmiclm, nr both, and 
wear masks oithor rod or white of a similar piittcrn. Thi» ngc.<, iuihIm 
and occupation of thoso convicted or killed in the conimi(uiinn nf ruYohi- 
tionary orimo arc shown iu tubular form in annex me 

Tho ciroumsfcanco that iobbovios and juuvders urn being ciunmitted 
by young mon of rcspootablo oxtraotion, »tudcnta at mhmh iiml colleger, 
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t8 indeed an amazing phenomenon the occurrence of which in most- 
countries would 1)6 hardly credible. Wo do not, however, treat an 
outrage as necessarily revolutionary merely because it is committed by 
hhadmlok. That is only one element. Conversely, however, it some- 
times ha])pcns that a revolutionary arrosted in another connection men- 
tions an outrage as committed at .such and such a time and place when no 
Buoh crime is known to the Criminal Investigation Department ns im- 
putable to the revolutionary organisation, yet on roforonco to the local 
police it is found that the crime was committed, but that, no circumstances- 
being noted at the time to indicate its WiadraloJe. character, it has not been 
reported as suoh. 

Ifurther, in many eases implomciits have been left behind by the- 
dacoits and apociiuens have been inspected by us. In a large nuniboi 
of eases llogging-luunmcrs wore used and in four eases Wiey were of 
identical pattern. Cold chisols have boon used wliich at first liad handles 
of split bamboo, later of stout wire and ultimately of twisted ii-on rofl. 
Bimilarly, the means employed to give light were up to J'lri bottle- 
torches (viz., a rag soakeil in keroseno and ludd liy being thrust intO' 
tlio neck of a bottle), whilo in 1914-11) these gave place to acetylene 
lamps or specially prepared tin lamps with wicks. All tlie nnplomonte 
and apparatus found at the scones of outrage have been presoryed luul 
have boon iuspoeted by us. The porsistonco of certain types of article- 
is romarkahlo and (ionvincing. 

Again, there is a strong family likeness in tho methods employed.. 
Ill many eases the telegraph wires have been cut, often a(i a distuneo 
of Homo miles from the aetual outrage, or tho dacoits have been divided 
into parties, some as guards, some to break open safes, some to torroriso 
tbo inmates, and so on. Often they havo obeyed a leader, comtmmi- 
cabing his orders by whistle or bugle, and havo moved off in some rudi- 
mentary military formation, In some of the later eases in Calcutta 
motor cars have been employed. These are not the charuetci isticfi 
of oiidemie dueoity ns heretofore known to the poliee. 

Tlie eireumstaiiee tliat iirearms are used goes a very long way 
to dilTerentiate these erimes from ordinary daeoities, inasmuch as bj 
reason of the Arms Act, which requires a pormissive and not merely f 
revenue lieense for the iiosHession ef lironnns, they cannot readdy b( 
(d)tainod M-ithont an organisation for their illieib actjnisition beyoiu 
the resonrees of tho ordinary criminal. Statistics, _ moreover, shoy 
that the use of fivoarins has not been a usual characteristics of daceity n 
Bengal. In the six years ending December 1900 tlioro wore m all Benga 
according to polieo statistics for which we asked, only one case in wlnoJ 
jiistoln and nine in which other Iirearms are known to liavo been usocl 
A much more cogent piece of evidence is where there has boon th 

use in a number of case.H not merely of lire anas or of lire arms of i 
similar iiattorn but of weapons tracealile, iiy some cases by demon 
stration, in otliers upon a very strong presumption, to a comnmn source 
Tills ovidonce eonuecls as due to confederacy dacoity With dacoitj 
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-miu'dcr with mimloV, imd Uio. nuiiih'm with tho duciulic:'. 'I’lii^t ■^nltji'nt 
ia (■liilxM'atwl horoiifti'.i'.wUon wd (h-ul willi tlm (•..mu-i tit.n hcf w.m'ii 

aiul diakicta in the i»utl.iHM)f (u-j;;iiii; utiiMi. It hi Ikto ivf.-nnt tn iu 

paasiiigiui cm« «t tlio cxkriml f.'atmvM jimtifyiii)' mir i luviilyiiii' tli.'i.i 
crinicH toi^othor. 

K; juay l)o niaiaioiMHl \im\ nul. of MoO tiiliuliihul 

wiiih totoronoa to Mm inaMva fm* in cninr, in unly ilvn 

lum i() hmx fi(;tiMnl Mint, tim \vu!< |nivaU’ ;»aiu. Of iln^ livo 

porBons I'ofomMl to Mnim wi’ro taxi t’nl) diivna. 


Apart; from Mio (linanimlaiM'.i'a nf ilm rrimaa Mn'insi^lvi'a tim mutf iialH 
upou whioh w.o luivo formod oiir ooiioluKiona am mainly a a jnlKiw-i ; 

34. In fclio fu’Bl) placo wo havi; a mnulaM' of 4lariamni\ in Mni rjiiinmd 
coui'U. Tluvm imiurully Imvn Imd jpi wi lrdit 
Judgmonle ami tlocu- bmaumo Mmy liavo laam arrival at. 

upon ovidouoo forinaUy ^ivvrn ami olidauat nly 
tested, and after Imaving hoMi hh1(5M. Wo have dovt^tod a a)aM‘iul 
annoxuvo^ to fluinmarisiufj the move im])ortUMt o( ihoMo iliudaiouri ouv Uy 
one. Albhougli a groat many ammod pomona I od v \\ hm in f Im 

eoux't of Hrst insfcanoo ov on appeal and idMmuglii a great many t.iif iMgi-a 
havo not boon tho aubjoet of any trial, it will Im fmind tlmt tiur gonmal 
coucluaiona as to tlio oluiraotor of the nwolntioMary movruoMil, \i:\ aiiuH 
and mothoda liavo boon ailinnud over ami over again in the rmnia. 
Proaooutiona, bowovor, are direoiod to particadar nntragivi «ii\ in ilm 
case of oonspiraoioH, to oluirg(?s aguinat paitienlar gang/n wliennm we 
liavo to on(|uiro bow far a ayatem of revatluliunarv niiiragn Ima nvor* 
spread tho oountry and how far Mn? gangs 4'ommil I iiig f hem aro 4’nniuM f imI 
in a common movement. 


In tho second placo we have a iimnher t»f ihnanmaila ulMuioril Ijy 
scavobos p[ proiniHOS or found 4m persona urieeteil, imdndmg i 
spondeuco. Tliovo have also b(Mm Tnula i\{ arnci ami matnialM li'an 
wUiob important deductions can bn ilrawtn 

3B. Lastly wo havo had placed Ijoforo ns a givat immlaa* uj 

, . ments. In somn 4‘iisea Mn ae haVti bem mm In 

StatomoatBi i,. 14 \ n- 

by ap[n'overHp wim hav44 iieim wdlmg I 44 |MV44 
•ovidonco, but iu most castiB tliey wmii tnad^i by pnnama in ntafudy, 
who arc not so disposed. Thorn am a view fttw atahimnni;:, anti llioiii** 
only as to particular inoidonts, made by joilifai ngaula ami niemlana of 
tho public. Tlio great mass of Mm Htabamails are by janatinn in mnandy 
' other than approvers, and as t o these wo must offer Ht»me imanmuii and 
explanation. Unfortimakdy, with Wiylmvo fidf bmunl 

to treat these statomonts us oonlKlmutab Hy Man Indjan Kviibnme 
Act a confession by a person iu police custOily is m^t eviibmee agidnst him 
unless made before a magistrate with ceriuin formalilh^s laid down in 
(the Code of Orhninal PrQooduro. No stafcunumt made by an aemised 


* Annoxuro (I), 

28 



to a police officer iH admisuiblo, except in so for as it distinctly refers to- 
some fact deposed to as discovered in conseiiucnce of that statement.. 
Tliis has induced, a great candonr in spealdng to the police, but if swite- 
ineiits made under Buch circnrnstunces were made public wo arc satislicd 
that it would be a broach of a well-understood though often unexpressed 
condition. What compels us to bo particularly careful m this respect 
is that tlio dopoiients would in our judgment certainly be exposed tO' 
the vongeaiioo of their associates. 

The above considerations have hampered us considerably in fortifying, 
by way of reasoning niioii evidence disclosed upon the face of tins rcpoit, 
the conelusions at wbicb we have arrived. '.I'liey have robbed us of the 
power to cite particular deponents by name, to set forth the eireumstancos 
of the making of tlie statement, to discuss his means of knowledge and 
the corroboration which ho receives from independent statements or 
ascertained foots. Wo have, however, been able to use extracts from 
statements wliore the identity of the deponent is not directly or indirectly 
disi'-losed. 


The staloinonts in (piestion have been made at various times from 
1907 down to the date of the sittings of this (kmnnittoo. llioy are 
most coinouB in the latest period, when police action under the pofonoo 
of India. Act brolce the morale of the conspiratots. At this time the 
leaders when arrested, sometimcH after a long period of hiding, have in 
many though not all cases been ready to tell the whole story freely. 
Home speak under the impulse of a feeling of disgust for an oHort which 
Ims foiled. Some, of a difliereiit tempevamout, are cojiscionce-stncken.. 
Others siicalc to relieve their fcolings, glad that the life of a liuntod 
criminal is over. Not a few only speak after a period of consideration, 
during which they argue with thomsolvos the morality of disclosure. > We 
have nob failed to l.cnr in mind that information of tins kind is not to 
ho blimlly relied upon, least of all in India. But wo have had remark- 
able faeilities for testing these statements, Ihe fact Unit 
cocdingly numerous, that they liave been made at (hnereiit duti-s and 
often in places vomote frdm one another gives an opportunity for a 
eomparison far more useful than if they were few and 
this IS not all. In numerous instances a deponent rotora to facts pre- 
viously unlcuown to revolutionary haunts not yet suspected or pomons 
not arrested. Upon following up the atatements the 
r„nnd to have occurred, the haunfo are found m full activity, the 
persons indicated have been arrested and in turn have made state- 
immts, or documents have been unearthed and a new dcpartiue 
tained for further investigation. This elgss of research has been 
pnrliculnrly successful in the years 1910 and 1917 and a network of 
nformation lias been obliiincd which leaves no escape from the 
winch «c »1«U Tho tol l'coo«o,v of 

the information given by persons arrested was only too well apiw 
dated by tlmse who remained at large, A revolutionary ami un- 
doubted inurderer. since arrested, thus writes ni a letter dated the 2nd 
jLiary. found in January 191B : “ One gives out the names of ton 




CHAPTER IV. 

Revolutionary Crime in Bengal. 

1906 1908. 

36. Wo now propose l;o Kivo s clwonological stutcinont of tUo outrages 
coininittod by the revolutiouaries in Bongiil. 
Dovolopinont ol rovolutioii- In order to give a geiuuul view in inoderatii 
ary orimo^durlng tho years Hotail, bub skotesh 

uuips will bi! introduced at eouvenionfc periods 
to allow the volnnio and distribution of ttiis class of orinic from time to 
time. Wo shall just note in passing certain collateral nuvttors such as 
legislation and occurrences in other provinces to facilitate tlio apprecia- 
tion of tlio general development. 

At first the persons uudeitaking to commit ontrnges in Bengal showed 
a lack of resolution. Tims there is reason to believe that in August 
B)0(i a plot to rob a widow’s liouse at Bangpiiu was abandoned because 
the intending roliliers, on arrival at the siieue of’oiicrations, heard that 
there was a Sub-Inspector in the village. At Bekharnugnr in Septem- 
ber 1906 a large body of armed dacoits woro balllod by an iron safe. 
In May 1007 a jiarty of nine or ten gave up an intended daeoity at a juto 
olliei! near Arsulia on hearing that the people in the oflice had a doiible- 
bav)’elle<r gun. In August of the. same year a projected daeoity at 
Bankura was abandoned because (lie man who was to point out the liouse 
was too drunk to d i so. Tlnme abandoned projects ate not ludieated o i 
any of the sketch majis which will be found on the succoeding pages 
to ’illustrate the spread of outrages, because they came to nothing. I'lioy 
are only mentioned because there is information believed by us tliat 
those who wore party to them iueUuIcd men who were afterwards found 
guilty by the courts of serious outrages, and in order to show how 
. the mischief grow from small bcginning.H under the iuduonco of criminal 
propaganda. 

More serious iticidenls, however, soon occurred. Tlicro is ivifornm- 
tiou to show that in October 1907 there were two plots to blow up the 
Lieulemini-Ooveriior’s train and oil D ecember Otli, 1907, the train in 
which lie was travelling was aetually derailed by a bomb near Midnaporo, 
tlie explosion making a hole 5 feet wide by C feet deep. In October 
1907 a man carrying iiiouey in a bag was stubbed and robbed at Nctai- 
ganj, in the Dacca district. On the 23vd Decemlier 1907, Mr. Allen, 
Jormorly District Magistrate at Dacca, was shot in the back, though 
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not fatally, at a railway atalitm in tin' diatiict nf l'’)iii.||.iii li.>l wci'ij 
Dacca and Oaltiutta. On ilia :tid April IHOH. aav-'O m.'ii unnrd willi 
ImivcH and piatola entered a liouae at Silipnr, jinit nnlnuli' riili iithi, and, 
by threatcniiiK to murder the owner’e infant dnnjdilt'r, .'u-eiir.-d t hr nm'ie 
dor of money and ornainentM of the value of |{i;. Itm. lA.r wanl .d i-or- 
I'oborative evidence no one wan put on his (rial, but we ore sah ilied the 
robbery did lake jilaee and a well Itnown revolutionary looi einee mb 
initted conijilic.ity in it. 

On the Util April IDOd, a bomb eonluiniuj' aioon;!Ml other inereilienlii 
picric acid waa thrown into the honmi of tlie Muire of ('iiandenmitoie. 
It exploded Imt fortunately no one waa injured. ('hamleroaj;..ie i.a 
a small Kroiicli jioaacaHion on the lloophly aluivo Calcutta and bad been 
a cluuincl for the illicit importation of anna, The Muire Inid recendv 
got an “ oi'dhuiire ’’ pasacd prohibiting Huh trallie. Well know n ii'vobi- 
tionaricB have since confossod to being parly to (his (mtrugn. 

37. On the IlOtli April at MnzalTarinir in the noitli of Heneal (now in 
Bihar and OriMsa) ii luimh waa tliiiovn into a 
Tho Munnffarpur imirdors. jn wldeh two Indie, a, Mr.i. and Miaii 

ICounedy, were driving. They both were killed. The outrage urenrred 
outside tho lionao of Mr. KingHford, the .ludgo of Mnzullarpnr for 
whom it was no doubt intended. Mr, Kingaford had formerly licen 
Chief Tvesklency Magiatrate and had rcaided at (!urdcn l{eurh, Calcntlu, 
and the assassins had been sent to Muziillarpur, far away m Itihur, 
to commit the eriino. • The police had rcecived infonnalioo Id duy.'i 
before that the murder of Mr. Kiog.'ifoid wuii inleoded, and during 
the next year a well-known revolutiooaiv, when in ctielody, aiiid (hut 
before this outrage a homh had hern Held lo .Mr. Kingabud in u p.'ucul. 
Upon search being, made, u parcel was found which Mr, Kini'aford hud 
rocoived hut not opened, tliinlcing it (unitaineil a bo<ik liorrowi-i! from 
him The parcel did contain a book; but the middle porlimi of the 
leaves had been out away and the volume waa I him in cifict u boii nod in 
the hollow was eontaimid a hoinli with u spring to (iiomc ii s cxplo .ion it 
tiro book was opened. 


Within two days of tho murder of the two liidiei two youflm wmo 
arrested. One, a student, confeiiaed in mmit. and was iHiugcd, The oihcr 
shot himself dead on arrest. .T'lio Suh litspci'tor whoiurmilcd tlo' hitter 
was shot dead in fierpmitino Lane, Caleiitta, on Novcmlmr tttb folhiwing, 


38. Meahwliilo, on tho 2nd May. on evidence olitaincd in l onnoc- 

Aliporecoasplmey cnsoand ^’”'1 “ l'f''t''tiH ont-iugc, .aeumbe. were 

connoctod murdtrt- luado lu a garden at .Mumktala und idm'Avlierc' 
in Calcutta and honibs, ilynumile, cartiidgifH 
and oorrespondenco seized. Upon tluHil I per.HiniH werrM'loiigcd wit h con- 
spiracy, of whom one, Narondva (hwaiii, hi'cani'! itn approver, h'diem 
were ultimately found guilty of conspiracy to wage war avuinut the 
Kiug-Empetor,. including Barindva Knrnivr (IhOHli, aln-adv mentioned 
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as one of tlio most activo fouudots of the criminal rovolutionary mCvc- 
jmmt in Bengal, Jloin Chaiulva Das, tlio manufuoturor of tlio bomb 
which killed Mi’s. and Miss Ifcniiody, and another wlio made the atato- 
ment already alluded to and so strikinjfly eonlirmed as to the aendin-f 
of a bojnl) in a ])aieel to Mr, Kingsford. '.I'lie- trial in this ease is known 
as the Alii)ore conspiracy ea.so. It is eonveuiont to juention by anticijia- 
tion that, peiidinj; the trial, tht! approver Narondra Gosain was shot 
dead .in jail by two revolntionaries also confined, who managed to got 
iii'ins sniviggled in. fi’liey were botli cemvieted and executed. Ifur- 
ther, on the lOth hV.brnary IflOi), the I’ublie Droseeutor who had acted in 
the Alipore ease and. in the case of the. imirder of the approver was shot, 
dead in Galcntta, while on the ‘Mth Jannary IfilO, a Deputy Supirin- 
ttnident of I’olice was shot dtaid while leaving the High (Jonrt, (.laleutlii,. 
wh(!re he was attending the hearing of the appeal in the Alipore case. 

'.I'ho arrests made in the beginning of Maj' lOOfi in (sonneetion with the 
Alipore (ionspiracy for a time rcmioved from the stame between !10 and 'Ul 
persons, twelve of whom as shown Iiy their convietions and ultimate 
se.nte.mwH in that e.ase ;were hsulers in outrage. Giimo, how(!ver,. 
ebntinned. 

ih), On the Ifitli May 1908, a bomb exploded in Grey Street, Cal- 
entta, injuring four ))erHons, and between 
Wloro outrage* nndmurrtors. <,[ G,,, y(,,ir there were four 

(iases of hombs being thrown into railway earriages near Calcutta, 
filhese, Ijombs wtu’e, however, not of a formidable eharaoter, being 
eiielosed iu ooeoaunt sliells. On one oeeasiou a European gentloniau 
was iHvdly wounded and two otlieiu slightly injured. On the (ither 
oeeasiouH no one was hurt. It may bo that tlie intention was to injure 
Mr, Hume, the rublie Prosecutor, wdio on one oceasion was m the 
eavriagii into wliieh tho bomb was thrown and on another oeeasioii 
was in tlie train but not in the jiartieular carriage. Two other cases of 
eoeoaimt liomhs being t.hvowii into trains oeeurred near Calcutta on the, 
I0l.h Eehrnary and nth April 1909. fi'hcy do not call for furtlior notice. 
Ihsieeedings undiu’ the jireventive section of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, wme instituted against a certain person and tliis tyjio of outrage 
ceased whmi he was bound over. 

On the 2nd .Tunc 1908, at Hurrah in the Dacca district, tliero too 
iilaee a serious dacoity, with murder. The oircumstuiiccs of this crime' 
pvt'sciitcd most of tlic charactcristlos hy which daooitip.s organised by 
the revolutionaries were thereafter distiiiguisluid. A body of about 
no men armed with rides, revolvers and daggers and weaving masks 
came iu a boat ajtparently from a eoiisiderublc distauec and attacked 
tho house of a native re.sidcnt. They took away about Ks. 20,000 in 
cash and about Us. 887 wortli of jewellery. They then retired to tlicir 
boats whieb were about 400 yards from the. house. The village chau- 
kidar nr walelumiu atti-mpted to stop them. 'Chey shot him dead. 
They then got into their boats but wero pursued by villagers and police 
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persons were pnt 
:Huiruiiontly idtsutify fclioin. 

A, 

Sv Hcutiov.Hl tlio IMHVIS H.nl peopl,. I.y l.rinf' u.u luot.-H tie, 

. S »L ana l)m-.e houses. They .11 not, lind n.ueh n.-M.ey .n 
iowi'llory bub in bliek retreab l.hr<tufrh the. Isizar bh.'y 
iiouBOs and oaused damaf^e t.o the extent, of Us. U,m .Milt-iiyh n 
loward o£ Rh. 1,000 was ofleml lor Infoninvtiou, no .•yideiu e on wl.nli 
.liny individuals could bo l)rou{;hb to trial was o .laine.l, but. .u.inn) 
.ai'lilos loft behind by the d.Uioits was a e.opy of a l.ook eii.uilale,! fioin 
itho Dacca Auusilan Samiti, 

There is no doubt that the Banah and Navia diuioilien vveve the 
■work of the Dacca Sainiti. There is almudanb ..vnleiice i.f 1li.it. I,.>f..i.', 
us, includini' the confession of a man wh.i took pait m b'-lb. 

In Aucnst three men wore arr.tnt.ed in a iioab whi.!h ha.l lM•en i,t..li>n 
in the Dacca district. Two c(Hintry-nia.le dafti'.irs w.'ie .•..i.(', nhM in 
the boat, and one of the men found in it was afl.>nvar.ls .s.nvide.l ami 
sentenced to transportation in wiiat was kn.iwn as the llaris.sl suj.ple- 
montaiy conspiracy case. There is ii.> rt'iisonablo d-uibl. liml. Ilm I, oat 
was stolon for use on nnotlier enterpriso of (ho cliar.ud.'r of tho Hariali 
.and Naria dacoities. 


On tlio Ibth AuKUst IDOH and .m tl... Ililh H.ipl.'inb.-r I'llis. tliero 
ociurn'd dae.ntios, oiio at. Itajitpnr, Myin.'U' 
DaoolU Mrtng M pollco and another at. MijdaUi in the 

offlwn. Ilooglily dislrhib, m.no than Uhi mil-i. away. 

In both cases a number of yoniiK irwu anii.sl with pistoln obtaun'd 
.admittance to houses on tho pretence of Imiiii.? isilicn ..llie.'ifi .•onduet- 
ing a seatoh, and when admitti*d rolilitsl the proiuu'..'ii. fn t he lat t.u 
case four men wore convicted, of whom two had also heon l•,oltulliltlsl 
for trial on ample ovidonce in the former casi!. A conviotiim havim? 
been obtained, this case was nob proceed.sl with ay,ain:it tlm men 
convicted. 

Tho murders in September and Novemls'r I'.WH of Nareu tJoniin, 
Murderi approver, and of Uub-IuH|K'..itor Namla ted 

Banarji who hud arresUid one of tlm mnrdmern 

-of Mrs. and Miss Kennedy, have already been nundiiimul. In Novem- 
ber there were certainly one and probably three murders of the Hitnu 
kind. In tho firat, the victim was a man called Hnkumar (’hiikr.ili»u’ti 
who had been arrested with l^ulin Behari Diw of Uu; Dabea Ainwilai 
Saraiti and others upon a charge of enticing away a buy, Hukuma 
vnade a statement and wtw voloascd on bail, but aiivor apijaaretl. Tlier- 





is atniidanfc concurring Inifc intlcpcndcnt testimony, including a con- 
fession liy one of the murderers, tliat ho was killed to iirovont him giving 
evidence. Two other men, Keshab Do and Annada Porsad Ghosh, 
members of the revolutionary party, are also believed on substantial 
grounds to have been tnurderod about the same time, because it was 
feared they would give information against the Samiti. 

d 

In Novo)nbor and December of 1.908 there wore two more serious 
_ ... dacoities in West Bengal at Ilaita and Morolial 

** ‘ in which armed bands with fire-arms took part, 

'riioro Vi'as also one at Doliargati in the .Bakarganj district. One man 
who was wounded and arrcstiul in the act was convicted in the Morohal 
case. 


On the 7th November 1908 there was also an attempt to shoot Sit 
Andrew I'i'rasor, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The assailant was 
arri'sted and sentenced to ten years’ rigorous imprisonment. 

l.'JiiH brings the narrative di>wn to the end of 1908 ; it is summarised 
in tlio tablo appended. The scenes of the outrages mentioned are shown 
on the accompanying map. 


40. On the- 2nd November of tlii.s year was issued the Iloyal Pro- 
clamation foresluidowing the enlargement of 
the Legislative Gouncils and the extension of 
,«lHutlonal roformi. ,.eprcsentative principle. The reforms wore 

announced by tlio Secretary of Stato in the succoediug month, 


Tabular statomont ot 
rovolutlonnry . crimot 
lortho yanrs 100C— 08. 


41. Wo annex a tabular statement of re- 
volutionary crimes perpetrated during ■ the 
years 1900 -1908 
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♦rDamage Rs. 6,4€a 



1900. 


i)| tlH‘ i'rimlnfil l.iiw 
li* 'Thi i 

.it’liri 1 ilK'd 


42 . On t)io nOi l!)ns wu. pa. 

At'l AIN 

Prsvcnilvo action. nioviilail Onil. rliaii’i j • i 

,,itcnc» n.iBM .ito' «» 



1009 :— 


Ducoa AmimlauHiuniii ■ 
Swatlofili Bainlliah Sandl l 
Bniii Hainlli . 

>Saiu'iil Hamiti 
Sad liana Sannti 


\\M \ A, 

|l;di Ulj. 

hip’ll . 

M ynl' U itUvfh- 


Tn November 19()8 I’lilin Helwni Dua. t he hamj -f tlu- li.uvai .Saiiiih 
•with 8 oblior povHoni) hwl Ihiou i!ei)nil,e.l umler KejnilatMm III nl hU.', 

43. On Fobtimvy lOOi. 'H’ 

AHlml,«.n!i liiimua, llu- Vublu’ Vn-nemilui ^^lm 
iDAColtlos and murders ol ft.,.,,, arc, I for l.li« (’rown in llm ' Hia- ..f Mm 

tho year 1900. nmrdcr <tf Nuivii Onauin, lli*> iippr.iv.iv, umi 

ehofe ns ho was Icnvinfr iho Bnlairbuii r..liea 0*niil, t'alintia. i’’ 
assaiiant was soiml by eoimfableH, couviele.l ami Inuip.-l. <"> 

3ril Juno 1000 a youna man nameil Vi iyir Nutli (ha>ui)i wji i inni.l-'i-nl 
at his lionn}/in tlie proHonee of liin nnitlmr by a Imml of nmn imimtl wii t 
fircariviB. This man was mimlorml in luiaiiilco for liia biotlior, tiiui.-ah, 
wlio at tlio time was Kivini.' oVKlenea (<w the iiolieo in u ••iia.. thmi p.-mItiM'. 
There is clear proof by tho oonfesHlnu of a pui(iti|»alor coinibonitml 
by other stateiuonts that this was tlm worlf of tho Unoou .'buniii. 

On tlio ICtli An^'iwt, at NunHhi in tlm Khnlmt ilialimt. ii tiuouity 
was committed by Bor 0 mashed )Hbr;mim anneil with piitolv ami dai'ooia, 
who obtained delivery of tho victini's hoys l>y niommoa ami ira.l: away 
Es. 1,070 in money and ornamenlM. In si-arehoa mado in I’linma’tinii 
with tho arrest of persons snspeeted of (.his miioo ii.'diiit.nii liloiatoro 
and instructions for tho nmnufaotuve of osploaivon worn (••nml, A 
immhor of persons wove convicted. 

On tho nth October 1000 whilo a conaipnonent of Ita. •” 

seven bags was being convoyed in u train wliieh had juat left Uajemba' 
pur station, 7 or 8 hhadmhk youths who had entertid i ho traio at Daci a 
•attacked tho throe men who were in ehargoot the imomy. Twt* of tho 
men were shot, one fatally, and the other stahhed. Tim rnldmva timn 
threw the money out of the trniti and iuinped oil. Abmit half tim 
money was ultimately recovered and 01 M 5 man was (•oiivii.tijd. Krom at 
joast three statements made at later clntca, at dilloreub tloies atid idm ca 
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by persoiis in ciistody independently of each otliGi^ is clear that this 
was a dacoity on account of the revolutionary organisation, and one 
deponent, whose statement has been proved otherwise trustworthy and 
has been so characterised in a judicial decision, states definitely that 
part of the money went to the Dacca Samiti and part to the Jiigantar 
party in Calcutta, 

On the 10th November 1909, a house at Eajnagar, Dacca district, 
was entered by 26 or 30 youths armed with guns, who carried away 
in ornaments and money Rs. 28,000, On the 11th November, next 
clay, 20 or 30 youths with bombs and guns looted four shops at Mohanpiir, 
Tippera, and curried off Es. 16,000 in cash and ornaments. Both these 
dacoities were planned at Sonarang National School, and tliev have 
been described since by undoubted members of the Dacca Samiti, 
These three dacoities were clearly the work of the Dacca Society, which, 
it is observed, are using a school for the organisation of such crimes. 

Another important dacoity committed this autumn, hut not by 
the gang just mentioned, was at Haludbari in the Nadia district. On 
October 28th, ten or twelve youths armed with pistols and a gun, with 
faces muffled and some with false beards, raided two houses and carried 
off in ornaments and money Rs. 1,400, Five of them were intercepted 
on their way to a railway station and arrested. In the house of one of 
them 36 loaded revolver cartridges were found. Five of these men 
were convicted. In the possession of one of them, XJpendra Deb, were 
pills containing fatal doses of cyanide of potassium. One of the others 
in his statement said that si\ch pills had been given to Upendra in 
order that they might commit suicide if necessary. 

l^oro wore other thefts and dacoities in 1909, which in order to 
avoid overloading this statement arc only noted in the following table 
for the year : — 
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K«coTered. 



During tliisyoar, 1909, them m inforrnat'i<n\ intliratiii‘,( UwJ. a miiulinr 
uf other imirders ajid ’tlaenitira were As nothiir*' nt rjinvd, 

TC do not TKifcieo these matters. It in worth ninit inniiea ir. ♦uawr, 
that in Noviririber, wlmii the Lieuftouini-t loveiioir i«f iAno^ ru i’-nM! 
was liayine; a visit to Apirtahr in 'Hill Tippera, three ymui • msii, uuf 
of whom litrve been since convicted r»f revuluf iomir\‘ criiio\ ve-r** iicand 
hulon’iipi!: there disguised as relip;it)ns tlevoieos and !*a.ve i;!i ‘‘ 
when questioned. 

In December of this year (.ua'trirred ihi* tuurdtn’ alrejuly rnent irmr'd 
of Mr. Jackson, tlie C'tj'lleetor (d Nasik in Domhay t'^rinnidr-nc;'-". 


1910. 


44 . The first outrage of the rw)!vitic)naries in liHO was the iiiurilnr 

Murder 0 . Shamsul Alamt 

Ahiin, on the Mih of January tn flu? 

'Court, wliicli has already Ihhui r(‘l(?rre.<i to. 


46. la the iiiontir of Miireli atddon in connection with what- is liJinwn 
as the Howrah conspiracy ease liogmu hui it 
The HowraMoitspiricy April 1911 that the pruci-cdin;^ ^ 

tamniindau^ with the judgment, ni thr* -Kpceial 
Ikumdi a|)p<)iuical unthaMlu'* (Mnrinnl Law Anuuuiiucni Art, XIV oi llithk 
Fifty persons wewe chargeni with ccmspiracy to wage war iigaimd. t!io 
King and with committing varknis dacoities in tin* dintri ks round mhnut. 
Calcutta in order to colku*i money in furiliernnetuif \ Imir sehinur. A no 
the dacoitks Hpecilied in the clmrgea were the liiglinli, Hnila, MoivhnL 
Netra and Haludbari roMn^rka already immtirmed. Tlmt iIicmc dnreu- 
ties actually occurred an<l were the work of persons of the hkidrohit t*'r 
respeciuhle) cduss was tin’s condusbii of the court, t Innigli I ho cMinqhrae v 
charged was held proved against si.x only of the lu’cnmot. linvse ju v hco I 
already been convicted ami Hcuiteneed in tlui lliilinlbiiri mine. Tfic 
timianoc of the proceedings nuder the Crituiiinl luiw over a period u{ 
12 months against 50 accused persnuH \vm followed. by a r omplel** < e ,■ a • 
tioii of li/aafo*abA: dacudfcieB in thodiBkictsfirouiid (hileuitii, uuul n .t Ktal Jo 
individual imrniHl Jatimlra Miik}iar|i became tlio leader of ii puily iii 
Western Bengal about IDFL 


IM Kiitiliita irng* 


.46, The 'first part of tiie year Ilib'» 
marked by the following dacokicH :— 


W ' m 


44 ' 






All tliese robberios took placo iu t!tf‘ Kluibiii /b* 
between CalcutU I)a,(‘,oa and vvto’o pro'iiormf «‘.| !♦■. 
with pistolB and da,ij*;i!,‘(n's. Ill(juirit^B Ifd tn fh«* di***. 
educated youths who assoruai-tul for tin* jHirpo v.* uf ,* 
in thcrKhuliui di\strict, of wltota 17 uore orooMiif ftMf f, 
Court, in what wa..s known as f.lir^ Khnhia. :‘a!i ^ 
guilty and were discliaa’gtui wif honl punishniiOi,? roi 


47. In Jvdy 1910, in tunisequiuiec 

_ crime in the 

The Daoa conspiracy 
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peisoiis cnarging tlnmi waifi run i|urja.i !•» ‘.v 

war against the King. Among timm wjis I'uiin l.lui'i Hiio'h.t.l 
been de.jxH'tod as alreiuly iiitnitioiii'ii. in N'ov.'iult.T I'.tiH, Inn h.id 
allowed to return at the hegiimitig of IDlti. Funv ftnir amm „.d ut'ni 

■ eventually broiiglit to trial, and to found guilt /'iiou to tortii,-; of 

inrpiibouuieul) varying frotn i to 2 r’earn rl'torou i iEOjU ‘ ueooo'g lu t !e t 

■ case of Puliu Behari Da,s the sen(en,v „,,,r for ? v,,u .f,..,,, 

■ Judge, who.se finding, s were aflirme.l iu the i},,. ni,|, 

remarked that “the memher.s of the onnuu.xil ion if in- Ituv.i 
Samrti) has committed dacoitie.s obvioii.slv for thf piiritoio of roll,T(in» 
funds and had got imsosHion of anas aini eommiiio.i muidiT; (.> eumri* 
their secrets being kept inviolate. The.se overt art, .-l-.u Iv .h, i hat 
the conspiraey to wage war had long pa.s.red the pa-nive ... ,.„.i had 

• dutrof yoyernrnent to take action.'' Semvhei nude at the head- 
quarters of the Dacca Amwilan .Sainifi in eoiuir'et i.,m witii thi( iirote- 
■cution brought to light a ijiiantity of literal u-e l.v iheaid of wlueh ii 

.to a largo o.vtont made clear. 

48. Unfortunately the _prose<mtiun _ had i,o elfect in ivdm in,: the 
Further outrages in iy^t^**''iU.riiii(j iii thi i dint rict , piohahly l»e iUix* 
Eastern Bengal. conspirator.s, and fH,soeiafed org.uii.'uf ion * 

+;n.n xo *1 were too inmiernus and the net ..f tiie inoseeu- 

‘tnmigh. From Jtilv to l»e.;einl.er l**|it the 
JoUowmg political outrages occurred iu the cunntry ahoni, Uami 
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and in addition a (]axx)i1;y [)IanMi*d to takt» plaj'i;- in wliinli 
from Calcutta, Mymenaingli and Sonaranii wriv fni,!* pam, 
fortunately miscarried and no projHTly was stidcvn. 

From the statement of a witmss aia,s‘|)ti‘d a-i Jfin* in tin* 
supplexuentary coitspinu-y it iijtpi-ars tbaf ihr linrrr I.i f numiiniH^d 
dacoitics originat(Mi ajnoivij; t!is‘ stud-taius r-.j, r ,ia [S . ^ ^ ' 

National School (wdiieh iittained <rrea!er iii»linirrv in i'-'N:. Ti.,. 

was partly vised for (he defence of the aei-n ed m ih,* 
conspiracy case. 

4:9. This year saw tJie eiiaelment of ih.' Indinii I'n- - An ( A,.j j „f 

Press Act Ot 1910. 191(1), wlliitlt received !i|i‘ .i eii! nj tile I i o\ erilor. 

(lencral on lh<- 9t!t of Fei.ni.ir’ , . '| iie vinilenc,. 

of the seditioins newspapers in (he earlv diiv:; of she movnu. ’i! !ia . I.een 
mentioned in the in(;rodae(ion. Ily tlie ' Nrw,-|..,,)HT ih,. ili-iu.'iit to 
Offences) Act, lOOS.jmwer was eivesi lo forfeit piv e n v, 1 !',,r piihh ft- 
ing newspapers inciting to certnin otlVnecu, with the refill that the 

Jugmtar soon cea.scd to ajtpear. \h the Act of 1,^. 

required from the keeper of any printing pivs:., I'lii Act dt./v e nnieh of 
the seditious literature to secret |)t'cs.ses. 


1911 . 


50. In the year 1911 there were IS ontr.v-e. |.\ r. cohiiianut ,. tvf 

Outrages of the year ‘''“''y- ‘ iFn -al, a .ndieient 

»l l•'■mark aliva.iv m of' that tlie pro- 


1911. 


eeeding.s in the Ilaeca 


w!rh/|i 


were not concluded till April 19]->. l.ad tm .mletanl.al d-terre... eif.,., 
ihe following IS a tabular statement of the o,tir,ev ,u K, i,.n, ii.u.al ■ ’ 
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SI. Till; tir.si; of (,hc iilidvo. ovitrn,gcs was an assault by the students 

^ho Sonarans National the Sonarang National Srliool, 

School. "’I"' noizod tho bag of a postal ]K>on with its 

'■''idisits, iiudiidiiigregist(;ro.dor(l(ir.s foriuoiuiy 
a, ml cash . ,1 - 1 mrti'cii :|.ca,c hers and students wore arrested and siwv.ii we.re 

ul(uiialcl\ i.iiiiiMhcd I»y liiu‘ or iinprisonnient. The Mouaraao' miirdi-rs 
of the 1 itii duly appea,!- to liave lieen an offshoot of tliis ease? for upon 
l!ia,t day lfa:iul Dcwaai was shot dead, and his brotlier and another man 
were iiiorfa.lly woiiiulcd at their house at Sonarang. Tliey liad been 
a.ssis(uig (he police with iiifoniiation, and liasul Dewan 'pa.rticularly 
ha,(l, nssis(d‘<l {Htlin* in iJn* jKbiial j)tM)ji casin 

ilu'it* i."! ir.i on In bflit'Vi' th.ii; tln^ .sindniilaS aiul niasttirs of the 
Soininui!,'; Sr!n..nl jhi.rrn-ip.it.tMl i!i llw (loruliii diundiy funniionnd in Um 
loivpoin.r liy{ . riii iiotorioiiH .s<duM>l Inul inMni fouinkMl in. Mn^ liHKS 
and n.t. t ho tinu* t ho r.oimpinMy nasn was attended hv' (It) or 70 

.sliudrnt.n ounnnilnm was the nmim as in the (lovernimmt schools 
np in tin* hhitraiwo or .\!nf rionlnitioii stdunUuHl^ wifli fhe a.d<lil,ion that 
pliyf:i(‘al rxtovifie and /n/A/ play w<‘re ianght and a blacksiui til’s and 
rarpenlern idatp utilipiod for ilie Oxieliin.!^ of practical {*ar|HniiiT and 
inm-wurk, Xo nvlLtlni.-i iif sahjeefs ianyiit or text-books used at this 
s<‘honl ha,d r\rv fi**rn t, ,.in‘d, funi it Im.s not ln*on asceriained wh;it books 
wen* acliiaellv in n,‘o thsuxu btit.- on tlm tteojision of ;i search made in 
Aujitist lillu in i-oniitriion witlj Dacca (u:nispinicy <!a.si?, Hie 

iollowiin^ boots 'WC’O* liiniiir! in tin* sidmol Hlirarv i-— 

(I ) Hi lor\' uf Tilak’s oa.c and ^do‘^ch of id.-'- life. 

V2} I Idjalrapni f Shivaji, l,iy S, i \ Sastri. 
liiyforv of I fic st-poy ilutdriv, 

oi!. Df ib*‘ otin-r Mtui'drTM imuif iitninl in l.ln* list, '^!an Alolian 1)i\ 
Mariliri. murdorod at ikatit:!:itiln»y, was a witness in the 

I ti»‘ra raiiO and fin* Muuf^inttanj bomb (‘ase 
a, tread;'; rt'lefi'<'d^ fo ; Sub In., p*^ tor Hajlminaix murden**ni at Mymen 
.diij'h, u.t" .-hof iii roll! bloiid widh^ wa!l;in::i le>me in .\lymonsinyh town, 
liispoi'for Han Mohan Dh„*,s!n who wa.mnurdered at liariad. was sliot 
eveftne** of fln» day of fbo tJoyal prorlanial ioii a^ !Dri‘ 5 iilj 
wbiD I'rtiirnile^ to hr' pimrleia : ha had been eonspient..*usly active in 
varioiM pidit eul iie|iuria i amt had appealed as a witness in the Dacca 
coiisjdrai^v eiuun 

Ablimi'dt I he 1114 Hfiiy |||,* *uitra‘4»*s in this year took [dace 
in biMtaiii lleneiib two darijc^ erinies weiv ronimilteil in fin! streets of 
rak'iitla bv Hie ir\'o|ut iiinaii,*-.* in ibis year. On the 2 Lst. February ltd I 
liend^ etiiei4bl«* Sri^h I iiandra rhakrabarti, atl.aclied In the Haicuttn 
Friiidual Inn *ri.f.i!n»fi De|mrfiuenH was shot dead in iliatcdly, and there 
w reaom to b<ii«*v*’ that he win iiiurdered by a niemtx'r of the ping 
kfiiiwii IIS Hie r.deutta Amisiliifi Handtb Within a birfadglit. iin the 2 inl 
'rtf llareln n liule !«oi»n. fmVhwk in tfio e?«niing, a l>amb Hirowii into 
flit* iieitor nir oj .1 ivtrop*'»n cfOiHeimui named (Wle? by a boy aged 



IGj wlio was arrestxMl, oti tlix' s]>(>t. Tlr' < !>. 1 

It/ was, liowcvcr, (');i ic o f tli (,> t.\’ j)e 'iria.n i j I ; t r t u iv « 1 ; 1 1 < ‘ 1 1 : i ? i, . 1 1 f ? i , i * r 1 ! i r 1 1 

lias since proved in more than tvna c^fS!- tr» hr iri ;i \rrv (liri-fT' »h.h'r*. 
It is certain that the boml) was ititoiiitMl m»i for Mr, < h n j'nr 

Mr. DenliaTn, a jmrmincnt ollitrcr <if thr ( 'rirmis-i! h..; vt- a i-m » h/'firri- 
meiit in Calcutta.. 


53. In this yca.r Avas pa-ssrd Ihr rr.:'Vrntinn ui S^-ti 

(Act X of lUl i ). }vv I hi 

The Seditious Meetings ) 

aorisidcra.hlr ptnvtM'H for 

ings Avere conferred. We imderslaml, tiowrvrr, that, 
been had to its provisioas. 


it'Stll, M ’'<■ 1 ■ A ‘S' 
A,ra rl firoli li‘' iislo 
*>' rii-.' Tsi r ri. :,nc' S' ,, 
I'oilnr,'' |,uj1)!:c furrt^ 
rrr'oi’i ; ,.r f-iM r,{rr|\' 


54. At the end of thi"^ yra..»' torjk pla,er i!jr < '//ron:itiiri lti»h;(r, ;Li:it! 

^ , «... .Ka..st-iM*n a.tnl Wr'sfrrrt Itsrral ur;r r- fsnit d ia 

Reunion of the two , 

Bengals. liir p;!irv;j.!,H’r- f,>i t{jr I lii;!'! It ir/M 

thus dis;t|»pr;uvd. 

In the Tinnevelly dist.riei of the Aia-dras IhxrdtieiirA"', Mr, A/Ait*,, (hr 
Collector of '.['‘innevelly, Wiis niuril.'tTti oil til!- (Till Jiiiif I'.'l I . 


1912. 


Revolutionary crime in inter.*,.) of (lie-ii-.tr ilil'J rdiifieH 

Eastern Bengal during roiiiul the ev.-ats wlii.-h l.-.l u[i to tie- 
eoiLSjiiraey eaMi* of I in- loilowin',' v.-.n'. 

On April 17th oociimid the K>i.sliaiieitl daeoity, ih.. iii' t of ,i ■Tuitj. 
of actions^ ooiuinitted hy t lie Ihieen Aniriiliui raiuli i in lite i'i,ih,in*,uii 
^strict, which the jimsecution in the rmrii-nl ear'e aiil.,v.iiie-ii iv ni. d a'- 
the overt acta of the c(Hispira(*.v eharo.-d. 

+T.- two dayn lal.-r at Kaluri.i uiid tiie 

third after a month’s interval at Jiiraiif;a!. Iietuila of lie-..- 

have been i-elated by a self coiifeKHeil parlieipant v.ho uin.. d appioi, r. 

ihey were _of -the re('.oj2;nise.d revolntioiiarv IvjM*. In fwo«.f lli.-iu tin* 
dacoits earned guns and wore ma.slcs. at..! in lAvo of then, inmate i oi ihe 
houses attacked received injuries. The taain pieoeeniialioti o{ tie- an u 
chista was always to secure fresli iinn.s, mid at KiishantMl tie* ohjet-iive 
was a Wernmont gnu, which was secured ; tit Ktikuii.i the value' of the 
loot was small, but at Birangal it totalled almuf, Us. .s.tHHt. 

^doiig before the police were on mi elleelive line of inv.-.Hti- 
&T\ of the approver Bujani Das was secured in 

the help of a Barisal non-olllehtl gentieimui, and 
collected regarding the gang r.-.p.m- 

wer! !!. affairs. Certain of their drsniiuents 

were secured winch were of great ittportance aa showing the highly 



iinislKHl and (lunsi-rnlioious <)rgairisat;ion o,t tlie party; tliey inchidecl 
oaihs bn, takyn by iiHaiilan'.s, prelirninaiy and final, and a description 
,of tha informat ion (.o b(‘. stmt up to tlie society froni outlying branclios. 

Tii(‘ propara(i<m n\' llu>. (aijispinacy case was greatly advanced by tlie 
(‘AMsils of Novtanl)tn’ iblib A It^t-ter to the son of a Snb-Iiispecto oi 
;Polic(‘. ai (\)niilla con\‘oyo(l inforination wliich led to tlie arrest at night 
of I'J man w itli diipping (dotluAs in a, darkened liouso surrouiulcd I>y\ll 
tln^ implraneiits of a. hlmdndoh dai;oity% ineluding 2 revolvers, a *12 bore 
gmi and a. mnnbei’ <ar masks, as Wid as a, slij) of i)a|)er (MUitairiing a list 
of names and of \\<‘;i|)oiiH allot(.(‘d to their holders, clearly a. {dan drawn 
up for an inlvnded daeoity. 'ton of iliese. num were e<mvieted of asseni- 
liiing for tin' pin pose of oommit ting daeoity, two more being aetpiiMed 
by tin' High ronrii on apjiea!. T!n‘re is aliunohuit infonnathm to the 
eib'ot that the men snrpris(Ml on this oeeasion were nnanlau's of the 
J)a(‘ra. Amisilan .Samit i assianl>h,Hi for mm of tlieir ‘dietions/' while the 
seizure of the pa{H‘r inenfimHsl gavr^ tlie cdue to further members of the 
saiuita*. 

t)f iu’eator im{*ortauo(‘ was the discovery on November 28th of a 
colhs'i ion ol rovobu jottary st ores, ;u’,ms and documents, in the box of 
(iiriiulra 1 )a e iJirimlra's faiher, an Indian gentli'mau who 

atiainod (In* tiigh oiiioial position of Additional Magistrate, was the first to 
call up<»n in.; son to opim the laix and subsei|ue!itly indue^'d him to 
(lisclosr^ what'^ he kin-nv of the Wiarkings of ilte seeri'f,- soeief v fo wliit'h he 
helouged. 'The aims di ornored ineliidod a largr; inirnber of gun and 
re\’olver cartridges, powder, biitliAs and jn'imissiori <‘aps, for the 

jioss»*:i;iirm of* wliieli I eiriudri-r was serttericed to ,'IB months' rigorutm 
iiri|rris«»!i!inmf. under tlie ArniH Act, uitf-l in addition to tlnwi* the box 
was found to i'oniain .-ulvt'r eumameiits identified as pari of t!ie property 
stolen in the l»ig N;iJsg.ilba,nd duci»ity a few days before, for receiving 
whieli a ;»'fifefu-e uf A years’' rig*u'ous imprisonment was imposed; but 
more impHiiaiil lliari either was the eollei'tiiui of .'snuiti papers im'luding 
an nreoimt of t!ie Koeieiy, a list, of its mend*ers ami figures whieli were 
clciirly arToiifits of ilie loot udi'cn in iho liakurgauj daiautieH (Kusliangnl- 
Kakiiria- liiraiigal), ’['he extent of tlie Ihieea soeiely's organisation 
was shown ly llte ** Third tjiiarterly' reports " an aeeouiit of ihc progress 
of its briuielies in lie* XoalJnili distrk't hih! iit!ji*ining areas at the extreme 
Btmtii east extremity id’ Ihe iVesideiiev hy the member in <*harge of 
lliiit ao'io dliose papers, w.l.dch were snhserjiieiilly put before the 
eomis, emifrihiifed u, liirgo v«»!yine; of fresh information regarding the 
luitis mill iiteiliods of tlie Hiiiiiili, and Ciirindra himself, iii tfio tnatanco 
of liis fiifhiua |oiriiai liiijnni Has as an approver. Thus, by tlio end of 
the year, H’fiveriiriieiit had largely inminsed their knowledge of the 
orgiiiiiuitioii iiiid its riiemliers mid were ready to take active steps against 
tlwiii, ■ ♦ 

Two mufdt*r.H are known to have been eommittixl by the samiti 
during ihr yciir in fiirtfieriiiire of its aimi. The first was ilte diHeiplmairy 
imird*T ill dime of om? of the iitemhers, Harada t%akrabarli, wto had 

m 
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1913, 


'68. During 1913 the rin'<>hitiui'Uirie;''^ f'lit'-i!' ;ii-i i\ u -^virf} 

Murder 01 police Officer,. w,.,v, 

lTUin.U‘t'('(t. On Ihi' fvi'niii ': nf .N. |,f,'itiiir r ^Uiji 

Head Constable IIim|uid.a l)('b was shn! ilr ia wiuii'- i:i'!i''ali>' 

on tbe edge of the lake in College Siiuarc, I'alenifa, a a.m th,. 

well-to-do people of tliat piirt of (he town eon ■!■. ,(!,• (A lal.e ih,- ait 
in the cool of tiie evening. The Head Conslal.lr s-.a, .i , .i Miia.i.a| in il„. 
middle of the throng, hi.s a.s.s!iila.nt.s tii.sappearrd into li., .rmui, no aireat 
was made and no evidence was foil heontin;'. Tia- naiiilt ii d uiUnT 
had succeeded in getting into Unieh uiih a i. \o!ai;.,.,ar', liun and 
it is clear that they had seen throitg!i him and d. mhal to put lain 'ouj; 
of the way. 

On the following evening a. iderie arid homh wa s Uirown imo the 
house of Inspector Bankim Chandra Chamihnii iii Mvior.) ..,’. 1, town at 
the other end of the rre,si(l('ney. Hr wa.- ii.Hanih kdl..), Ti.r l(,,[.,i’(or 
had been a jnomiiumt workrr against the Harr.i S.^nati .it Ihr liinr of 
the Dacca coiuspiracy case and (here is no doubt ih.i! tla- niuati lu-..u-'ht 
about his death. 

59. An attempt' had been made in Maivh to a > u o(, Mr, loudim 

Bombs. llldtin ( tvil SrHirr b. lisr Otar liir.l’i.n 

, . Armed witli a bomb, (hr uoiihl-iir luuidri'er 

was making las way info KD. Cordon 's, garden at .M.uil.i iH.-ar, Sdhel. 

m Assam, when the boinbexphated a TuMh..a|r,l volvrrs 

not established till some time afterwards. .Mr, (Imd.m h.ol uilVmir.l f he 

Tr kS‘'T- *'* ■’"Id*'' ' »>"* iniuioralilieM 

01 a local roligious 

Sthfde2rl.a ' *'> *'>'• J‘"ter eaw the bomb, whirl. W.IH 

were worldiifmif\*^tr*"'*^ thrown into a room wle rr two ojlirers 

w nT of i “.-i'' ii>. . ii e..- I..«h 

daa .not, for some reason, failed to explode. 

certehdvtel^ndf l^’^*"^ oukage.H, for whieh the mvolulionarieH were 

of ottemi't was iimili, ti, ...mb Alsliir Ibtliiimii 

procession The walking in a 

to be anoicr of tlo” fci" 


iatn dill; 


llltci flit* 
! fdWM ;i|' 
If' .[ltd 'I hi* 
* hfiic df 
I'tridU-ht 


Mr. IimItIh!! 
liir.t’cn 

,ftU\ Sv , 

IT I r* 





(U). r(‘Volut i(>iiari(\s \ro ra kopt in funds for the year by a >seTies of: 

toii sn(‘C(\ssfnl da(u)iti^s. All of these had the- 
Dacolties and outrages. <‘luu*a(ditn’iHti<‘. features of hhadmloh dacoitiea, 
aiul in n.ll of t.lnnn t ho din:*, oils ca.rried iireiU’inSs making eilective resistance* 
imi)t>ssible. 'r,^}u^ va.hio. of loot reported to have been taken in this 
way during th(‘ yoa.r amounted to about Rs. GljOOO. By this time 
the nuunhrrs of t he ‘‘ Viohmee I)e|)artnient/* as tJie iwoluti()narieS” 
who (mgagtol in <l;icoitifs si vh^d theinselv(‘s^ had 3'eaclied an almost 
coinph'ie disn‘gard th* huma.n life. At JJhanikair, in Dacca district, 
ilit'V hrcd a, vollr)- into a, (‘ro\v<lof villagers V'ho had been brought to the* 
sctme by tii.ei'r bmul.is and ba.f th^Nshouts. " 

A similar (hicoity wa,; nonimittrd at Dhuldia, in tlje adjoining district 
of Mynn‘nsin,!di, on tlu* saane night., aard the promiscuous liihrg of the 
(laooiis rausiMi thr drath of on<* villager and wounded three others. 

At Knlarpur, an isolated :.pot, on the lainiers of tlussi^ two dist.rit'ts, a 
serva-nt of tht* owner tin* h<mse, who asked the dacoits on their arrival 
who llu‘y worn, was inunediaJt^Iy sliot down in cold blood, while in the 
volleys with wliieh tlie darnits covered their :iaU:reat five villagers were 
woumlcd. 

It is tlInle'Ce^eelr}Mo dr*Hcrihe all the daeoities of the year in detaik 
sin*'** in all rc:;pc<gs tln^v (‘onformed to what had by this time become a* 
rceogiuMed l.ype of i’rime. Oiliers lud'. already mentioned will be ‘founds 
in tin* following statiunent of the year's outragcH : — 
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' 61 . The year was an important I'ne in ih.* Chui'! ■. In th,- iS.irisjjl 

^ . . eoiisiiirafV ea :<■ ;!»; )u. nilua : .-n' I i.n r,i S.iiiiif; 

The Bansal conspiracy i i ■ v'“ii 

and Raja Baiar bomb cases. " I*' "* pli'iuh.,! 

to tlio n! i'. ji;,< j u ! 11 • !n i.i.ii,;.' \vat 

against the King-Emperor. .Sent,i'nre;> ol' jmp!!. "nni ni .ii,,i tr.mjiurta- 
■fcion varying from 2 to I2ye;^rs were impo, an.! !..r a tuue she 
was considerably weakened. 

The events of the year .sliowi'd (hat the re*. ului imi.ii e-:; 
ing a supply of bombs. In November n raid on .i h.e! .• i; 

■Calcutta brought to light om; of tli>' rourre-:. A leom w 
■containing both rcvolutiuiiury lileniture and eiyirv;*,- jn 
in the process of being mnnufaetiired into bond.i-t, Tite nien found in 
this room weroputon (heir trial for infrineim; i le* E>.p!ei«i'. , \, ! mel for 
conspiring to commit crime and, wluie only tme of shein ’* ivas . vent ualtv 
■convicted under these eharge.s. it was held bv the Hi '!i t uiiri ilnil 
the tins were nndoublediv inlemled (o be u'.d a. bmuf, m,} 
■their purpose wa.s to enda’iiger life. Tins (rial showed Hie m.umer 'in 
■which (die revolutionaries were tseeretiv mannf.iei uii!i;.; l■o|ul, ,uf a very 
dangeroms type from simple materials and withoni tiio .lid of elaborate 
-apparatus. 

62. On the 17th May of this year a bomb l■:■.plod••d tm the rmul at 
Outrages elsewhere. 1^‘diore, Idlliie; a rhapr.t, i, H had fie.-n pl.ieed 
Iwmi .,1 4 1 there by a r«*iif'ali. m tljo v.-ar there 

^erlwt^iV a "• '"■•i'T b. 

.pCipcuitUiC 11 political cli'kcnil.v'.. 


1014. 

63. For the year HH-l the ehroniele of ei.a.m minim, 

acliviiifM P, diu*!»'<i iint» iko 

proup8,^ thoNi* of fld-t t* tii 

immediate neighbourlioodTciti^^^^^^^^^ jT’ 


Outrages In Eastern 
Bengal during 1914 . 



He Was nent-iio.'d t . tniaipwlat.uii fi*r 


63 




The activities of the revoltiiitniarii-" in f!iis [i.irt ,if th,. [irovincn 

Murders. w.«n> Huaily . a-;, !„.! I!.,,,. ^ 

uciwofavturtiun t,.,. Ui.. 

inmoiicy lot tiic party, and ilifivw, ‘IT tun r.i ,, miird/^ 

The mrixder in t'iliitla^ori" was ctlf. ird in thr i-nMn- -i,., i, u,,. viiVh' 
was one who was siisjaicttsl of pivin't t.i .i>i la'ic r i,| t/' 

Criminal Investipition D.'imriiiiVui. A pvi.nn wlm nninuiv <■ cairi 
iiiuidci iuul natS in oonipjmy of tht* tiu* \ u tun. h.i i n< < n .» v, nni* ■ in iip 
Dacca conspiracy case. '' 

The murder in Dacca City was tlm iniird.-r uf an infMi-iur uh,. was 
working against the rovolulioimrics und-T ilio dnv, of in.[„,iv 
Supcrmtend(iut Xhisunla Chuturji, \vho hnnsfll nmrth'ri'd in (ha 
year 191G in brmxd daylight in Calc u! (.t, 

64. The activities of tlie revolnfionari,-; in (!.,■ iuiin. dial., neigh. 

Outrages near Calcutta. k'Oirliood of fah utta an; jdiow n in tlu< follow- 
ing list 




All tlie above were cases of ilactaty hut- liiey pro;’ioii fiD ver\’ ‘0)e(‘iaj 
features, exce[)t that in the tiucoiiy at- ? 4 aaujinb:o i < .o t !i.‘ V ( ii ” X, 
her, two Mauser ]")istols were ukimI. lev tie* rt*vnhi‘:i(f!arir- v. hir!} v, ^re , 

from Kodcla & (lo.., to|i^a;‘ther wiili 48 tO-law piiu! , t.{' tj,,. 

tion and a large amount of ammunitin.ri, ,.>n i, Ir- " 


ni' \,f ! iji ji‘.. 


same year 

(55. The theft of jiisiols friun Ib/nlda k. a 

< ah’utta, was nn Wi-vil. nf t n, 

Theft of Mauser pistols a. a i . ^ 

from Rodda & Co, am-e m .itnaUnpiurio to ! 

in Jiengal. Ha \V(Mh!f‘'d;r 

1914, the clerk of .Rodda & ( !o. who'^a diitv it va-' 

anna and ammunition ot tlc> C!n:Uu!a odio<a !i;td < 

arms ajid ammunition, Init liadM>roindtt 'Uilv I r- 

warclionse iii Ymnsittart R()W. fit* !jad linei Id'y 
going to bring the reinaiiulcr. He lun-vr jvtiiricM 

j ' 1 ... ' , 'n , . . 


ooi.'dou':.: ill 

'8 8 !uii;i ry erirae 
8*8 li .>f Atiyiiia 
■‘•O' of 

s* «. Cn !tj ej !yvjl*}yer\s 
tli:*' !|,* \v;iH 
;:<! at; f!' ! hfiM* daavi 


ii n 


I le 




the case \ras n^portwl to t Im police. The In me .inp rnfit.iiticil 

50 Mauser pistoLs nud ■Khooo nunuis of aiuouind t. f, „• t he ■'•inic 

the pistols were of hirKc..iz>-, -liOil 1h„v. aa.i car!) pi ..d l„„v a i.ijinleT 
or which .Ivodda & Co. had a record. Tiie pi' inh urie n t ic) .*riic!ci! 
and paciced that by attai-ldui; to ilie iaitf ihi' !m.\ iiie 

pistols, a weapon was produced uhicli could h,’ fired jn,;., ;l.,. h, udder 
in the same way as a ride. The umiiorlfic . have fv!.,dale inronnafio!, 
of these pistols were aiimcu at ojuv d. iriicned (,, ij 
clriierent revoluiicmary group.-; irj Ibmyah and it i.; rniam liiaf. tiic 

o.a;..cu of daeoutv or ...uider ..r 
aueiiipts at cliicoity and. murdt*r ^viilcva'itiani iti Ain.oi t foil, h omv 

nuked safely be said that few, if any, revidnt iouarv euitr.ce. have 
taken place ni .Ikiipml .since .Atu-ur itHt. in whicii Me, er pii.,!- 
ato m Iroin Hodda& (,'o. have not, l.riui n od, ■ to !’.>• .H-liufv 

nJt'' in'"' UI vinous 

parts of Bengal. 

60. Of the other revolutkmary oulrage.« in Calcutfn, the lir.^t in .,rdcr 

Murder and attempted *^8'* **“ ^hi * yc.ir Vk.i, the t lutmir Ifo.td 

niurci6r of potico officers^ nundcr, in \\lurli ln.;|n*t"ttoi’ Xr^prudi-a iiluf'ij 

'Of the (Xdrmffn T> K f U V «*. ! i;M f ImU UrjurUacnf 

nected ^vho had Ihhui cniphnt'd in !!i\f li-mium.i i*otc* 

Ef rr,!": ""■» 

three crowded sw8-'* 8 f '*■ i'‘'a tiiui of 

W The murder «u ; v.itne.wt| 

a 5-chamberefi revolvL ' *'’^’‘M'‘*'‘s'ied, lie w.t , nriued vuth 

dischart'ecl'c'irtridrtcs .p! was i'upt need. ua '. tutjiid to hu*. ■ 

fired on^iid killed ° cfiamlHfM. One uf the puisuei,', had be « 

sessions, but tL^maiwitnXS^^^^ was twice trhul »i the High Court 
of “ not guilty.” ^ * *■'***’ ***‘**’*Kht in n verdict 

Another notable outraso in Caletifiti t,. fs.i, 

■on the 25th NovomW ? k^aivuna m thiH year \uts an ut temiit 

1 to murder Ikputy Superintcjidcnt Hiisnnla 

06 



Chatarji, altva-Iy nuMit ionotl, by throwing two bomlw, one into his house 
and one oui.Hid.' it. 'I’lia Deputy Superintcndont escaped, but the 
explosion kdied a Ibuid ( 'oiistai>l(> and wounded two constables and a 
relati\'e ot Hiisfuita, Chafurji. .From infonnation now available it 
appears to us to be clear that this was the worlc of the Dacca Samiti, 
and that the bombs tin-own had I)een procured from Chandernaoore. 

The only other event to be noted in Calcutta in this year is the 
iittonipt of certain !inar(diist.s to resist arrest in a public place known 
as Creel' I’ark. One. of t he (.»ersons aria'.sbed wa.s wanted as a suspect 
in the_ Chittayoiie miir<ler i-ase above referred to, which had taken 

place ill thine nf tJiat yt*ar. 


(17. Tile autumn of thi.s year and the early months of 1915 brought 
u,h!..h nrAo.ri.rf ti.. occiin’enees in dillerent parts of India. 

passing nt tti© Oofonca nf ‘ h’oin bopteraber onwards largo 

India Act. iuiiid.>tn*H -of disalTected Sikhs arrived iroiu 

AriHnica. l.)acoiiie3 and murd-ers took place 
with al'inuiag fivijiiDncy and a rniHf.ary outbre-ak planned for February 
iillb ^waa nnl\ dohn'fDt! and pn?v'ente-d at the last moinent. It is 
certain thaJ. r«'V(>lni iujiarif‘n in Knsf-ern JJcngal were aware of its 
irivrniinnn’e. 

The Delcnna* uf^ linlia Act was jiasse I in M'arcli, uinler which rules 
were iinnte^aiitlniriziin^ thn nrrest and iiiternnient of dangerous persons 
IVjaJ b\' Sjifcia! Trifmnais without appeal was ititrodiiccii During 
this HiHie'* winfp*r Dnnv \\e,re dangerous intrigues in Burma, a conspiracy 
of BmeMli ori gn w.m lia^etiinjj at Benares, and an atirtni'it was uiailc 
under uisin 'toiient to ft>und a revolutionary soci<d;y in tlio 

(Vutraj Prtiviiir’e'u All fJeene incidents will be niore fully dealt with 
in t!i(‘ir projier placie 


1815. 


bd, Thi! year Itlld was reinarkubk! in CaJeutta for a number of 

«ol.Nrl« ana ‘'“’tUnl by the revolutionaries, 

in Gafeutta during fats. chroiiosogica! order la the 

following statetiHuit 


6 ? 





69, AinoDg these ouinigen wen^ fi>ur «iaruinr.s nai.itiji tr*| with the 
halp uf auf.iiiiaihilr !:r>*iaavh;Sj a iww faatuiv ill 

Taxi-cab teolties and rt'VotiiiirinaTV’ ariinia 1 'Ih'V r > aaiiiaiiiaMi whh 
t!u Cuhi,...' . a, i).. l;:,h oi 

February. It was ciiniiuitttal by 'v.^rLai" tiu' diivrtmii 

of tlie notable leadon-y Jatiii Mukliaiji ai.d r<r|«;’t uii. It was^ 

carefully planneil so as !«» iiii.er*aipt t!M.‘ \ ant «<! btiri.i & ("« »,, rarryiujj 

a weelclv fltiiti of lbs. Irf-iio t iif < '’o.n 1*.')-!. in r-ili. ulta to 

Bird & Co.bs nulls at (tardivn Ib«‘at’in a luilf* uu)' lUr llnunhly. 

The daeoits siicceedtal in yvttin.^ ii::-, iiatl r ■» nyur^ui Is it to 

Calcutta, where it wiia handl'd l^Vl‘r ti> a pt ki.mui a t iif* Imaiieial 
minister.” 

The Garden Eeach dacidty waa tMjinwod in a in’ anv>tlier 

serious daeoity at Beliayhata in (alniti,*, whnrr tin* dnrtut^n the 
help of a taxi-cal) and iol.iug undi-r tiir dirriienn lU' J.uin Mrddjarji, 
succeeded in extorting fmm tlie rasld'O' a rien n'--n'h4f»i Ite 
in cash and currency noti\s* Slmrlly ad'-r tin* untta ,r i lir d,r:id, body 
of a taxi-cab driver was diitrovered, flu* driw r ' yr^^’Oiniabh; been 

shot and thrown out (if ilie can'ia.; 4 e ftC’ tii,.Ml.,fe.!iene.' t * <u-tb,Ts, 


Two days later occurred the murder uf Xirnd lleldur in iluliuria- 
ghata Street, There is lunple evidence of a cuou^iu m : aufur.' that 
he was nutiHle.red becansi* la* uiseX|M*cf edly ciuue rC" u ru:eu uhere 
Jatin Mukharji with other unarehldii healed and ivTy^uuM'd datin 

and addressed him by munm 


Four days later, in (kirnwallis Sfivel in ratcufia, ,!fi,.|eu,*fnr Suiesh 
Chandra Mukliaiji, wluh^ on dufy with an luderl'^ MUp-mLdn^ auajcte- 
ments in connection with a cerenumy at the ('ah’UiM luuvereiiy at 
which the Viceroy was to id-tcnd, noticed an alou'oudme anarciiiut in 
'the street and approached to arrest liim, whert he iitrd at In the 
anaxclmt and .four otbers. Tim hv^pedur \Mi> Ullcd aie! the 
orderly wtmnded. There in very gm-n I ivason for beU.-uim tltaMlm 
' murder of this officer was plaimed by Jatin Mukbarji. 


70* At this point it Bcenw dcHiiaide to follow .'latui MuliiarjiV 
iMiiirkiii .13 further hiatory, hibwmation was n-i-riveil be 
wards the emd of March that Jatin bad '-om 
to Balasore, where the Mulianadi from the west iln,t oarK»'.< iuto tin 
Bay^of Bengal* Jn or about SoptciiiiMOh in eoiisei[iiene • of infoim Jioi 
received in connection with what will hereafter lie d-s-ribed tin 
German.. plot, cert<ain ^officers of the CJriiiiiiial {nvestieafion Itejiaitnuii 
in, Calcutta went, to Balasorc^ to BearcJi the preinte"i of a tinii iloiip 
business under the name of the IJnivermil Kifiiioriiim ” hi muisc 
quence ,of^.an arrest which was iniulc theny scareinnH took phiee niiioiii 
the hills in the ^neighbouring Mtiliiirblmiij Stiitc, iimd eveiiiiullv iiv 
Bengalis . w.ere discovered in a patch of jiingle* Tlnyv laui kilted on 
villager and wounded another and subsequifutly firial iipnu lui iitldidiiii, 
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nnrtv which waH led l)v the Mafiisfcrate of Balasore. The result of this 
nffrav was that a well-known revolutionary, Chittapriya Kay Chaud- 
i„,].i_\vhoin the Siih-inspectoL' murdered in Cornwallis Street had 
tried to arrest on tlu‘ 2cSth hVhniary— was found to be killed, whde 
T'ltin Rlnkharji and another revolutionary were found wounded. Jatin 
died of his wounds a few days later. Thvo other youtlis were also 

71. From the 2hst of Oetolier to the end of the year no fortnight 
jmsseil in Calcutta without some anarchist 
Int6n*ifl«d crim« in conmitted hy the revolutionaries. On 

Calcutta. (lavs tlie.re W’erc murders and on two days 

tn.xi-eah (hwoities. Tlu« munleV of the 21st of October was coimnitted 
bv a youn'* man who had undouhtcdly heen deputed to murder Inspector 
S’atisii Chandra Ihinarji. At about K)-20 r.M. this Inspector with thi-oe 
Sub-lnsjtccfors was seated in a room in Masjidbari Street on the ground- 
floor when a voung man appcartsl at the open door and began hung 
at the occupants with a pistol. They rushed into the courtyard and 
iWd up some stairs {.dl<.w(*d by tludr nasailant, who was joined by two 
or thive others, wlio also hegau tiring pistols. One of the Bidi-lnspect- 
ors was killed ami uuotluir was wounded in the arms and legs, but 
Satish Banarji c.scapeil. 


The other murder oecurred on the 20th of November, when a cou- 
stahle guarding a house. No. 77. Serpentine Lane, winch had been 
searched the previtnis night in eoimection with the arrest of certain 
revolutdonaries. was nltaeked hy two youths armed with pistols, who 
fired af^ him ami at once tlisappeared. In their retreat they at a 
cook who happeimd to he on the Hjiot. Both the constable and tl 
cook died of their wounds. Empty Mauser cartridges were found upon, 
the scene. 


All the four daeoities in Calcutta during this closing period of 

the year oeeurreil within five weeks and _ were ellccted by band# of 

five “or sL'c Bengali youths arminl with pistols before 10 oclocg at 
night. 

The robberv at Chaulpatti Koad on the 27th of December was of 
a particularly 'daring nature. Two P>fO^~al book makers b^^^ 
returneil from the ruees to their hmnw two Boiigah youths g 

laiiMiT iiiBtolH enlerfd iiiicl lienmnded tlie handbag of the book »»ke» 

whiS. .Imlui,...! K.. 700 . An 

which one of the bookmakers was shot in the stomach and the youths 
decamp«<<l with the bag. 


72. Revolutionaries 

Oatiiiis criniiiMinndM 

b| Oaiewtli ittwliiliMwrlM. 


in Calcutta were also responsible in this, 
year for outrages in the surrounding districts 
The following are the bate particute 


fl 



On the 7tli of Septomhor tho banar af I 'iuuuiml 
singh district, was attiickcd l>v diiooi!;;. j,„ 

carried oil Rs. 21, OCX) wortii of iir(*|M.r! v aiui 
wounding five of them sortniisly. .ivain. t 

retreat were elTected in lioafs. ' 


Another serious rlacoilv (lortirri'd in Ji: 
of Doccnibcr, vvdien the slii’)|i ..f a ri. h t uii 
Tippora district was raided, i!s. l .*,,(««( v.irs .ifci. 
were killed. The daeoits were armed wit it Mtiii u 
a largo crowd of Muhammadans whu Imd 
the outrage. 


'.il im til,, 

rial!"!,, ill t),|. 
!!'l )V-ii pi-l.illlls 


The outrages committed or altempioi in t,-, 
including the three dacoitii'.s ju:;i mentieue,!, v.er 
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0th June 1015 . Bakai^anJ . . j Gazipnra . . . Bacoity . , j 16,000 




The dacoit,y wliicli \^a,s phnuifil to t;ako place at. Bikrampur on the 
" ‘ ' 1st Ilf Jainuii'v \vjiH arnviigcd by Bepiu Gangiili, 

Projected dacoity. ( hr ( 'alniltu icadcr. Tlic arrival of snsjiidinis 
voutlis at Dacca frmii Calciitla laid arniiwcd tJic jiolicc, rvlio iraci'il 
thrill out aiul shadowed iheiii. 'Hicy were found to lie in |)u,sscssi(m 
of various artieles. usiudlv a;-.'oeiatcd with blimlrahk dacoity, and seven 
of tlieiu were bound over before a hlagistratc to be of good lielniviour. 

The dacoity atlempted at Kalainridlia on the 22iul of January only 
f-iilrd fieeaiise’ the tlaeoils were unable to open a chest containing the 
loot, They nniniiered to fj and were armed wit,h pistols. Kven- 
nrd'lv villa-ers annioaehed. and the ilueoits lied, leaving some empty 
llauser cart ridge ea, es heldnd t liem. 

On tin* ‘J'.lnd of .lanuaiy a dacoity occuired al. Baghmara, when 
Ba ■1(1110 were In, lied, Tiic dac.oils were iinucd with .Mau.sers. They 
intiniidatcl a crnw.i id’ villagiTs by firing shots and succeeded in 
escaping with tlmir loot. 

On tlic li'th of I'Miruarv a case of extortion occurred, when rcvohi. 
tionaries tri.-d to f.nee nn'e D.bendra Cftakrabarti to j(,nii tlidr gang 
and nav tln'in Ibt 2. •••'('• 'i'Ids atii’inpt resulted in the urrest of several 
persons, two of whom wei-,- bonni! over to be. of good behaviour. 

74 it remains to mention three rnurder.s v\hieh oceuiied in ltiUst.ont 
Oriigal this veur. On the 3rd of March Babu 
Notable murflert. t-he Head blaster of the 

Zilla .School at romiila, wa.s shot dead while, walking with his servant, 
d’he servant’ was vrounded in the storuaeli. A Wuhainjiutdun wlio 
pursued tlm mniderers received two shots in the chest and a woman 
was ueeid-'iitally ; truck b\ a bullet horn one of the. Five empty 

Maii.ser pi.slol cart ridges were loimd niion the seentn llie Hraui Musters 
servant evrmtmiHy .lied. The victim of this murder hari c-nme into 
aiitaiN^niHin with [Hilitira! j*arti«*H in r>nij>ul ia IIHKH and j^hnilly beioio 
his inuider had hud oeea.sion t.r report to llm District Magistrate about 
two students r-oiu-ermd in I lie distribution of mlitioti.H pamphlets. 
Nonr but j»t4iti«*u! riiB bi* aHsigntrd for tliin eiuhIci* 

On (he Bitli October, a singtdiirly brutal murder occurred in Mynieri- 
singh town. 'I'lie Deputy Buperintemlcnt -of I’nliee. 

(ihosh, wiw sitting facing tlic rlorn of his house with hm httic child upon 
his kner>. when four mi five youths came to lii.s door and final at him, 
killing larth him and ihe. eldhb l-hnpty Mauai^ cartrnlge 
fmind upon the spot. There is reason to helieve that the ta’‘a“ of this 
muriler wu.s u rumour that the murdered man had come to Mymeiismgh 
to direct a eomspinicy cu.se. 

On the BHh of December one Dlurcndm Biswas vyas murdered at 
Basherdighi in Mvmensingh. H« had been a member of a revolutronary 

gang known as the Bajit.pur gang and his W® ^ w 3' 
M he was aiding at the time u« a polrce informer. One of the first mur- 
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4ers occurring in 1016, that >4 (.’haliralKirtt, ;i|>pcar.s to have 

xesulted from tlic Biirac ciiiisi'rf, 

75. On the ISfcli of Xuvionber, infm-nmfiMu re- 

frnin ;t ' mo 'c f^.oi;un Imu'UhMn j 

Arms fownti at Dacca. t 'itakralarih 

leader of the Dacca party, Ikod-al, auh tCk.a iv'v-Miuii.osa, nrj \u‘ro found ' 
and dealt witli uiuloi' soothm HH) uf tla* (h-'umio'il hruoodun' tAide, 
In anotlier building a. Maiii-'r piat<4 «»f lb»'lda o: * A.’o and 

an aiitnnnatic pistol with a tjuamtity oi aFiV’uumMtoi worn iMUiah 

76. Long tliongh the ohrimicb t»i' uunaj-O"'^ i'o hobs !\.u. br»ao iDto 

Htill remain i!iri*e nairr^ «, uj.ar:„..i vOheii if, 

Outrag^ ia Nortfiara necessary for 11. 1 b» rei's’r nnurrcd 

^ * in tlie uoriii of Iter-oi!, ;i pa-it o?, iho priiviiat 

horotxdore comparatively free froiii r«*\o!’r lonary o*it > \ 

On the 26 rd of January 1105, a leiuJ of pn ur bo ••aag nooi Intdce 
into a house in Kunil In the |{anepur iii-frai ami io.‘i, away a, large 
ajuantity of loot, cstimaleii by the ow'irn' of fin* hoa -e an oO,fHHI, 
They were armed undoubi.eJly wiifi \1 m .er pte.oli, for e?!t|av Mausrr 
-cartridges were recovered ua the spot. d1is"ir i'-i-eitb;, voi'-u as u.ncil 
comnnde.tl by masks. 

On the nth of Keliniary two V'caji';!: men, inruba see -i of Kuiilaa 
,and Karidpnr, we.re arre‘sled in b’atoiif!a on ,m/apeno i oi eMiapnieif) m 

the dacoity. 

On the 1.6th of Fe!n*u;i.ry the i)e|'jiify l!iv,|,h^r?tem b-norai tp' 'Pohete 
the District Supcriuti^ndeiit. of IhJie*^ un,d Ibu S.'^oie Xoiida Ktmuir 
Basil, Ailditiomi! Huperintendemf of jjt Ibeo-yir. von*‘ a!! at 

this time, engaged in tln^ empnry into the d.ieoi! r, b ♦ n Ibeieuli ;> onfiii 
-came and e!ii|uired for the Itai Baliilc Tw'o oi t!omi enter.-.,! Id; !,eeixt 
and as Boon as the llai 8ahib nppearrv! liiv.d tliree or in\ir ehob-j :tJ hifiu 
Ho escaped into another room uiihmt. liii rennaet iM-ra^'ed a bulleli 
-in the leg a.nd lik orderly, wImi wan .ameling *m*'sd‘n on irviiio in ,uoji 
the culpril.s whilst lluw were escaping ns'eivt^d iv.t» hu* . obu'h mor« 
tally woundiid him and Im slmrily a-fierwards di»*d, F'.iu riaplv \!aiiirr 
.cattridg(3S were found on the scene. 11,ip*re nentm to b.* t^o *|ou!»l:. that 
the murder of tdie llai Satiib wnn af.huiipleft beraice* p ^ an believed 
-that he was responsible for the repressive mcamiren fatam in roniiec- 
tion with the Kurul ilanoity. 

■ - four clays, later at Dharai!, Nidmr, in the ilajMimlii dislriet-, n hmi 
-of 30 or 40 Bengali ymiths^^clisgtsisnil with red iiiaakH, hmied llie hnmi 
■of a.money-kncler and carrieal away prnperiy wtirth !{h, 25plflfb Ttn^y 
■shot a dnrwan dead ^ and wounded two other niiui. Hoinn «if the fire* 
■arms, used were evidently Maiisem, for empty Mauser cartridge!! ww 
iound on the scene. 

It is known that Nator was the place of reakiiitcc of one of the w 
jolutionanes. entrusted of the Mauser amiiuiiiitioii »tcik! 

’'trom .itoada & Co., and i.nforination has been feeeived frott whicli i 
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appears to be cerlain that <1u>. dacoity was planned in Cajeutta by mero 

bers of the Dacca ha mil I. 


As was men) .one, i a), lh.« en.l of the chronicle for 1914, there wore 
danj'c.i-uns ,lev,'lo[,nienl s in I li,‘ Punjab at the beginning of 1915. Diuino' 
this year )Iiei'e was al -,> in pi'ogress a plot to whie.h the Bengali revolu'! 
tionai-ies were parly lor laiaiing iirms of Dorman origin on^the coasts 
of or iuIjartMit to t!n‘ provirin* * ' ' *•* • 

of 


. vjx,,mu uu Dui; coasrs 

A special chapter will give the details 


1916. 


77. In the beginning of Ildi!. PuHn Mukharji, Atul Ghosh and their 
Calcutta in tctc. taknita. On th»5 l.th of January, 

* hey carried out a .successful dacoity in Howrah, 

reiilisinij; loot of tht* vaho* nf Its, and two dactHtios wore planned 

in Howrah in thnf. monl.h b}- the same group, which fortunately failed. 

Another f'Coup. composed of conspirators coming from Eastern 
Bengal districts, planned thmoifies in January and February in Kali- 
tala and ITppt-r t'hilpur lb, ad, Calcutta. These failed. On the 22nd 
of Fel.riiary, certain meinbers of the Haranagorc party, another branch 
of the conspiracy, atlemt.fcd anotlicr dacoity at Junai, in the Howrah 
district, which also faih-d. On the ;Jrd of MuiTh, they successfully 
raidml the house of a residcni of Dafarpur, in the Howrah district. 
Mausers were usd and Hs. 2.01111 worth of loot waa carried olT. This, 
however, w.is the las! eifori of Hmt gang, for, on the night of the 3rd 
March, the police made raids upon the houses of suspect.s and a largo 
iiumlier of members o< lie* Harisai and Haranugore group were arrested. 
They were event uuHv imemc.i umb.r the Defence of India Act. 

There was no other dacoity in Calcntiii or its nciglibourhoiHl in this 
year, except a dacoity in Gopi Hoy s Lane on the 2<‘>th of June, when 
Rr. ll,r»iKt were carried ojl. The vietiin of this outrage received the 
following ItUfcr in Itengidi, sealcil with the seal • of the revolutionaries 
and dated the IHh (2Htli June), flnmking him for R.s. 11,891-1.6, 

which it was promise,! would be repaid with interest. 

" No, mo, 

MMM MATAHAM, 


IlKNOAt. lilUKCH or iNDKrKNDSm 
KisunuM or CJhitso Imoia. 

Hwt rcs{NH't{aljy and tiuiutJy »e 1»ra l« Siiy 
QurTI.BMKM. 

Hi* honorary ollieera of our HaloattA Fimuice Department have tekto • 
um of Ite. 9,»t» M .a from yon, anil have deposited the amount in the office noted 

— — 

«" • Sei'pai^ liCt 

*1 - ft . ^ 



above on your adftount to fulfil our great aim. The sum has been entered ir » 
cash, book on your name at 5 per cent, per annum. “ 

“ ” *“ «« tb» 

The kind treatment accorded to our officers can only be oxneoted w 

men like you. We b^eve that our officers have also behaved with you in the^lih^ 
manner as far as possible. in ine 

Under our orders they did not lay their hands on the pledged ornameuf, i. * 
the time of counting your deposit, we have got one lockot'ancl a 0 ^ 

enquiry made by our spies, we have come to know that these two a, Sf am 
pledged thmgs. The meeting held in the night of 13th Ashar decided theii mtf 
to you. It M noted, for your information, that these two articles will he m t 

..y ‘o? “ “• 

from tiro yofe^ the tords^^ niidcrataiid that to liberate the emntty 

of our countrymen. If thericb nu-n . e sympathy 

work subseribe monSly, SuL^^ fountry feeling the weight of our 

and regulations of the Sana^n m^Ln to establisli the rules 

not have to trouble you in this way If voTde wo would 

shall be compelled Jcolleit monTto S maniS "" 

Matri ifawfro ’(wthy° of^MothOT^^ something for us who initiated with 
work) to liberate the country from the foreiv^ ^ ^ Maluijajna (great 

The imt>roveTnPTi+ n ^ i- vigour of Khatriya. 

voleiice of the rich men of theTounfav*^^ IP ■ self-sacrifice and bene- 

of His great work may give strenoth to tbo 1 ^ acliievemenfc 

men. strength to the heart and a right mind to our country- 

(Sd.) J. BAtAMANW, 

^iiw.nce 8&iretafy to the Bengal 

CaIiCutta, ^nd&pmiient Kingdm, of United India.'^ 

4th Ashar 1323 B.S. 

Tnd pX^HuK^jl™ of which AtuI Ghosh 

earned, including Pulin MnkSrii Wadf persons con- 

August and interned. himself, were caught in July andt 

dacoity led directly to^ arTafea^ o^n^T^^+b Ghosh after this 

^strict. Information had been^ef^o’ -A-Ugust in the Howrah 

ing certain members of his party in a^ho^ Ghosh was harbour- 

01 ms party m a house m Domepara Lane at Salkia 







The honan waa raidcil aiul a yrninR nmn, an abaconder from justice, 
cliargtal willi iioaf.csaiuii of 'I'. N, T, tinder the Explosives Act. was 
arreaU'd. Am.lln'r man caugld. em'iiping into the jungle tried to shoot 
a ir<’a<l Cimsialilc' wifli a iMaiiacr pi.slol lielonging to the consignment 
stolen from Uodda A Ci*, 

A few days later a l.cidy anppoaed to he that- of a relation of Atul 
(Iho.di, who was holicva.l to he giving information to the, police about 
Atul, wa.a foiimt in a mutilated eondition in a trunk in a railway 
carriage. 


7K. The campaign of murder in Cnleulfa in this year opened with 
the miinler of Sub-In.spector Mndhuaudan 


Murdtrs and aHempttd 
fflurdari in eateulta. 


Itlmttaeharji at 1(J a.m. on tlie Kith of January 
I'.tlti in College Kiiuare, Cnlculia, just opposite 
the Medical College. Many people were passing in the street at the 
time, lie w.is shot hy two u.-tfus.sin.s armed witli a Manser pistol and 
a VVehley revolver, who, after killing their victim, ran away, firing 
shots to .scale piinaiers. 'I'liret' empty Mauser cartridge cases were 
found iqion the spot and a Inaiied chainluT of a A50 revolver, Five 
persons were urresied in eoiiseijuence of the investigation ; they are 
all now interned tinder the ih feiiee of India Act. One of these persons 
who was nrrested in posseision of a Mauser pistol was the leader in 
(?alc.iitla of the Itarisul gang width hat! migrated to Calcutta in 1912. 
The stutenieiilH ol various persons concerned in the murder leave no 
dotihl as to the group responsitde for it. 


In June llo' memhrrs of the Oacea Aimsilnn Bamifi in Calcutta 
were Imsy with srhemes for mitriier. It has been established to our 
sntisfaetion that three persons were tleputed to murder Sub-Inspector 
Jogeudra Cnplu idtmil the beginning of June because the Hub-Inspector 
was leandiig loo much about Ibe members of the Samiti. On two 
oeeasions alirinpls w« re inaile to waylay him, the conspirat<»rH being 
artned with revolvers and a Mauser pistol. On each occasion, how- 
ever, they were diHiippoiuled ns their propowd vietiin did not appear. 

On the fitsih of .lime the persons deputed to murder the Sub-Inspec- 
tor were concerned actively with other members of the gang in the 
murder of Iteputy Hupcrinteiident Ifusanta t’hntarji • before sunset in 
Calcutta in the region of iJlmwaniporc. The murder was very care- 
fully pliituird lunl was romplelely successful, but it ierl to extensive 
searches and valuahle discuveriea which went far to put an end to the 
activity of the Itaccii Atmsilan in t'-alcutts, 

Thfl iiiformalioii available regarding this crime, which resulte from 
the colhitiiiu Ilf various statements made by persons concerned in it, 
shows that five tnen. armed with two Mausers and two revolvers and 
led hy the chief nf the Violence Oepartincnt, carried out their attack 
on their victim under the oolera of three organisers who, in accordance 
with the rules of the society, withdrew themaelvea lasfore the aolual 


• Sue |i*r<iiir«}<b Itu. 



commisaion of t;ho r.rimo, in nnlor tliaf fht. soci,.; r n,,. i,„ , , 

by tlieir armsi;. Thoao iaou.-- ‘ 

few months of fclm t-rimo: two ..f th-m a-v st T. , • « 

other csoaped in Decemlwr iHif;, ion iv ^ ! 'i" 

m an armed coidliei with lla> pn|i,.,- \il ‘ H'iti 

arrested; four are now , State, (niionem. Tne -d, " '! P"'' 

custody. "but has buen rtd'^arrf.v.sitn'}. * * ’* *^Pm! fujiu 


71). I lnT<‘ \v;i;d no iu.mv tn’inp- in < ,ih 

iJlr i;.*'Mrr.ni ■: 


^ t i!, 

o| I. 


'Hn'iii jjj 

III 

Isiiin ,\rf 


Vigorous action under the 

Defonco of India Act ^’X'crcisin,!^ ihrir |ti,’v.T.: 

f. j, . «od tmder s!,.. jo r,' 

for the arrest and d,C(tent:ion of polifie.il oflmd-T 

«n. In this ve,..r there wer.- manv .la.-uit,.', arO • f ! v 

^ 'It . • ’ Nip!./! I ti'/inoif 

r^rimo In Eastern Bongat . I.njono, Th.-v .tir ^ pj th,. 

fullowiit.r ifl ■ 






The Iiiilahle daruily was I luifc ut. Kuliaiipur, in Mynn'n.singlli, 
will'll 21) yiiiitli ■ arini il willi junl a. '12 litm! gun laidcd the house 

of a lliiiilii and hilli d one n| tin- ocrujiiiiits. There i.s reason fco believe 
find. Ihe Iin'ani.'wr wa.i imi, ,o,ly a revolutionary, but also a member 
of an iiilltiriilial faiidl> in thr .Myinensingh di.slriet who was cuucorued 
/a the b’aji'iidi.iimr ii.dn mlibery of IWU. 

Till' iti'.'d iiii|uotani d.n oil v v\ as ! hal. at Uiindora, when Its. bidiOU 
wordi ol l"ol wa. tahen Imm tlo. house of the father-in-law of one of 
ilie ilaci'il : tlie du-Mit,. wre armed with Mau.sers and one of them 
was (lied and . enl.'iii-i'd b.r nitiiiig teiegruph wires and infringing the 
firovisiotiM oi file Ailin' A‘i. 

The ilatlndiai daruilv in the ’Tippera di.striet i.s iiulewurtliy not 
only on aei oiinl id fhe .iinount of loot (Us. 17,.btMI), but also beeause 
u Hole book fell into file handa of the pniiee whieli contained aeeouuts 
of (he ili po ,il id t he looi . Siv vouiig revolutionaries have made eoufea- 

.sious ol (heir eoinjilieity . 

The Iflianal.afi d.n oil v of the Uth ,hiiu! was chiefly noteworthy for 
the ainoimt id Imd wlih li w.is ♦ .uried oil' in the .shape of /mndLi. The 
value of the prop>Tty l.d.en is a.ud to have hetm Hs. hut very 

little of it w.i't av.iil.dde for tlo^ daeoifs' u.se, 

The daeoity at l«aiiteswiir, in (he Tippera dlstriet, \va.s a very scrioUB 
alfair. five villayTi were killed and live were wounded, and un« of 
the dai'oi! I wlio u.m lull 'd jifoved to he Urahodli Uhattaeliarji, who 
had lieeit interned m Inly Udti under the iXdimee of Ifidia Act and had 
uhsL'onded. 

In Septi-mher, .r wi IbantltenticaUHl ease of attempted daeoity 
uceurreti at I'.dang, m ihe Inuidpur Ubtriet, which was organiaed from 
UaleuUa lUid loi whn h arms and other artichii were sent out from 
UaleuUa, Thu i'.di ulla organisers siihsiajueiitly arranged the daeoity 
which look place .it .SahiMeo, in Alynmnsiugh, whoii iis. worth 

of propiTiy was i allied oil and iho owner, a« old Muhammadan, waa 
abut dead. In this daeoity .\laiiaer.s were used which had bcou aoat 
down from I’alentla for I ho I'alaiig daeoity. 

The Kamdi.iiiali daeoity in the Oaem diatriet uu the dUth .Septembutr 
wiw the work ol .itudi'oti from Karidpur. Most of them bulnngcd to 
the Isliuit {nstitute a school of which Nibamn I'ai, a mombor of the 
Dacca Aimsihui, wa.i the miwtor, iSuven of Uroao who {lartieipated 
in tliis daeoity were cuiivickd and wjuteuced including the five atudenta 
of the iMhaii inslitutiuii. 

Ail the three lasi-mciitiuitvd daeuitiua were boat dacoitica, oileoted 
wuning by river. 

The Ilia daeoity of the yiMr, ms., that at Dharail, in Mymonaiugh, 
waa tlto work of or 3U youtha. who had ainung thinn a Mauacr piatiii 
and a ‘l‘i born gtm. Iti their attack upon Iba houaa ama of Hie 
ownar’wim kiUed by a pwtol m mmm 



dacoits bekmgod to one of tin; VVf.'-ifin uh,, 4 

disappointed that the loot was not luorc valtiahlc. ' 


One dacoity hy rcvolntionarioB tnok iihi.-r in li,.. IM.,,, ,li in t ■ 

this year. On the 27th of hVimiary llUd. I I 1 , , , ,n! 1, ' ' ' :h 

pistols and daggers, looted two i.oiis,- m 

district. From informathm mil.seijnentlv i<-, -i,,,; iiiri,- 1' ,, 

believe that they belonged to a {'alenlla u.ing. " 

81. In Bengal in this year IheiMM^ ere u) lor tuiiidr!,., !«,. ,,i nilunners 

Five further murden. " «le. t v |,e !,,‘i 

tlonario.s,. and t\vo of Ci.iistahles in Itoea eiiv ul,., v.m e .iriun./’i",' 
well-known revoIut.iunarie,s who had ah,n;.,„.le,i i„„.. ,u a a-.’' and ‘w 
bcheyed to be m the city. One of tin- co.r.tabl. n.-.l n^., 


1017. 

82. On the 5th January IPIT, u ,.h4 w... f,.rnn d. win, ,.e.„|v. 
Revolutionary activitiei in (o iiniidei iiyan lU, annul,, who 

i'^stieialit,;' Witii file Iiw olniion.Mies 

tJ,rt Uv.„ 1 " '■ 

in H fc'ccl'lldcd fiMI't of tVlJcutt'l, tn u-litr-i V 1' ’ V. 

lie, however, .Mtspeeled a pl.4', and al soon a ’"be ’ -V.f " f 

Oriental Seminary, where he rSmd\| n Tl''r/'\)''''/^ 

Kumar followed him there with a revolv V ’ 

plume and eornmunieate I S I”' "* 

I«lt. This has d b^ <b.unl,a K.un.u Ib.-n 

a. ^ 

<><■■ - 

JamnaguPin the district of l{aj!iJd,i'’‘'Ti„? lo-thei,. at 

uumber, wore masks and Imvi.rui/ 1 ’ • * datoits vun-e altoiit 2!) in 

poph wires had been cuJ On tk4Cd Tfi!' ” "' 1 '“’ 

before) 011 the search of thoSi«7nff ‘bUl (live m.mtbs 

para Kajshahi, there had beeTC.luT''*' 

in great detail. When the Jamoa * T *“•**’ “"•* }*r'‘»i>i‘e» 

found that the house looted was wh coiiUHitted, it wa« 

The dacoity had obvioudv bei..i tmimtely delineated in the luap. 
July 1917 two l „ 



had arrived by inuri and hamli'd t.lie other a parcel. The j)ai’(icl wai^ 
foiuul to eonbiiii »'nld orna-mentn looted ali the .laannagar daeoity. The 
nuui who h;ul hajuieel Mit‘ parei*! wii,B earryiiig one of the MauHer piBtols 
stolen Iroiu i\le;';;r;'.! IJodda and stnne eartridgefcn lh‘. tried to vnsc the 
pistol but I be. ra.rl ridge, misllred, 

hour olhtn* daeuilh\s wviv conimiited in 11)17, which niay brieily 
he disauissed as folltiws : 

(1) libth Kebruaay PdlT, aJ. raikareha.r, Dacca district; loot alleged 

to aainnini- to Ks. The. da,e,olt,s s]>okc English, wore 

inasks>, earrital re-voivcrs a.nd daggerii. A Mivusei: cartridge 
was. found. 

(2) 2iHh Juiu* lld(, at Hakhalln'uz, Ivangpiir district; loot put 

at. Us. 21MtKt in easJi a.nd Us. UGHb in ornanupds. An old 
nnui aged su was dragged from liis bed, his Hngt;rs were cut 
olf with an axt‘ a.nd he wan stabbed with fatal ji*csults. liis 
laue ^vho uttaeked the dainais witli a spear, was killed on 
the sptit . 'rhe da.er>iis were inasked and nine spent Mauser 
<’ai tridyes wen* Iriitnd, 

(:i) 27tb Oetidier Ud7, at Alidnllajair, Daeea distriet ; loot pat 
a.l U*n» 21,81 »il in property aaid Its, 82.)0i) in (.*a.sh. Dacuits 
iininbried 2b or anneit men with inuilled ta.ees. Tlie 
tlaeniis i|e|Huled at tlie sound ol a bugle. Tlu^ telegraph 
wio'ji l4a,di,ieen cut iurtl niia: spent- Mauser cartridges were 
found. 

(1) hud Ntiveiuber 1.1117, -at Majhiara, Tippe,ra district; loot 
obtained put at its. in easl.i and i»rnaiuents lro,in 

two houses, diicoits nui.nl.HMH‘d about lb and wore 

inanks imd liaversacks. One ad tlu‘- pre>prieterrfcr was shot 
ill roue li l)otli h‘gs, u..in.»ther was liound. The keys o.t: both 
wei'i* taken b'o,iii tl.n*m. A loa.deil Blauser cartridgcy besides 
iwi.i ,s|ient and one intsiircd, were !elt behind. 

if 

BI5. AiHiilitT (liwoily tit U* Imj Hintuiully mtvuLiuiwd. It 

WHM fotiiiiiiitetl iti u gwldainitii’N i^t No. 3‘i, 

Tlii llrttl Atiiioiiiiui Btrctit, Burti BusMir, I'ldcut tiii, iitubout 

y I'.M. ou the 7th May. Two young Boiigulis 
luitfffd lilt’ uluiji iiitd iiskt'd to suo jcwollcry. Thou four young Btfligalw 
citifU'tl thr tihuj) uud bfgJiu firing wildly with pistols. Two brothors oi 
the owiuT wlio WiTf in t he shop fell mortally wounded. There wow also 
in the whop an aHHiwtiint and a tervant, who were both wounaod, two 
women, one of wliom ewcaiM'd and the other hid under a tench, 
a Muhiummidan who ew(‘a|M?d. The dacoits decamped wth jewellfity 
to the value of K«. 5,4011, and some of them drove away in a ta»-^Q 
tliat they had In waiting. One of the dacoits wm, however, teW 
wounded in the aMomon and had to be helpd into the cab. hhs 
comradcH took him frujo tite cab tit u lonely place |ud shot hm de^. 
The dead hotly, oti being found, wae IdfiriUS^ as that of oho Surtt^ndra 



KusHari, kno’tvn already to tke police by the ovideiuic of documents 
found in revolutionary quarters as a member of n wlio iuul been 
school-fellows at Daulatpur College, Kludtia, and had moved up 
together with one of their teachers to the Metropolitiui (hilkigc, (Jalcutta. 
Some of these were arrested and freely described the (xunirreiKie. They 
stated that two other of the dacoits, whom they nanuHl, had BHicive'd 
wounds, one in the hand, the other in the back. 'I’lu t.\vt> 111 I VO IxHill 
since arrested, one as recently as the sittings of- this Conuuititcc, with 
the marks of the wounds as described. 

84 It will be observed that the dacoities of J0I7, tlmi'igli fe.w in 

Tabular statement lor tbe ^ oliarac(.erisi,ics, 

year. their extreme bruliulity ami tlu! wcuU.li of the 

„ houses chosen for the robbery. A clirouolomcal 

outline for the year follows 










It is understood tliat this Act., thoiigli passed by the (jouiicil, was 
disapproved by the Home Government. 

In 1909 a Local Regulation (Ordinaire) was introduced in Chanderna- 
gore requiring possessors of firearms to produce them before the 
authorities and obtain licenses, but how far this has been effectual in 
preventing arms passing through Ohandernagore into Bengal, is 
uncertain. That arms were in fact obtained from Ohandernagore is 
disclosed by many statements. An inspection of the weapons recovered 
by the police, which have been collected and shown to us, makes it 
clear that though the revolutionaries acquired a fair number, apart 
from the theft from Messrs. Rodda, the latter was the most elicctive 
supply they ever obtained. The other pistols, though there arc among 
them some good weapons, were of a mixed character and must have 
led to difficulties in the matter of ammunition. Indeed in numerous 
cases unsuitable ammunition was found to be employed in pistols and 
not a few misfires resulted. 

87. Taking the whole supply together, the revolutionaries only 
obtained arms enough to provide for isolated 
**rupply^*Qf outrages, and we shall show in due course that 

they were sent about from place to place. In 
some instances, however, there was considerable jealousy between 
different groups with regard to their distribution and there is evidence 
that the groups were hot above planning the theft of pistols from one 
another. If the supply had been sufficient to give every gang an 
ample and separate supply, we think that the conspiracies might have 
produced, especially in the event of a rising in some other parts of 
India such as was planned for February 1915, a calamity of a terrible 
character in Bengal^ 



CHAPTER V. 


The Organisation and Inter-connection of Revolutionary 

Societies in Bengal. , 


88. fmmdttt.ion of r('volvitioi\ary RocietioR in IflOfi liaa already 
hc(‘n adverted to in l.lie Reeond chaiiter of this 
Vow* report. It in now necessary to examine the 

Anui an am . ori'anisat ion nii<l inter-conneci,ion of these 

societies, not only as they orif^inally existed hnt in the fonn.s in which 
they re.v(‘al thein.selv('R (hiriJSfj; the next 10 years. 

In Noveinlxw 1108 the premises of the Dacca Ainisilan Samiti at the 
Bhutc^rhari, Dacca, were Rc>ar<hed and tlie following documentB were 
found : — 

I,— A lett<w or cirtadar Higncd by Pnlin Behari Das, undated, in the 
following terms 

“ OwiiiK to the Rraduid iiKTeiiKe in the hrnnehcs end namher of the Anusilan 
Snmiti, it has iteet.inl« imrtietiiarly neee.Mwuy. having re(-nrd to tlie place where, the 
time wIxMi, and tlie person or persons eoneerned for their .snp.n ision, inspection 
and protection to inuKe soine Kood arr.ingements for the present hy dividing the 
wlioll' of lieiiynl into divisions and sulalivisiims and forming Central Simntis with 
ft few Hinidl Saniit.is. Pargana Suinitis with ft few Central .Samitis, Ma laUvima 
HftiniUs with a few I'nrgana i''aiiiitiH, and District 8amitis with a. few Widuikiinift 
.Saniitis and hy placing lh<‘ right person in cliargn of the right place and the right 
mission, in order to earrv out in a thorough iimiiuor the entire work in ftii orderly 
WftV heing hound hv the* tie of union. So tlie detailed opinion and new proposala 
of the entire hodv’of the inhahitants of the country on this point are eordially 
invited. Kveryone will please oblige l.y iettiiig me know soon as mneh ns he ean 
the ailvaiitageii and diiuidvanlages to anyone of there heing a Central Samiti at a 
certain place anti the lit men with their wla-mihinits for the cnriying out of these 
W(»rkH.” 

n.— The forma of four vows, mz , : — ■ ■ 

(rt) The initial vow, 

(6) Tho fiha! vow. 

(c) Tho first special vow. 

{d) The socontl special vow. 

Those vows require the observance of many estimable rt^ilos, but 
they diaoloso a remarkable system for the progressive enthralment. of 
the initiated, as the following extracts will show 

A.--Tho initial vow (.ddya Pro<yH»>-“ 

"1. (a) I will never iK'pamto inyuolf from this Bftwiiti. 

■ ' ■ ^ m m ' ■ ♦ 

0 9 * * , ' 

5 (rt) I will always bo under tl>e rwlwi of t&* saialti. ^ ■ * "-• ' * 

98 . ■ 



(b) I will carry out the ordor:'^ of flie rnitjir»riiie:i uilhniit « word. 

(c) I will never conceal anyilHiiJL^ fonn ilie lornl^w runl will rirw.w oH'ak junnK;., 

bnt the truth to him.” ‘ «**.vt4ung 

B, — Tlie final vow {Anhfa 

“ L I will not divulge any internal mattera \vltaJ:aoover r«f t he to iiuyone 

nor will I over dieeuaB tlneu? nml'ters uitnta/e'Baarily. ' " " ' . 

♦ ♦ ♦ • • * , 

!l I will never movedrom one |»larr to juiothrr uttfuoit inim •nui'': Dh* Pari- 
chalak (hwku’). 1 will not keep the Pariidi.ittk unioiia ni.-d nf th.- pl;j,,v and ihn 
eircuiUHtaneea I may he in at any tiim*. I wilt in tuel^ nanna ti|,. I‘an(.|,a)alc 
should thoexiateneeof any sort of eonsjaiMey aenifna thr aainOi . i.m, to mv know- 
ledge a.tid, under his orders, will try tit rtunedy it. 

4. I^will instantly come hack in ohedirawe to tia- Itu ndtal-ikt'i taiiiiiiiant}, no 
matter in what eircumstanees 1 may liajjpen to l*e at thr tmu* * 

' » * # i • * 

il T will never he at lilawiy to tench any of tleeic !inhi»Mi'i wjth ir-s|>(H't to which 
I may receive instructions in tins samiti. heinj! huond .Mth, f,» any unc save 
those persons who arc houml hy r>ath as na»arda these siller, i. ?. ’* 

C, — The first special vow (Prat/iam Bimh I’riitijmi) - 

” (hn ikfifip fl/utemw, 

Tn the name of Clod, motJier, failicr, prcccfUor. Ic,aiicr unii I make 

tliis vow tluit--« 

(1) T will not go away leaving this eiridr* until il:*i (iiutii tvh** rdderti of the 

aamiti) is fulhlled.^ I will not I«e hound t»y the fi,'* of jul'iTieui hu" fatfaV, mother 
brother, sister, hearth and honna cti-., ami I will, without loi-waid tmv 

excuse, perform all the wasrk of ihi* circle under ortlers of the leailer, | mil dn nil 
work in a steady nod Hcrions manner, giving n|» Ie»»j.u mify nml i*, fdene ' i, 

^ 

(.1) If I fail to keep Hum vow, may the curse of Unihmimn »d f.illtcr ,aiid nnitJier, 
and ol the great patriot, s of every country spcedil) reduce me if» asfu-i.** 

D, — The soconfi spocia! vow {Daitiya liwHh Pmtijmi) - 

“ f)m /hindn MittHmiih 

I. In t,hf> prM^tioo of (Jo<J. Hro. molhor, |.n-.'q,i,.r nn.l ih.- |. (nml.ini- llicm 

w tooH.<,o« I swoar tlrnt will do all .1,,. vvo.l, (... „[ 

tlm satin .., staking my lifo ami (nmryil.im. ih„t I ( ,uit „ii 

1 •‘'•On nt>l«wi(Hm It. Mats., wlio m l it, i,, (|„C,l.,r.-iiiy 

oirctlo, and do injury to tlimii to ll,,- uimoHi, „f my j,„„ , 

wiifnit oTta "7*:'"**'“’'"’^ 'H with anylmtlv, and lliid. I 



* * ♦ • t 

of top^'mniwlTf 'i'n >" '"».V tin* iliiilimiiH 

of tho mothor and of the »5rmt patrioU, nf ovary cmiitiy M|iw,iiily doMiroy mo.” 

The method ot taking the vows has bfjon dcacriliwi hy Criya Nath 

9evorid''oriM'ra'nf*tilIfid''''*”^o^'^ wi tho Mnlmlnyti tiny, U,ii,n«h, mvMolf and 
S tari riUto 1 'rr'' >•'!««»'•<' >.t JJamm, Si,i.||,..MW«U 

8dS i lfk« took .UUtH a.irl tha 

8peml vows ^etoro. riwro was no priosl prewnt ami tho ««w.«onv t.K.k plaas 



at H A.M, In fon* the lOili, Puliit Dab porformod jajna before the goddess 

and other pnjrt- voum, whhh Wf'iti printed, were read out by each of ns and 
wo Ki,'4iulh*d our r«‘a<lin<’SH to he bound tliereby. The special vow was taken by 
nac.h of u:; HpiMdally lirfboc the godthssH willi a sword and Gita on tlio head and 
on tlu' left kiiu*. Hum Ih (‘ailed the PraiifaUrha position and is supposed 
to represent n lion iii"nd to ‘tpring on Ids prey.’' 

Tho aliatiuntutt of a hoy recruitocl at Comilla in 1914 tlius describes 

his initiation : — 

o iK ♦ On t hr K.di Ihija day (»f that year 1 was summoned from my home by 
piirnn, nisi uiidiM' his insi i tn-tinoH myself and the following men did fast for the 
wliolr^ day ♦ • * Aftrr uiKhtfall Puma took all four of us to the ereniatibn 
irrovinfl. TluM'e Purn i had arran|p*d for the image of Kali and at the feet of the 
iniagehe iral phu-Hl t'-\o nnolveru W<‘ were all of us made to touch the 
imago and fiiUo a v«nv to retuaiu faithful to tiu) Hamiti. On this occasion we 
rccoivMul otu' h'amit i TeouesP’ 

w <$ m m t m 


'riiis HVHtaun of ittiliniioH Hut'niH to have been kept up at least till the • 
begiinung of lliKh for a ntaimacuipt vow lias been found signed by the 
person takiag it and diiied tlu^ Mt!i February 191(5. It is stated to have 
continued lai-er and it. maybe ntill in use, hut this is the latest piece of 
(lofsnueutary e.vitleiua* on the mthject. 


89* Thtu'e, wm-i* al«o found at the search in November 1908 two sets 
^ ^ ^ of rules to be observed by members. A pern- 

tr * Hid of them reveals the social conditions 

iiiulcr w!iir‘h it wan hoped t-o get tho initiated to live together. 

One Hoi in diri'cfod ratlier to the judvate life of the member. Rule 1 
rmjuircn tlmf. c'vcrv iiunniuT hIiouIcI take all the vows, while rule 8 lays 
down (lint, tuom^y and ronuiuHlities obtained by members must bo brought 
jiito I he eonnnon at oi-k. 


The ot luu' Mel deals mainly with the domestic economy of the society. 
Tlie i.wo Mef'H lo Moiue ex font overlap* 

Another d(»euinent. foun<l was the Duties of Secretaries (“ Sampaclak- 
•niner Karl alma "). Porluips tlie main interest of this document is that 
I HhowM that the fuemliers were expeet«‘d to be largely boys. ^ Rule 6 
rcijiiii't'a that- (aioong other particulars) tho name of the guatdian of a 
(•aiiiii.lul.- fttr iMliniHHioti nlutiUd ho taken, as also his school and class, 
and !i.v rule 7 a list is t,tt ho kept showing the residence (in the current 
year) uitd the sr.hool anil class of each member. Rules 23 and 24 
fur the cawe of inciiibera tinclcr 12 years of age. Rules 21 and 22 dis- 
(iiiKiiish .iH n^gards inatruotion in toAI-play between those who have 
(ak.'ii ail (h.- vows and t.h<.ae who have only token the Ad^ J} 
is (iiilv the former who are to ho instraefced in all branches. In this 
Mojijiinrioii it must Im mentioned that many books on tom-play were 
fuimd. Home of the hUhi-fhy described was ctorly sword exercise, 
and of tiie Iwmks !««I tranaoribed. iaiihw a high-flown and some- 
what hliMwlthiraty *' Invocwtiw* *«^'«** • ' 



the OTganisation. It is headed with an injunction that it is to be read 
five times with attention. It indicates the lines upon which the orga- 
nisation is to be recommended to the inhabitants of the place where a 
new samiti is to he established, how it should be explained to them that 
without vows only an undisciplined body would he created, that without 
hard and fast rules a powerful body or military organisation never lias 
been and never can be created and that unquestioning obedience to 
leaders is essential. It lays stress on the necessity of multiplying the’ 
societies, pointing out that the greater the number of different branch 
samitis and different centres for play, the greater opportunity will there 
be for collecting men. linally, it gives the reasons why Musalmans are to 
be excluded. “ The document taken as a whole,’’ said Mr. Justice 
Mukharji, ‘‘ clearly indicates that systematic effort was to be made to 
have a network of samitis throughout the length and breadth of the 
land.” 

There were also found forms of “ Parwanas ” or certificates accredit- 
ing inspectors, and also forms of village notes for the collection of statis- 
tics as to the population, resources and topography of the village. 

At the same time and place there were also discovered seditious litera- 
ture and works of a military nature. 

90. On the 2nd September 1909, in connection with investigations as 
_ . . .. to the Nangla dacoity, a search was made at 

'rzrtsr no. is, 

among other things two documents were found, 
viz., “ General Principles ” and an exposition of Russian revolutionary 
methods. Both are lengthy documents. A brief summary of each may 
be given here. 

The opening passage of “ General Principles ” is as follows - 


General Peinoiples. 

The history of the Eussian. revolutionary movement shows that thoao who 
organise the masses for a revolutionary outbreak ought to keep in mind the follow- 
ing principles ; — 

I, —A solid organisation of all revolutionary elements of the country, allowing 

the concentration of all forces of the pax'ty where they are most neces- 
sary. 

II. — A strict division of different branches or departments, i.c., persona work- 

ing in one department ought not even to know that wliieh is done in 
any other, and in no, case should one control the direction of two branclios, 
-A severe discipline, especially in certain branches (military and terror- 
istic), even of complete self-sacrificing members. 

-A strict keeping of secrecy, ie., eveiy member may only know what ha 
ought to know, and talk about business matters with companions who 
ought to hear such matters, and not with them who are not fit to bear. 

. -A skilful use of conspiring means, i.e., paroles, ciphers and so on. 
vr.- A padual developing of the action, i.e., thd party ought not at tlie begin- 
ning to grasp all branches but to work gradually ; for instance (1) 

organisation of a nucleus recruited among educated people, (2) sprcainic 
ideas among the masses through the nucleus, (3) organisation of teebiiical 
• means (in ilitaiy and 'tesTods€o)j>(4j agitation, and (5) rebellion.’* 


III. - 

IV. 


V.- 



These five licads are tlien elaboraficd seriaPm, 

Under liea<l 11 (“ Division of l)ran( 5 hes ”) it is noted that the work 
of a rovolntiooary i)Mr{.y is (a) ^nnierab ( 6 )’ special. The general work is 
organisatioio propaganda, agitaiaon, The special includes seven kinds 
of work, (‘judi of which a.re niori; particnlarly described in detail Of 
these, the s('.c.on(l p' iMililery ”) inclndcs ‘‘ cliemistry (preparing of ex- 
plosives a, ml olJuM* inatlito’s for the rebellion)/’ the third Finances ”) 
includ(‘.s “ imposing i.a.x(‘s on rich people (with the aid of the terroristic 
.deparf-nuvni.).'' One. of Mu‘ functioius of the sevcntli (terroristic) depart- 
ment is “ tiO orgmust*, Hying t.erroristic d(‘pai'tvnentB (for unimportant 
acts, cldefly for afiliiig l.he financial department).” 

Under liead I II (‘M)iscipline ”) it is laid down that ‘\serions infrae- 
tions,” imdiiding rtdnsal of a member of the terroristic or military 
organi aifao!i to execute a superior’s orders are ]>unislied by death.” 

The document* tlien onilines the organisation to be aimed at. Tins 
is to l)e Ceid.ral and Iiocaf. 

Local organisat hui is si‘para,t.ely sketethed under the headings of “ Pro- 
vinc.iaJ Drganisaf.ioti/’ District t Vajunittees,” “Town Committees,” 

liuraJ Drga-ni 'ations " and “ Meinlxms.” 

'I’lii* ol.iii'i' (IntiuiiK'iil;, iiiiincly, tii(* exposiiiion of Iliissian revolutionary 
inol.lioilrt, for an Indian roader thn revolution which it says had 

IxM'.n fjoing on for 50 yearn in lluHaia. The functionB of tlio terroristic 
depariiinent of l.hn RuHsiiin n'-volnf.ifumriea are set forth. It is to l)e 
olwcrvcd that, it, is “ t,o ennunit dacoities ” as well as assaasinations. 

A .similar dueiiment. wins fotiml at some, onginoering works in Madras. 


•)1. On l.hc 27th 

District organisation. 


Kehniiiry 1913, two documoiits were found on the 
person of Rameali Acharji, a nieinhe.T- of the 
Dacca Amusilan Samiti. They probably had 


alreaily been in exi.stenec for .some time. The two d<K‘.mnenl.a are, res- 
pcct.ively, t he “ Distriet. OrgimDation Bchemc ” and the “ E.nle.s for 
inemberH.” They (>mbudy t he elaboration in detail of the requirements 
(ho far a.H eoneeruH these two mattera) of the doenment “General Prin- 


eiploH.’’ 


The Dirttriet OigiuiiHiithm Behome contains 35 paragrapliH. the last 
wit h l(i Hub paragi'nph.s. Wo quote here some of the most important of 
tin* paragrapliH. OtlierH providing especially for projiaganda among 
ntudentH are not iced liereafter in connection with that special subiect. 


** Distiuot Okoasjsatios, 

1. AI! tiie work of n Huiioriiinnlo centre shall bo conducted under the ord^ers of 

tlie jier.xMi in chiuge of it. llo shall rewl the organisation sohomo five times before 
enhwing the arena. ‘ 

2. The m-rson in eliarge of a subordinate centre shall, again, divide his district 
into various parts nceording to the (territorial) divisions of the Government An 

iiial wftraidiwrtwl mttn fihalJ bd vaitad/wltb too oiwrgo of eacn sucii 

iukliviMkiOi. 



25. If, ill nny tliatrict, anol,li(T pariy havo am! if hnriri in fomul to he done 
to tlio country liy them, thon, witli ( li(‘ poniii ivii.oj <d' tfio h<‘a«l»|ii;uior i, arms 
ahoiild bo niiyhow Homim 'riiia work tdionld very < HitioiiMly so thuj; 

they may loiow nothing of it^ 

20. Without an aufograjih hdti'r of the head rvry:iiii;a‘r or oiyanistT in cliawQ 
no district organiser slia-Il give arniH to anybody, 

»i» >*« >♦» # * f " 

31. * * Withmit dm permission of the miperirir rdliem* no mm shall 
directly any letter to any phicm 

♦ ♦ 


34. ^ * ThOHcmvlu) have aiuns or eonliderO ial paper, iu (heir en a.Mly ahall 

not take part in any violent \vork or “ organisat iMii*’ (o- nrdinar\' anVay 
that is to Bay, shall not tak<^ part in any work, or {o> to an\ pfare in \diirh tiii'v 
run any riBk, ' 

35. The diat-riet orgauiaer nimll Buhmil to the Iieailoyiiiiio'a iiimriertv renorts 

under tlio following InaidingH : 


The IieadingH inenhioned in }>!ira<j:niii!i lln winv, a i alivadv alafial, 
10 in mimber, Tlie infornialian (uill.-d far iia liKh', j.arf iaiilar-! aa fo 
ineinliers and ottiei' inhabilanO of Ilia liiafriaf. a.la. uf imia! uinl aihar 
ORtebliHluneiits, kipogriiphv anil aoininimiaaliiaia and a-a.aiaf a anil 
receipt of expendikiiv. One aopy of a .piarlarly ivpor) baa l.aan f„uml, 
as well aw many otlier (loennianO, ravaulin'* i lia aullad ion ami faiailatlun 
of t,hia class of infomiation. Tliay wilt If' ilaalf wif li in .lim cniirsa, 

^ The other iloenmant (IhilcH for Mainbamhip) batml <ai Ibunaah 
Aolmrji coiilains 32 jiaragrapim. Thi'i'a may ba (|uot.tl bara 

14. .Ilaloia wiidili)' nny (■(•I’l'aniH.inianaa rcliiliiii': Iti ;in\ innllar rriimai-laii with 
the orgatm,nt.mi to any pliuia. a niainhar «h,.l! giva it m 1 1..- h.-,..! ,„»i }„. urna.g 

to have It H(‘Ut.to its (liistimition. . luu.,,.. 

* * * • • • • 

iu, “< 

18. Every member shall have the i.laa present in his mind that ha is hrineinii 

enj’oymcnr'’Si^^^^ *'»'* 


With rnforence to rule 14, it may be explained that muneroim pernons 

M iK>gt-i,<>xe« ” for leadens, and somai inla-s in a 

^ w w h addrcHHee tlclivering to aiiot.!ier 

post-box and being ignorant of tho real addrenacn. 

Another sot of Sanuti Rules was found buried in 191(1 along with 

novTifl '-I’hoy am fiborfc. 

There is a a^ce at the end of the document for the signature of tho 







92. In 8i'pi<‘nil>i'r 1919 a. paanphlfst. was found al; t.lio. honso of Atnulya 
Surkar in Ikihiia d<'alin« witli revolutionary 
i)r,e;aaiix.!it.ion. It. ia very longt.liy and not 
weil aaraaiged. It can hardly be cia.aae(l aa an 


pamphlet. 


oflieial workiny dnciunent of n,iiy partieiilar body. Much of it. deal.-; in 
(Treat aaid in aoine ivsprets almo.st ludicrous detail with the regulation of 
daily life. Home pa:-;sa,o,‘n a.re, liowever, instructive. 

Ainulva 8a,rkar, an orypiiisin*, wa,s in touch with North Bengal, and 
aa siif.li is mentioned in li.d belonging t.o th<- Dacca Annsilan Sainiti 
found in (■'aleiilla. nl liie search in Ba.ia. Bazar in 19i:h 

In disen, '.si ni' the .seop,' and jirovinee of the iTeague the author writoB 
as folio w.s : ■ 

“ » • I’liliii. al ini|e|ienileiife is not iHWsilile without the exputsion of the 

ureodv niul s.clll .h fon-i.-nenT free. I he country. Tl.ey cannot he driven out w.thout 
(he nl.verdon of (la cMehli died ( ioverninent. l.y menus of arms and muiutums 
e. ndred for a m,li..n,,l .eiu,-. .Men and .noney am (lie (.wo uni.ortant, re(,ms,(,es 
for a nidional lidie.-. 'I'he ule.le (ltin(i in a nut, shell i.t that ties eonlederaey sli.aild 
vivomudv worl. (..'.clhcr men. inmiey and arms, and lo oreainse these pi'ople mU) 
a saeivd ■nullturv h.oid h.r ( la- |u( ure slrungle. Ih.uvfure, orgmu.satuui is the chief 
thiiij' (o which (he .•Old. .Iciaey must pay supreme adeidion. 

Tinder the lu'ading “ Beadi'r ; His dntit'S and r(tspon.sibiliti('.s ” it j.s 
laid down ll(ul, “ Die leader should liave relation or keep e.onnn(uu<-.ii,tion 
with other oreiu.isation.s in the .same locality or elsewhere. He should 
know Die nieiliods of work of other organiaatmns. Dnder Julies ami 
Jieoulations for reernit nnuit . .stress is laid on the ncees,sity tor gn .Inal 
iuitiulion. If is fair to add that the draughtmmm of 
a])pareiitly did md favour da<u.ity, for rules 10 and 11 under hinanoo 

avi* an follows : 

'•10. .Money eolleCinn, i» proliil.iled hy violent methods. 

U. The chief Hoi.rce of meome will he puhlie m.hscriptiou ami m.bscr.pt.ons of 

ttiD of tliD iDngUf^** 

. On f he of her hand Im would have information collected of a kind which 
could only bere.p.ire.1 for purpo.ses of massacre, e.f/., chunhes-- 
wlien and bow tuany persons attend the church Bervic(.s. 

A larue portion of this pamphlet is devoted to a tobnlafcd syllabus 

„r i^,.;x.';ri:':imi w. pn«fie " 

to be instructed first in general 8ub]oct8 and lastly m sedition. 

Othw AHamiinli. „,!« person who should bo solectod to start 

an establishment at a now jJo. .Hj. 

ftp diiBio. -0 to the 

Mwkharji, where a revolver and 221 copies oi tne lasr 

f a2 . 



leaflets (namely, that referring to Mr. Montagu’s visit) were also fomid. 
The scheme provided for the training of students under the district 
organiser. They were to be of two classes, sacrificing ” and sympa- 
thising.”. There were to be three stages in their education, “ primary,” 
“ secondary” and ''senior.” A stafE of " four sacrificing legal men,” 
to act as messengers, should be kept at every centre and sulb-centre. 
Calcntta w^as exhaustively dealt wdth. Members were to gain admission 
to institutions, of which 11 were named, and also to. found husinesi'^es. 
The city was divided into 14 " principalities ” for the purposes of iliis 
work. These were described with metes and bounds. 


The above-mentioned documents reveal something of the sort of 
organisation which appears to have been on the minds of the leaders of 
these samitis from time to time. The next thing is to inquire how far 
such schemes were actually worked to. . 

In November 1912 certain documents were found in the box of a 
boy named Girindra Mohan Das, of Dacca. The father of this boy was 
a gentleman of the highest character, and it was through his action that 
the ^documents were discovered. No doubt they were placed in the 
boy’s custody because the premises were beyond suspicion. The first 
of these documents was a " Quarterly Eefoit,” obviously of the kind 
called for by ride 36 of the District Organisation Scheme already men- 
tioned or a similar scheme. It deals with five villages, Durgapur, Feni;, 
Amirahad (really^ Nababpur), Belojtia, Saroatoli. TIiCkSo' places are 
situated in the Chittagong and Noakhali districts and in the independent 
State of Hill Tippera. ^ 


Bie report deals wnth the local characteristics and its inhabitants, 
with special reference to the schools and the disposition of the tcachc’rs 
and spholars At the end, under the heading Notes on organisation,” 
theie is a list of 13 names, and at this point there is a portion of the 
document tom off. M the end there is a table showing certain mmos 
under Organisation and Violence.” .“ Violence ” covers four aiib- 

; («) Actions ; (in) Coining ; 
(w) Farming, The explanation of “ farming ” is this. Several of 

T districts, called “farms,” where 
training took place and shootmg was practi.sed. In the report imdcr 

TinTCrr^oS'Srh?fi^e'^®i*° one of these farms at Belonia in-Imlependent 
lippera, one ol the five places with which the report deals. 

_ Another document found at the same place is a list of seven names 


Another document is an account of recpmfo o.,;i ... 

Agraliayan 1318 B.S. (i.e. November erf payments from 

ring, a watch and seme ® 



Otlior do nuiniitri have found ciflier on persons arrested or by 
nuiiuis of st‘a,rehe,i. N<» ot,her (‘xaenphi of a (juart(u*ly report has c<)iiie 
to lii’iit, lait there a.re, furtlMU’ nM;<»nls of the disposition of spoils and 
luinuu’ou.s lists of naanes a.nd adrlr(jss<‘s ariul notes as to tlie custody of 
arms and inipliam-nl;'. 'there aJso letters passing between revolu- 
tioriiiries rlfadiiiji; with Miest* suhjtsd-s. 

yi, Buell wei’t* ilie nndhods* We may recur briefly to the ideals* 
It. will be rtMueiiibered t»ha,t iir 11)05 was piililislied 
iht^ |)aan|)Iilet# BltdWdni MdUtlh^ wliieli set out 
tlie aanis aaul objesis of ( he revolutaouaric^H. It was reinarkaJile in more 
wa.ys thaai om* aaid eh*verly assoeia,tHal thi^ rtdigious and politicad aspimts 
of V|h‘ (piest inii from t in* point, of viirw of so-ealliHl Indiaai Nationalisin. 
We fnid the gloriheat ion of Kali umh*r tln^ names of Ba.kti Uiiid Bhawani 
(two of her munerouH nanu's) and the preaeliing of ilu; gosped of force 
and strengih as the necessary ismdition of political treedom. The 
vsneeess of Ja.pa.n is at t tifmlcd to the strength drawn from religion, and 
thi‘. neei'^.ilv for Imliitns tr; wtirship Bakti (or Bhu»wani manifested as 
tlie Mother of Btr<m*dh) is insisted upon if success is desircM,!. ddie 
Bhawdiii Mdiahr iMlvoeabs! t in* building of a te.miile to lihawani in a 
u|)nt ** hu' from t he eiintamimition of inodern c/ities mid as yivt little 
i-rmhh'n by mam in a higli anil {nin! air steeiied in calm and energy.*' 

A new order of p(dit ieal devotees was to be instituted, but it w.cs optional 
for tki* nMunbiU’s beeomt^ sddffd>^is (ascetics). Most of them were to 
1 h‘. hrdhuidrhtu'is (ur uimiarrictl jHioplc) who would return to the (jriJmstJui 
((sfftdi \Nhen the alii n ted work was finished. What the alhittcd work 
Wits, thougji not. f.peeified, is idciir. It was the liberation i)f India Cron; 
i.h(*. foreign \ 'rin^ i’omhinatioii of the religous, polith.ud jmd sociitl 

viiovs is ch'iU'Iy tmiiight <.nit in the rules already mentioiUHl by wliich the 
new orih'f witn to In* govmmtHh (Jeiunidly .speaknig, a new organisation 
(d politii'id sdttf/dsis was tf» he slitrted, who were to prt'parc the way for 
nwohdionarv vvork. If. is signilieant. tliat at tliis stage there is no ivler-- 
enet^ t«j viohuiee or eriiten I'ht^ central idea as to a given religious order 
is taken from the well known novel /Imocla Malh of Bankim Ohaiidra. 
It is an historieal novel having for its setting the reJxdlhiri in 

1774, when armed bands of sfOi-z/U/S/s came into conflict with tlie ll^vist 
India (kmipany ami were siippresserl after a temporary career of success. 

11»e. revolutionary sueictles in Bengal infected the ^princit>les and 
rules advocated in the JUmimM Aimdir with the llussian ideas of revolu- 
itmiary violen«*m While a great deal is' said 'in the Bhmmni MdmUr 
about* the religions aspect, ilie llussian rates are matter . of ■ fact. The 
saiiiiiis ami assoftiatiotis formed later tlian !908 gradually dropped the 
reltgioiiH ideas miderlying the Bhmmm A£mdir pamphlet (with the 
exception of the formaliticm of oaths and vows) and deyeiopod the ter- 
rorist h*. side with its nec^wary accompaniinants of dacoity and murder. 

The logical development of the movement rotiuircd that auarchistB 
should receive military training and the Bari&mm Bmamti {m the 
Modern Art of War) was 

101 ' ■■ 



Blrnttaoliarji, wlio was a meniber of i.he MiUiikiala, a , in I waa aoiivickd 

and sentenced to 7 years’ rigorous !ini>ri;;oMmcui in (in' Alanikiiila con- 
spiracy case. Tiic book extols war a..s lUMM-ssiiry for tlic iniildin',!; uj) of 
Indian nationality, and after the usual dial ritn* {icninst i!c‘ l<;in.iiHh 
who arc alleged to have disaniied Indians in ortltu’ to opprv tionu wiMi 
greater facility, proceeds to discuss various, inilifa-n domil .. t 'oniaH-icd 
with this work is the niamial for niaking hoin})/., \\i»-h was .a iNlicd l)y 
the revohitionaries. Copies were fcmiiil in llnical (at I ho ;-.raa’rh in 
Maiiiktala Garden, Calcutta) iu tiu^ Iknnlsiy Biv: hloirv (at tin* sraavh 
of Savarkar’s house in Na-sik) a-nd in llhai Parmanand' , Ikiu .a ai l.aJinro, 
An intenx^sting collection of books wa,s mm\ at, varioii . .Modic o aanl the 
list given in the catalogue of tlu^ CriniinaJ Mnsiaini at ( alcutla, alTonls 
interesting reading. Aiuongst, tlu' books are Niiru s h\ Saad'ord, 

tlici Stvimlmnan by Alfred Hutd-on, a, Ilrtm'llHHik 0 / J/of/raa/ lifjtlmives by 
Eisslci', Modern Wevpons mul Modorn IFar Iiy .1. H. illocli, Muldi Km 

PdlJiCf Itiftc lixonosi's, .Moofiot 0 / J/d/Zo/a/ fui(j'ifHu.'rhitj^ 

InjciniTy Ti'uvrviuij^ (Uividrjf DrdL Mdvfuor it mi Tftuiu'n'ij, (Jdit'k Triiiiiiug 
lot PW, and other military worlcs. 


95. Wo may now talvUMip again th(‘ gomnal ravirw *sf fin* iriove- 

Co-operation of groups, jy'!!: g '’y''’'/ !" Y"'- 

111 tilio dinpter hfuilrj •’ Thf licMnniii'M tif 

a revolutionary movement iii Bem'al.” We intenii|tt»a it in nr,li>r to 

mtroducc a auniuiary of the crime <!oniiiiii(,i'(l jiini Htiiiu* aetniniili of the 

internal organisations of the associations which weiv fotiicl. We 

thought it convenient tluit these matters sin ml. I he hcfoiv the rea.htr 

before going further. So far we htivc drawn allmifion (,. l.ln- schemii 

of oigaiiLsutioii aflce.ted, liy the revoliitiunarlc.s, the iilean they milt ivated, 

and the caiiiies they cununitted, without deliniic; the l.odi.'s with whi.'h 

they were associated. Heiigal heciune full of nueli associ.it imi,', seiiarate 

in their lueuiborship but acting in coinmnu lluoicdi timir l.'uih’r.;. It 

may be true to say that there was not -me . piraev in th.’ acn tc’ilnit 

the mdividual of one group or party couhl in.l 1..' hch! Immllv i..s,,.>n hide 

tor the acts of another grouj), and it wa.s on t his ground I hat. 1 he llownih 

conspiracy case launclny in ItJlO brolce down. WV nwv no furiJn.r 

and say that there is evidence that particular oiitraccH w. iv n..l, alwavs 

ajjproyed of as matter of policy by groupa oilier Hum that whicli com. 

initteu them. But that there was one iiiovemeni , promot iiig one g.’iieral 

policy of outrage and intimidation and wurkiiig very hirgelv in coiuiert 

IS, wo think, perfectly clear. We have heard it siigg.'ste.l f liitl, (he laler 

outrages wei'C the work cif i^jolated gangs of youllw who had alnmdoimd 

Irl ! '"n y ® tNit this a.spect of the matter 

outragc.H menf ioned from 
When, however, we studv the state- 
1 arrested, too closely interwoven to ho 

corroboration by way of subsenuoat 
w arn . 1 ? and sti'ikmgly conDoctcd in important matters by iloeumonts, 

between the various parties were not formal, and elaborate documout, 
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tiiough we have drawn attention to some fairly ambitious schemes of 
recent date) were not either necessary or possible for use in practical 
working under the conditions which the activity of the police imposed. 
For instance, the more recent lists and notes which have come to light 
though sometimes of considerable length and detail, were mostly kept 
in cipher, and arrangements as to arms and in connection with dacoities 
and other outrages so far as committed to writing had to be made in 
obscurely-worded letters passing between individuals. Each organisa- 
tion had, however, its own District Organiser in each district to which it 
exVtended. When one was arrested another was appointed. The parties 
communicated through their leaders and helped each other : when 
reduced in strength, they entered into proposals for amalgamation. 

The most striking co-operation is revealed in 1914-15. when an 
outbrey^ in the Punjab and the landing of German arms in Bengal were, 
as we shall show more particularly hereafter in prospect. At this point 
we have the cogent piece of evidence supplied by the distribution of the 
Mauser pistols and ammunition stolen from Messrs. Rodda in August 
1914. It is to be noted that the pistols so stolen were all numbered, 
so that hey can be identified. Further, the Mauser pistol ejects the 
spent cartridge automatically and thus for -every discharge a cartridge 
case was bound to be left on the ground, though of course it was not 
ncccssarilj' found. Again, so far as is known, the revolutionaries only 
had one Mauser pistol other than those of Messrs. Rodda. The circum- 
stances under which they obtained this are known and the pistol was 
recovered. Under these circumstances, as 50 pistols were spent from 
Messrs* Rodda, there is a strong presumption that when stolen Mauser 
cartridges were picked up on the scene of an outrage they had been fired 
from one of Messrs* Eodda’s pistols. The distijbution of these pistols 
can best be seen by a study of the tables and map annexed, which show 
the places where and the occasions upon which Rodda’ s pistols and 
Mauser cartridges, used or unused, were recovered. 

The persons in whose possession the Mausers were found must also 
be noted. These include meixibers* of the Madariput party, Jatin 
Mukharji of Western 'Bengal, members of the group headed by Satish 
Chakrabartti in Western Bengal, of the Chandernagore group, of Bepin 
Ganguli’s party, and« of the Mymensingh, Baiisal, North Bengal and 
Dacca parties* That arms were interchanged between the several groups 
is shown by vatious statements. Whether or not the particular trans- 
actions mentioned are correctly detailed, it can hardly be imagmed 
that the system to which they point can have been separately imagmed 
by the several deponents. 

The custody in which arms were deposited for the moment is found 
named in cipher lists which came to light in the various searches. For 
instance, upon the search at No. 39, ^athuriaghata Street, on the 8th 
October 1916, a cipher list was found stating that certain arms were at 
Comilla and that there was a Mauser at Rajshahn Now 
the District Organiser at Comilla had been searched m July 191b and his 



ciphers showed, the names of ind-ividuals to whom he in turn had entrust' 
ed arms. The latter list shewed that the Comilla District Organiser 
dealt with more arms than the Pathuriagliata Street document noted 
as in his care. The two documents .may not refer to the same date ; 
or the Comilla branch may have received arms from other sources as well 
as from Pathuriaghata Street. As regards the Mauser noted in the 
Pathuriagliata Street list as being at Eajshahi, it is interesting to observe 
that according to the statement of one of the persons in custody two 
weapons were obtained from Eajshahi for the murder of Deputy Supers 
intendent Basanta Ohatarji in June 1916. The above is sufficient as an 
illustration. The system could be further exemplified. 

There is further indication of the co-operation of the various groups 
in 1916 in the circumstance that in the Balasore aftray Jatin Mukharji, 
the leader of a party in Western Bengal, was killed along with Cliitta- 
priya Eay Chaudhuri, of Madaripur, in the company of two other Madari- 
pur men, who were hanged. In respect of the Corporation Street dacoity, 
a W estern Bengal man and a man of the Mymensingh party were convict- 
ed together, and Western Bengal party men were also convicted with 
a man of the Dacca party in respectof the actual theft of Messrs. Kodda’s 
arms. The documents relating to the plot in connection with tlio Ger- 
min arms, hereafter mentioned, notably a list in a note-book found on 
one Abani^Nath Mukharji at Singapore, contain the names of mcmberB 
belonging to different groups. 

Co-operation between the groups is also shown by a sttidy of their 
bombs. 

Three types of bombs were used in the outrages which have been 
described. The book bomb sent to Mr. Kingsford was of course of 
special construction. The first type was a round bomb in use in 1908. 
This was in evidence in the Alipore conspiracy case. Moulds for mak- 
ing the case were found in the Maniktala searches, and such vessels as 
the copper globes of ball cocks, brass globes belonging to bedsteads 
or metal lamp reservoirs were being used as cases. The explosive was 
picric acid, of which a bottle was also found. It was no doubt a bomb 
of this kind which caused the death of Mrs. and Miss Kennedy. As 
already mentioned, a cyclostyled copy of a bomb manual was found 
in these searches. The same manual in a typewritten form was tlis- 
oovered hidden in the eaves of the house of Ganesh Savarkar at Nasik 
in the Bombay Presidency in March 1909. The same formula was 
found in Hyderabad (Deccan) in 1910 and at Satara in the Boml>ay 
Piesidenoy in 1911. Secondly, there were the comparatively harmless 
oocoanut bombs, such as were thrown into trains on several occasions 
as already narrated. The third type of bomb which supplanted the 
spherical bomb was used in all the later outrages throughout Bengal 
and also in other provinces. This bomb (a specimen of which we have 
inspected) was of a oylindrical form filled with high explosive and with 
jufce needles and pieces of iron. Outside was a layer of jute needles 
(which in Ijj^ness rather suggest nails than needles) bound round 
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We will now give sotiic illusiration of the way in wliich tlia revolu- 
tionaries worked together, by sketching I’erlain (‘pisodes in the inves- 
tigatio,ns concerning them. Besides indicaling iln* habits of tlu‘, conH|)b 
rators, we learn l>y takuig the subject from iJiis |uHnt of view, sonudhijig 
of the methods by which they were found out. We. ha,ve had to suppress 
names and details in places in order to avoid { he revelat iou of t h(‘ identity 
of informers and otlier analogous infonualion. 


97. In October a confessing rev()lutiiinary in cusiiHly point, ed out 

Ramlflcatlont. ’I'*’ - »» ‘I"' of 

cijiis))init.ora. 1 lui liuu.'-^o nvu.s sciirclu'u aiul 

amojig other documents found were cipher lisl.s of iiaitic!: ajul addi'esses 


in seven distrieis of Bwigal and also oufsidtj flu: province, 'f'licre, were 
also lists of depositories of ai'ins and honil>s. 


All the addresses in Bengal were searched and the rcsidl.s ini vc lieen 
investigated by us. In all Imt one or (wo ca-scs ( hc.si‘ re, suits were of more 
or less importaneej hut we only (nke. one us an illn.'-lralion. 


One of the addresses at lAiridpur was — 

“ N. N. (..'hatarji, 

llenianta K. Mukharji, picadcr. " 
IleJiuinta was Ohatarji’s uncle, with whom he lived. 
Another address was — 

“ Prabodhendu Molmn Bay, 

32, Soiuirpura, 

Boiuu'cs.” 


A letter was intercepted written to thi.s man frunt Bijiior,. in t he Punjab. 
The writer was traced as Prablui Daya! Mehta, rc.-ideul of Bohani, 
Punjab. This man was arrested and in his po,sse:;;don was a book with 
nine addresses in the Punjab and also a suspicious leticr of the 12th 
Uccember PJlfi from Jabalpur, giving (he. addre.'^s of a, .student at .labal* 
pur to whom Prablui should write. This led to ciii|uirics at .laluilptir 
and the police were led to believe there wu.s a hruiich of the 1 )itc<'a Sainiti 
there, of which among others, one Sailendia Nath (iliosli was a leading 
member. Ho was arrested and his letters inlereepted. One eiuiie to 
him from Vinayak Itao Kapile from Culeutta. On the back in cipher 
* was the name of * * ♦ • • 

* * * * Calcutta. 



1*" i ' * , ' i ' ' ' ' ’ * ’ ' ' ' ' ' ' ■ ■ ! J 

Faridpur found independently in tlie list at No. 39, Patturiaghata 
Street, from wMch we started. 


This, however did not exhaust the discoveries made through enquiry 
being directed, through the long circuit just described, to * 

* * * Among the other names in his list was that 

of Puiiia Chandra Bhattacharji, Unnakali Tol, Berhampore, post-box ” 
for Jiban Thakurta alias Lengru alias Thibaut, one of the depositories 
of the arms mentioned in the ciphers at No. 39, Pathuriaghata 
Street, as being at Eajshahi. lie was mentioned in these ciphers as 
" Thib.’^ ' 


Eurther, as the result of the interception of letters suggested by mate- 
rials found in the possession of * * * and the shadow- 

ing of persons named therein, the police on 13th March 1917 arrested 
Indu Bhusan Chakrabarti alias Sri Kanta. His residence was at No. 
81-3, Dharmahata Street, Calcutta. Search there resulted in the arrest 
of three well-known revolutionaries, among them Jiban Thakurta alias 
Lengru or Thibaut, the custodian of arms at Eajshahi, already mentioned. 
In addition to these arrests, further ciphers were found, lists of pro- 
scribed books, maps of Chittagong showing the internment camps at 
Kutubdia and Maheshkhal and other documents. From this, again, 
another investigation starts. Indeed, new investigations branch off 
at each point of the history. W e have only followed one main channel 
and one branch. 


We will give another illustration. 

In 1916, in connection with the investigation of a certain outrage 
a man was arrested, who stated, among other things, that revolution- 
aries whom he named met at a certain college hostel and he described 
the room. It was searched and some letters unintelligible at the time 
were found. 

Some months afterwards an arrest was made of a member of the 
West Bengal party, suspected of harbouring absconding leaders in a 
plot to land G erman arms. In his pocket a letter was found describing 
(by an obscure reference to the nature of the business carried on) a 
certain place in Chandernagore and giving the name (A) of the father of 
a revolutionary (unnamed) as living therei 


Some five years before this a person arrested in connection with an 
outrage of that date had stated that a revolutionary whom he named 
lived at Chandernagore and that his father’s name was A. The place 
indicated by the letter above mentioned as the residence of A now (m 
1916) was searched and there was found, with Mauser pistols and further 
documents, the other portion of the correspondence, of which the letters 
independently found and at first .u^belligible as above mentioned 
formed a part. Putting all these lett#^and others found, at the same 
time together, a further number of^Ui^t pistols a large quantity of 

ammim.tionwer,tec<.Teieart»<W»<aar«®- tte a«um<«te 



so I’oiind gave tlic police a name wliicili eiiablrd iluori to i(l<‘ntify 
the l)()dy of ii. (Ia.coii; inurdercal by Ids Allows io lie* Ai'ensiijui Street 
da,coity and so led to the luiravelliiig of that striking crinn', as else- 
wli(‘i\y ineiitrio Following up tlie sa.nH* eJui\s, a s(Mr«’h was made 

of tlic rooms of a member of tlio teacliiiig stHid* ai. a (•oll(*g(\ Inllmmtial 
protest was injolo upon, this, but the oeenpa.nt lb‘d to ids lbii{.<‘d Stai.es 
disguised as a Midiaainiiaaliui stoker, a. disguise which tho nattirr of hi,s 
duties at sea prevented, liis :reta,ining long. In Atutud'a !u‘ mot. a loTinau 
aiid a .Bcnga,li and, sent baok, closely eoureadaL a mae ndpiTiiiiij to 
revoluti()iuvry luospects in, 1;lie United Ht/a.tos. A wateli le<l to the arrisst 
of a pa.riyicijKi.ut iu the Arnumia.u Htrect (hieoitv, armed with a loa,ded 
revolver, wbicli he attenipted* to use, OUun* dnetummts were fomul 
o n li iim 

Tlic above is the barest skcdcii of one portion of a long eliain of 
investigatioii wbieli Ls reall}' ejidless. We have not, ile.NorilHal it from 
its bcgi.nujiig, AVe ha,V(’ not rea,eli(‘d its end. We have ueideei(*djits 
collateral issues. We cxa-inined it in uimdi mon‘ detail t han it is possible 
to^ set forth, and )ia.V(i conducted other similar investigations. We 
tliiuk wlia.t we bave said has, however, some illustriitivi' vabie. 


98. We now turn to anotlicr subjeet:.,, namely, tlm leatkd. liieridaire 
Revolutionary leaflets* rey<'>lutio.iu,i..ries. In miin\* iiises, soiae 

" " ■ of wlibli liave Is'cn iioimt, in tbiMamrsc of Hie 

narra.tive, these docunients liave been discovered in great nunilu-rs at. 
scarclics where rcvolutiona.ries liave been arrested and organiMition 
docniirieiits and arms (including Miauser imloh from Messrs/ Ibnlda’s 
coiisigiiiucud) .recovered, Besides tliis, tlnm* arc a grt*a.t. number of 
leieiences iri tlic st^i-teniei^ of various tlepimeufs tt» the tlisf ribution of 
these leaflets. We do not print tliese, bei*nuse \vt? think iliere can be 
no rea.l doubt that thest,; docunients were the jirojaigumla of the lariims 
bodies, Uio iiieiubers of which per|)etruied tlie <mf*ragcs and are now so 
argely in custody. The connection iHstavcam this Imdici Htcmtnre and 
tlie outrages lias over and over again been aerindinf ami dwidi upon 


by thu courts, ilicsc leallots einljotly n proiMiKaiulH of l.I.HHm.iwty 
uircctcil aguinsfc tlio EuroiwaiiH iiiid all wli«i «mi»t iliom. 

iOlOMA *1. 1 ... 1 , 1 ... .1. II?, I '1 « 'I t * 


faiiaticisiu directed 
Hie lust of tliose docmiuiuit.s,_i«^^^^^^^ that iiuIiUmIhhI in HrermlMT 1 U 17 
m view of Mr. Montagu’s visit, is specially important, for it shows that 
tlie attitude of utter irreconcilability is maintained up U* the present 
moment, ihe last three paragraphs are as follown 

Make tills unholy Oovertimonl 

IWmbor “!'«•> t'*,. alien Imre.lnei.M V. 

mmte L^rwhe blTriT i« JadH and rotting In iwami».. He. 
mcmboi tlioHo who Lave died or have gone mad. Itememlior, wMoh and woik. 


* See paragraph. 83. 
t See paragraph 170. 







We ask you once more brothers in the name oi God and Country and all yourg 
or old, rich or poor, Hindus and Mahommedans, Buddhists and Christians, and 
join tins War of Indian Index)cnclence and poiir forth your blood and tieasuiy 
Bark, the Mother calls and shows the \v(xy-^NANYA PANT HA VlDYATu] 
ylA' 1^4 (The only way and no other). 


By order of the Executive. 
Indi A ir Revolutionary Committee.” 


99. As the exprcasion of these views, at the moment and in the 
^ ^ * connection in question, is obviously a matter 

some facts about a leaflet. importance, we will show, who were 

connected with the issue of this leaflet and follow through the 
evidence on the subject. It will be seen that the document takes the 
form of a proclamation “ by order of the Executive, Indian Revolu- 
tioiiary Committee.” In January 1918 one. Kuntal ChakraDarti 
was arrested and in his possession, along with pistol, cartridges, 
were found copies of this leaflet, and on ^ the same evening another 
person was arrested with further copies, a . revolver and a- 
from Kuntal referring to the printing of it. The letter, though 
unsigned, is clearly Kuntal’s, because it refers to his use of certain 
medicines of which he was found in possession. The passa.ge in the 
letter is as follows “ Seeing your delay I was compelled to get t^ 
paper printed. I was advised by every one that if it was at all J 
to priit it, it should he printed before Montagu’s arrival in Ca^ 

I consulted Karen Da and Gunti in this matter and Karen Da himself 
met all expenses.” 

This was the letter referred to on page 21 of this 
tained the lament that all the revolutionaries 
police owing to the successive 
Therefore we have the fact that this pamphlet 

whose fellow-workers were in the ® “Tvanted ’’ the 

Haren Da and Gunti, who are not in their hands, _ ^ Oprman plot 
one for murder and dacoity, the other as a ^®^*^®^ “ ^ 

to be hereafter mentioned.* - But the matter does n p 

Kuntal Chakraharti had also b®®" “®“tio^®^ “ SuTlOieT It 
implicated in the Gopi Mohan Roj ^a"® JacortyjJnly^l^^ 
will be remembered that after that daooi y . bearing the words 
’• “d a “ o t Sakrit tHe ;tta=.UUon of rfuA ia 

Mo“ aad the Motherland are , po,o,glonou. than Heaven. 

j " -t I* JL—J 


The seal by which this 4 
m Chandernagore traced by/ 

^ Sea Chapter VIL V 
t See paragraph T7. 

' , , , , , 


iohnd at the house 
alteadyjef erred 




to. From tiiat seal (wkicli we have seen) the impression appended 
hereto was talrcn. 

Now in the same box with the seal were two letters referring 
to Knntal Chakraharti. The seal, having been seized, could not be 



used for the leaflet. This, it will be seen by referring to it, pur- 
ported to be issued by the “ Indian Revolutionary Committee ” and 
there was no seal. It is, ,hdwev«ar, not a very risky inference to 
draw, especially having regard to the four confessions, that Knnt;al 
Chakraharti, the anthor or publisher of the leaflet, was connected with 
the dacoity and the seal and with the resort at diandornagoro whern 
Mauser pistols were found and from which so miany other connections 
radiate. At any rate, what is the most important point, <.hc autlior 
of the leaflet was the fellow-worker of a ntlmerous band already in 
custody as revolutionaries and of others wanted as such. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Revolutionary Recruiting from Bengal Schools and Colleges. 


100, Abundant evidence has compelled us to the conclusion that 
the secondary English schools, and in a less 
Accessibility ol Bengal degree the colleges, of Bengal have been re- 
revolutionary ^nffwinces. garded by the revolutionaries as their most 

fruitful recruiting centres. Dispersed as these 
schools are far and wide throughout the Province, sometimes clustering 
in a town, sometimes isolated in the far-away villages of the eastern 
water-country, they form natural objects for attack ; and, as is apparent 
from the reports of the Department of Public Instruction, they have 
been attacked for years with no small degree of successr In these 
reports the Director has from time to time noticed such matters as 
the circulation of seditious leaflets, the number of students implicated 
in conspiracy cases and the apathy of parents and guardians. But 
perhaps his most instructive passages are the following, in which he 
sets out the whole situation in regard to secondary English schools. 
“ The number of these schools,” he wrote, “ is rapidly increasing, and 
the cry is for more and more. It is a demand for tickets in a lottery, 
the prizes of which are posts in Governmeiit service and employment 
in certain professions. The bhadraloh have nothing to look to but these 
posts, while those who desire to rise from a lower social or economic 
station have their eyes on the same goal. The middle classes in Bengal 
are generally poor, and the increased stress of competition and the 
tendency for the average earnings of certain careers to decrease^ — a 
tendency which is bound to follow on the increased demand to enter 
them, coupled with the rise in the cost of living and the inevitable 
raising in the standard of comfort — all these features continue to make 
the struggle to exist in these classes keener. Hence the need to raise 
educational standards, to make school life a greater influence for good 
and the course of instruction more thorough and more comprehensive— 


a need which becomes more and more imperative as life in India becomes 
more complicated, and more exacting — ^is cpnfronted by a determined 
though perfectly natural opposition to the raising of feesji . , 
Probably the worst feature of the situatiioh is the low wages and the 
complete absence of prospects which are the fate of teachers in second- 
ary schools. . ■ . . It is”, easy to*, felaihe the parpttts for blindness 

to their sons’ true good, Is the thing 

that seems to matter, so'. ' promotion 

examinations and is il* that etteimsisw At the earliest 

possible date, the av^age p^arent has no criticism to offer. This is per- 



fectly natuial, but the future of Bengal depends to a not incousiderabl 
extent on the work done in its secondary schools, and more is rcquire< 
of these institutions than an ability to pass a certain propoi*tion of boy 
thiough the Calcutta University Matriculation exaiviination. . * • 

The present condition of secondary schools is undoul)tedly prejudicin 
the development of the Presidency and is by no means a negligibi 
feature in the existing state of general disturbance. It is custoinarv t 
trace the genesis of much sedition and crime to the bacdc strc^ets aui 
lanes of Calcutta and Dacca, where tlie organisers of anarchic coji 
spiracies seek their agents from among University stiidcnvts. This vitv'i 
is correct as far as it goes, but it is in the high scliools, wiidi tlieir vmdei 
paid and discontented teachers, their crowded, dark and ill-ventilatOi 
class rooms, and their soul-destroying process of unceasing cram, tba 
the seeds of discontent and fanaticism are sown.”* 

101. We have seen that the first Bengal revolutionaries, ‘‘ full 
realising that the l)()y and son of tdio presen 
prospect;ivc man and fath(U‘ of tli 
papers and leaflets. at securing tlie ulf/imaln lilx^raf.iu: 

and complete independence of the Bengali ‘ nation ’ through the r(*adil 
aroused and easily misdirected ardour and enthusiasni of youtb.” 
It is obvious that their efforts to secure recruits must ]iav<'. beam faei 
litated by the unfortunate enlistment of students and schoolboys i: 
picketing operations. And when the influences of the boycoti; bu’meri 
were supplemented by the perusal of such n(nvBi)a|K‘rB as tlu^ J {(fjfinim 
the impressions on many a youthful niirid mush have rtistunblotl then 
esiemplified by the following letter, which was filed as an cxhil)it in tl) 
Aliporecase. 

Sm, — From your advertisement, articles and your hold I under, staii 

that he alone who has the subverBion of tlio Foringhi Goverrunotvt at lu^art., ahoul 
# by all means read iha Jugantar. I, a schoolboy, living in a hilly enimtry, doii 
feel any oppression of the FeringM^ and I give way belV)r(^ pc'opb^ for \va,nt of info’ 
mation. I am, therefore, in need of J^iganlavt for it no piainis us t,o a go'at. oxter 
with the desire of driving away the Ferivghis and alHO raak(\s ub alivts to wrong 
I am extremely in straitened circumstances, hardly able to ]>raeurf^ on<* meal 
day ; nevertheless my desire for newspaper reading is extremely ntrong. Ilt^rn’ 
1 approach yoxi as a beggar. Ah ! do not diHappoint such an eager hopf* of min' 
I shall pay the price when I shall have the moans. I hope yon will favour n: 
by enlisting me as a subscriber. Further, please don’t fail to send a sampb* eo|n 

Submitted by Sri Delamdra Chandra Bhatt judiarj i 
* ^ B.O. Macchilmdi, Miraai, Bylhet.’* 

Moreover, the teaching implanted by newspapers was widened an 
emphasised by the circulation of numbers of leaflets containing sue 
passages as those which we have quoted elsewhere in this report, psiHsage 
instinct with racial hatred of the most virulent form conceival)hn 



Sucli is the literature which has for years been circulating among 
the English-teaching schools and colleges of Bengal, 

102. But they have been persistently attacked by more direct 
„ . - ... methods. On the person of Eamesh Chandra 

S sThoo"s*andTo^^^^^^^^ Acharji, the principal convict in the Barisal 
conspiracy case, was found a District Organi- 
sation Scheme which contained the following provisions : — 

“ The district organiser shall first make himself acquainted with the number 
of Entrance and Middle English schools or colleges in his centre. He shall in- 
fluence at least one boy in each class of the school or college, and through him 
will disseminate the idea to the whole class. He shall have connection ‘with a 
higher class student under a teacher or professor of the school or college. This 
higher class student will have connection with the monitors of other classes. . . . 
If a district organiser wishes to place a man in a school or in any post, he shall 
inform the headquarters centre of the following particulars regarding such man : — 
caste, and age, qualification, what pay he will draw in such post, or the amount 
of fee to he paid if he is put in a school as a student, particulars of such place and 
whether the man to whom ho will be subordinate is our man — ^Will there be any 
special facility for our work if he be put there. The chief of the centre shall 
make arrangements to disseminate the ‘idea’ more among the students of the 
entrance schools and colleges, as unmarried youths are receptacles of work, energy 
and self-sacrifice. 

When a boy is recruited the following information concerning him shall be 
submitted to the headquarters centre. ... As long as no orders are received 
from the headquarters centre the district organiser will make all necessary arrange- 
ments for his education,” 


Tie organisation sclieme provided tiat district organisers sioiild 
be given assistants ” and should sTihmt quarterly reports. 

103. When the box of Girindra Mohan Das, approver in the supple- 
mentary Barisal conspiracy case, was searched 
Illustrations of its working, D^cca some “quarterly reports'’ were 

found therein, and were filed as exhibits in the subsequent conspiracy 
trial. They contained the following passages :— 


Durgap^ir, — This place is situated iu the Chittagong district in pargaua 
Na»:ampur. It will not he an exaggeration to say that in this pargaua this is the 
only place inha})ited by gentlemen. It is here that I live. It is hoped that some 
work may be done here. ... Here is a great want of educated men, there 
are only *2 or 3 such men in this village. Owing to the existence of the local High 
English School, it is gradually improving. . . . Most of the teachers of the 

school are religious minded, consequently most of the boys are religious minded. 
The idea is not much in evidence afhong them. But the Head Master and 
Elcmeridra Mukhuti have it. Both are favourable to our work, particularly the 
latter. Two other teachers also know all about it. But they are not favourably 
disposed and are extremely criticising and inquisitive. On the other hand, 
inquisitiveness does not yield any good fruit. Of the students a student of the 
second class has become our initiated member. . . * There is sitting 
every week on Sundays. The sitting takes place in my room at the Boating. 
The OUa, the works of Vivekananda, or the Eathamrita are read and there m also 
/aVton (religious songs). . . . It is necessary that r^igious zeaJ and patnotiBm 

should flourish side by side. But even the faintest gleam^a|;the lat^r is not visible. 
H'cmendra Babu speaks a little about' ‘'t&se . in; fow of 

them can catch or comprehend what^-i^ 6%^^' * tenacity 

Ofpurpos©,\ r ^ 



FenL — Tliis place is situated 20 miles north of Durgapur, Though it is a 
small town yet many educated men live here. There is a high class English school. 

. . . The situation here is unusually advantageous. The work is daily 

becoming more hopeful. There have been five men since my arrival. . . . 

It would have been very fine if a teacher could have been established here. I 
asked for a teacher but you could not give one. Suren Babu also asked for one 
when he was here. It would have been very fine if you could have given one. 
The boys would have received much encouragement. At present the entire burden 
is on the first boy of the ‘ first class * here. The principal thing to consider is what 
arrangement tLould be made after he has left this place after having passed his 
examination. . . . The members are all energetic. At present there has not 

been much obstacle from local men. 

Amiralad,---Oi this place it is reported that ‘.There is no one fit to guide.’ 
Consequently it would be well if a ‘ second Master ’ could be appointed to the 
local M(iddle) E(nglish) school. The qualification of being ‘ Entrance plucked * 
is enough. If you can give such a man after the Puja holidays, I will appoint 
him.” 

There are reports of two other places. Of on’e it is written “ two 
and one more boys have been (secured) there.” In the other there 
is an entrance school where “ our Sriman Satish Chakrabarti is readins 
in the ‘ first class.’ ” 


The above quotations show the methods of recruitment from schools 
devised and practised by the Dacca Anusilan Samiti. These are further 
illustrated by the following incidents. We have noted that the pass- 
ages from “ quarterly reports ” which we have reproduced have been 
taken from documents found in the possession of Girindra Mohan Das, 
approver in the Barisal supplementary conspiracy trial. In the course 
of this trial the approver, aged only twenty, once a youth of great pro- 
mise and the son of a much-respected servant of Government, gave 
evidence to _ the following effect. He had become a member of the 
Dacca Auusilan Sainiti while a pupil at the Dacca Collegiate School. 
-fciG iiad 06611 ©iilistcd in tiio following mannor. 


_ A class-mate had introduced him to some persons by the river bank. 
He used to go and meet them there m some gardens and was given 
revolutionary literature to read. “ The conversation at the gardens,” 

to religion and politics. The conversation 
u r® *^^t y evolution would be brought about, that the 

that India would be made 
independent, . . We went to the temple of Kali at Swamibagh. 
We sat in thejerandah of the temple. The door of the temple was 
closed but as the door is made of iron bars, the image could be seen 
Pratul Gyh produced two pieces of paper from his pocket He 
gave me th^e and told me to read them. One of them was a set of 
jowB, and fte yo« priated. I toot tie vL iTrlSi a™ 

wJtCt'r rsi 


‘IT, “*'"*f*“* 



‘‘ Crowned with 


victory, on Wednesday next you sfiould remain at Station, Vivekananda^'s 
book in hand. You should act as I have written to you before. The 
schools and colleges will soon be closed. You should so arrange that 
those to whom letters are addressed to Barisal from Dacca and else- 
where do not go home during the vacation, and you must not leave 
Barisal for any other place during any sort of vacation. . , . When 
the schools and colleges are closed, you should keep him who is going 
in the lodgings of some one among you. It would not do to have any 
fear. If one falls into danger in God’s work, God himself will save 
one. — (Sd.) Makhan Nag.” 

Exhibit 15 in the same case, addressed to the same person, runs : 

Inform me if Krishna Lai Babu will do for Bhola College, There is 
no one fit for the girls’ school here.” 


The Krishna Lai Saha herein mentioned was later arrested with a‘ 
stolen revolver and important revolutionary ciphers and correspondence. 


Another approver in the same trial stated : Pulin told both of 
us that we could do no good to the country by studying, and that we 
had better take up appointments at the Sonarang National School 
and that we could do the work of the samiti from there.” The wit- 
ness went on to describe how he became a master in this school ; how 
all the masters and some of the boys were members of the Dacca Samiti ; 
how a party from this school, in conjunction with a party from Calcutta, 
planned an armed robbery and brought back “money, clothes, and 
a small child’s gold bangle ” as well as Es. 900 in cash. “ These things 
were brought to the school hostel. Some of the money was kept for 
the expenses of the hostel, and the rest was sent to Dacca. Another 
dacoity was carried out from this school. The proceeds were “ many 
gold and silver ornaments,” and so on. At last the witness was con- 
victed of assaulting a Government postman and suffered a month’s 
imprisonment. On r’elease he became a master in a middle English 
school and “tried to preach the idea among the schoolboys and to 
secure recruits in the village.” But the boys at this school were tOo 
young to appreciate this kind of instruction and he relinquished his 
post and became a private tutor, all the time closely maintaining his 
connection with the Dacca Sai^ti. Subsequently he became a master 
in a high (English) school in an important district, and at the^ same 
time worked as a district organiser for the samiti. This career in the 
high school came to an end after his quarters had been searched by 
the police. He stated that the loot taken in the various dacoities which 
he had described was “ spent in organisation, purchase of arms and 
defending cases,” 


Both these approvers were sons of^mfen in 
themselves been well educated. — 


Judge before whom it was 
have seen, it testifies in a striking i 

■ 115 



id positions and had 
"as believed by the 
we 

non of youths 



that went on tinder the cloak of education. When once initiated into 
a samiti the victims were bound by solemn vows never to He|)}irate 
from it. The very first condition of joining was an iii*e\a>eal)!e lao- 
mise. This was administered even to young boys. 


lOl. We have perused many statements wliich ait<‘st i.he. inelhods 
Results. results of tlic ()rgnni/(‘<l <'ani[)a.ign <rf 

■ ^ corruption that has so long beam wn^fvA. Ono, 

of the most interesting of these documents wna wrii.tini on(. last V(‘ar 
by an educated ditemi who is now interned in Iris villagci uiuba'" Ukj 
provisions of the Defence Act. We have ol^tained his penaissioa to 
publish the following passages: — 

From the very beginningl had no faith in the of tIuH laeveinent, 

I know lull well that anarchism has never l)ee!i att.eiuh'd will) gnoil reHnllM. If 
may be asked then why ,C joined it. My long assoeialion with X, iMMifiliTf with 
* my love and adection for him for various lielps nnuhu'ed to fm. h\ rny 
days aa a stiident, induced me to comply with his TC'cnient for help, I , , ' 

. I'egards the rccrnitinent of young students as rneinhers of tin* secret Hnrictv 

way The word ‘Liherhy ’ has a rli<irin whirl, ar.m.uh 
to young sontnnental minds. Study of .^uoh hookn «h t.lio livr.s J Ma/.. 
/.ini, Gaiibaldi, Washington, etc., naahes impressi()n.s upon young miitdM. llfairri. 

to^iSrit “’r organi'iatioii' and (cii.i.t, v..m.g'uu-ii 

in tw,i! 1 *'**® of serving the country. The mnv rrmiitN are’ KruniuKr 

in the dark as to the magnitude of the work they arc to do and are eiitirrd infa 
sivallomng the tempting bait. They arc in tlm hogin.ung utilltd an in, ...,;.,. . ■ ■ 
and minor workers tor carrying out news and inforinnt.ion. (irncrallv th.-v arr 
diawn into the actual work, and when once they have liceii Ihoroiicliiv iiiiliatcd 
nito It, It becomes impossible for tliem to give iv,) tlie eonncM tinn wdh' ( til 1 t 

oig.inisntion. 1 have known from iny personal ox ncrieins' Ilia i lii/i#i.. i 
trust one another, pupils regai-cl tlieir Inehcm nl sn'm,! J a i ilJ '1 .1 I,.!, i 

“« 

Nine years ago the Judge who tried the first: Berijral ronHiiinicv 
me okerved.- ;' Those respusible for this conspiracy lli<l I- 

ell They realised that their best cliatico was to got liold of tho yniiih 
of the country and inflame them by appealing to tluiir aoIJn . S ! 
gion and thoir sense of chivalrv and fn fhiia And 4 i i 

Tlie danger of ^conspiracy like this lies not so much Tn its rimarloH* f 
success as in its fruition When oneo +hA >” '•'H prcwpoct of 

st T ^*ll ““ “ «™a.e*S™ra''!3'V "^'i 

“•Ste High EngUA sd.»n'of nhui 







lian''c(.i, nuinlcr ami waa afterwards killed figlitirig the 

Tjolice, Ol'iu'i’M liii'Vc. 1 h',(!U iiniiriaonctl and otliors bouud over under the 
Criminal I’niianliirn Cudi', to he of good behaviour. But those are 
cxtreiim iuHtam-es of wlmt lum Imim going oil ill many places, especially 
in placfii anVotf.l by tin' ramilic.ations of the Dacca Anusilan Samiti. 
\Vc have notifnl also the rceoiit murders of two head-masters for trying 
to do their duty,* and the, following evidouce shows how wide-reaching 
is the eainpaign against impressiouahle youth. 


lO.a. It will Ih! renieiidHn'ed fihat one Aiurita Lai llazra was seu- 
. (,ene.e,d t.o llfteeii years’ transportation in coii- 

Utesl efforts. mietion with the Raja Bazar bomb case.f 

When his house in Calmitta- was searched, a list of sixteen names was 
found in cipher, among which was the name of a certain Amulya Nath 
Harkar. l''urtht!r information was received regarding Amulya Nath 
Sarkar ; and under (lie itro visions of the Defence of India Act, this 
man's Imuse at I‘alm:i, on the soutli-wcst border of the old iiroviiice 
ofHastern r.e.ng'al, was sca,rchetl in Beptembor 191(5. An interesting 
pamphlet was hmnd therein whic.h deals with the organisation of an 
“Indian Liherutlng Leagim " for ‘'the expulsion of the greedy ^n'l 
scllish foreigners fnmi the count, ry. They cannot bo driven out withr 
out i.lm subversion of the, established (lovcmmeiit by nicaiis of arms 
and mnuil'ions reipiired for a national rising. Among the various 
sect, ions of org.inisatiou wit h which this pamphlet d^ls is “ Dilferent 
processes and plaees of re.cniiting.” 

The iHiiniddet groups under this heading the following 

" [. r.y piil.lii" (toil ion, hy press publiwitioiis, ami by individual 


t'uarlUlu*. 

in nnruMiMD'vi 
w<drk. 


S.liuol.i lOid eolteees, |.l,i4ts of piiltlk! timnsemciit, tlwaU'cs, etc., 

wlni'*'- rrliiu’f'rt lit'*' tutd w thtovigh pluiauthropi c 


( if/ > it'f phttU' iit, lifCr**’ 

|yi{, rfeii:* ' I’i’iU'Ii ililitlirity t 

2ji<h'l4da iM’furri iltrir ■ 

:i»*| inarriv*! ynititg *«*'*» s 

4!bt'laini iiiiil wiirbily i«wL. 

X, j:l : i nminihtit III Ihi ir iivHvUy »)<dviilily-- 

iHtebu'S boys vvlio are pioswuting tluiir studio*: 

-mi ebiss youuK ■mm wliu will veuturo any tiiiiig. even at the risk of their 

iivw 5 ^ ' 

:srd ebiw those who will hi-lp with money only : 

4lli « lla*«' who huvu gtmuinc Bytni«ithy only. 

'I h •«« cln«*s Hlumld bo grouH under respeotive oiroles.” 


♦ 8«i |»r«f 74 ttiitl Bl, 
f iL t 

m 



Later on the pamphlet runs — 

“ JJl/Jcrcnt proccmia oj recruit inp 


(1) Throuj^Ii wcIiooluiiiHierH juui of t ; thonigh tliu (ifiii 

aacl gymua8tiu aAUHtorft. 


(5) Tlirough fc5Ui(Ien(.H’ mths^st's aiui lio.i|«*la !>oth fuivaii* aiuf 

((}) Tlut>ugli nHa’il()riotis atui t’oftijiatiy with hoy a hi liavitig 

wit-li ihciii as yuuiigor htolhta’M. h('lj»iji;>; l lirni u hi ii jtia iJctl with 
iiuiterial 

Again wc find tliai; wlien hiBi year a. certain iloginalra liliattaclnvrji 
of the Dacca AimBiIan Suiniti waa urrt‘.st4‘«! iil, lUmgaJjMir in IHluir luBt 
year, a docuineut was found aiiituig his iiajicrH ulht'h diHi‘Iosi‘H an ela™ 
borate Bclienio fur the perversion of whole litigiihiairhfHichs through 
organisations of students and sitlioollAoys. 

lOO, We have luarslialled in this eliaiiier only tla^ iuomI proniiiieiit 
Summary. lauis of the lestiinony whirh lue: eonvineetl 

us tluit the revohd ioiiery ;i;:. oriat ions have 
Spared no pains to seeure reeruitH irtuii srhoulh and eollryoa. r»y 
oitiborafcc eudeavoiir and astutely devisAni inefhoda Ihoy ha\o aehiiwed 
a degree of success whieli, unless strongly coins! i iod hv condnned 
official and non-ollieial effort, must gravt*!} piejudiro the future- of 
Bengal 



CHAPTER VIL 
Herman Plots. 


IU7 Bcriilmnli in lii.'s l*"nk “ Uonnaiiy inid the Nexi; War ” puli- 
li;slu(l in Ofinlwr iunl iiKlu-aU'd tlio 

airman Interest In Inillan liniHi t hat- tin* Hiiulu jHyptilaiiou nf 

revolution. in whifh a prniiuunci’tl ri’vniiiiinniuy 

,LU(l nuliunulist l.'iul.'n.'V itwlf, iniMlit. unite with tlu; Muh|Jin- 

huuluns of India and that tin- nn-uinn-ntion of tlicse, denu-nts iniKht 
civatn a very yiavi- daiig«-r t'aiialilc of Mhakilig the fouiidatiouB of 

iWdainl’B 

Oil tin- fdli of March Id 1 1 tin- ikdinn ftujMdt \n\hhtiht.'d 
„a “ Kiidand'H Indian ’rrouhln” ih-j.icti.i;- a very gUn.nty .situation in 

Iinlia ainl rci.rc;.cnliny. tliat ni-cirt nocietn-.s tlourwhod and 
were In-lncd from ont.M.h-. In California (-.Hliex-ially, it wan »aid tln.io 
aiipearcd to he an or--,aniHed euteri)riHO for the puriioso of piovid ^ 
India with arma and (-.vploaivea. 

lt>8 Aeeordini' in the i-aBc dineloBed liy the proHetnitiou in a State 
IU8. AiroiuinK FranciBco on the 

Wot of and ^,{ N„vi-inbcr 1917 liardayal * had planned 

aimwnaiint.. ^..^mpaign in Aiaerica prior to 1911 with 

: llZlll"™! C,.UI.,.™.., 0„.go„ Ntalmgtou tUo 

doetriiuj that the lAitherlaiuI would Mtrike Liifclaud. 

109 In Seiitemher 1914 a you»fi named 

lOJ. In H.-pt, iutar „f a body in 

Gwmnii UM «t !««•« International Fro-India Comrrutteo, applied 
mttoRilttts. Oennaii Consul iu Zurich to obtain per- 

mission for him 

October 1914 ho ^ National Party” attochod 

Berlin. He estoblmUed there t members Hardayal, 

to the German J**?*'*’^' -i jaknath Das, BarkatuUs, Chandra K. 
the founder of the o* the accused in the Gerfian 

Chakrabarti and Heramta W (two of the aoousea mu ^ 

Indian conspiracy trial m San Franc ®® i* nf tw 

The Getmaij SjZi^St^SBritis^Utttfatuw^ which 

patty at fiiret ohieiy m the piodofiBon e**"* * , 

• Soo pa««5taph m 



was as Sr as possible disseminaku! in all ividoiis wlieiv il unolo i 

pectod to do injury to Groat Britain. 

At a later stage thoy wore enRU'!:c(l in .dlicr dnf.ir:!. i!ark;i,t,„ll-i w..» 
detaded to direct a cainpaiga to win lntlia.u prisoin'r.; of war rarifmv/l 
by tlio Genuana from tJio British rank.s from ilmir dlh-ia,,,., ' , 

was at one time trastod with a Berlin UHh-e. whirl, l,e n.-nle 
m Amsterdam in lOIfy to an agent who w.ts leaving for Itued’.k 
Amcjica to start a printing plant and inihli.di war new,; to i,,. .si,i,nr„k,,i 
over tlic biaineso-Buniie,se frontier, llmuaha l.-d f";,, ' 

time Indian agent of Germany in America and .•uT.inre.i with Boelun 
of whom more will be saiil, that he .sl.onl.l go („ Siam and ( rain m S 
an attack on Burma. Gupta was .siieeeeded a.s Grrinan aemt in Anierie’ 
by Ghakrabarti under the following letter uC the Berlin Ku'reign ()llice .-I 


Tins (iiiUMAN Kmii,im,sv, VVA.sir. 


“ Ikrlin, Februan/ ith, lUlQ, 


form^itn? ’■r:,"’"' •-> 

laUnr {iwwju lias memilPm, l„„.„ im\n",i'o',n d,',,' "’’'‘''I' 

roprosoutatives of the l«dia.i liuiigHmihaiee ttoiu.aiit;^ lliii^ol:',. ." 

(SgI.I /dMMnuMAS,'* 

110. The German General Stall had .lelinite .s..hemr.H aimeil direetly 
Gsrnian tchtmes against ‘‘■o'*'*'*''**' It I.h with .smdi .sehemes, in .sii 

bn as they (lepeiuied on eo operation vvith the 

till. ctaptoH, e..iu, u,.* 

.e.S 

Sths 

levolutionaiies, centred lu Bangkok mil! Bat ivi l 'I'to. ii , •, i. i. i 
depended cWefly on retumni HikL f • / ‘ v seheine 

ord,. l:i iz 

lU. la August 1015 a. i, 

Tht awman plot In M'oved among revuiutionary Indimw in 

Bangai. Jturop that a rehollion would break out in 

support tbemrovement wth ariier'foi;!”' Whm 

te tl„. beU.f tfa Mwi„g J“'! Cu »ilUW.“"'“'‘'' 

•rriTOd 

cLutta at No. feorw "» 

‘ ' Hi - 



towards the close of 1914 it was reported to the police that the 
partners in a swadesJd cloth-shop named the Srainajibi Saruaba^a/ 
viz., Earn Chandra Mazumdar and Amarendra Chatarji, were scheming 
with Jatiiidra Mukharji, Atal Ghosh and Narendra Bhattacharji to keep 
arms on a large scale. 

Early in 1915 cei'tain of the Bengal revolutionaries met and decided 
to organize and put the whole scheme of raising a rebellion in India with 
the help of Germans upon a proper footing, establishing co-operation 
between revolutionaries in Siam and other places with Bengal and get- 
ting into touch with the Gerniaiis, and that funds should be raised by 
dacoities. 


Thereupon the Garden Eeach and Beliaghata dacoities were com- 
mitted on the 12th January and 22nd February which brought in 
Ks. 40,000. Bholanath Chatarji had already been sent to Bangkok to 
get in touch with conspirators there. Jitendia Nath Lahiri, who arrived 
in Bombay from Europe early in March, brought to the Bengal revolu- 
tionaries offers of German help and invited them to send an agent to 
Batavia to co-operate. A meeting was thereupon held, as a result of 
which Naren Bhattacharji was sent to Batavia to discuss plans with the 
Germans there. He started in April and adopted the pseudonym of 
0. Martin. In the same month another Bengali^ Abani Mukharji, was 
sent by the conspirators to Japan, while the leader, Jatin Mukharji, 
went into hiding at Balasore owing to the police investigations in con- 
nection with the Garden Eeach aiid Beliaghata dacoities. In the same 
month the S.S. Maverick, of which more will be told, started on a voyage 
from San Pedro in California.' 


On his arrival at Batavia Martin” was introduced by the German 
Consul to Theodor Hellfcrich, who stated that a cargo of arms and 
ammunition was on its way to Karachi to assist the Indians in a revolu- 
tidn. “ Martin ’’ then urged that the ship should be diverted to Bengal. 
This was eventually agreed to after reference to the German Consul- 
General in Shanghai, ‘‘ Martin ’’ then returned to make arrangements 
to receive the cargo of the Maverick^ as the ship was called, at Eai Mangal 
.in the Sundarbans.. The cargo was said to consist of 30,000 rifles with 
400 rounds of ammunition each and 2 lakhs of rupees. Meanwhile 
Martin ’’ had telegraphed to Harry & Sons in Calcutta, a bogus firm 
kept by a well-known revolutionary, that business was helpful.” In 
.June Harry & Sons wired to '^‘Martin” fpr money, and then began a 
series of remittances from Helffetioh in Batavia to Hhrry & Sons in 
Calcutta between June and August, which aggregated Ks. 43,000, of 
which the revolutionaries received Ks. 33,000 before the authorities 



discovered what was going on. 

“ Martin ” returned 
spi];ators Jatin Mukharji 
Martin 
to 



fhey decided to divide the arms into three parts, to tie sent respectively 
tb — 

(1) Hatia, for the Eastern Bengal di, strict, s, to Ik; worked l»y the 

members of the Barisal party. 

(2) Calcutta. 

(3) Balasorc. 

They considered that they were mimerically st ron;,'; enough to deal with 
the troops in Bengal, but they feared reinroreeiiteid.s from outside. With 
this idea in view they decided to hold up tin- three main railways into 
Bengal by blowing up the principal hriilges. .latindra, was to deal with 
the Madras railway from' Bahnsore, Bholamdii ('halai-ji wim .sent to 
Chakradhurpur to take eharge of the Bengal Napimr linilway, while 
Satish Chakrabarti was to go to Ajay and blow up tiie hridge on the 
Ea,st Indian Kailway. Nairn Chaniihuri and I’liaiiindra ( 'hakraharti 
were told olf to go to Ilatia, where a force was t o eolleel , lir.st, to obtain 
control of the Eii,.st('rn Bengal di.striet.s, and linn to maich on to (identta. 
The Calcutta party, under Narin Bhattaeharji and Brjiin (languli, 
were, first to take po,sseK,sion of all the arms and ar. nn.d, au-oimd Calcutta, 
then to take Eort William, aiul nfterward.s t't rai'k tin* town of Calcutta. 
The Ceruum oflicers arriving in tlie Mava'irk wme to : tu.y in Ea.sterii 
Bengal and raise and train armies. 

In the meantime, the work of taking deli\'cry of the cargo of the 
Maverick was apparently arranged i»y ,ladu (lopa! .Mukharji wlio is said 
to liave placed himself in eomimmiealion \sifh a zamimkir in the vicinity 
of Kai Mangal, who liad proiiii,sed to provide nn*ii, li;,:hl<n', eti*,, for the 
unloading of the vessel. Tiie i\Ina:rii:k would arrive at nig, Id and would 
bo recognised by a .serie.s of lamps himg hori.’.ontally. If was ho|icd 
that the first distribution of arms would lake pi, ice liv I lie Int of duly 
1915. 

There was no doubt that Botne men, under iii.sl ructions from Aful 
Ghosh, actually went down by bout to the !ieigld»onrlioud of Bai Iduiigul 
to help in the unloading of the Mawick. They seemed to have slayeil 
there about ten days, but by the end of dune the Muirrick hud not 
arrived, nor had any message been received from Bulavlu to <«.vpluitt 
the delay. 

While the conspirators were waiting for the Mttmkk a Bengali 
arrived from Bangkok on the 3rd July with a mesHuge from Almarum, 
a Punjabi conspirator there, t hat the German CtHisul in Hiam was sending 
by boat a consignment of 6,000 rilies ami nnmmnitioii and 1 liikh of 
rupees to Rai Mangal. The conspirators thinking this was in sub- 
stitution of the Maverick’s cargo induced tho Bengali messeng»*r to return 
to Bangkok oid Batavia and tell Helffcrich not. to change the original 
plan and that other consignments of arms might bo landed at liatia 
(SandwJ)) and Balasoro in tho Bay of Bengal or Gokarni on tho west 
coast of India, south of Karwar. In July Government learnt of the 
profsotea lat^kig of arms at Boi Mangal aiid took prooautions. 

m ■■ 



On ilw Aui'iisi if It' jioliin'. <m inlormatidn received, scarcked ttS 
promises of .1 tarry '& .S<nm nml .'Ifoctcd Homo arresta. 

On ihe I‘iii» i f'"‘ eoimpinitors sent from Bombay a 

wirniim iele^r.un (o Il.-lH'.-ricli in Java and on the 15tii of August 
ErciuO'a Blmihu-lmrji (“ Martin ”) and anutlicr started for Batavia 
to discuss luaiii'i’.; wiib lli-lliVnch. 

On the 'It!' of .Scnt.'iuhfr tlu‘ Uni vorsal Emporium at Balasore, a 
l,r.nu.li of Harry -'c Sons, ivaa a.-airlicd, as also a revolutionary retreat at 
Ki.Uimda 110 miles distant, whnv a mai* of Suuderbans was found 
toeetlier with a fiillim' from a Ihman;' iui|aaMdHmU.lieMfmw Event- 
ually a gang ..f live Heagalis was “ ron.Hled up.” and m the hght winch 
ensued .latiii Mukliarji, the, hmiler, ami Clnt-tain'iya Eay Ohaudhuri, 
the murderer of Inspertor Sure.-h Chandra Mukliarji, were killed. 

Uarine this vear imlhing more was heard from “Martin” by the 
cmisniraturs ami event nally two of them went to Uoa tm try and tele- 
gnmii to Batavia. On ihe HTtl. December H)15 the fol owing tcleg™ 
ws sent, to •'Martin” at Batavia from (.oii:— flow doing -no 
lews; very an.vious. B. Chatlerloii” This led to imiuines in Goa 
and Uvd uutv IuuimI uHi* <♦! ulioin pcnveil io be . MioUuuitli 

Uliatnrji. lie eommilted .suieide in the I’ooua Jail on the 27111 January ^ 

112. We. will now shortly narrate the. sUmy 

anotlier ve.ssel, the llennj b., both oi wUien 
.aturteil from America for Eastern waters in 
i-oimeetioa witli the Uermau plot, and describe 
certain other seheiiies entertained by the Uermans. 

The H.H. Mmrriik was an old oil tank Btcamer 
Company, whieh hud been pnrehuml by 

Co., of Wan Kraiieiseo. Hhe sailed about tin -2m o ^ ^ 

l>edro in ('alifornia without cargo. Bhe had a “ 
men ami iivts so-called Fersians, "jf”* _ ,,f |i,o Gorman Con- 

all Indians and had been shipped „« Hardayal 

Bulati! at Han Francisco ami Ham Chandra, , , ouantitioB^of 

on the Uhndr. One of them, llari Hingh a 

Ghadr literature in t runks. The t W in Jam 

Cabo in Lower California and obUmod 

They then sidled for the island I^«o Kms 

to moot a schooner “f Now Y^k named Tauacher 

and tn the XSe £«««». The master of the 

and shipped at San Diego on tne ^ empty oil 

Uavm^ M b»., tottucted to rtow the nta m »e of toe^W 

htok. end flood then, with oil .»d *'.^0 

teak. «Ki in caee of urpmt 222*? ^Stel eome weAs the 

' ' ' m 


Stilps chartortil by 
Cicriii.inyi 



temfcory where Lor cargo was seiisod by the Uiritcd States autiioritk, 
It was claimed by Oouut Bernsdorf, the Germau Ambassador at Wad S' 
ton, as belonging to Germany, but the claim was disallowed bv tf 
American Government. ^ 

Helferich took care of the crew of the Mavarick in Batavb, 
eventually sent them back in her to America, “ Martin ” beiii<» siV 
stituted for Hari Singh. Tliiis “Martin” escaped to America % S' 
his arrival there he was arre.sted by the Americuu Government. ' 

Another vessel which started in pursuance of a German-Infii,,,i * 
was the torj!/ B., a schooner with auxiliary screw, She cleared 
Manila for Shanghai with a cargo of arms and ammunition which were 
Jscovered by the Customs authorities who made the master unlna^ 
them before sailing. Her destination was then changed to PmitiaLk 
Eventually her motor broke down and she put into a port in the Ses' 
blic had on board two German-AmericanB, AVohde and Jioelun TlJ 
general mteiition seems to have been that she should go to Baiifdcok and 
land some of her arms which were to bo concealed in a tunnel at PaS 
on the Siam-Burma frontier while Boehm trained Indians on the from? 
or the invasion of Burma. Boehm was arrested in Sin™ & 

• •? reached from the Celebes.' ^Ho had joined 

the llenry B a.t Manila under instructions received from Heramba Lai 
Gupta in Chicago, and was instructed by the (h>rnuui C ms ? s 

olvers with iihe stocks ; probably therefore they were Mauser pistols. 

MmarZl «ohcmo connected with the 

f failed, the Gorman Consul-General at IShaugliai arran ged to 

and 4gcsto?Stl W ^ f l^^Hding-pIace 

eSd:~ wontualirir Z 

about the ?iTJf^Dccember'^^T?^ Shanghai and arrive 

steamer Ivmn in7S? Balasoro was to bo a German 
third steamed also^a war bouitd^f^*^ ^ ® cargo at sea. A 

, «.rgo'oul‘’anr.„''d“Sd Bkh“„at 

n»tcri‘s,tra 11” isi” * 





At tlu'. iiiiH' ili<‘ ! ►( wlio bad accoiTiparncd “ Martin” to 

Batavia was !’(*Tit i o Slmniidini t(» roafor willi ilia German Consnl- 
Gciicral ilu're and lo r<'hum in t lie ship destined for Hatia. Ilcnaaiched 
Sluingliai with dinietdty ami was arr{\sied tliere, 

Meainvhib^ ilie Galeutta (ainspiratorSj after .Tatin Mukliarji's death, 
had gone itd,o asylum at- ( 'luuuUumagirre. JIpot\ the. arrest of ih(‘- Ibrngali 
inesst*nger in Shanidiai the lae.t. ::rlnm)e of the Germa-ns for landing arms 
in the Bay of Bmigal ap]M‘ar;- to have been ahandoruMi 


Wehd<\ Ihiehin and Hm’andta Lai Gupta were trietl and ecmvictotl 
in a Hiaie trial at Ghieago for tjieir share' in the (iernian-lndian plots. 
The Han h'raiHiseo triid wliieli Ix^gari in Novernlx'r 11)17 resulted in 
fnrt.lier etmvietionH in eonneetiiiii with tliese plots, imt the details Inive 
not y<‘t la'aidied India. 

ILL In Oetofier 11)15 tlie Himngluii Municipal roliee arrested two 
Ghinanum in possession of 1 29 automatic 
just ols ami rounds of ammunition which 

they had bemi instruetetl !)y a Gr*rnuin named Nielsen to take to Calcutta 
conceahsi in the centre td bumlies of planks. The addfivss to which 
they were to Ih^ delivered wars Amarendra Chatarji, Sramajibi 
Sainaluiya, Ciileuttfi, Amaremira was on<^ of the conspirators wdio 
abs(^onde<l to ChambTungore, 


Shanghai arriits. 


The address of Nielsen, namely, T2, Yangtsepoo IJoad, which wars 
proved in the trial of tliese* (ddnainen, appears in a note-book found on 
the persim of Abani, tlu' emissary to Jn|mn inentiomal in jmragrajdi 5, 
when he was arrenled ni Hingapore iiu his homeward voyage. I'lierc is 
reason t 4 > ladit've I hat. lids or a similar plot was hatclied in consultation 
with K.as!t llelmri liasti, who was then living in Nietseids limise, for 
pistols whieli Hash Hehari wished to send to India were obtained by a 
Chinaman from the Mai Tnh tlispensary, 108, Chao Tung Hoad, which 
was one of Nielseirs adtln'SHcs reiautled in the md:e-bcH>k. Another 
revolutionary who lived in lint same house was Abinasli Hay. He had 
lieen coiu*erm*d in Hhanglmi in German schemes for sending arms to 
liulia and asked Ahaiii ti» give a message to Matl Lai Kay at Cliandcr- 
nagore saying i»very filing was all right and they must devise some means 
by wliifli Kay cotibl be got safely into India, Abani’s note-book con- 
tained the midrc'SHes of Mali Lai Hay and several other known revolu- 
tioniiricH of (ihaiiderniigore, Chilcutta, Dacca and Oomilla.^ ^ Among other 
addrosaes was that of Arnar Bingh, engmeer, Fakoh, Siam, the place 
in which it had been arriinged that some of the arms on the J/enr?/ S. 
should Im ctmcealeci* Ainmr Singh was sentenced to death at Mandalay 
and hanged. ^ ■ , 

114. Our examination of the Ocrinan arms schemes stiggests that the 
revoliitionarieB conr^emed were far too sanguine 
, ***• and that the Germans with whom, they got in 

touch were veiy ignorant of the movement of 
which they attempted to take advantege.; 



CHAPTER Vra. 

Revolutionary Crime in Bihar and Orissa. 


115. Bengal is separated from the centre of Northern India by the 

The Province Of Bihar and of Bihar and Orissa. Formerly both 

Orissa. provinces were united under a Lieutenant- 

Governor; but after the partition of 1905 
^ Bihar and Orissa were incorporated -with a new province of Western 
Bengal, and finally they were constituted a separate charge hv the TCino’n 
Proclamation of December the 12th, 1911. '' 

The early history of the revolutionary movement in Bengal from the 
years 1906 to 1911 includes the narrative of events in Bihar and Orissa 
but m fact ^concerned that province little. There are considerable 
mfierences Of race and language between the inhabitants thereof and 
those of Bengal, although many Bengali settlers and Hindus of Benaali 
descent reside in Bihar and Orissa. Intellectually keener, as a rule 
than the true natives of the province, these have become prominent in 

Government services, in offices of all kinds and at the Bar. 

116. The first revolutionary crimes committed in Bihar were the 

Early manifestations o» M’^^affarpur murders. These, as we have shown 
the revolutionary move- ^iiapter Iv, paragraph 37, were committed 
^7 1'yp youths deputed by the Calcutta Anusilan 
+ M « .^^®7 resulted from the transfer from 

Calcutta to Muzafiarpur of a Magistrate obnoxious to the revolutionaries. 
The snbsequeffi trial of the Alipore conspiracy case disclosed a connec- 

Bihar, and 

some of the conspirators. Deoghar is a health resort and a place of 
pilgrimage Eajnarayan Basu, who had settled there, was the grand- 

Barindra himself had been 
calM^Tip P eoghar. He had belonged to a Deoghar society 

anr forward the hovcott 

and setafo/t agitation. _ A printer of the Juganfar was a Bengali 'from 

ont farmteTr tie revolutionary party have visited or worked 

it arnpnrpd th + tBe trial of Jhe Alipore conspirators, 

^ 5 at Deoghar, known as Sil’s Lodge, had been 

Soml bomrmatPTVf® and training of associates. 

inTbpS^K f E^ibit No. 777 

wWb W ^ ^ newspaper Bande Malarm, 

•and M 



attention wore ala'i niurdors oonimitiu'd hy revolutionaries from outside 
the province. 'I’ln' eircuiusi of tliese murders were remarkable, 

and show clearly (lie baneful iufliienee esere.ised by the Reaigal propa- 
ganda of rnbberv luiil Inuiiieide on youthful minds, outside Rengal. 
They also show hoW, despite pnifessious of religion and patriotism, those 
iiitten with this piopa'snula could not. only iguore ail humau pity but 
select as a vii’tim an unolTeiuIiug person belonging to a calling held in 
special n‘ViTeiiee by Hindus. 


117 . Mof i (‘liand am 

Th« NImaz tnurdari. 


Manih ('baud, two lliudu youths, belonging to 
I he .lain .sia-.t wliieii is peeadiarly ave.rs(^ to taking 
lif<> of any kind, wore, natives of Sholapur, a 


(li.striet in t he Hotnba\' I'resiileiicy. 'rin-y had at first; studii'd at home 
and in Poona, but afterwards, with two other Maratha Jains, joined the 
8clio(d of a Jain naineil Arjnn Lai Sethi in the State of Jaipur. Accord- 
iiigto Manik Cliun.l thev luid lead previously and brought with them to 
Jaipur such book.s a.s the Ijiji' (if J/dumi, I hi' fitnl Ciiffit ijCdfi of \iiliih, 
cuttings from aneh newspapers n.s t he Kill, the Bhola and t.lie Kemri : 
and at the school which they had joined in order to study religion, and 
with it “iieeniv a general’ l•dueatiolt,'‘''‘ they and their c.onpianions 
received visits and leetnres from one llishan |)atta, a llralnuin and a 
preacher aged about It), a, native of tim Mirzapur district in the United 
I’roviui'cs and a i'e.Hid<'iit of ilenares. 


Arjnn Lai's HchiMtl wa.H mainly religions, but Hishan Daita’s lectures 
W(>re political. " lb-sides the e.veellent .sentiment that man should servo 
Ilia eonnlry he ineideated lirsi the duty of attaining mmrnj (self-govern- 
irienl). a boon wbieli he did not define, though inter (dm he wanted a 
parliament with ilitirln repre.wntative.s, and secondly, the view that the 
I'ommiltiiig of d.u'oity was the road to nwnmj."^ To al.taiu nwnraj 
(lai-oities should he taii'-lit. 'I'tiey should be eoinmit.ted in older to 
obtain funds wlierewitb to proeiiri- revolvers and pistols whereby to 
facilitate robbery by \i..lenee. Bislian Daita would gam followers and 
organize ikieoity on a grand scale, lie pointed out to tiie students 
various I’.vamples of political woes ntuler which the country suffered. 
He Kt«)ke on this topic to the students individually or in twos and thrws, 
hut never to more than livi- at a time, lie also prai.scd inen Imo 
Kauai Lai Datta" (the murderer of the informer Naremlra (iosain) On 
his third visit, to .Arjnn Lai's st-hool he. said to Moti Uliaiid, Mamk Lhand 
and Jai ( liiaiid (aiml her stuilent), “ Up to this it has been only theory. It 
is now time to do something practical,” and added, Aroyou ready t _ 
Ilis undieiice well understood him to bo asking them to promote maraj 
by c.ominitt.ing a daeoity and conaontod to Ida pwjxiaal. no proceeded 
to explain fJiat there was an opportunity for daeoity, and olxorw, it they 
were ready, t.o take them to the place suited for the purpose. The name 


* Boo the Jiidament of the Bosnion# Judge of Shehabad Jn the case Ktng-Bmperor 

»«•««* Moti ClmaiF and liWian Uttttii. , , „ , * , . < th<. 

t We are nuoting fwia tho j.ulgmont of the Wena Judge of Shahabad in Ibe ow 
of King-Emiioror wraut Moti Cband and Bmhan Datta. 
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of this place he did not then disclose. Tlioy agreed. ITruh'r the guidance of 
Bishan Datta they left the boardinj!'-lHni.s(^ i.wu or ilir(‘c due s later, were 
joined by a certain Joravar Singli, whom tlo'y did not; know previously, 
and during an intermediate sliort stay a.t fii.r-dist:uil Beiiai'es, Icariit 
from Bishan Datta that the victim was l.ohi'a llimlu iMoliaait. or Abbot 
who resided in and looked after a small temple in N'imez, in i’.ihar, and 
was believed to be wealthy. After a pr(dimin;u’y reeomioitre by two of 
the as.sociates, M'oti Chaml, Manik (hand, .Tai ( *10111(1 and .fora,var Siiudi 
started on the expedition, .<-ni)plied by Bishan Dat.la. wit h fiiiuhs for the 
journey and with heavy .staffs in ease of resisfanee. 'I’hey carried out 
their enterprise, murdered the Moliant in the mo.st t reaeiierons and 
brutal manner, as well as an unfortunate boy who ha|>|H‘ned to he aetituf 
as liis servant, but could not find the key of his .safe whieh containeil 
cash and property worth about Bs. 17,1)00. Coiisetpient ly t iny returned 
to Bishan Datta with nothing hut a time-|)ie(‘(> and a drinking ])ot. He 
informed them that they had Iieen fools and Inul taken a man’s life 
needlessly. 

This abominable crime was perpetrated on f lu' 20( li of March li)I3 ; 
and it was not till a year later thaf. any clue was ol>f.ained f,i» iis autlior- 
ship. Then Arjun Lai Sethi, who had left. .I:upur ami proceeded to 
Indore to start another school there, fell niidm- the su.spicioa of flie police 
who were enquiring into the Delhi eouspiracy ease. !((> had hrouglit 
with him from Jaipur a certain Sheo Narayan* among wliose helongiugs 
objectionable papers were found. On examiiiafion Sheo NaravairtoTd 
the police that, when he was residing at the Ixiardin-' house of Arjun 
Lai’s school at Jaipur, there arrived aliout Jamuuy l'.ir:t a \'isi(or naun'il 
Bishan Datta. Sul)se(juently three students of the iuslitution iiameil 
Moti Chaiid, Manik (hand, and Jai Ohand left the hoarding house t.o- 
gethe.r, o-stonsihly on pilgrimage, and on t heir ret urn .some 2.o 'da\’s luti'r. 
related, in the pre.se.nce of himself, Arjnii Lai, ami some of the ol.lier 
young men, how they had killed a mifiH (ilimlu aseetie), hid. had been 
unable to get any of his money, whieli it \vu.s their (dijeel. to secure. 
This disclosure started a prolonged investigation, ^^ofi ('hand was 
convicted and hanged, Bi.siu)in Datta was trausporbsl for f.en years, as 
It was held that ho had not instigated the murder huf. only tlie’daeoity. 
The Sessions Judge found that Arjun Isil “ nmst have iieeu aware of t!u“ 
obje(3t with wliinh three of his free hoarder students took t heir departure 
on pilgrimage.” 

118. We find that in 1913 Sachindrn Hanyal, sulisequentlv promimmt 

Other Ineidente. Benares consinracy cam', started a 

. , , . branch of his Benares Hamiti i^jb Hankipur, the 

capital of Bihar, with a view apparently to obriiin recruit.s from tlie 
wllogc there. One of the sucocssivo organizers of this branch was 
Bankim Chandra Mitra, a Bengali student at the Bihar Nat.iona! College 
subsequently convicted in the Benares conspiracy cime. Whih* sl.ill at 
the college he instilled “ love of the country ” into (In* mind of Baghuhir 




0ingh a Biliari student. The manner in which this was done was thus 
^escribed in Court by a fellow-student : Bankim Chandra entered the 
^ibar National College. He formed a society where he used to give 
[jistruction in the works of Vivekananda. I was the master. In oath 

taken on entering the society, by the name of C4od and priests, not 
divulge the secrets of the society, to any outsider. We were told that 
^re should strive against the British Government, that they should be 
Jriveii out of the country. We must make preparations so as to be in a 
position to turn them out.’’ Shortly after receiving this instruction, 
^aghubir Singh assisted in the distribution of Liberty leaflets, and sub- 
-aquently migrating to Allahabad, obtained the post of clerk in the depot 
office of the 113th Infantry. While holding that position he was con- 
ricted of distributing more Liberty pamphlets containing exhortations to 
.abellion and murder, and was sentenced to twp years’ imprisonment. 
Che next signs of revoliitionaiy activity in Bihar were the arrivals at 
3hagalpur of first one and then another member of the Dacca Anusilan 
Jamiti for the purpose of corrupting the students of that place. The 
p.ost important of these emissaries was Rebati Nag, since murdered by 
Lis fellow-conspirators. The method of argument adopted by this man 
vill best be appreciated by quotations from the statements of students 
tx the subject : — 

(a) Trom a statement made by a student of the Tej Narayan 
lubilee College, Bhagalpur, on the 29th of March 1917 


Rebati frequently talked about the Motherland and told us that we 
meaning Bihaxis) are doing nothing for the sake of the Motherland and 
25:borted me to emulate the students of Bengal. He frequently told me 
liat there is no strong public opinion in Bihar and there are no political 
waders. He always told me that we should always be ready to lay 
Lown our lives fox the sake of the* Mother-Country. He told me that 
lie Bengalis committed daooities not for personal gain but for the welfare 
■f the country. He always advised me to read the accounts of dacoities, 
political arfests, outrages and house-searches and to think over the 
aatter. In short, lie told me tliat we Eiharis should do the same work 
-s is done by the anarchists in Bengal. He pointed out to me that it 
not possible for Bengalis to work in Bihar. They (Bengalis) can only 
d-U-cate and instruct the Bihaxis. Rebati talked about the above 
U-bjects when we were alone. He expressly instructed me not to 
‘xoach upon the above matters in presence of anybody.” 


; (b) We may next quote an extract from a statement made on the 

Otii of December 1917 by a pupil of the Barari High English School, 
►liagalpur 

^/ Rebati impressed upon me that the British had ruined us by ob- 
fcxncting the growth of nationalism in. Indi^ and checking the progress 
f education and other good causes"wMA.go 'to build up our nationality, 
tebati further said that the thousand times 


— further said that the 

'etter appointmenis .than 

stealth of our Motherland., ..The British, 




thousand times 
all fc£e 
to keep us 
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as a servile nation all tliiougliOTit our Eves- He quoted several instances 
of Bengal and said Eow beautifully tie members of the revolutionary 
party were working there and that it was our duty here to raise ourselves 
in the same level with them and a time would come when we 33 erores 
of Indians by proper unity would free our Motherland and make her free 
from the British nation. He went on to show that out of 33' orores only 
three erores were getting bread and the rest were starving in India. 

“ Eebati further told me that a Gfovernment like the one held by the 
late Earn Chandra, Dasarathi and Janak of the golden age (Ramywn 
period) with ministers like the saint Biswamitra, should be established in 
India by the Indians by expelling the British. In short, he said that we 
ought to have a naodel Government like the one in the golden age, when 
there was no famine or sin among the governing body and the people. 
He quoted several passages from the Ramayan to impress me further.” 

Eebati Nag obtained some recruits and established a retreat for ab- 
sconders, but was subsequently induced to flee by the arrival of an officer 
from Bengal to arrest him. Propagandism, however, went on after his 
departure, and recruits were obtained in several districts. Through' the 
activities of the police, however, and the use of the Defence Act no 
outrages have occurred in Bihar since the Nimez murders. 

The Cuttack district of Orissa was the scene of a brutal daooity 
planned and carried .out from Calcutta by some revolutionaries on the 
20th of September 1914, with the assistance of an Uriya student ; and 
the Balasore district is famous for the fight between the police and the 
party of Jatindra Nath Mukharji mentioned in our paragraphs 70 and 
111. The latter had established a farpi or refuge near the Orissa coast 
and contemplated gun-running. 


. 119. We find that the province of Bihar and Orissa has been slightly 

affected by the revolutionary movement, al- 
"^'and Orissa."^ ' it has been the scene of tw;o of its worst 

crimes. This province however, has been used, 
and will in all probability continue to be used, both as a seed-bed for 
propaganda and as a harbour for absconders. Hitherto the character 
of the general population and the vigilance of the authorities, assisted by 
the operation of the Defence of India Act, have been able to prevent 
graver mischief, 



CHAPTER IX. 

Revolutionary Eft’orls in tlie United Provinces. 


l‘M) Till' riiili'i! rnAiiirc;^ <»f A(*nt uml Oiulh iird sopiU'iit^i'd irom 
t;.-n.;al !.y P.iliur and ( Irissa., and an- ^f'cnaraplii- 
ThB United Province Nlor# , ,iijv t in- linart uf Uppi'i' India. They con- 
the Benares conipirao and Allaludaid, 

i,. II..- ..I »ll Ab.-i. «,»io 

tlu, (vni IV of I'anl'i'-''- 

of a ^il•:h'nt kiro'diini. Tin > w.av (Itn niuiii liaU-ln-liold nl -lani. ^ 
drionnin.-d and pm i.-itonl impul.so t.nvarda a 
movomon! in llo v n.nv pn o .-tu! I’n.vinnoo louno tnan Ilia oHte^ 
of l.lio Sinnvia^i ( -r!l .on.-inno'nO nnw:^l>aiMT 

l„*r liidT. l.v a r.-rlain .slninii Narain. a- nativo nf tlm Unit-od l uvniaa, 

'vi-‘ '•‘-1 TiliShi 

, , ,,,1,.. .,r Lajpui Uai and 

dopurloiv.* Tho 1 Ill ill. lupor was 1-''^' ' 

tin'll. a.nd "|■.^dnal!v tnirm ilii-d in vindonof. '.’'l ‘ ’ i . ' ' 

onndon,n,.d 1. a 1 lonn .d nn,.ri.s..nnH-ni Inr 

iti niv nnd.T .i.d.t in.vs ivo oditnra. tlirm nf whom vmn nn.Hi iti- 1 

ltd vn.! n. .li ... hm- of i.npriaonnn.ni for 

tion-' ."nA. n of ilo .■ oditorH famn from tin* Tnnjab. Ih.- papi \ » 

<• ": n,,p„. . . d Whon .Im now Indian Ih-oaa Aoi, . f IhlO earn- n> <> “ - 

Of il •• olh-ndno. art. oh. nno nar, a panogyno on ^ 

Mitr.arfarpur m.udmor, oi In-iv Urn’ ja'iw'vemnce 

Ih.vonll., i M.iid andopitio MO. \ oiw tteummin ‘ no 

with whi. h tho papor wapod war on the <,{ ymiilar 

vi-ii.io , no.l in tho Ihioinooa. The ‘ ^ 

iondon. i. . i.nld. 1 in VMK aW at. Allahal.ad, and ouppic.!, 

in I'liu, wa- oon.dly im t'looltvo. , , ,,, i ■ . 

. ii- “ ontw^L u- 

.li.-.li.iHi.M..-.l liima-ll l.y in tho Knr Eaot and 

o:,!,“w'i;' it'ThVdimnSnKti ."d'had ondoavourrf to 
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preach sedition to the ymiili of Mig.'irli, an iinjior(an) ctliu al iona 1 centre 
biithad attained no HiicceaH. Jlis Irial ndranf.d lu. hical iiitcrcHt. ’ 

121. We. now come to t.]H> story of llm |;,.iiarcs concinracv case 

The Benares conspiracy cs many 

case- schdOiH Mild iwo inijuu’lMid. ( olltMn ■ ^ la.r<»'o 

pn)porti(ni <)f it^m■ian(lit,y;,H,jnl!al'iial'L■■ i;,.,n'ra,li. 

and Bengalis frequently _ resort Iheian a;: do liimlii pP^rin,:' from all 
parts of India. It was incvilahh- llial sooner or tiler Ito i oiaomms 
influences potent elseAvhere .should penelratr in .lotim niea: iirc lo llrmire,s 

In the year l!)t)K .a yoiiiif; llimjfali maini'd .'^aoldmlia \aili Sanv'il 

then Btudyingin the highe.st class of the l:<'n.;alilola lli.di tii,,,! 

witli other youth, s, started a clui. called il,o Anii. ilali .Sandti.” The 
title \va,s borrowed from flic Iheii lloiirishing Ito ra Ammilaii .'^■iiidli 
•But wben that association became llm objeet ol .rimioal ororeedimrs' 
the Benares Bamiti as,smnc(l llie lilt* of " \'oiinq .M, A,> :oidati<inT 
It is remarkable tinit to this bodv Indonoed all Imf one td' Ibc residents 
of 15e.nare,s .snb, sequel. tly aceused in Ihe ,sm. ,,irar\ , e, ami I he one 
■ niember ol a kiiidn-d opiaiii; aiion, ||i,. " .'-i| ndenl.s’ 

Union Leagne. ’ Theo.sten.sil,ie ol.jeel. of ihe ored.ml .amiti nas (lie 
moral, iiite leetual and pby.sioal im|irovem.ad of ii:-: mendioi, b,i|, in (h,. 
wwls of tim (’ommi.s.sioners who iried the llem.r.. < on.- pi.a. v eaae 
_ .Ihere is no douht tliat b'aehindra aimed al imd iie. ii,e sotaVle ail 
instrument for the spread of ..aalilion. As U, h NaiaTao Alnklairii. a 
former men.1, or, _ has laid ns. the nomibe.-s imed (o es,,re;-.s (hem.-elvea 
against the action <,f the (lovernineni, AMording lo 
Bibhnti the society eontaaiied an inner cireie eon t,. lino ,,r lliose who 
were fully initiated into ils real objeel.s, and Ihe lea< hinp of sedition 
was mamly elleeted.tliroiigh a siwalled mor.il climsal uhi'i h Muiitmiil 

"■ i"' *'''"-"!-’" •■VI M lor a, a: am' lion 

piimplvin-a usual neeompaniment of fh.. cer.nionv which has in itself 
no sinister sigruheiuKawwas made to symholi,. e iho’u liile rare for wlm,se 
eirpnlsmn a speemi prayer wu,s olTered." Tlmie in evidence lhal. before 
the formation of Ihis Ammilan Biiiniti, Benaren had Imeii \i iled bv 

••lovement ; and it i ma.,'- 

laLlil ''''re iheii mPre bovs, nml 

mainly Bengali, s. were msligated l.y one or other of the,.e per ons. 

dissIwio?‘^’r’'f-lT\‘" *'’‘‘'** 

aetSXs nn, '•<^''"*'•■'1 from it.s potiiieal 

Sint X from ilshostility to (Jovernment. The, it lo.st ils mo,d, 

himwlf. Tlmse were bitten !.v a 
desire to turn theory into praetiee, talk into action '1‘hev foimed « 

SaSrf v ‘lie Knbse,,«eni trial. 

Bachmdra visited Calcutta from time in time, was introduced to Susanka 



<ihii>< A HI 1 1 ( it 1 1 «i ./4 a j oj ivjijjt I3uza.r c'olcbrity,* and obtained 
l)(,)Ui and liombs. In tJia autumn of IDi:) hLs awHociates distribli- 
trd a number <d‘ n(‘dili<ms l(ntll(d..s anmug IJenares sc‘li()ols arid colleges, 
a.ii(l (lis;;(miina.(e(l <»(lit‘r lealleis by post. AccHirding to Bibliuti, tire 
a,{){>rovM‘rJln‘v ai'U) us(m 1 to maJ<c excursions into the country and give 
lectunss to \ illager.a I ln‘ sulijtHvt <rl: ihe haiture/’ said this wituess, 
‘‘ would lie, (urning <nit. the Ihimiaams or to improve our condition. 
Weo|Hudy pieaehed i he. turning out ol tliC! Europeans and imjrroviiig our 
condition in (hat way.^' Eaady in WlA the notorious Bask, Behari 
Basn, of (ln‘ Delld and iiahore, eonspintey cases, arrived in Bejiares 
and iirarlieidlN' took eliargir of (lie movement. Altliough, a reward 
had Imm'ii ollertMl for his ar»\st, a.ml his |)h()tograph had lieen widely circu- 
lated, lie sueeci'deil in riniiliiig jii l>enar(‘s throughout the grt'atcr part 
ol: the year lltl 1, aj»pareiitly without tlui knowledge cd! the police. 
Jieuares ts a tM>smopolitan ei(y, and tJu‘ various conimimities tend to 
lead M(‘pa,ra.ii‘ liva^s in ftie densivly crowdet! .stre<‘ts of jiartieular (juarters. 
liengalifola, tin* Ihngali special quarter, is largcdy self-wintaine Thus 
it is vnry dillitnlr tor upavtundry p<rliee, who do jiot sjieak Bengali, to 
lv(‘ep ill hnidi with doings and arrivals in that neighbourhood. Rash 
Behari lived near Uengalitola and gimerally took outdoor exercise at 
iiigid* Ht* w.'I h vi;dlrd by varioms members of tlie Haehuidra gang, 
and (Ui ono oora, im g.is o a detmuist rat ion of the use of bombs a:iul revol- 
V(M'S. \\1iilt‘ he wa . oxnniining two liomb caps on the night of Novem- 
her the lM(h, \'J\ I, the)' (‘Xploiled anti iujure<l both him and Sachiudra. 
After thal,. hi‘ ; hihi‘d Ids residonce to a house in Ikuigalitola. There 
he was vidfod |,»y a \'oung Aliiratlia nametl Vishnu Ciancsli Pingley, 
who Imlongi'd tfie l*oona district of Bombay. Pingley liad been in 
Amirii'a and fmd relurinsl to India in, Noyember lOld, in the company 
ot sttnn* Silvlm of flie d7aa/r fia^rty.f “ J/le said tliat four tlu:)ilsaiid men 
had mnm bom Annu iea for tlie puijHise t>f that there were 

twenty tlmu and nmn* tlnue, who W’oultl eottie w7ieii the rebellion broke 
outs lb‘ said that tlmra were fifteen thousaiul men at Calcutta who 
would rniie- whrn rrlKdimi brokt* out. Hash Beiiari had despatched 
^^arlnmlra to tin* Punj;d» in sre what could be done there. Hachindra 
pmiormed Id-^ mi , iou infonmal ciMlsiin of the (Jhadr revolutionaries 
tluus' who dr.arrd iirU nnu ion in making bombs that this instruction was 
easily avaiialde, and promised JItutgali assisbiuce. 

la^ fianuary Ibid, Saeldndra retiirm.^ to ..Benares with Pingley 
and afti'r thi.rir arrivah Rjisii, lieliari, who had again shifted his rosideuca 
hehi ill I heir pnxamee an imporUint inaeling of the gang. He announced 
that, a general rchelli<m was impending, and iiiformed Ids audience that 
tiuw must In* prepared to ilic*. fm' their eountiy. A schoolmaster named 
Damodar Hiirup was t4i be leader at Allahabad.. Rash 'Behari himself 
was going to Lahore with Sachiudra and Pingley. Twd^ men were assigned 


♦ KvklwwiMif Ajipww Bibhuli. Sn® fcoopara^pk 6L ■ Amril>a'',Hassra waa^con- 

in thii IliijA IlMar CM-a 
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to bring bombs and arms from Bengal, and two others, one a Maratlia 
named Vinayak Eao Kapile,"^ to convey bombs to the Punjab. Another 
couple, Bibhiiti and Priya Nath, were to seduce the troops at Benares, 
while a Bengali named Nalini was to do the same at Jabalpur in the 
Central Provmces. Arrangements were made for executing these plans ; 
Bash Behari and Sachmdra departed for Lahore and Delhi, but Sachin- 
dra returned dhectly to take command at Btoares. On February the Lltli 
Mani Lai, afterwards an approver, and Vinayak Eao ■ Kapile, both 
natives of Western India, left Benares for Lahore with a parcel contain- 
ing material for eighteen bombs. In order to protect the parcel from' 
accidental contact, as the train was crowded, they travelled intermediate 
from Lucknow and paid excess fares, both at Lucknow and Moradabad. 
They had originally taken third class fares. On arrival at Lahore, Mani 
Lai was informed by Rash Behari that the date for simultaneous armed 
rebellion would be on the 21st of the month. Intimation of this date was 
conveyed to Benares ; but afterwards it was changed because the Lahore 
plotters had reason to suspect that one of their number had informed 
the police. The conspirators, however, left behind at Beirares under 
Sachindra never learnt of the change, and waited on the parade ground 
on the evening of the 21st expecting arising. In the rueautime, events 
at Lahore had exploded the conspiracy, and many arrestfS had been 
made. Eash Behari and Pingley returned to Benares, but only for some 
days, and the latter took bombs with him to Meerut, where he was arrest- 
ed on the 2ord of March in the lines of the 12t]i Indian Cavalry with a 
box in his possession containing ten bombs, sufficient to annihilate half 
a regiment : ’ he was afterwards convicted of participation in the Lahore 
conspiracy and sentenced to death. The bombs which were found in his 
possession had according to the approver Bibhuti, been brought to 
Benares from Calcutta and left in store there. When discovered with 
Pingley they were iii a tin trunk. Five had their caps on, and there 
were two separate caps with guncotton inside. 

Basil Behari left the country after a final interview with a few of 

Benares disciples at Calcutta, in the course of which he informed 
them that he was going to “ some hills ” and would not be back for two 
Stf *0 continue organization and distribu- 

T absence under the leadership of 

Saebrndra and Nagendra Nath Datta alias Girija Babu, of Eastern 

Anusilan Samiti whose name 
at Mukharji, a Bengali arrested 

^ rhS °Tt Bengal-German gun-running plot.f 

Sachmdra, Girija Babu, and other members of the gang werc^ubse 

if • approvers ; ten were sentenced to long 

te ^ Nath Sanyal was transported 

given at the trial, established charges of vax’ious 

' ' ♦ Lately murdered at 



attejnpts to tamper with troops and distribution oi seditious leaflets, 
as well as tlie incidents above narrated. 

During the police investigation Bihhuti, Suresh 

that he and his accomplices had stopped at the house 
Bahu in Chandernagore. This house was promptly . ’revolver 

armoury of weapons was discovered, a *450 six-c ani , , ^ 

a tin of cartridges for the same, a breect-loading ri e, a o « 

•600 Express rifle, a double-barrelled gun, and 

of cartridges, and a packet of gunpowder,^ several 

Liberty leaflets. The’ house had not prewusly come under suspi . 

In the possession of Sachindra Nath Sanyal were +*t°F.(rpTv moment 

Jugantar and photographs of pohtical murderers. _ ^ 7 ^ 

othis arrest he was Veparing seditious leaflets for the post , and m 
house of the accused BLikim Chandra of Patna was discovered a i^/c 
of Mazzini annotated by Sachindra andbearmg his ^^ofn 

34 there were underlined sentences, with a pencil note 
‘Education through writings.’” The '“d®rhned sentences wort . 
“ Its writings, smuggled into every corner of the an , _ time. ” 

young thinker to a passionate resolve that bore -r Eufiini 

Another underlined sentence was with but 

td his fellow-conspirators at Genoa, “five 

limited means, and we are called on to do nothing less than overthrow 
an established government.” 

Of the Benares convict^ only one belonged by race 
Provinces. Most were Bengalis and vrere_ Hind s. ^ » 

whole circumstances of the case, it may he that the ashOCi^es,^ic^ 

ceivina their original inspiration from ^Bengal, gradually fi' . 

Se. the diLtict of Ea* “S" n 

aut link in the chain of a Hg revolutionaiy plot ^ 

ace of causing widespread bloodshed at a hig y 

122 Shortly after the failure of the great GLadr plot, ^^c^^duig 

Bewares conspircy, Hariiam Singh, a Jat 
The case of Harnam Singh, gjyii from the Punjab, once a havildar m tlie 
9th Bhopal Infantry and* subsequently ‘^chaudhri 
bazar, was arrested at Fyzabad in 
the plans of the conspirators. It was|.roved 

by revolutionary pamphlets received from a stud_ ^ Bebari • that he 

Pmiiab named Suoha Singh, an ^ 

had afterwards visited the Punjab, and baf distributed leaflets that 
he had taken over a revolutionary flag and ^ 't rfi 
(an appeal to tite p^ples gThoor wStStd i^^J ZnS. 

the Europeans m the country). T^s hook ^gs ,^^^i,ted-and 

His operations, however, were metteotive. me 
sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, , . •: 


• Judgment,- BenatM oonspiiaoy case. 
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123. In November 1916 two Bengali youths were coiivicted by tbe 

. • „ . „ * District Magistrate of Benares of posting up 

ugan ar ea e s- Jugantaf leaflets of the usual type in the city. 

One Narayan Chandra De, was aged only twenty- foiiij but had already 
been active in corrupting youth, and had thrown a bomb at a train in 
Bengal. He had been a master at a Benares school called the Oriental 
Seminary, and a teacher by profession. The other was a youth of nine- 
teen, who was already serving a term of imprisonment, having been 
convicted of coming for political purposes. In this nefarious pastime 
he had been working under a certain Surnatli Bhaduri, a Benares Bengali 
of notorious antecedents. 

124. These incidents show clearly that so far the revolutionary 

nfhaf movemeiit has not taken hold of any sectioji 

of the people of the United Provi,uc‘(\s, l)ut 
that the position and circiuiistances of Benares will always render that 
city a point of peculiar peril. They prove that when contagion j)er- 
meated, it spread gradually and secretly, through poisonous literaiiire 
and teaching among uncritical and impressionable youths ; that within 
these narrow limits it worked unchecked for years, and fmally developed 
a conspiracy which almost achieved a horrible tragedy. Since judg- 
ment was passed on the Benares convicts, Juganlar leaflets have, been 
posted up in public places of that city, and Bengal suspects have been 
arrested there. On three occasions students admitted to colleges in the 
United Provinces have been found either to have met, or to be in, (viplier 
correspondence with, Bengal revolutionarigp ; and on the niglit of .F(‘b- 
ruary the 9th, 1918, Vinayak Eao Kapile, absconder in it,ie Beiutre»s 
conspiracy case, was shot dead in Lucknow, it is believed, l)y some of 
his fellow-revolutionaftes. He was certainly killed by a Maus(3r pistol 
bullet. During the subsequent police investigation a Bcjigali suspect 
was arrested in a house in which were discovered two '450 revolvers 
.and 219 rounds of Manser pistol amrnxmition belonging apparently to 
the stolen Eodda consignment. Formulae were also found for prepara- 
tion of the tobacco tin bomb, together with picric acid and gun-cotton. 
After these discoveries leaflets of the usual type were posted in various 
towns of the provinces, apparently in order to frighten the authorities. 
These postings were probably the work of post-box youths. 



CHAPTER X. 


The dounectioB between the Central Provinces and <he 
. Revolutionary Movement. 


125. Two resolutions passed at the Calcutta sessions of the Indian 

Nagpur in 1907 - 08 . National Congress in December 1906 composed 
for a short .space the differences between 
Moderates and Extremists. The first o.f these was “ having regard 
to the fact that the ‘people of this country have little or no voice in 
its administration and tliat their representations to the Government 
do not receive due consideration, this Congress is of opinion that the 
boycott movement inaugurated in Bengal by way of protest against 
the partition of that province was and is legitimate.” The second ran 
as follows, that this Congress is of opinion that the system of govern- 
ment ohtaini.ng in the self-governing British colonies should be extended 
to India ; and as steps leading to it, inges that the following reforms 
should be immediately carried out.” The proposed reforms were 
detailed, and at the close of the Congress proceedings, it was announced 
that the Congress of 1907 would be held at Nagpur, the capital of 
the Central Provinces, once the seat of a Maratha kingdom. . 

Throughout 1907, however, there was continual friction between 
the Moderates aard Extremists of Nagpur. The tone of the local Extre- 
mist press becapie more and more hostile to Government and its 
influence on schoolboys and students grew more pronounced. A new 
journal, the Hindi Kesari appeared on the 1st of May with the object 
of spreading among Hindi-speaking people, as well as among Marathas, 
the* views expressed by Tilak’s Marathi published at Pooha. 

In the first nine months of circulation, the issues of the Hindi Kesari 
reached, a weekly figure of 3,000, and its articles were considered so 
pernicious thdt circulation pf the paper among soldiers was prohibited 
by the military authorities. Another prominent journal of the same 
character was the Desha Sevah^ to which we shall refer later on. 


But the tactics of the Nagpur Extremists were stoutly opposed by 
the Moderates, and so sharp was the contention that Surat in the Bombay 
Presidency was substituted for Nagpur as a place for the December 
sessions of the Congress. How seriously the latter city had been affected 
by the Extremist campaign is apparent from the following passages 
in a letter from the Chief Commissioner to the Inspector-General of 
Police, dated the 22nd of October 190^ am not satisfied,” mote 

Mr. Craddock, with tfie dealing with 

student rowdine^s Nagjptffl are going, all 



our respectable public men will be frightened away from Nagpur. For 
the futiue I am determined that rowdiness shall be put down, 

I have asked the Commissioner to convene a meeting of Principals 
and Head Masters to discuss the question of enforcing discipline, but the 
police must catch the rowdy students before we can deal with them 
properly. Nagpur is being disgraced in the public press by continued 
incidents of this kind, and they must cease. ... It is time that 
Nagpur ceased to be a bear-garden of students moved by seditious 
agitators.” Remedial measures were adopted, but things were not 
improved by a visit from Arabinda Ghosh, of Bengal notoriety, who 
arrived on the 22nd of December on his way to the Surat Congress, and 
lectured in support of boycott and swctdeshi. On his way home after 
the Congress, he halted at Nagpur and lectui'ed again on the same subject. 
He^also vindicated the conduct and policy of Tilak and the Extremists 
at biirat. Bengalis and Marathas, he said, were children of the same 
patents and should continue to share each other’s sorrow and joy, 
Swadeshi boycott flourished nowhere as they did in Bengal/ No 
one in India had suffered as bravely for his country as the latter-day 
Bengalis, for instance the editor of the Jugantarl 


Under such influences the tone of the Nagpur Extremist press intensi* 
fi.ed m the bitterest hostility to Government. Soon after the Mmzaffar- 
piu bomb outrages, the Desha Sevak of the 11th of May 1908 indulged 
m the following remarkable passages. It stated that among many 
shamenil defects that had crept into the Indian nation through contact 
wzth tlie English was ignorance of bomb-making. Properly speaking, 
every respectable citizen ought to possess a good knowledge of the use 
of weapons,^ the preparation of bombs, etc. “ The contact of 
the English, it went on, has rendered the condition of India so pitiful 
that people are wonderstruck at the most ordinary insignificant deeds. 
The whole place from Simla to Ceylon is filled with amazement at the 

S'rt/ T “ bomb. 

Eut the mabng of a bomb is such an easy matter that none should 

rnlk/bomS rfi; ^ iiatural right of man to use weapons or to 

W tWs^n;w it is meet for us to submit, 

™s shouId_ not fill us with surprise for bombs. If the 

“ SirT‘“f ^.‘’2’*’"“^ “ 

but if tlfp -np/rii ^ best that none should commit crime, 

L win / ^ deeds they should be such 

as would becoine a man. ■ To rob ornaments by deceit, to foirdom- 

f If r f 
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HriUsh (iovrrnmi'iit lur imrimHi;. To gain complete and unqualified 
iii(lc.|K‘uilc.ncf, which i;< (Im iilliiuato olijcct ot: our nation, this is not 
casc.iilial. Wo I'ool iiiili,!j;iiimt a(. our Ihmgali hretlircn for not keeping 
tills in iniinl. Wo must also oongratulal.c Mr. Kiiigsfuril for escaping 
from Khudirani i’.asii'i; aim. Mr. Kiiigsfonr.s doings us Presidenoy 
Miigislrat-o, t'alcutia, wore liolh outragW)U.s ami Sivlauic.’’'^ 

'I'ho Hiudi of I ho IC.lh of May ISMIH observed tluit, althougli 

till', prosont ctlilor ot (lie ,! injuidnf was uiuloigoing trial, and iii spite 
(if (lie .Manihlal.i anr.a.^, I lie J NUtiiihir was slid appearing. L’eferring 
to the bond, con.apii-acv , the Jiii/aulur stated Uiat it was an attenipt 
to becomi- indopoiidcnl. The. I'lnglish are not the. King of India. To 
wage war ai'anet ihieoil.',. thieve.s and raseals eonhl, not ire ealhal toil" 
(piracy. 

Blit in spite ol Ihoiio iiillanmiatory ulleranee.s, the, Maniktala t trial, 
till! arre.st of 'I'iiak, and 1 he lirm attil ude <.f the, loeul (liivernnu'iit induced 
Hoher relloeli.m. 1 lemoiu l ral imis which were liehi on Tilak's birlhday, 
Julv Iho IMh, p,i sod oil' (pdoiiv, and wore shuimod by Mubanimadaiis, 
altlmiigli a Mr. Haidar Uar.a aVrised from Dolhi uiul spoko t.f Tilak 
as Iho polilioal iiiirii or preooptor ol Iho whole, of India. .Itiloits were 
made, to start riot,; on ilie eoiivielion oi Tilak ; but tliese 'verc quickly 
KUi>prcs.Hed, and a, laeeting ealleil to e.xprcss synipatby with J iluk was 
prohiidled. Sumo liatf a d../.eu persou.s were, coiivictcd yf rioting and 
sciit.enoed to be impri.'oned or pav lines ; HetUtious editors of iieW'S- 
papei.i w.ne |,ro.>eeutod and pmdsbed ; and iiuslructions were issued 
by I be local Cm.'rnmenl. for tim taking of security under the ( nniimil 
Procedmo <‘ode from ilineraiit seditiouH orators for absliuenee Iroiii 
ai'tion liketv to di.dmb the public tianquillity. During the later months 
of Huts st.d'itioua uclivily coiilincd its energies to tlie tarring and lyutda- 
tiou of a, Hfaliie of (piooii Victoria. Oil Koveiubcr iiie dlllli local acta 
of violoncc” were ascrib.Ml by a leading K.Ktrcmist politician ni con- 
vcnsalioii w'itb llic inspector ( Iciicral of Police as due simp y to wiong 
individual impiilHc.” lie cmisidcrcd the Jwjmiliir the only ]»apcr, 
“ likely to develop such wrong iiidiviiluul impulses. ^ In fact the move- 
ment imd spent ita force, ami a statu of atfiitra which had oiico seemed 
likely to result in revolutionary dcvcUipmeuts completely subsiaotl. 

120. 'i’lm Ouidrul Provinces ilid not, so fur as wc are 

into contact with dangerous movomouts 
Ineidnnts of 1918. 11)15 Naliiii Mohan Mukharji, 

one of the iteimres eoimjiirators, was deputed by Bmh Bchmi to 
the troops at .labalimr to join the rising planned by the » Paity 
for that month. Nalitii failod to achieve success and wm afterwards 
trieil and eonvieteil in the Benares conspiracy case. 

Naliiii Kunta ahosh ol the Dacca Amisilau Samiti, who la by reputa 





fcibii connected with various jSengal outrages and has recently been 
arrested at Gauhati, Assam, in sensational circumstances, was found 
to have been touring through the Central Provinces ; and at the end 
of 1915 an absconding Benares conspirator, Vinayak Eao Kapile, paid 
visits to Jabalpur in order to provide a refuge and establish a connection. 
He formed a knot of seven persons, namely, two students, two masters 
at a high school, a pleader, a clerk and a tailor. The tailor and one of 
the students were found to be mere post-boxes, and, though arrested, 
\yere discharged. ^ The other five were interned and Vinayak’s organiza- 
tion was nipped in the bud. He himself disappeared from the province 
ana nas since been murdered.* 

The incident is a neat illustration of tlie way in which a revolutionary 
om outside sows evil seed in a place free from indigenous disaficction 
a so 0 e way in which, by firm action taken in time, mischief 



CHAPTER XI. 

Revolutionary Movements in the Puniah. 


•» 

127. Tlic Norlli Wcslvro li’mniicr Provineo aiul the Punjab divide 

The troubles of 1907 . , Atfi*''i«tan and Central Asia. 

I Ih* i uMjuh lui.H lor yoiirt; by far tlie nioBt 
fruit.bil rtMTaiiiny for iho liMlian Army and fo-day tvojoys tiie 

Hanu'. proud prt* omiooiiof, (H its pojmlaiion, 55 ]K*r cent is Miiliam- 
inadau, per ctuil. in llimlti, and 1 1 per cerd. is tSiklu Buti the inost 
niitrlial section i.i I lie Hil:h, which duriiu.^ the j) resent wai\ with less than 
onednindnall h (»!' I1 m‘ ptipulatimp has sup{>lied almut one«sixtli of the 
liglit-inp^ fona-i of the Imlian Mmpinn 'the Bunjab, however, has by no 
luean.H es(\aped revnlut ionary (‘ontayi^Hn and onr l)rief narrative must 
emnnumee with the early luind hs of tln» ytair 11M)7 when, as was noted 
at (1 h^ limt^ by Sir Ihm/il Ilrlictam, llieri ldeutena/ntdh> 
when‘ peupio uere M-nsible of a change, of a new air which was 
hlovvin.!* thromdi nnads ininds, anil were waiting to see what would 
come of it. It will lio reinernlNTcil that at lids time the »/i/^aator and 
similar pnbliealion - were daily ponring forth ilieir poison among 
thousands in Bern ah while t lie Aliptu'c and Dacca ctuispirators were 
laaine tlieir plate', leeniiling their ranks and ' mdlcivting tlieir weapons. 

It is not. surprising that simnltaiii’iiusly new ideas should he fcermenting 
elsewhma* in India. 

128. Jln» eitnatioo in t he Ihunjuli at ilie end of April 1907 was clearly . 
<l(*pict<‘d in a minute by Sir Dcmeil Ibbelaon from winch which w’c may 
<|uote smm* pasMavcs. liin lliuionr slafisl ilmti in the cast and west ( f 
ilm poivince the new ideas wiac cmdincd to tlie cducateil classes, and 
among UuMn, in I la*' main, ie» flic pli*adt*rs, clerks and students. ** As 
the <umtre of tin* province is approrndied, however/' he wrote, “the 
feeling in Ihctinviis grows stronger, and there are greater signs of activity 
and unrcrti. In the citi**H of Amritnar and Fc.n)zcpore there has been an 
aitciinpt Oil t he part, of tJic Liilmre agitators to arouse feclinp of disloyalty 
whitdi has apparently met U’itti C4>nsidem'ble ' .ptieeess In Ferozepore, 
though it has not be<*n so sneccssfiil in Amritsar. .In the towns of 
Rawalpindi, Hiiilkot and LyiiJlpiir iin aefivo antbEnglish propaganda is 
being openly and sednloiisly preached. In Lahore, the capital of the 
prtivifice, lli «5 propiigandri ia virulent and has resulted in a more or less 
gaiienil state of acrioiw nnrmtJ' Sir Denzil^ noted that in this place, ^on 
two rtweiit mxaaioiw Riiropcaiw had been insultad as such^; that rioting 
had taken {dace over smiteiioes paiwad on the ^proprietor and editor of 

a ttiWi|>fi|Mir ; that the iMlucated extremist agitators^ were cirtyi% on 
I campaign by raeatw of piitdb meatingi and were' pushing a definite,,. 




anti-English propaganda in the villages of the Chenab Canal Colony and 
Bari Doab. Among these villages there was dissatisfaction with legisla- 
tion proposing modifications of Canal Colony tenures and with a pro- 
jected raising of canal-rates in the Bari Doab. His Honour observed 
that pains were taken to turn this to the utmost account possible, and to 
inflame the passions of the Sikhs, that the police were being pilloried as 
traitors to their fellow countrymen in connection with the agitation, 
and were advised to quit the service of Government, while the same 
invitation was addressed to Indian soldiers. A minor sign of the times 
was that, when, a couple of weeks before, the menial stafi: on that portion 
of the North-Western State Eailway which traverses the Chenab Colony 
went on strike, public meetings were convened to express sympathy 
with them, and substantial sums of money were subscribed for their 
support. The Lieutenant-Governor held that some of the leaders looked 
to driving the British out of the country, or at any rate from power, 
■either by force or by the passive resistance of the people as a whole, ami 
that the method by which they had set themselves to bring the Govern- 
ment machine to a standstill was by endeavouring to stir up a stroii" 
feeling of racial hatred. He considered the whole situation “ exceedingly 
dangerous and urgently demanding remedy.'” 

The remedy adopted was the arrest and deportation of Lajpat Eai 
and Ajit Singh, the Hindu and Sikh leaders of the movement under 
the provisions of Regulation III of 1818. The proposed Canal Colony 
legislation too was vetoed by the Government of India ; but the sugges- 
tion that the root of the trouble was agrarian was not accepted by l.iie 
Secretary of State, Lord (then Mr.) Morley. Speaking in 'the llonse 
of Commons on June 6th, 1907, he said : “ There Were twent-y-d.-ht 
meetings known to have been held by the leading agitators in the l^iuihib 
between 1st March and 1st May. Of these five only related, cwm 
ostensibly, to agricultural grievances : the remaining twenty-threat were 
all purely political.” 


On the 1st of the following November the Viceroy thus suranuid up 
the leadmg characteristics of the year when the new Bill for prevcnlfinu 
s^tious meetings was before his Legislative Council : “Wo cannot 
afford, to forget the events of the early spring, the riots at Lahore :ind 
gratuitous^ insults to Europeans, the Pindi riots, the serious view of tlu‘ 
Lieutenant-Governormf the Punjab on the state of his province,' iho 

of ATorv”' Singh, and the promulgulfion 

of the OrdmaMe, and, contemporaneously with all this, a daily story 
from Eastern Bengal of assault, of looting, of boycotting and geiunyd 
lawlessness, encouraged by agitators, who with an utter^disre-rard for 
consequences, no matter how terrible, have by public addretsac^ by 
seditious nempapers, by seditious^^ by itinerant secret 

lost no opportunity of mflamiiig the worst passions of racial feeling.” ’ ’ 
129. After the d-eportations all was quiet for some time, •"’but in 
Events of 1909. a stream of seditious literature issuing 

Aiit Sing h ^hose denoit^. preventive measures! 







princijKil oITcihIt uihI (K'd io PiM’sia ; but bis brotlier and a certain Lai 
(band Kalak’, rtMaaitly ii,i»ain pronvinent in a similar connection, were 
roiivicled of (‘xcitiny: disa {b‘<*bion and were sentenced to imprisonnient. 
In |,1 h‘ aanu‘ \'(‘ar a carlain rduii Paririanand, subsequently one of the. 
I.jihoiv coiiapiralnrs, and stmlr'iiced to tiunspoid^^^tion for life, was pro- 
,s<‘riii<‘d lUidtn* tlu^ <Vinn!ia.l Promlure (lode and bound over to be of 
j,;o()d i»rlta.vionr, A c(jpy of the b(Mnl)-nuiam^^ used by the Alipore 
(■oiispiratoir., aa W(dl a,s otlnn’ documents, including two remarkable 
l(»llrrs fomi l^a jpat Itni, Inul Ixam found in his possession. These letters 
liad uriiltm tluring tin* l.roul)les of 1007 to Parmanand, tlien in 
Ikiejand, 'Phr lir.'d. was daital the 28i.h F6l)rriary 1907, and anotlier 
was datod Ilia lllh td A|n*il hdlowing. Potli were addressed from 
Oahon*. in tin* in”, at bajpaJ. Ilaa requested the recipient to ask the 
nulorioua Krishna vaaana, ^ t.o (unploy a little of bis money in sending 
(iui. a, numlM'r of books (amiaining true ideas on politics to tlie student 
eonmiunitN He also asl<(sl Parmanand to sound Krisbnavarma 

as io the placing ‘‘ a.l- our disposal of a portion of bis gift of Ks. 10,000 
{dr p(ditiral nii.-aionariiasd^ 

in the settunl hdl-er Lajpat Eai wrote: '‘The people are in sullen 
mkhhI. Kven the niu ieult.urnl classes have begun to agitate. My only 
hair is (hat. tin* bursting out may not be premature.^’ When the case 
Piiriiifinand i*anie iut.o Cburt, Ijajpat '.Rai stated that by ^ the 
ahioe e\prosni*>n In* meant mdliing more ''than that agriculturists, 
not. b<‘ing aeeuHlunn‘d i-o a. pidit ieal agitation, might not be able to carry 
m their ;edlaiitm peacefully'' Ifewas not “ at that stage in favour 
«»f a politiea! lojilaiion anmrig ilm agrieultiiral populatioud' He further 
liaid that the btudes whidi he uslaal h>r were, of the. 

in ati.nher h*f ter produced f.hai day and containing a list of standard 
puhlieniimis, inelmiing '’'revolutionary, political or lu^^^ novels.’’ 
He rulded I lie Words : Till aft(*r my retAirn from depoiluitm^^^ 1 never 
knew t!mf tShyamaji Krishnavarma bad views about^ political^ violea^^^^^ 
or crime as iir*^ now ex|ireBS6d by him. After that I .had, nothing to d.o 
uit h him.'' ^ 

bill. Hie next outward sign of revolutionary activity was the Delhi 
iKunb outrage of December 1912, when His 
Tli« mm (kiusplrtejr tm. Lord Hardinge’s life was .attempted 

and otic «tf his iitfamdiints was killed. The perpetrator of, 'this 
Old rave was itot diHCovercd, and five months later. an Indian orderly was 
ouirdtuvd liy a hmnh at Lahore. This led eventually to a remarkable 
trial awt sonic mirious dkclosares* * , 

It wiw shown that a certain Hardayal, once a resident of Delhi , and 
a Hindu wtiidiMit of the Punjab University, had proceeded to England m 
1995 1*1 cmiuphitii liis odiioatton at Oxford, holding a State scholarship, 
lie hull iiirriuiclarocl this scholarship and ^orifioed 
of his eiiioliiinofifci therefrom, stating that he disapproved the Eng is ; 


♦ iii larifriplii M* 
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system of education in India. He had returned to India and had in 
1908 held a class in Lahore, preaching the bringing to an end of the 
British Government by a general boycott combined with passive resistance 
of every kind. Among his pupils were two youths, J. N. Chatarji, a 
Bengali, and Dina Nath, an up-country Hindu. He left India and has 
since become notorious as the organizer of the GJiadr (Mutiny) party in 
America. After his departure Chatarji informed Dina Nath that 
Amir Chand of Delhi, a schoolmaster, lately employed in the Cambridge 
. Mission High School, would continue his political education. Dina 
Nath went to Delhi and was received by Amir Chand, but was recla,imexl 
by his father and returned to Lahore. It is noteworthy that Chaharji’s 
father too had ordered him home on discovering that he was staying 
with Hardayal in the house of Lajpat Eai, 

After returning to Lahore Dina Nath kept up connection with Chatarji, 
and before the latter went to England to become a barrister was 
introduced by him to the notorious Rash Behari,'^' a Bengali, then Head 
Clerk of the Forest Research Institute of Dehra Dun. Rash Beliari 
further educated Dina Nath' as well as two other young Hindus, Abad 
Behari and Balmokand, and arranged for the dissemination of seditioiia 
literature and throwing of bombs, introducing to the society his servant, 
a young Bengali named Basanta Kumar Biswas. Abad Behari attended 
the Lahore Central Training College, but lived at Delhi and. was an 
intimate friend of Amir Chand, mentioned above. Amir Chand, “joined 
the conspiracy. He was subsequently described by the Sessions Judge 
of Delhi as one who spent liis life in furthering murderons schemes 
which he was too timid to carry out himself.” It is unnecessary to 
detail the doings^ of the conspirators. It was subsequently proved 
that they disseminated widely among students and others 'a leaflet 
extolling the attempt on Lord Hardinge’s life in such terms as these 
The Gita, tile Vedas and the Koran all enjoin us to kill all the enemies 
of our Motherland, irrespective of caste, creed or colour. 

Leaving other great and small things, the special manifestation of tlie 
Divine force at Delhi m Decembef last has proved beyond doubt that 
the _destmy of India is being moulded by God himself.” The evidence 
produced trial inspires a strong suspicion that they themselves 

contrived the Delhi outrage and proves that they distributed other 
Violently inflammatory leaflets received from Calcutta and printed at 

tha/T™?^ ^ conspirators.t It was also e^stablislied 

ftat, 111 pursuance of the plans of the conspirators, Basanta Kumar 
Biswas had placed a bomb on a^ road in the Lawrence Gardens at 
la.iore on the evening of May the 17th, 1913. with the intention of 
killing or injuring some Europeans. The bomb, however killed no one 

nicycle. Dma Nath turned approver. Amir Chand, Abad Bebari 
Balmokand and Basanta Kumar, Biswas were convicted and banged 



but R^ash Ki*l'»ari to other mvivdercuis piote. So far 

liis wer** IVw aiul hia doiiiga iia.d ri;*eeive(l no ineasure of 

popular Biiptaulu 

i:n. 'riio, next iHuioil uhieli eojKaanH urt is trlic, period which 

finniediaiely fttllovved the ouilmutk of the 
IVIiihawmadiiujestraui»6- .^jj Hindu, 

lull ilie war lietwtaai 'rurkey and ilaly and 
tim a|)i>a,ri‘nt indilfe! tau^e of iireai Rriiain ilnauighout the Balkan War 
bitterly anrM>\ i‘<l :;ojno M ulianimadanH <rf the Ihinjai). Certain ntter- 
an(U‘H of'lh’ilish :;late;ani‘n w (•{■<» interpreted m iinlieutin^^ liiat Britain 
favoured aeomlnnalion ayain;;t 'rnikey. 8nl)H<Ti|>t louB were rainial foi 
a inedi(‘al nii::si<ut and ftir iln' Tnrkiah Ited (‘reseent funda ; and in 
the wint^er of llUli ii eeriain Zufar Ali Khun, 4‘ditor of the ^immnnar, a 
Lahore Midiuinniajhin pajier, vi.aited t, onBt'anljnt.»pl(!t t-o preHent to the 
(Jrand Vi/.ier .'uma* of t lie liioriey e’«4ha't<ML In 8ep((‘inbt‘r 191.'} it was 
found neecBaat'v li.* eonliMeaJt* I lie Biauirity dejiOHit'i'd for the good 
behaviour of lltia nian’a join rial in eonseipuMU'e of diHh>yal and in- 
Haininattiry urlirles llnvreiu jMililiahed ri‘gareling a religiouH riot at 
(lawnpore in the iieiyIdHUiring ljuited Ih’ovineeH, aiHl early in 1914 
Kliulil KhalitI Itey, I la* Tiirkiah Conan! tlenenil, eaine to ladiore to 
|)reH<nit lo (he Bad:dja!ii !\lee!r|iii:* ri eurpet neat tiy order of the Sultan 
UH a token of tnatitmle fiu" jiernuiury aynipaihy ri*eently shown to 
Turkey. 1'ho ( noMil CiMieral was foliowetl u fortnight later by two 
Turkish doctors of ll»e ited i’rcsr'init 'Hoi'iety. Throngli infinenees of 
this kind tin* oulbrr‘ak id W'ur toinn! a small section i>f Punjab Muslims 
out id humour wiCt Itu* iirilislt t L»v<‘rmni‘nt. But no fruits of this 
i'ireumatama* uen* nnnicdtatpiy visible, und the most noteworthy Fimjab 
evtmfs \vhii*h Ldlowr'd Auenst Hi I f coniau'ned tln^ Sikhs. 


At first, all wciil u«4L an»l a agitation, which had recently 

been humadcil by a .’^ikh namc<l llarchand Singh over tlie straightening 
(d tin* bouinlai'v wait id' an iihl Sildt ti'nt|ile at Delhi, gradually subsided. 
Then appcan*i{ a new ami pcovtudu! eleuM lit id disi-urbance. 

!:};}, We Inivi* alrca<ly refernd. t^o llardayaL This man had arrived 
’in Sun l»VatHaHf‘o in ifU I, iinbueil with passionate 


*» jahluf Angioptiidda am! detennined to inspire with 
his own spirit, as many as possible of his hdlw- 

CHaintryinem He addressed nn»eiings at varitnm plaeiB in the I inited 

Kiaf.es, amt organi/snl associatioim sworii to destroy British rule in India. 
Ill* Hfiirietl a newspaper ridhsi llte (//an/f* With Iub followers he decided 
to disiribuB^ the ilfmlr freely in Their press was called the 

^Muganiar Asrani (tdm seliool of the new era). Their paper was 
printed in more tliiin one Indian language. It was widely distributed 
among Indians in America and was forwarded to- India. It waa^ of a 
viiile.ni antidiritisli nainn\ playing on every ..passion which it could 
poasibly «K«at4% pnmeliing luunler and mutiny .in 'every sentence, ■ and 
urging all liidkiiH to go to India with the express' object of committing 


* 1 hMi dtttaili art lakta from the wetrds of the Lab-ort conspirwy case. 

i 4 fi. 



murder, causing revolution and expelling the British Government by 
any and every means. It constantly preached the formation of secret 
associations. It “held up to admiration, and as examples to follow, 
every seditionist and murderer who sprang into temporary notoriety.”* 
Hardayal and Ms followers addressed numerous meetings, and at one 
held at Sacramento on the 31st of December 1913 f “ portraits of famous 
seditionists and murderers were displayed on the screen and revolutionary 
mottoes were exhibited. Finally Hardayal told the audience that 
Germany was preparing to go to war With England, and that it was time 
to get ready to go to India for the coming revolution.” He was assisted 
in these operations by various lieutenants, notably by a Hindu named 
Ram Chandra, who had been editor of two seditious papers in India, 
and by a Muhammadan named Barkatulla.J The speeches which 
Hardayal delivered attracted attention from the United States author- 
ities ; and on the 16th of March 1914, he was arrested with a view to 
his deportation as an undesirable alien. , He was released on bail and 
absconded to Switzerland, leaving Ram Chandra to manage the 
“ Jugantar Asram” and. publish the Qhcdr newspaper. Hardayal ’ is 
now believed to be at Berlin. Before he left America he and his associates 
had created a formidable organization, eager to bring about rebellion 
and bloodshed in India. Hardayal himself, “ while inducing his dupes 
.to go to a certain fate, has carefully kept himself and his leading lieuten- 
ants out of danger. 

The doctrines which he preached and circulated had reached the 
Sikhs and other Indians resident in British Columbia. At a meeting 
in Vancouver in December 1913 a poem from the Qhadr newspaper 
was read, in which the Hindus were urged to expel the British from 
India. The main grievance of the Vancouver Indians was the Canadian 
immigration law under which every intending Asiatic immigrant, with 
a few particular exceptions, has to satisfy the Canadian authorities 
that he is in possession of 200 dollars and has travelled by a continuous 
journey on a through ticket from his native country to Canada. In 
1913 three Sikh delegates visited the Punjab. They had come from 
America and were members of the Qhdr party who had come to recon- 
noitre the position. Their real purpose was. recognized after their 
departure. They addressed meetings at various towns on the subject 
of the grievances of Indians in Canada and caused resolutions of protest 
to be passed in which all communities joined. But the subject was 
academe to the majorities among their audiences. In September 
1914, however, it suddenly acquired a vivid interest. 


133. On the 19 th of that rnonth occurred the disastrous Budge - 
The Builge-Budge riot. Budge riot. The circumstances which led up 
4 U. ^ produced this affair exercised some 

influence on after-events and must therefore be clearly understood. 


» These cletaUs are taken from the records of 


^^i^ore'Coasp'Xaoy case. 


Tlifi cf-nfu';.! (it'uri' in l lm nnrmf ivo in a ncriaiii Otmlit Rinfrl, n q:M> 

Jf) yo;irs ;ni(l Iim(I li»r nmwo limo enrriiul on hiisinoRn as con 

tracinr in Kin^.ipnrn nn.l I In- Mnlny 'I’liorc is reason to believe 

(l,a(. he reinrne. (Inn country nl.oni, I'.inu. He was certainly absent 
Jrnn. b,n.n,,,nre tor i, rpaee ; anil wlien he returned there, goins? on to 
Kong K.mg. n; irilere:.|... I.inie.ell in ehartering a ship for Hie. convey- 
ance ol I uiijuiu;'. to ( .•inno.i. Punjabis, and especially Sikhs, .frennentlv 
sci'k eniplnynicnt in I lie h'.-ir Pael. and have for sometime Ix'cn tempted 
hy (he hiyiier ua,....a pnemralde in Canada. Jhit ti.eir admission to 
that country is, (u M.me oefent impeded liy (lie immigration laws which 
liaV(‘ <n‘;*criiM‘<l nlrrinls'. 


TIicn‘ wrre atn*a<l\' in C’iinmla ahoiil Kooo liKliniiR, diicfly .I^iniabiR 
Some of lltr.v v,rn‘ r.noltiiiunarir:! of ihc llardaval .R(*lio(,i]; Rorru^/ W(vre 
InyaJ, iiial ,unu‘ iani nnyraliH! fmin iho Unite, I on account of 

laJKHir (lincivnrt*: i\ivri\ Tin* Unnmiili,b‘ ,,f Kni|niry, whicli Rnbsc- 
rjiiciifly i!i\.‘::li‘^[hMi Mn* wlndo aHair, (-<mRi,l,iV(l ttiat {Jiinlit Singli\s 
Rclion tnni brt*n hhn’Ii in{|in’Hi‘«H| by athir,* inni ciH*fJurag(nii(\nt ro- 
ccivcil frno! haliaii tv io Unninla, At* any rule, aft(^ fruli 

Hccntc a .‘hip al ( ab iffbi, la* rljaiicn'tl a JaiHViasRc vcrrcI naincel tbc 
Kmtujnlu Miifu ibrntinb n (b-iuian ion'i,! af Iforig Kong. JlriRRued 
iicketa and fnvL in p;o rtigrc. at fhal jiort, at Hbarigbai, at Moji and 
al< \<tk<>haina* ll»* rcilainly ivOrw ub;H Ui<‘ (Vrnadiini law was, but 
pciiiap.'' li<»p«il fn (lOiadi* it (ty nnan;' nf idonir* a|»|it'a] to the conrts or 
by H.\tnvi:iny pt.lifiral piv":oirn, ,!t ia c,|Mally certain tliat niany of 
lii.y [iaH>'ciiyt*r.''f Itatl ijm t'liMf CMinj»n'^ltcn.sii>n of ibeir piwpccta. The 
i i'ilaiiiat Ibai 'ub «Mjn*ntly Irird I lie (irat.. l.'Kili*b of .Laluvre conspira- 
tors la-ld tbaf piubabl\ Uijitlii Kincb'a main ohjed, was to cansc an 
iiiflammatviy rpi . a vm- , f fbc \vilnc.sRC8 elated that Onrdit. Singh 
told Id I fntbo\fi that biiidfl flay be ridmaal admission, tiny would 
return tu India tu rl Hit* Ihili lf‘. On April the dili, f0i4, the Koma- 
tjtilit Ahmi Ml, til'd lo*iij l!i»riy Kong. At int.r‘rmcdiate {lortB cormign- 
uicnta of III,* iiiiiiifr mnv piipci.; ^uav- rocvivod on Iiuard, and at Yoko- 
liama Iwo Indian i,‘’Vi»tutio!iailr''i from ibe Uniicd Btiiti*B vinited Hie 
Hidp* On llio yiird rd i\lay itn* ht iiumpfht Mtmi arrivctl at 'Vanccaivor 
with ;»bl BdJn and ’H Ibinjabi MuluiiiiiuadanR on bormi !rbe local 
luilhorif icji rcfu-i'd fu allnw lamltttif fwt'cpt in a very, few caaea, aa the 
uimHpranlf'i |,ad n,*i nnnplird \oillt I!h* riapii-rcuiamte <>f the law. Pro- 
tcHlrt Were made, jimb \Oiile tiegol iai ioim were profeeding, a balance 
of ITjiou dollars fHill dm* fur I be lore of Ibe nbip wan paid by Vancouver 
ludiami,^iiiif| tin' elmrfer wn^ Iriiimferred Io two prominent malcontents, 
llevobilioiiiiry lileuduie of n vitdeiil elmraeler W'as infrodueecl and 
circulafnl on board, A boity of polire was fumt Io enforce the orders 
tbe (‘aiiadian Uoviiiimeiil flmt flic vesmd ahoiild leave; but with 
the fiwaHim’t* of riroiiitiiM. I be police were beaten ofI| and it was only 
wlieiMi tbivei roiieiit vef4eel wjia fwjapjtlcini»d with armed force that 
tlii Kmimfiifti illiii'M pjmFengerPi wh«^ had prevented their Captain from 
Weigliiiig giirlinr nr geffitig up sfeain, were brought to terms. On the 

141 ■ 


- ■ a 



23rd of July they started on their return journey with an ample stock 
of provisions allowed them by the Canadian Government. They were 
by this time in a very bad temper as many had staked all their posses- 
sions on this venture, and had started in the full belief that the 
British Government would assure and guarantee their admission to a 
land of plenty. This temper had been greatly aggravated by direct 
revolutionary influences. The revolutionary party too had endeavoured 
to smuggle arms on board at Vancouver. 

During the return voyage the War broke out. On bearing at Yoko- 
hama that his ship’s company would not be allowed to land at Hong 
Kong, Gurdit Singh replied that they were perfectly willing to go to 
any port in India if provisions were supplied. Tile British Consul at 
Yokohama declined to meet his demands, which were exorbita.ut ; but 
the Consul at Kobe was more compliant, and after telegraphic communi- 
cation between Japan and India, the Komagata Maru started for 
Calcutta. At neither Hong Kong nor Singapore were the passengers 
allowed to land. This added to their annoyance, as, according to the 

findings of the Committee, many had 3iot wished to return to India at 
all. 


The Komagata Maru arrived at the mouth of the Hooghly on the 
27th September 1914 and was moored at Budge-Budge at 11 a.m. on 
tte 29th. There a special train was waiting to convey the passengers 
free of charge to the Punjab. The Government was acting under (ha 
provisions of tte recently enacted Ingress into India Ordinance, winch 
i* to restrict the liberty of any person entering India after 
tne otii beptember 1914, if such action were necessary for the protec- 
1 Information had been received regarding the temper 
and attitude of Guxdit Singh and his followers. It was jnsti tied by 
events The Sikhs refused to enter the train and tried to march on 

^5®. forcibly turned back; and a riot en- 
ued mth loss of life on both sides. Many of the Sikhs were armed 

iVhtSn sS evening. 

Eighteen Sikhs were killed in the not ; many were arrested either then 

or subsequently ; and_29, including Gurdit Singh, disappeared. Of 

in tv “rested, the majority were allowed to go to their hoinefi 

m the foUowmg January. Thirty-one were interned in jail. 

to of the passengers were disposed 

well their ndsfortunes. “It is 

SL^krbettp^'ft tlrat the average Indian makes no 

CaS That rSiSS tie United Kingdom, that of 

ae “T ae MeaXt 

a the elrfr “ 

’■ Sikhs abroad to 


; ■■ ; 


reluiiJ to indiH ntid jrMii I In* mni tny winch, they iiBHcj'ted, was aboul 
to begiiK NunilHi,; .d cmi;,'roHls lisIcofHl U) t;ucli calls and hastened 
back to India, finni (asiada, the United Blaks, the riiilippmes, Honn 
Kong and Uhiiiu. ^ 

131* 31hi ihiverniiead. n\ Indio, had aJivady im the 29t!i of August 

pjfcvciitivc iiteasiifcs* pa.'. m, 1 hejieigiau.^ Ortlinauec in, ordci‘ to 
prevent the entry into india of luulesirable 
aliens. On Ote fdli nl Si'^nendHU’ they fnllnwed up this measure by 
an lugivaa Ordinaiiee (h\ i;»nrd tt) eontml the moveiuents of returning 
cinigranis ol the iihudr pn*. ua.dnin 'llte liudge'Iiudge riot warned all 
coiiceriieil that ;«Tinu.; en{i.,»M|in‘m:e.s wouhl ei‘riainly ensue from lialf- 
Iiearieil enipluvnient <»{ ;,\trh preeautinns, and, as sul/sequently other 
cmigriUiis arrived, tlH‘y wint* <'arefu!ly insjHHded, and, if considered 
(l;uig<M'<njs, <*ilher inPaned in jnil or forldddeii to reside elsewhere than 
ill tlnnr native village.a. IPd ihuusainls w<*re returning; accurate dis- 
criniifialion was impn.,:iidis aini few of the emigrants bad been, in- 
dividually ineriminaled hy any news as yet reecivoh It was not long 
before the emigrants who wi‘re not intmouMi made their presence felt 
ill the Ihiajalt ; and only the preeaut ioiurry nieasaireB adtipted prevented 
an early outhrealv «m u i'renaidenible scale. As it was, the situation 
developed gradiiully. 


13, h. (hi the uipjif of the l<i{h CIctober lUM tlie Ohuuki Man railway 

Devolopmct of « dan- r.m/.epurc-Ludluana liao was 

pnnis lituatujfi. attarro**! uy tnree or more persons, armed with 
a revolver. A!! pivrsons unconnected with the 
st-alT Wi‘re oideia/i! to h,‘avi% and fire was opened on the fcJtaiioii Master, 
who was hit in the ..ti»ma«dp am unfortuna'.ie water-carrier being simiil- 


taiKHjuaiy Wiiunded in (he thigh. The rnllians then helped themselves 
tu (he. atatiuo ca; h ami departed. Itinuispired ufteinvards that the 
ciuigrunts had been expect ing a eonsiguinent of arms at this station. 


()u tin* ni Orifdier tie' ship Tma Jlhim arrived at Ualcutta 
uilli iV3 Indi.in pa:..,rn,,i‘i>i, mH.aly iSiklis, from Arnerkag Maiiila, Shan* 
ghai and Ibni', Ivum. Urladde inhiriiiatifm from llong Kong and 
Hangoon liad pm-edid IIh^ vessel, to the ellect that her passengers 
had talker! oprnly of aiar{im,» rebellimi on arriving in India. One 
liiiMilred of these men wau'e nit.erm»d in Jaib Of those who were not 
inierned, II were aliei'ivanU hanged lor murderous outrages in the 
Ihfijah, (I Wert* convieled in various tamspiracy cases, G were subse- 
quently aiTe.a.cd and iiitenml on account of their mischievous activities, 
2 were* chiei li^adeis of iJm Hiiliseqmmt ixwidutiuiiary movement and 
were admitted ini approvers, t)f the men originally interned in jail, 
6 prosiamted in the lirst conspiracy case for criminal acts of con- 
spiraiyv abroad, and were iraiwpoitel for life. Of all the October, 
bitivemher and Uet'cinlier Hhiploads of returning emigrants, the'IVs'a 
Jiara was the iiitmi dangerous, it confeamed' malcontents who^ had 
divided iheiiwtdven into setiioiw each of which was^to work under a 
leader in a particular urea of tlio Ihinjab. But the internment of the 
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majority of the passengers disorganized these chiborate iiri'Hti'ioiinoits, 
In November the Provincial Government reported to the Govormni'iit 
of India that some of the recently interuod eiui,';r!inf.M wore moviiit' 
about the country but were generally regai'ded with iiidilTereiien, 
Village headmen had reported to the local antlioril.ies cases in wfiicli 
these persons were iudnlgiug in dangerous or inlhuiuua.tory lam pi age. 
Secret meetings were being held, emissaries were visil.ing village, i ami 
gangs were being formed. On the 27th of Noveinber one of tlie.-;e '..’.anga, 
consisting of 15 men, while on its way to loot the Moya suli(livi,iioiia,| 
treasury in the Ferozepore district, met by aeeideut a. I’nliec Suh- 
Inspector and a zaildar (village notable), wliu ehaJleiiged (,heiii. 'I’lm;)!', 
after a brief parley, they shot dead with revolvers.' Alterwards (hry 
were piu’sued and surrounded by police, and villagm'.s. 'I’wo were 
killed; seven were captured, and'tlio rest eseaited. All (be ca.jd.nriul 
men had recently retmmed from the Far Jilast or Aineriea. On tlii! 
28th of November another gang collected at (.lie dha.r Halii!>, a Kildi 
temple, on an isolated spot in the Amritsar disliriet. 'I'hey were feas(,rd 
there by a certain Lai Singh and his relations and, while luahing arrange- 
ments for the perpetration of outrages, were alarmed and, dispio'serl ly 
the advent of police followed by cavalry. 
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surest was ordered of one Prithi Ilajpnt, 
district, who had been active in spreading sedition siiu.'O, Ida l■etm’^ 
to India. On the 8th of December ho tried to imirderthe police tillieci 
sent to apprehend Imn and nearly succeeded in doing a>. 

On the night of the 17th December at Pipli village, in the Dahvai 
police circle of the Ilissar district, the house of a Ib’airmaii wan ndilnn 
of booty worth Es. 22,000 by a gang suspocteil to consist of relairurd 
emigrants. Two were reported to have been armed witli guns. 

136. In the middle of December the Punjab Government reporto! 

Summary of existing con- * ^ Govcripuent of India that the doiogi 
ditions by the Punjab returned Blkli eniif.(nudH had innvn t han 

.Government. a,nything else engaged ollicial attention, tlml 

to fiiifl Tndio • 14 £ of these had returned e.’cpeel iiig 

imesHmf r ^““St and meaning to convert, tliin 

Government forwarded, for considoratioii and orders by the Itnpeibil 

pr°eIsion“S*’viAlf prdiuance dealing with the prosecution uti.l sup- 

£ of thi^^r " for tho very ourly proniulgl 

tion of this Ordinance throughout the province. ^ * 

eMatered K ! of Government would be siwioudy 

attemnts of ft tut expressed tho apprehension tlia.(. (.hu 

iii cif ill* 




fonuaUon which kIiowimI t.Iiat; Home, of the.sc petBons luui ciidcavoiirod 
to (roopH from their alle‘j,ianco ami contemplated an extensive 

proi'jramiiu". of vi<)l(mm‘ ami i-erroriBim The Liciit(niaiitdJ()vcriior coii" 
sidensl i.ha.t it is moat undeHiral)Ie at ilui present tame to allow trials 
of any t>f iJnsse re.volutionari(\s or otlier seditionmon.^ers who have been 
or may he arnssled in tJu*. (jommission of crime or wliile emleavourini^ 
to stir up l^naihle j.o prniracf.ed by the ingenuity o£ (,V)iiuscl anti 
drawn out to inortliuaht^ h‘Ui»th by the (‘.ommittul and at>pt‘.al prt)C(Mliirc 
wliitdi tlu‘ tu'iiuiual law provhles/’ 'llis Honour therefore submitted for 
a(iprovad a. draft, ()i‘tlinau<a‘. which provided, subject to tlic saiietiou of 
tlu', , Local ({ovtM’imimd. (o its a.|v| dication in these cases, (f/) for tlu^ elimi- 
nation of conmiittal proctMlure in tlie case of ollVuccs of a. politic.ad or 
qiijusi-polititail nat.nn; ; (6) hu’ t<he *dimiiialit>n ofa,ppea! in such c.asi‘s ; 
(c) lor the takinjj; of security frt>m persons <d’ t-hc chiss alTeeted by a 
muri‘, rapiil jirtKaMlurc tdian iliat prcscrilml hy tlu* onliiiary la.w ; (d) for 
tile proni[d< piuiislinieut id* vilhryt* (dlicers ami tlic liiulinq of villa.'^crs 
ctdlmiin;'; witli and harlHairin,y rcvtdut ionary criminals. The Onlinamu', 
creattMl <»iH‘ substantive tdhmce, iln^ carryiiti!; ot arms in sus[>iciouB 
circunistanct‘s/’ ^Hiis |U‘ovisitm hud Inum Iiorrowed from tlie Krontim: 
Trila‘s HevuhUions. d’!n» Luujab h‘ttcr emled witli the followin;j; pass- 
'Plu^ (diject of ilic ()rtiinancc is to pruvidt^. ft»r the prompt sup- 
prt\ssit)n and, as far as [lossible, prevention of tlie t-ype ot ladiuc in whii-h 
the. revolutionary and Sinlitious acetions of the populatimi arc most 
lik(dv to induhyc* lire ladk of Hie imople are well tlisposed, imt tlu^ 
war has ci’caitctl a situatiim wliich the eiiemies <d (Jovcrnmenti considtu’ 
favournbU* for tlu' |>ropaiaition of lawlessness and didiancc^ ot. coii- 
stituhul anthorif.y. Any diday or weakness in ilealini^ with such mani- 
festation is certain to mieouraoe these temlencii‘S jukI to draw to tlic 
rcvohuJonarv pangs a large number of lawless and (Jesperate chara<d,(U\s, 
wlio would he inflm iieed nut so mucli by political objects as l)y the 
prospiH’t of plundt^r, With these iidluences at work, while iamino 
}jriei‘s are prevailing, there is ilauger of organi/uHl attacks on property 
on a largC' seale leading to a general feeling of insecurity and alarm. 
Hcnee the Lieuteniint-Uovernor has included various otTences against 
propert}'/ in addition to seditious o'llences and acts ijuiiisliahlc under 
the Anns and Ikplosivcs Act, within the scope of the Ordinance/* 
Tin*, measure was exceptional and mtended to cope with a tempinwy 
emergency. It would have the support of all loyal anil law-abiding 
people in the province. 

1S7. This letter had iiO' sooner been des- 
r:irt.liir patched than, the'.' situation began to develop 

far more rapidly. 

Tht» a/mir hwkkt Glkdr-ii/anj (Echo of mutiny) enjoins: ‘‘ Wo 
should commit dacoity on the Government and awake the whole of the 
Punjab.” Bob Kuropeawi of tjhok moaejr and bring it to your own 
uae.” And NttWttb Gkxdr approver, stated 

in Court that one of the Marw was that 

loyal RiniTbiB of sukfcwce sIio3^rtehed. The judgment of the 
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first Latore Tribimal recites five notable cases iin whicfi tliese inteii- 
tioDS were carried otit. But besides these cases the following other 
outrages were committed by turbulent men, believed or suspected to 
be mainly returned emigrants, during the months of December 1914 
and January and February 1915 : — . 

{a) Dacoities at Pharala and Karnama in the Jullundiir district 
on the 24th and 25th December. 

(6) Two robberies in the Ferozepore district on the same dates. 

(c) A dacoity at Chowrian, Gurclaspore district, on the 27tli Decem- 

ber. 

(d) Dacoities on the 1st and 4th of January in the Hoshiarpiir 

and Julliindur districts. One of these was accompanied by 
the murder of a village watchman. 

(e) An attack by eight Sikhs on the house of a Canal Sub- overseer 

m the Montgomery district. The owner’s arm was Irroken 
by a revolver bullet. 

(/) A ^^coity at Sri Gobindpur in the Giirdaspore district on the 
loth of the same month. 

ig) The plundering of some, Hindu shops on the 21st of January 
at a town m the Kapurthala State. Some of the mm 
were subsequently arrested with some seditious literature! 
-uio rounds of ammunition and a revolver. 


Wc now come fco the “ poUtical” dacoities proved in Court;— 

(a) The first of these was perpetrated on the 23rcl of January, 

wtr rJ qT"® of a Hindu shojl 

keeper at Sahnewal in the Ludhiana district. The imfor- 

We man, his mfe and daughter-in-law were beaten 

rn n . obtained was sniall. 

a Hindu^in^th^ attacked the hoitse of 

took 1 Of tlio same district. They 

took away a large amount of booty which was convened 

» Kvotawry Ti.y laX r worr.°t 

robbers were fire? ah aTH' I oPPOsed the 

ruffian. 

' ’ fc fcUr loSS«*wTSSSi''aSho“‘ “ 

fel Urn S too ™ moSSTv, found 

tionaries for the purnose of neon • a gang of revolu- 

ttou of their nroneo,,. 



(d) ihi iiM3 linil ul IV>r \>\u^ i^aitie |nirpo8e, revolutioilatifes 

a lionKc ai. (-Iiabba in ilio Ainrit-Bar (ii8{.rict. They 
warn. arriMMl vvilli iHniibHj |)isk)ls and c1uI)b. They iimrdered 
l li<‘ owner of l.he. Iiouae, trnl) were attacked by a' group of 
\'illa.;.'vra who ca.pl.ured one, drove of! the rest, and only 
(leMiat(‘<l fi'om puratiit when aouie had been injuri'd and 
tnu{ilat(‘<l for lift* iy idle dacoita. In tliiB enterprise the 
r<‘v<»lut.ionaJ’ioa \vt*re assisted by local bad cliaa:actors ; and 
i.lien it was that (die police UiUt.horii.ies began to got into 
(oindi, ihroiiyh a spy, with (die whole (irgaiii/sition, and 
dist'()V(*r(‘d iJntf. an enid*r|n*ise iar larger than any yet iinder- 
ial^tnt was in |>r(H*ess of iuenbation. ibit before coining 
(o this we should nieiitdon — 

(e) a daeoily ad. lv:iI>on Unchi in the Lu'lhiana disiadet on tlic 3rd 

of ibd>ruar\a where a womtin was laddxsl of iiropindy worth 
Ivs, 1,1 which was devoted to reYoIntionary purposes. 


Tlierti Imd too Ihsui nd.leniids at. <l(*.railing trains on the 3rd, Gth, 
7itp IbtJi, 181 h and :Jlst of ilanuarv. Moreover, on the TJtli of February 
a police guard eonsisling. of uin*, llcasl (tnislsilde and four constables 
sta.ldont‘d on a railway bi i<lgr* in tlie Ainritsa.r district *\vcrc inenacod 
by a gang td eight or fen men. 


138. If. was Hulisispienllv estadrliished in (Jourt, and is manifest 

Ih. Ub.,. 

mtud iiiid (hsorga.mzjv(aon ol tlie returned 
(unigianf, ennspiradtirs had given way to 1dm utmost conlidenee and 
aefivify. Many of ftm inlcined Kmwujttfa Mnm passengers, liad liecn 
relemied earlv in Jaiiuarv ; leid.iU'.s wtu’c riMidiing India from Indian 


residiUits in America fit!! id raneonig alnis*-^ oi tdu*- Knglish, aiul <u>iiiideut 
hope, of a (uu-maa N'ictorv ; and idle authoriides had been warned by 
one. of tlm cmi 'rani, leaders that his associates were in touedi witli the 
Bengal revotui imiarN parfy and with local aeditionists. It was moreover 
prov(‘d ihaf. in Beetmibrr {111 I a young Maratha Brahmin named 
Vishnu Ihmcsh Biugtev had arrived in the Punjab promisiiig Ikngali 
c.o-^operai ion wiUi the inaleontent emigrauts, Pingley, a naidve of 
the Vounii di.strif-t, had emigrated young, and had returned frtun 
America with various Sikh (tlauU proHelytcs. After his arrival in the 
Punjab a iue<*iing was held at which revolutiou, the plundering of 
(Jovtummeni. treasuriisg flm seduction .of Indian troops, the collection^ 
of arms, (Ini pr(’p.iraf ion of bmnb.s and the coinuii»SHion of dacoities 
we.re till discusMed, Pinglcy^s olTer to introduce a Bengali bonib^ export 
was aceeptedi mid ctniHsarieH were dcHpatcfir^d to collect inatorialB for , 
making bombs, Tim aadsiauee of some Ludhiana stuilenfcs was enlisted 
in this ctdkmtion work ami Kasli IJchari Basu, .of IXdhi conspiracy 
notoriety, arrived from Benares, where he had bcei^ in retire- 

iiiont*’** A house was procured for him in Amritsar, where he liTed 


* p»tiigM|Ui iSL 
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with other Bengalis till the beginning of February 1910. T lei e ho 
worked in concert with the leading Sikh revolutionaries. !!}. 

February he arranged for a general rising on the ^Ist of 
which Lahore was to be the headquarters. He went there aiul M.nt 
out emissaries to various cantonments in Upper India to proe-ure. ini liKivy 
aid for the appointed day. He also tried to organme the collect-ioii 
of gangs of villagers to take part in the rebellion. Bombs were i pre- 
pared ; arms were got together ; flags were made ready ; a dcclara-iion 
of war was drawn up ; instruments were collected for destroying rail'- 
ways and telegraph wires. In the meantime, however, in order to 
raise funds for the financing of the enterprise, some Ihin jab n'volu- 
tionaries had committed various dacoities. Inforiuiition oJ the 
jected rising had been received through a spy. Bash Beliari s head- 
quarters were raided on the 19th of February, and scvmi rtdunied 
emigrants were found there, in possession of a revolver, bombs ami 
the component parts of other bombs, as well as four revoUii ionary flags. 
Two more conspirators were arrested on the following day. 'iriurteen 
in all were taken and four houses were searched. Twelve bombs vyerc 
seized, five of which were loaded bombs of the Bengal ])afclern. Th«' 
report by the Chemical Examiner showed that two of the hit t-c'r wen* 
apparently old*and the other two of recent make. Fragment, .s of similar 
bombs had been found in connection with former revolutionary out rages 
in India. National flags too were discovered* It became matiifest 
that the plotters had designed simultaneous outbreaks at) laihore, 
Ferozepore and Rawalpindi ; and later it appeared that tln^ir operatioiis 
were intended to cover a far wider area. Not oifiy were tlussi^ t.o <.nxtend 
to such places as Benares and Jabalpur; but we arc sat-istied from 
evidence which we regard as conclusive that at least two or ihnK\ revolu- 
tionaries in Eastern Bengal were on the 8th of February awar<j of whui 
was in contemplation, and were arranging for a rising at Dacca if ilie 
Sikh revolt materialized. 


Rash Behari and Pingley escaped, the latter only for a time an lie 
was arrested a month later in the Lines of the 12tli"Cavalry at Meerut 
with bombs in his possession. On the 20th of February, the day afiter 
theiirst captures, a Head Constable was killed and a Police Bub*Imspe<*t>or 
was wounded by a party of returned emigrants, whom tluy had asked 
to come to the police-station. And on the 14th and 20th of February 
^acoities were committed, in the Faridkot State and Lyallpur dintriet. 
139. The Punjab Governrneut had endeavoured to meet a state 
riirthiir serious disorder by the resources of tlie 

made by the Punjab ordinary law and by arranging patrols of 
Government. police and cavalry. ' But these moasuroa were 

inadequate, and on the 25th of February they 
addressed the Government of India, in continuation of their December 
account of the dacoities and violent criines which 
had been Committed by the returned emigrants and their adherents. 
1 hey enumerated 45 cases in all, the figrire for the past five mouths, 
and on^ more asked for extraordin,aiy legislation. They repotted 
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tkafc i!M3 siluaiiim 1 i;m 1 J‘a}H<lly <!i‘veIo|)c(1 in a claiigerous maimer, and 
tkat t’ka nn'al ni>i»ukil ion in tln^ ('(‘iitral (liaianivtn had been adversely 
alTeci<*d hy fin* r;vinp:iiyn nf vi(>k‘iu'i‘. and sediUon waged by the Ghadr 
parl-y n,nd .aipportrd iin’r-aiaingly l)y ike lawless section oE the people, 
Itural noinbk's and \illagr oirn’iahs were iMnng {.errori/icd. The revolu- 
iiona.i‘it‘s \\«‘ra trio;*; twaiy cndcjivoiir to tamper with the loyalty of 
j,ln* (roop.;. Tin* objr('iiv»‘. of the. conspiracy friistrated on the 19th 
had Immoi an adack on iln* inagimine aaid aniioiiry of a regiment. On 
ihr. same dalo fori v nnm had urrivcil l>y train at Kcrozeporc., some 
arnuMh prtv.um.ibly (o .it(a.dv nmgazincs ami a,rnuMl d(‘)>i)ts, but had 
been Ihuarlrd bs‘ proraui lois; taken by the military, hirt.een Muham- 
madan sitidrnt.; had v-oiir oil to join ike nijuluslaiii fanaties on the 
frontier. Pa! rolling l»y I loops ami police was steadily practised, but 
f.kc luiuafinn in the Pnnj.ib couhl nol la* allowi'd to drift any lurbhor. 
II, was nrcos. ary I had idlVclivt‘ {lovvar shouhl Ire given, as soon as jiossiblc, 
in tk<* local ilnvanauncnt lo (hail with viialeiice and political trouble, 
dlir ;;pread *'f rr\ oki 1 ionarv propagantla. must be clieckcil forthwith ; 
violent ajjd .vdilinit,; minms mmit be promptly punisheil ; the men 
behifid thmn nni; {. I»c rrmovtsl ami interned ; (he mischievous activities 
of newspap^as, mm-t In* curlailod ; and cvm-y precaution must be taken 
to (Misani*. that tlm poiaoiiom"; teaching of o|Mni rebellion was kept both 
from (lie, urmy iiud ii'<nn t!n^ ])co|dc from which the army was 
nHuautial, 


In a. ;.ula;c(|m‘nl Icilcr dadid I’Vbruury ike 28th (he run jab dlovern- 
incni reported (hat the Hikb eoimpiratms anmstccl uT liuhore a-pp^ 
to be mairdv “ igmuant Sikh peasants wlm have btmn iiidiKd.r^ 
with mutle iib-uii t»i c»|iiati(v and dinn<a‘nicy America and h‘d to 
bdirn'e by Ibirdavat am! Ids ml*worIv<a^s (had ^ be made into a 

Utopia ill vvldch a’ll will lie erjuak and plague and fandm‘ cease to exist 
bv (he ;dimpk' exprdimt of driving out, (he rrildsh.” (hi the Kith o 
Mandi the !d«’U(enant (lovcrnor reported the arrest of three redunicd 
(d' the 67a/dr persuasion wldle attempilng to tauiiicr with 
trouir. t he ; ri atre of six iHinibs in ilie laHlliiana (iktam*^ the (lurfhreak 
of viohmi dacoilms in (he Western Ihirt jab, where at one plaxjc shops 
and housr:; Wii'c kmled for four successive nights and m another tract 
rohboriixs wrre organi^^aal bv tnamiiuils who aimounced that (jovern- 
meiit WUH in ditrieuIUes mu! that ilic UermauH warre coming. It is, 
proliable that tiu'se last-namei! outlnaudvs wmai 

emtgninfs, but by » gtmeral conUgion of lawlesBiims. J 

hrl tl.<. UM prupH-iy on 

hy UiH llniumr’n loltiT of l)winul)cr the lUth. OO- In ^ 

kiteroOheUlihof March 1IH5 ho sta ted that, ^ "J. ^ at 

ciniiirants wlio had puanwl through th« handa of tho ^ 

Cnh ut.ta aiul l.tidhiuua. lHi> had been intornah 704 had 

t.» their villagcH, aiul 2,211 had so.far been subjocted to no restnctioiis. 

Ho r«‘portcd tho appointniout (d standing district oommittcos of bikhs 

to amlt the local authorities in dealing with ^ 

ally in advising as to intijrunient*. Iteaults to far ludicatod that these 
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committees would recommeud the internment ol rtiany cmigrantw still 
at large. 

14:0. The Governmeiit of India was reluctant to supciiscdc lu 
^ . degree the courts and processes ol orciiaaiy 

Passing orto Defence ol But both in the Punjab md m I n-MgiU 

Subsequent improvement the situation was rapidly docpening in gra vity. 

of conditions. defence of India Act,. which siibstanlially 

embodied the main provisions of the originally proposed draft OrdunincA 
was passed quickly through the Imperial Legislative Oounci . Us 
most important provisions were the appointment el HpcciaJ .Irihunals 
for the trial of revolutionary crimes. It allowed nciUicr (‘onuiiiUucnt 
proceedings to these Tribunals nor judicial appeal :lr<>,ni tlicir 
A letter from the Punjab Government dated the 31. st of J\lurch llfh} 
describes its salutary effect ; and there can be no doubt that in 
■ quent months a highly dangerous situation rapidly improvctl. 1 he 
degree of assistance derived from the new Act aiitl tlu^ ri's^nlat inns 
framed thereunder may be appreciated througli ih(^ lol lowing 
extract from a- letter addressed to the Goverimicnb ol .India. Iiy ih<^ 
Punjab Government on the 30th September 1915: Action luns been 
taken against twenty-five persoiis duiing the past ford. night iiiidor rule. 
3 framed under section 12 of the Defence of India Act. Ninof t^m 
of these are followers of one Mani Singh, froni w1h.)Sc possession a 
quantity of seditious papers were recovered on the 2()t.h of June, iri tht^ 
Jhind State. These papers, which were written by Mani Singh, 
purported to be revelations of God, and the most recent wm’e of a. v<M'y 
objectionable nature, gloating over the success of the Gernmn anus and 
predicting the downfall of the British. Action has been ia,k(‘ti against 
19 of Mani Singh’s following in Bribish territory who appear lo ha,ve 
been engaged in intrigue and in circulating false nnnours about t he 
war.” 

141. The only other revolutionary iilTeiiees 
■which we need mention are-- 


A few remaining outrages. 


(a) The discovery of arms and seditious literature at d’hikrhviiia, 

Gurdaspore, on the 3rd of April 1915. 

(b) The murder of a loyal zaildaiv Chanda Singh, iu the lloshiarpur 

district on* the 25th of the sanie inonth. Two rctunuMi 
emigrants were hanged for this. 

(c) A loyal gentleman named Saixlar Bahadur Acchar Singh uun 

murdered in Amritsar district on tlic dth of June 1915 by 
two returned emigrants, who were caught aud luingtHl. 

(c?) On the l2th of the same inonth an attack was made <»u a" 
military guard posted at a,, railway bridge in the same district 
by a gang of revolutiojiaries. The non-commissioruKl of fitter 
in charge of the guard and the sentry were killed. Four 
sepoys were wounded and all the rifles aixd ammunition 
were carried off. The gang was promptly arrested aiul 
the arms, were 

" ' "■ 
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(e) On ilie Dvd of Au<!^ust ]t)l5 one Kapiir Singli, who had given 
t‘\ iilenoo 111 tln^ Laliore eoiiKjiiracy case, vms murdered. 


142. On idm Ifith of July 1015 a deputation of the leading Sikhs of 

order eompletoly restored, Amritsar district waited upon the Deputy 

(jommiHBioncr with the object of devising 
niDadiM id rtnudV(‘ i.lu^. sMgina which the conduct of the returned emigrants 
had adiiu’hcd i.o tln^ir miilou, and this incident probably expressed a 
whlnspnaad foiling, for I, he (Ihadr movement in the Punjab was then 
r:i[Hdly Hubsiding. 


On (be bisl, of Jjinuary 1916 the Pimjab Goyerninent wrote : “ The 
ref urinal (miigra.ni-s arnong the Bikhs are reported to be settling down, 
and tln‘ finding airiung Biklis gimerally is reported to be more satis- 
faeiory than a.(* any i/une for some years. The gallant bebaviour of 
Bikh r<‘gimeniH at. t,iie. froni» lias done mueli 1.o restore tlie amour propre 
of the comnunnly, which wa,s a[)prehenBive tliat its good name would 
snfTer from fln^ crim<‘s of f.ln^ returned emigrants. Tdiere could be no 
Indior pr<Jof of the eoidldenee of tlie people in tlic stability of the 
(!ov(‘riinnmt Omn f in* faei; iliat 15,000 acres of Oovernnient waste land 
wen* sold on lh(» 2pth and 2lst January at Montgomery at a rate of 
Its. ISO par acre. Many of the purchasers were Sikh sardars or peasant 
pojprietnrs.'' 


J4d. Nine hatches 

Lalior© 'eurtsfilracy trialn. 


Af conspirators were tried by Special Tribunals 
iionstituted under the Befence of India Act. 
In one of tliese cases 01 accused were before 


ihe court, tiu're werc^ 404 prosecution 'wituesseB, and 228 persons were 
(■alh^l us wii nesfU's by the defence. In another the accused numbered 
74, ilu* prosocnt-ion witnesses 2105, and the defence witnesses 1,042. 
In it third the figinH*s wc^n*. 12, 80 and 44. As a result of all the cases, 
2H piu’son.H were iiangtwl, 2f) were acquitted, and tlio rest were sentenced 
til t ranspiU'laf ion nr imprisonment. Some mutinous soldiers of two 
r 'giimmis wi*r<^ t.ricd liy court- martial, and a few murderers, dacoits 
ami train wreckers were dealt with by the ordinary courts. 

We havu's alrt‘ady narrated the main facts elicited by the con- 
r.pirm^y trials, n'he first Tribunal observed in their judgment thayVa 
wavt^ tif siulit ion hud been ebbing and flowing in ihe Punjab since 1907. 

reeitiul the doings of llardayal in America, the arrival of the 
emigrants in the Punjab, the coming of Ganesh Pingley, the principal 
crinu*H (umuniited by the i*evoliitionaries, the a.Trangements made by 
Hash Behari and his associates for a general rising. Among other 
things a declaration of war had been drawn up ; instruments liad been 
(‘ollected for dc^stroying railways and telegraph wires. The Tribunal 
<*ommented on minor dacoities and on attempts which had failed either 
from laede of courage in the robbers because there were armed pensioned 
sohlic*.rs living in the village which was to be the object of attack, or 
Immmm the police had been orior some other reason. Ihey 

obmwvad tliiifc the ahoif had placed the seduction of troops 

in ihe forefront of its objectives and that various efforts with tins ob]eCt 
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>vere made by some of the associates, both at ports on the way to India 
th. country. Eash Behari was prominent in co-ordinating 

Snba q-"’ 1 d Pingley, a Ludhiana student named 

,;LLx and. other persons as his instruments. GJ/adr 

Meen i ^'®!n t, approached at 

SSl’ Allahabad, Benares, Fyzabad, Lucknow, in the 

United Pro\mces. The success attained was extremely small but 
the seed sown must have caused some tragedies had not the plan for 
a concerted rising on the 21st of February been nipped in the bud The 

SSm Sidlrfhe "\the pr^Jagation^if ^^litiW^ 

iurrnS states 

payment states . There is no doubt the establishment of a nress 

Th^tuc^srS'lerf® cles%ns. 

in ArnTrirwarsufflivn^ 

a Sr r,Z% ^ encouragement for this course to be adopted 
brthaWhS iftaVr^^^^^^^ that Indians are easily swlyed 
and the establishment ef . b ^ material collected in Amritnnr 

WhiaL:?“dt?bed'i:a“etd™‘:S S fe'- “y'T ,r' 

named Lohatbadi was also made a bomb cental ^ 

Indlt rgraltd" 

into the Pnijab Zd » raT Z thff' 

Some pistols and amimmii-in F ^ sweet shower of guns.” 

BehariZtribuZCZ^^^^^^^ 

but most fortunately for the nublie too were colleeted, 

was a serious difficulty andZe rtlf of sufficient arms 

and Mian Mir arsenals collapsed. ^ attacking the Forozepore 

those who plottedZd^ ZZT and loaders; 

massacre and rapine. But the men murder, 

few exceptions, the implements fnr ^ second case were, with 

out of the movement soinafterV]dL n?r"'^^^ outrages who dropped 

the first batch of convicts wL Bha ^ “ partiqular crime. Among 
This man left India of 1909 notoriety. “ 

England in December 1913 L? America vid 

Hardayal. He had written and pubhZ? Ih Z 

a history of India the purpose ofZ f 1 outbreak of war 

brmg His Majesty’s Government in India^' found, was “ to 

and to further the general obiects of + 1 ^ contempt 

foirndto bea leade?intheSofthe b^^^^^^^^^ He wls 

was '“gley, the Maratha, already alIuded°to^™*°^^' oonvict 

144. Tie judgment in tip ao^ j 

sdiUon was actively pweid m°Sw<! , ** 

_____ a vmages,, and among regiments 

. ^ Se© para^pli 122, ^ 




men 



were iiisirucicil to liulil t in roacliness to rise and massacre 

when ihe sit'nal was •'iven. Kven after the Fehruary failure efforts 
coutinued, anil a ])!ai'i' eaUeil Dliuilile was nuule a rendezvous of revo- 
lutioiuiries. 'i'he aid of Mh> loeaf seliooliiuister vva.s enlisted and his 
school lieeanie a hoin-e of rail for the. confederates. A detachment 
from a, re^'imeid. on j^uard al. a. railway bridge was attacked on tlie 11th 
of June Ibln ; iwo men thereof were mnrdered ; and the nviirderers, on 
tlieir wav home, killed t wo other men, five of the gang, however, 
were Soon arreslod and hanged. 

'I'lie jiidgmi'iit. reeiti'S evitlence which show that it waia iflainly 
want of arms that- |it’evented a larg'o rising in December 1!)14-. The 
Tribunal fouml that the sedut lion of .students was carried out on all 
possible oeeasinns. .‘aieb indiirements being offered as tlu.it “studies 
sbould lie droppeil as limy la light, only slavery; all who helped (the 
reliellion) were to be given high olliee ; the rising would be inaugurated 
liy tin* arrival of !eaib‘rs from foreign I'ounlries in aeroplanes; and the 
State woulil crown Hardayal as King.” Villagers loo were enlisted, 
some inlbieucei! by faiiatiral exeileinont, some liy cupidity and hopes 
of loot..; and po.ssilily some fearing that, if they did not, they would 
lie left bidiiml wln*n the revolnt ionaries succeeded in their objects. 
Advantage bad Imen lakeit of the Delhi tein})le wall incident to persuade 
some fannliral Sikh.'i that their religdmi was threatened. 

The judgment stales that the " (i/iftdr newspaper and its progeny 
(verses, ieatlet.:. etc.) were di-lrilmletl in every place where the revolu- 
tionariea hopeil to f'aiii adherents, and parlii'iilarly among troops.” 

The Tribunal eom ludeil that not only had the erimes recited in the 
original ease been eommilted. but that oilier murders had been com- 
mitted or projected. 

Kvidem e given in I lie tidn! iaihore conspiracy ease supported the 
finding of the .Mandalay Spei ial Tribunal that certain revolutionaries, 
three at. hae t from < 'anada. lolierfed in Biiiikok and engaged in a 
plot, to invade India by way of Burma. The I’uujab Tribunal wrote : 
“ Wi* iiave clear < vid' ime I hat lids design did exist, and that it was 
part am! parcel of tin* A'/r o/r movement in which (ierman agents were 
roiieenied. ... It is (| idle clear Mult some scheme .for causing 
(rouble to the Britisli (lovernmeiit. to be developed in Siam, had 
been batelied I'V I lie leader of the movement in San Francisco 

in conjum tieii wit h (lermans.” Ijater on the judgment runs : “ We 
have seen Mini f In* ‘ Jugautiir Asram ’ (at Sanfrancisco) was placarded 
with a sheet.: ‘ Do not fight the Germans. They are our Mends;’ 
and Mds wa.n elearly llie (ilhoilr inof.to after war {sic). We have seen 
that t he lii.erut.ure priat.o I at the (Jluidr offices was taken away personally 
by the <b‘nnnn Consul for distribution among Indians everywhere ; we 
have seen that Germany paid for Indian Agents to be sent to Afghanis- 
tan. Siam Manila, Thibet and Turkey from America, to stir up trouble 
against Britain ; that the German Consul in San Francisco was in close 
connection with Ram Ghandra ; and that the Consul-General in New 
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York was forwarding Indian revolutionaries at his own expense to 
Ctermaiiy to help in such ways as they could/’ 1 he judgment goes 
Oil to refer to the evidence of a witness once a paid agent of Germany, 
his association at the India House with Hardayal, and at Eio Janeiro 
with Ajit Singh, “ the revolutionists of 1907, at whose instigation lie 
set out to Berlin for revolutionary work.” He reached Berlin iji IVIarcli 
1915, and^ there met Hardayal and other wenJoiowri Indian revolu- 
tionaries, who were the leaders of an Indian Eevolntionary Society 
in Berlin. This society, which aimed at establishing a republic in Iiuliii, 
lie d Qpnstant meetings attended by Turks, Egyptians, German oilicn’als, 
and most noteworthy of all, German ex-professors and ex-niissio.iuiri(‘s 
who, m their time, had received the hospitality of the Britisli Hovevn- 
ment in India. Hardayal and Chattopadhyaya were in daily coiniuinu- 
cataon with the Gterrnan Eoreign Office. To carry out tlie revolution 
m Inciia, there was an Oriental Bureau for translating and disseinimii.- . 
mg inflammatory literature to the Indian prisoners of war in ( Jennuiiy 
Inflammatory letters, drafted by the German Government and addivsscci 
0 Indian Brmces as from the German authorities, were transiatrui and 
printed, and meetings were held in which the conimon obj('('t.s of India 
and Germmiy ^ chlated upon, these meetings being somei-inn^.M juv- 
sided over by highly placed German officials. ’ The witness was Hvnt back 
nnf arrival to the German (Consul, wlio 

to the r/r “ '"f to convey 20,000 clollais of German inon.-v 

to the revolutionaries in Inrlia. Tn America lie met other Gornmnm 


Tinoliyv, T, I 7r. J.U Aiiienca ue met otlier (. 

rl,P S’ J^<=°t)son and Sterneeb, and his connection with these men ami 
the .Siamese expedition we have already discussed.’’ 

Fakb^of mM/fri 'f notice here. In one Lai Gliand 

tht of conspiracy to wage war npou 

tne ^mg and of sedition. He was transported for ten yeaiu 

0 . Under the Defence of India Act 30 persons wore interned in 

Action taken under the were restrjpted to their villages, 20 

Defence of India were restricted to other village.s. Under the 
Regulations. .I^yessJ^o India Ordinanoe 331 persinis were 

1917, of whom 224 I>e«eml)('r 

April 1915. Two hundred amr/l- period October 1914 to 

Of the emigrant revoktrJe^^^^ 

their villages We are infnrTno i +i ’' a restricted Pi 

of the Sikh advisory committTes^i« ^ so valuable has been the work 
relaxations and releases so stronv i'^l'®'^J>’»ent.s. 

of law and order that aMo2 

continued to arrive in the Punifh f number of su.sp«‘e(.s 

from the Far East, at the end of llvT tt tX/f especiall)- 

in any way uniler the Innress Or..ma»aa . tohal of persons rostncl oil 

■ ‘ ’otfirstrestricKd ar^l. 1°. 

mition m the followiftof Word I ^ however, 



apj)Oiir<‘<l un : f lioiifmiids of |voT\sonR wIh) have retainied 

to Imlia witli rt volut i*Miarv iunl onl\’ tlinsiMigainst 

(Icllnila inhaiiio t inii wora inliTHial or rest.ri<‘i(‘tl. ^I’he nutjoTity have 
lilnTty." 'riie ( rovoriunont. of the Punjah have infonned hr 
ttuii they have ialion 'ilie frillovving |)rt*(‘a.ui'ionR :— 

■* 

(a) 'floys' hav*‘ l»y unlrr pi‘rvMiitoil hair ne\VR|)a|)er editors frora 
{Mildi. liiny protlmnao or alanuist; riuitters. They have 
t»nli 0 'rd tli(‘ proo-oo; orship of a oewspajurr which Zafar Ali 
KJiati, of llo‘ 7jinii}iihtf\ has hccn |)(‘rniitic(| to shartf. 

(h) 1 'lioy have iirolidofM} Mossra. 1 'ilak and Oliandra Pal’’' 

Ifoiu oolcriny, ihr jirjtvima*. Inforniaiijm hu(l 1 )(moi received 
llml liov'a* hvtJ i»eolh looo |»r<»|iosod a, leeinriog ioirr to spread 
llio Homo Uolo iM’opagaoda, 1 'hc (Ihadr conspinicy,” 
tho local (oo oromool tamsiders, has shown how ihc illiicr- 
ulo cla.'. c;' are M[»i io inP'rpni. a dcinand for 
wluoii ii\ mIocmIhI persons iitay seem justi 0 al)lc. Furllier, 
ulieji I Im provinec was heing called iijion to su|)|)ly the 
lanoa t po : aide nmnher of reeruils for the Indian Army, 
it uas uoipir. t i(»mitdt‘ Ihuf. any pcdiihail exciteinent such 
a: the. t* |oollrmen proposed to cri‘ate wordd he prejudicial 
to: jOildic. safcl-y and would liavc -a, had rdfect on recruiting. 
I'lia lei'M were* is*- ur< ! . son'ordingly, [irohihit^'ing idiem from 
t 'life I" i n file P I m j a h . I } I ssv> a r < ‘ st ■ ill in h > r<*ed * 


I4h/ It is evident that. iIjo (tiimir movement Jn the Pimjah came 
within aaa aer^ rrf causing widespread blocKhshed. 

Ctmclislom. higli spirited and adveriiiirons Siklis 

t.Iie inlervjd !ielwra:'*ii flmiighf. and a^et-iou is - short. If captured by 
inllammafory apimids, they are prone to act with all ]K)Ssihh:^celerity 
and in a fa; in.m dangerous to the wl»ole falrric (d order and constitu- 
tional iiilo. Few persons, reviewing the Instory wlrich we have 
sjonma risked , will loU hi* disposetl to endorse the consklered oj)inioa of 
tlie Pun jail aullmrilies lied " had not. Cioveriim-ent been armed wdth 
(•xlen:dve powers under the Hcfenee of India Act and the Ingress 
Ordinance, I lie fMot/r movement, eonid. not have been suppressed so 
lapidly . andilelav of preventive aefion a..iul laTiahution in such a case 
would' have increased yet more tlnMinKUiut of disorder to 
with/' 


♦ 1H«# piirMnipli 117* . 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Revolutionary Crime in Madras. 

117. In 1907 people in tlie Madras Presidency were excited by a 

UspiR Chandra Pal’s lectur- of lectures delivered by Bepin Cliandra 

ing tour in 1907. fe,!, a Bengali journalist and lecturer. He 

. , , commenced a tour tlirough the East Coast cities 

in Apn and arrived at Madras on the 1st of May. The subjects on which 
.10 spoke were Sivaraj,” “Swadeshi” and “Boycott.” His visit 
to Eajamundry had been followed on the 24th of Aiwii by a strike of stii- 
dena at the Government College there. On the 2nd of May in a, speech 

make the Government- m India popular without ceasing in any .sense 

t,, l™„I SJL -if Tt® British administration 

to SfofT Ha." ‘""“r “.f “ tho magio 

lauscter of the British power lay the strength of the new niovernent. 

bajpat Eai’s deportation from the Piiniab brono-bf- 

Sr d^ 'T' — 7r.,l;riSm 

buted which stated tW “ ^ ^ appear and leaflets were di.stri- 

deportation Mr Pal’s lecture of sorrow at Lajpat Eai’s arrest and 

to receive him in districts soetb nf-M 4 * ^ arrangement's made 

of May he a?d esSd a meSw ^ ff." Tf the 25t,h 

cutta;t which aeSrdinv to f » a house in Ca,]- 

New India, on June 6^11907 Sf, which appeared in his own ptipor 
P«> (woriip) in imLtoTIT" «g»"itoion of ikli 

worslip of the ordioery M hut „( fet o™ ‘’V- N"‘ 

times of trouble Eaksha ihi; Eali that is worshi])|)f‘(i in 

to of darkuru oltit Thel.':°d «'® -vml, 

were „hite goate J nS uJllZ K»Ii 

if they could organize nublie EnPaba Tf t • ^*^1* be a bad tliiiitj 

where large crowds could be collected and\oKn ? jiuictiire, 

put courage into drooping hearts. ^ goats sacrificed. It would 

paper of Mfy%?h“lS7,°BepM“S f d news- 

Madrasi gentleman, ” who declared twTi ^ been followed by “ a 
I^m the manufacturing of bombs and ntb-T g® abroad and 

^®jto meIdthem(eveftheCz2 GfMf*fe-l^^ weapons and 

«n<^ retiTO at bombs). 


-A 


fir 



Outbursts of seditiout 
activity. 


108 wliil.r^H (not wluto lambs but tliose wlio were tlieir enemies) 
uimI lJier(‘ l.lit* liri'.-jlifi |)r()S|)(M’.t of tlio whole nation lay in the future, 

148, Am ontbursti of i>u‘<lilvious activity followed upon the visit of 

Ciliandra and resulted in various trials 
in 1908. Karly in tliat year also severa.1 eo])ies 
of a |)ain])Iil(vl) describing the secret organijia- 
iioiHtl Mm‘ l?u:;:’hn)s wc,r(^ found in the possession of students in the 
Public \\(ulvM MnginiMM'iug workshops. ’'.Phe judgments of the High 
( hurt in criinimd ap|H‘als Nos. '191 luid 903 of 1908 show that Subramania 
Siva and ( *!iic!iiiMbaraiM Pillai conspired together to excite disafl'ection 
(owurds tlu* ( lo\’c!*tUMcnt by tlie (h^livery of speeches in Tiiticorin on 
t he 23rd II Ml! 25th of l^Mbruary and ibehtli of March 1908 advocating 
absulutc 'Ktnmij, last of ibese speeches was connected witli Bepin 

(baudra. Pal, vvliose ribaiset from jail was ex])ectcd on the 9th of March 
after a fnau of six nmni hs’ iniprisoninent for refusing to give evidence 
iu eoriurrliou with (duirges against Araliinda Ghosh, as editor of the 
Ihintlr Mtihintm. was (sil ha 1 iri the speech the ‘‘Lion of Swaraj,'^' 
au<l it. was anggcHtcd that. the. flag of maraj should be hoisted on the 
oecaai«»n. On tJieOth of Mart9i Chidanibarani, Ihllai delivered a speecli in 
Tiimevt'lly culogi/Jng H(*pin Gluuulraand calling on the people to boycott 
cvervtliiHg fiircign and assuring them t.hat in three months they would 
obtain .s/co/v//, 9'be t.wo conspirators were arrested on the 12th of March 
and OH the I3fha Hcrions riot bndee out in Tinnevelly, It was marked 
liy wlmpMalc and delibiuaite (h\struction of (hwerninent property in open 
defiance fu cunr.litailisl authority. Mveny ]mblie building in Tinnevelly 
town ovrrpt i lie Sub'lby;ist.rar''H oflice was attacked. The furniture and 
raconlH of t hose buildings were set on fin', as well as portions of the 
buildiugs tbciusclvcs; the Mimic.ipal olTice was gutted. Twenty-seven 
jHU’Mons wcfo convifdasl and Himteuced for participation in the riot. 

On the 171 h of Mandi 1908 one Krishnaswami made a speech at a 
|iuldic nicoling in Karur in the Coimhatore district, saying that in Tuti- 
corin sfrutlrshi cITort was p.fi great ihaii they had demolished the fardesi 
(forcii/jj) courts of the (^dliH^tur, Mnnsif and Police ; why should not they 
(of Karur) <lo tho like? There was a l()W-paid regiment : why shculd 
tiny not (*xert thmuselves for the simdeshi cause and to help their mother 
use t!n‘ir gnuB to shoot the white faces? If they did so, could they 


tmt gidi x#mwj , 


The sj)eaker was tried, convicted and punished. 


In I'omnnd ton wHh the release of Bepin Chandra a paper in Temgii 
sl vleil Kwamj, or the Nationalist Telngu weekly, was revived in Bezwada 
ill the Kistua district. On the 2Gth of March a violent article appeared 
on the iirrest of Chidamharam Pillai, of which the conclusion was 
*Mralloo! Fvnnffhi cruel tiger I You have devoured simultaneously 
three iuofTcuHive Indiana in a moment without cause, Yoii have been 
Irauagreasiiig your t&P. Ton fear-sM(?ken man ; it is natural 

for men blincled by entertam such perverted thoughts. 

You your^f bi|W secret. You have declared that 

the arbitrary rule is drying up at the mere breeze, of the 

^ n 



development of Indian nationality. Por tHa article the printer and 
proprietor were tried, convicted and punialied. 

149. On the-23rdofMa7,the27tliofMay and the 27th. of June ino.S 

The “India” and its staff. pxibliahod in ' Ma..lraa 

m the ramil paper called India which. roBulldnl 
in the conviction in the High Court of the printer and publisher, .Sriii i vits 
Iy®Dgat, 0 .. the 13th November 1908. The Indict Press Avm.s tlnm 
closed in Madras and removed to Pondicherry, wTiere the paptu’ u’n.s 

restarted on more seditious lines than before. ' One of the at!i.(T \va,s 
M. P. Tirumal Acharya. This young man left Pondicherry for lOnropi' 
in 1908 and lived for a time at the India House in .London. Tn 190!) 
he went to Paris. In September 1910 he wrote from Paris fio a inendn'r 
of the staff of the India in Pondicherry a letter in \vhi(?h he Siiid if 
^ey could not do or did not care to risk doing thing.s worth doing al; 
Pondicherry, the next best thing was to put their pliiiis into prju;(-i(‘(^ at 
some safe and suitable place and he expected them to do .sonH>f;hin<r of 
the sort soon. ■ 


150. At the time when Acharya wrote his letter of Sejitember a con- 
Incubation of murder. against the Britislx OovornnKniii, was 

Urr \T*i 1 j. -n 7 worked up in the Madras l^rcHi(!n.ncv 

TinMevdlv emu 

in 1910 anVk^T ■ • Southern Indiii, both 

AivL nrerli° 5 ^7- with Shankar Kri.Mhna 

obtflintriff o y i'9'be a blood oath of asmeiation for the purixwe of 
qfentlv ^ Savarkar at the India Honae and luid .sub.so- 

that English rule was ruining witnes.m'.'i 

if all white men were iS ^ country that it could only ho removed 
killed as beii Mr. A.she should bo f . 

taken a leading pL^n tSe tenlsT^^^^^^ 
could be obtained from Pondicherry i X plop^ W 

case, two pamphkte were Tinne.volly 
printed at the- ^ lawn 

Advice to the Aryans ’’ said : “ Swear entitled “ A wor<l of 

temoye this siinner of a ^-ex&iaii '‘''ill 

firmly establish 



1'iikr' au r^ilh ihai' as long aa (ho I^^Tmij/ii exerciser 
aulJulril.y lu aur lain I of tUiaia( a y<ni will roganl life as wortliless. Beat 
iho wliile !*hiylisli Fcrmijhi ynii g«-f, hohl oi\ oven aa yon, boaJ.. a dog, and 
kill him wil li a knife, a sl ii’k, a siono or oven by the hand given by Ood. ’’ 
T1 k‘- oi lier painplih’t wa;, tMlhnl 'I’lie, OaMi of admission inl-o the 'Abliinav 
Bharat iSoeiely . ^ Tlie irhmeo ahowaal tJnit tei\ eo|m‘,s of ca(*li painpldet 
had !>een aeiiti by imkiI by oin*. id' (1m‘ stalf of (.he Dhmvid pajxa* in Jhiiuli- 
clierry l.o a pi‘r;.on wlio ha»l dij (ribide«l and diaoufc5«ed tJicni with the 
aucjuaia.!. 


!5L Mr. Ashe, the IHstrief. Milgiatrati^ (»f d’inncvelly, was sliot on 

_ , ^ . the i7th of JinarlBIl by Vanehi Aiyar in a 

Mur cr 0 r. .* c* loUway ea.rriagi' at a. jnnetion in the Tiiinevcliy 

(listriit. Tin* a;iaa aiii was aeeoinpanii'il l>y his brotJier-indaw, Shankar 

Krishna. Aiyar, alrea<ly inentionoil, who was subsetiuently arrested 
and imnisln^il. Ujnm tln^ IhhIv ui tJie murdtamr was found a letter in 
the 'I’ajail iangiiage siaioil that every Indian was trying to drive 

out tin! Mn"Ji.ih ami ii‘;itor<‘ .’anov(///n ami l-ho Saiiatan Dlmrnia. Itaiua, 
Sivaji,* Kriaima, Ibiru (!«»viiid aanl Arjnn ruled, over the land protecting 
all religion, Inif now tin* Ihigliah weri! preparing to tsrown in iaidia George 
V, a. Mitrhkn, ale I ho lh*sh al eows. 'tlireo (.houBand Miidrasis 
lia,<! taJvWM a. vinv to Ivill (bnis'ge Vy a.a senni as lie lamled in tlie country. 
To make Iviiown (imir iniimlhni to oiliers,, he, Vamdii, the least in the 
eomjiany, Ini'el ilono, rhalv dei'd that day. 


15:]. In lilt! April iniinb«*r i»f Madame Uamah pafier called Bande 

whieJt was ).»nbliBhed in Paris about 
Paris jVlay, tlu!rc was some indication in 

nnu! i»f tlm urtici(!s that a crime of this nature was 
in oonf emplat ion. {f, euuelmh!!t with these words: * In a iiiccting or 
in a ImngaJovv, tm tin* raihsay or in a. carriagiy in a sho|) or in a church, 
ia a g.u’den or at a fair, whet eviT an tipportainity comes, Englishincn ought 
to 1 m* hilled. No distinetion slnmhl be made lietween ofticers and private 
piMtple. 1he -rent Nana, Salul» umi(‘r;4ootl this, andotir fricmls the Bern 
gali.; havt* a! m, brym to under, 4ami. ISlest be their eilorts, long be their 
ana, now indeed wo may to iho. hlnglisluuan, Don t ^ shout till 
y<Hi out of fin* wood/** In a Bubseyuent article dated July 1911, 
Madamt! rama tried l*» show that the recent assassinatioim were in 
aeeordanm* with t he leaehings of Um BhtHjwtd Ouht stating: When 

the, gilded slavi*a from llimlusian weropamding the skcets of Lon to 
performi^rs in the royal circiiH and were prostrating thoiiiselves ^iike so 
many cowH at the foot of tJm Kitig of Engiami, two 
couiitryimm of ours proved by their daring deeds at Inmevelly andat^ 
Mymciwiiigh that Hindustan is not alcepiug/'y {SuWiispeotor .Laikuiuer 
Ray hiul bci!n itiunlcred on the iDth of June at Myincnsmgh* -see 
paragraph Tri) 

ThiH article aiel l\w letter found on the murdwer scorn to show 
that tl«» jiiurdor mu dmxgn^ to take place on the day of the Royal 
Coronation ceromonica. 
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153. The result of the Tinnevelly consijiracy trial was tliat nliie 
Conclusions. accused persons belonging to different castes 

and grades of society were found guilty of 
consphacy against the State, but were not found to be guilty of abetment 
of the murder of Mr. Ashe. It was pointed out by the Court liow the 
binding nature of the oath taken by the conspirators had overcome 
the caste prejudices which are often a bar to intimate association in 
Southern India. 

Since the trial of the Tinnevelly conspirators there does not appear 
to have been any trouble from criminal revolutionary conspiracy in the 
Madras Presidency. We do not consider that there was any indigenous 
revolutionary movement in Madras, and bub for the influence of ^ Eepin 
thaudra ial and the revolutionaries plotting in Paris and Pondicherry 
there would have been no trouble in Southern India. 



CHAPTEE XIIL 


Eevolutionary Conspiracy in Burma. 


15 L Th« pri>viuce of Huriuii preBeuttmiaiiy features wliicli cliffier- 
(‘ntiate it from the other provinces of the 
mtMimimmrnmmn. Ktnpinu /Ifor ;,uir present iiupmy we 

iive fhifily r(>iu‘eriU‘(l with the c-oinposltiou of its popiilation. It con- 
l;ihis a t«»(al pt)pulation of upwards of 12 iiuHion people, of whom 8 
ujilliniis r»urmtNS(‘, 2 millions hch,)iig t<) frontier tribes, such as Shan s, 
Kamis ami Karhimn wliile tlic other rnilliou is coniposcd of iiimiigrants, 
.10()JH)0 Hindus, ratlier niore. tlauf40(),000 Muhammadans and 120,000 
i1iii)*'se, 1’he chief citfy of llurma, liaugo(>n, contaiiiB a population of 
ararl)' :U)0,{HIU, (d whtnn uinvards of 100,000 are Hindus, upwards of 
ho.uut) Mtdiainm.Mhuis (mostly fiaym (lujerathi-speakin^ races of Western 
lutlia), iolKM) (‘hiiicac, wltile 88,000 arc BurmeBc. Tliere do not appear 
In have lycmi any iudigtmous coiispiritcies in Burma connected with the 
ludiau n^volut iu!ja.ry movement, though the province has had its iiative 
('nnapiraeira, hu' tliere Iiave been plots fomented by petty^ chieftains 
win* liupctl to tiblaiu some form of kingship and that the British rule 
would in some mysterious inanner come to an end: none of them have 
given any stu'ious trouble to the authorities. 

inr*. Iku’jaa, however, has not been altogctlier free from orhumal 
eouBpiracy connected with the Indian revolu- 
cottsplmcy. tiunary movement. It lias been the scene of 
lirtcnniueirelToi'ts to stir \i\> luutiny among the military forces and to 
overt hruw Mie British tlovernmcnt. Such ellorts have origmated m 
Ami-rica. have hocn fonenntruted in Bangkok and thence, ■with tiro 
a.s.sihl unci' of (iennans, have been directed from the biaiucse Iroutier 
Hgaiust. Burma. 

'I’hc cxisk'Uco of a conspiracy in America and its dcvelopiuoiit m 
Bangkok won) investigated in the two Burma conspiracy eases k ed by 
Spc;ial'rribunalHinAfimdalayinl916. The fol owing ^ 

in(lc,mont in the first conspiracy case describes the Amoricau couspirao, 
according to the ovidonoo recorded by the inbuual 

“ V.4 o, the cviiiluuoii ef a oonBiiiraoy Counsel have not thought it iiossiblo to doiiy 
It iiiiii no argumeiit WModdi'WiK^ toll untlh^wauder^^^^ of men liL 

A«tJW>iatit«i W b® caltoii aniwhited. It -was resolved 

braiwluis. and or ‘Mutiny,’ 

U) enUMt and to start. A'paFr «> 



wiiicli was to be sent gratis to all Indians, and a .press tO be called tbe Jusithtat 

headquarters were to be 1 San 

Association or ‘ OhMr ’ party are deposed to by the witnesses 
rniicrTi ^ ^+* out m the party organ. Each issue contains an article entitled ‘ A 

Si, f°“rteen heads of charges a minsi 

British rule It will be sufficient to cite a few of them. ‘ 1. The fiSh L•^cW. 

fatforofef °/ England. 3. For the edit 

ToZ buffoTre IrtT sanitation tto 

SFrr 

:Sn4 «i;sr“ >■'“ '■"• ““ •»” — “y «< *” -X™. 

doffi t7nTa\yt3„gSn2t'^ 7"- >"«tiny and the free- 

selves for mntint r.,u:ii7- “ English. Again— This is the time to prepare) vour- 

and stop all thLe tB,xes1iJVut^yi^ug ^WmM “P 

p™a^7iir,E;ruvtrotrK,"°"^ '» “» “<> 

Britoh rr to free the country from 

Savarkar, Arabinda Ghosh, KriLinvann^lti^rT’ ‘‘^'•igh, 

newspaper. ‘ They have raised the fl7 nf* 7 “' “Sm ^ho Wwufr 

p“S/™ssL%s.»r-:i^ it 

banks, give notice to the native regfmette to 

and so on. 6®* ^^^-dy to ‘ raze down these Franks,' 

* * • • 

its object the freedom ofinffifftm t^Br^^ in 1912, and that it had for 

were to be driven out of India and the oouitry gov^Sv th^ n*’® 

The (?Aadr newspaper was sAnt a. i. u J by the people themselves. 

Indians, and it was admittedly reoeived*i^BM 2 tok *° rf^- there were 

than one of each issue were sent to various-MrsoM and ®®P‘®s 

that the spare copies should be distribntfid f.! Tu ^ P®'!’®*' ®<’ntains a roquost 

andM2). A rouV 60 copierwt “^to ‘ 

It IS obvious that so great a number can onlv hlve^^®® ®®'“8lcolt.’ and 

paper was sent gratis and no request for it was “ ®®“* <ii8tribution. The 

receiptcarmotprovomuoh, but the Set mStTcSS »“ 

ar:»' -Mol, 

persons loyally dispQsed, to tfa» wMoli reaoh®d 

' t X- ■ ; •; ■ .: , ,■ . a 

Ifiis 


COnsid(;rHl.l<', mirnlM-r ol' (■...pu-K wivi'c, i-eaching Bumia might fairly be 
infeiH’cl lueii Ithe Lm-Ii iihai* tsnoii as eiMiuOi'tSliij) wUtS iiilr’cchioecl for postal 
(,ionii>iunic.at:.imi_s, i.i,rg(^ .lu;Mil,i(,ie,M were .seized.’ As .mauy as 104 covers 
coiitafiiiiig eoim's of llie (lh,tilr, publislied <»i tlic 21th January 1915, 
were inteiwpted. 'I'hey e.<m(.ained 220 (hijerathi, 10 Hindi and 3 Urdu 
i.s,sue,s of iiiijwr. ( iuj<‘.ra.l,hi editions were found to liave been 

preitareil by one. Klii'in I'liaaid Dainji, who for some time, had been 
resident in Rangoon and laid afterwards gone to America and found 
enij)loymetit with Ilie, (thmlr I’ress in Han ’hrancisco. 


Ifhi. Among the. lul e,ovi‘r,s afiovt', reierred to, were found six issues 

The ‘'Jahan-hlslam.’' I,'!,;'' l^riowu as 

i liiH waoH ii, ncwHpujior urlic.l(\s m 

Arul)i(i, 'riirki.sli und Hindi, wliich Wins sl.ii,rled in (‘oiintiintinoph^. about 
May ibM, ^ Tim Urdu {lortion of it, wirs prnpjtivd by Abu Biuyad, a native 
nl ilit‘ Punjab, wild until IttliJ liiiil Ikhui employed usii tciiolicr and some- 
t.imes iw ;i el(‘i‘k in Pan^Mem iuid Intd Itd't for i<b,,7pt Jibout the time of 
t.lie (mUnviiJv of (h(‘ 'Furko Itaban wiir. (Jopies of tlii.s paper were at 
first freely obPi.in.iblr bol li in liahore iuul in Uabiitta, but owing to its 
violently anti ( 'hriiit-ian tone its imptn'tiiitiuu into ludia was prohibited 
ui d<‘r t'lie Sea t'ust om; Aut in August llH i. After tlic deelaration of 
vviu'ihe Urtluseel-iou of Miu priyiier isniiained a Hardayal, 
the origina,tor <»f tin* bVne/r, and virulently anti-Britiidi artieles by the 
Pgvpti n Nationalist leaders, Karid J>ey ami Maimur Arifat. In tlic 


of Un^ liOlh November PJl 1 a spi:eeh of Jinver Pasha was reported, 
in whi(‘h, ajuong othur things, he saicl : This is the time that the Ghadr 
•should he. deiTufsl in Imlia,, the inaga^Jnes of the Englisli should be 
phinderefl, tln*ir \vea[Hms looted mid they slitndd be Ivilled tlierowith. 
Tln‘. Indian.s numlnu’ b‘J erores at, the licst and the English arc only 
2 lakhs; they should be. nmrdm'ed : they have no ||nuy. The Suez 
Uaual will shortly bi‘ (dosial by tin* Turks, but he who will die and liberate 
the (Muint rv and his natiu*. luml will live fur ever. Hindus and Muham- 
nunlans, you are b«d h solditTH tif the army and you are brotliers, and 
this low degr.nled English is your enemy ; you should become (jhmu by 
deela-ring ///on/, and by (ombiniug with ytair brothers murder the 
English ami lilnnate India/’ 


Ilie ribertmm* in Gkdr in this issue of ’the paper was probably due to 
the inspiration of Ifattlayab who during his visit to Constantinople in 
Ht^pl.tmiber UH 1 staytul with Abu Saiyad and wrote the article for the 
paper which has alnnuty bciut referred to,- 


in7. Tlu*, despait^h of copies of the Jihim-i4dam in bmidlcs of the 
^ (Ikiif newapaper seems to have been no aoei- 

Pro-Turttim inirigiiN. It hL bom ascertained that, at the 

HUggimtion (if Abu Haiyid, Tewfik Bey, a prominont member of the 
Young Tmk party, came to itaiigooa ia 1&13 and effort the post 
of Turkish Censul to Ahmad Mullah Ba«4 » aambet of *ii«f Muham- 
madan trading ueiiitnuuity in Eaojgooa. Jut ^ 
of the war Ahmad Mullah Hand held the office of Turkish Cohstd;: * . ' ' 

W ' 



After Turkey had entered the. war l-wu liuli.m Miili;Miima,ihuis ca 
ho Eaugoou who had heeii iti Turkey a.s ineint)er,s uf the K’eii civl,'. 
Sooioty whieh had gone from .India, to alfurd me(liea.I I'elief to t.iie TiuTid' 
army iii the .Balkan War. One ol, theae pi'r.siin;-; w.i.s llakiin h'a.ini Al’^ 
who was sent out in Deia.miber I9M from ('(.n:;|.a.ntitio|»le a.a an einiv.'.j 
of the 'Young Turk party. The. other wa.a Ali Ahmad H.idh'd who MlZ 
arrived about the, end of f:)|.j. ‘ ’ 

Homo of the Muhammada,ua at. Kaiigeou were a,|. f hi.-i time in u 
disiiHeeted atatm In tlie. month of November the l;:ii|li Ikduelii.s li'ai 
arrived .fioiu i5ombay, having been tr.ui.sfenvd to |;,imv„m .01 .a, iiunish 
incut for .murdering otui of tdieir ollie.uvs. 'I’ln- r—inmn'l ruirsi.d'ed rhiOlv 
of Muha,nima,dan,s. Sotni after tlieir arriv.tl .Mnh.nam.idans at i:a,m,oi.n 
had eoutaminated the. men wil.h (he tenet., .d' (he nev^.-paiNu-md 

by January iStlb Uie regiment wa„% t.lmroughly di,..ilfe,.h.d .uid rea,dv"for 
mutiny. 'The lising wa.s, howe\er, nipped in the bud on (hi' 'd I, st Jan- 
uary by timely and dru.sl.ie a.e(.ion on (lie p.irt of the mdit.irv authoritiiH' 
who punished lidO of (.he plot ter, ■<. 

About the. tiiSth ol December 19M, leltei., were iniereeiil 1 il I'l'om one 
Ivasim .Mansur, a Onjerathi Aluhaimiiadan of Sin.-.ipo,,., (,, hi,; .son in” 
Itangoon. One of theae letter.s forwarded ,in appe.il to (he Turldsli 
Consul, Alunad Mullah l)a.ud, from (he Mul.i.\ Slide (,'uide.., om- of tlui 
two regiments in Singapore, iid'iirming him th.il (he repiment. wa.s nro 
pared to mutiny a.gainst t he British t lovemnienl a.i(d li'du lor t he Turks 
and, retpies(..ing that a Turknli wunJiip mipld. be sent to SimMiiore.’ 
.Intormat.um of (.Ins eorrespondeiiee was given (o (he .mt iiori(i.. . a.l Siti'n- 
pore in tame, to enable them to tr,i.n;:|er (he .M.il.iv S(.de, (oude |., •», 
other place bi-fore. any mul.iny oeemae,|. 'I'lie ’ .,„( hmil «, re liut 
however, a.hie to prevent a. seriom; mutiny of (fi,- o(her Sin-'. more reuk 
ment, the bth lidaiitry, who liad undoubti'dlv iieeii 1 ont.mimated hy 
Mu luumuadau and iimdu eon,spira,(.or;, he!„m,um to the American UlJr 
party. Some ol these plot, tens, soon after the SueMpom nndiuv fomul 

MnlVle;n7''\^^^^ T l W..„ one Mujt.ila llmain u//u,v 

Alu h. nd who had H-eii a ziUadar in the Court of Ward . .d Cawiipore. * 
ami had absemided alter liaviiig misappropriated B:,. "nun Me then 
appear, s to have found Ids way to Mamla. wl.-re he e.ime in (oueh with 

Jim *■' 

158. Meanwhile, Ali Ahmad and Faiin Ah had h-en forming a secret 

A secret society. ►‘^uuiety ainoiig Aluliaiiiiiiadaiis, \vlm.se object 
,, 1 , . in Hiibverliiig British rule. 'They 

m milisfed ll.e services 

tke Memim Muhamuimlan .Sehool, employed a 
well-known smuggler to collect jiistols and hail rules fraimd with the 

S^aiuI iVsol 'n 'f '••‘"‘‘’‘I 

.V.'. sx 
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biuifiooii. iis i.lic liciMl(ni;ui(,T,s of tJuiir party a,iid liiicd a post-box, Mo/ 

tJjU, for tlicir (MbnvspoiukMii’u in Itiuiyoou,. , 

liiforiJuitiiJii (»f ilu' cxi;;l(‘i)c(\ of ;i (Ikulr plot in was first 

obliuiH'd in April lUlip vvIumi a kUn' \va.s inlurccpted in Singapore from 
Miijiitbii liuhHun piviini; ifie ruinilH‘r of t.lui post-box, No. 340, in Kangooii. 
In tlui inonili of Juti(‘ a la,rge IkOoIi of G/i({(lr literature was found at 
Aivn/Winld}’ in Ivurina., near the'. Siaanese frontier, togctlicr witli two 
letiei's a^ldrra: ed to Ali Almiad a,nd Ibuni Ali in Kangoon. 

The </lof;i‘ eoniuadion In'i-wtHUi the Muhanunadau and tlic Ghadr 
plotters thus btH’onies appannit. 

It. i;’. evident that, at. this time a.ttenipts wer(‘ hebig nnido to tainper 
witli the i\Iilitary bolie(» of llurma., a. foriiiida,|)l(* force whieli ruiiubers 
l.bJHH) men a, ad is reeruited <’hie(ly fmm Sikiis iiiul lhuija.bi Muham- 
inadaais* tine ol tin* h'lieris lound a.t No. 1(1, .DulTcrin tStreet, was 
l^rtltll‘^^e^;e^l lo a. inhtbrions bnldi (//na/r/Ze fobiii Jlritish (bliiiiibia., iiaiued 
llaana.m Singli, under t he tietitifuis lunnt^ of Jsliar JiaiS, from tlie luilitary 
Toliee, Hihb t« inple in Bloulmeln a,.sking Ishar I)a.s for money. 

'riie (iliditf literalnri* ; (4:u‘d a.t. iMyawa.ddy in Juin‘ eontaiiied a leaflet 
n'prodiiet'd h»eally liy a. t'lhm'iad process entitled ''A Message of Love to 
Military bret hivin' in whieh tin* native oilleers of tlie Mililary Police 
wine imitvd itt»l be lempivi! In’ ineda-ls a/nd biulges <af slavery but to 
tlirow them iiways wai.li out ibe old stains of servitude a.nd adorn their 
bi'earts. with ttie insy-niia. of fieeilonn 

LilK In (lie iinmth of Augn/ t, St»lia,ii Lai ra4ha.k, wrlio wan; a, direct 
emii sa.r\' from tiie iihmlr luaMhniarters in yaai 

"Ghatlrt’attemptilowuii K.anri.si'.p .„H.. mc.i of tlu- Mounhiiii 

Uatiery sliitioinnl at ,Maymyo and lia-rangued 
them on tin' folly «»f sviving t toverimient. and (nuleri-vounnl to seduce 
thi‘in [lorn tbeii* allrgiamv. 'riie mein however, proved loya.l and their 
jemadar . ureei ded in lapluring Holum J/al, who had on his ])in*s.on three 
aulomalir pi, tula am! 'JVtl l ariridges. He had W‘ith him aJso )a])ei‘s 
which inrlmh d an ail iele b\ t he notorimis llardayab a, eo|)y of ihi‘ Julian- 
i {, slant, MW rial rojoes of a, Ftdmt aiipertling to the JAuthful to desti'oy 
unbvlievvn , rlaburata fminnhe for making explosives and a cojjy of the 
Ghatlf paper, i*uv da\s Utcr Narayan Hiiigh, 'vho had bee,n travelling 
witli Hnlian Lab was captured in Maymyo witlv a fully hnuled pistol, 
which he attf mpted to use aguitusi the police, a (juariiity of ammunition, 
copies of I lie Turkish Fahva annl a rmpy. of the Ghadr. Narayan Singh 
had been mnp|o\ cd on a railway in Siam and had come across the frontier 
from Ihid Stalls 

This was ito!^ an isidafinl cast^ of attempt to introduce mutiny ..and 
relwdlioii fioin the Hiamese. frontier. There m ample evidence that the 
Gkmlr pint}' in Aiitt*riea, in conjunciion \vlth the Gerniana, intended 
to train »Sik!is rctiiriiiiig to India to the use. of ^annsjn places along the 
railway whiedt was lining built in Northern Siam in the direction of 
Burma largely by (Jermiiii engineers and Punjabi workmen, and to invade 
Burma mid foment rebellion by Indian troops and the Military Police. 
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the sioiy of these saliemes uixi of tlieii* fa-iluri* wa.s iriv(‘sih,,;a.te(i in the 
first cons])ira.ey cas(‘. in Ma.n(laJ;i,\% a, numiuvr of (‘on:>j>irM.i(>rs brouirht 
to iustice. and punislied aani fresh (*v!(l(Miee was a, Horded of tlie a.<rtivity 
of the Cernuuis and the (}h(ulrileH in Ba.n‘jikok, indica-tions of wliieh 
had become apparent also in, connection mih other <h,‘rtniin schemes in 
the Far Fanst, 

Shib J)a.ya.l Kapur, a Sikh n‘(-nrnin,e: from Ameiica. by \va.v of Shamo 
hai, was sent on to lian^kok l>y a (hu'inain in Shaaiylta.i a, ml put in toudi 
with tlic Oerinaat (lousul at Baait';kolvi from whom he received moiuy 
to linaricc the Sikhs euteriii<jj Burma- from Siaim. 1 also n‘eeivcd money 
for a IJengali lawyer of Ihi-ngkok tm (maJ>li‘ tJie kdim* to go to Calcutta 
and got in touch with the Bengali rr'volutionists in that pkna* wiio were 
expecting to naavive a la.rgt‘. eonsigmiieni of ttcrman a-rms eomcwlnue 
in the .Ba,y ol; Bengal. Tliere is rea-stm io l>e!icvc that rcvol\a*rs 

were tiXixudHul 

Tlic Muhaimma.da,n (Ihitdi* {)a-r{y aJ. iiaatgoon aan* known t(» have 
l)Iauned a rising on the oiauision of the tUtkrdd in t t’iober lUBCwhen 
.English, were, t<» l)e killed insttsid of g<>a4s aaid eows/* 'rin* rising w%‘is, 
however, postponed until the 25th of l)«sa*mbcr as their arran^yViamts 
were iiot (aniiplete. During Novemiaer a ilhttdi' plot in t he Militarv Boliee 
battaliiHi at Byaw'bwc was disi’ovcred and revoKa'!:;, ds naniite and otJun* 
tilings to be used in the mutiny wen*, sei^irst. A<’tion wms then taken 
iindei tlu^ uih*s nmhar tiie l)eh*n(;e of India Act. aant the i’hicl ceiiispifiiiltors, 
including Muha.niinadaf,is, wt‘rc iiit(*rniMl, Since then f liere has liecn no 
trouble in 'Burma* 




CHAPTER XIV. 


A Muhammadan Cmrent. 


KUi, Till- ('cii.sim fijjrmTH of’l'.ni show that in India, on an average, 
of »‘V(‘rv i ('n r)erson8 seven are Hindus, two are 

Indian Muhammailani awl • ■■ • i.n 1 


Ilia war. 


Muhain'niadans, and one is a follower of some 
oMier religion. The Muhammadans are, how- 
unevenly .list ril.ute.l ; in (lie North-West Frontier Province and 
ill ilalueliir.iau iiin.* men out of every ten are Muslims, in the Punjab 
iiiiil I’enyal everv .seeniul man, in Homhay one man out of five, and in 
the I’liit.’.l !‘r<>vinees one man out of seven. British rule, however, 
fiillmve.l ehtsely on tlie (leeay of Muslim sovereignty; and the political 
imiioitanee ..f Indiiin Muslima has always outweighed their actual nim- 
l„.rs l!ut in fhe early ymrs of (he new dispensation they were slow 
(„ nmaveiale the ndviuilngeH of Western learning; and when at last 
reuli/.ea Unit under Weslern administration this must he neces- 
sariiv the wav «o nflii-e mul ].<*\ver (hey had lost considerable ^ound. 
Mn.-ii of (his gruuml. however, tiny succeeded m recovering ; and when 
.( u- M..rI.-vMinto ref.,rms of l!i(»K were carried into effect, representative 
.-.K .. in the m,ncl. of file W..n 

Very few Muhnimmulans were in any degree 
..unHimueies .ieseribeil in onr 
„mv!.m..nt towards the foreihle snbvermon of 

t,.nue.l Multatomndan was isolal.'d, weakly mippoited, and mainly 
in f hr rmiiJirkiiUlr rirrtntiHfnnroB of present times. 

The svmuadiv of Indian Muslims with Turkey was noticeable as long 

i an,i ..or,™ wo ss sr. 

uid.-r interest in Urn world ontsulo _.ferred in our 

by pan Islan.ie betwlln Italy and Turkey and by 

w.r ti.. 

rr|^nrdii]i|^ IVr^in was . diamnionsliip of Turkey 

iihiinefL Thi WPWl m foe adduced 


iiimneit. I Ilf ^ i 

niiWftpEpffi ciii fttl 6$ w ^ ^ * 

ill mpfurn 0f ” 
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Wien these things are remembered, it is evident that the choice 
which confronted zealous Muhammadans in November 1914 was one 
of some complexity. The declaration of war came from 9hrrlc(vy. Thil; 
that pan-Islamism should find no expression in after tlial- it, 

should contribute no trouble of any kind could perliajis Jmrdly Ix:^ 
ed.^ In the mass, Indian Muslims may justly claim credit for tlx*. ])art 
which they have played. This part has been prompted in some nx‘asnrt‘ 
by the declaration which immediately followed t.lu'. news of Tnrlvxy'.s 
entry into the arena, that the lioly cities of Arabia and saen’t'd slu iix'H 
of Mesopotamia would not be attacked by Britain and Invi* a!Ii(‘s, so huii^ 
as Indian pilgrims remained unmolested. And tin', loyal manilVr.h) 
simultaneously by Hjg Exalted IliglineEs tlio Nizam of n\xh'ra,- 

bad, premier ruling Chief of India, set a valuable examjde io bis co^ 
religionists. 


But among a small and va.gnely defined group of fanaiitail Rlubrmn 
madans there lias been a desire to as, 3 ist or join i.lie em‘mi<\s of 'Emdand. 
a wish- substitute a new Islamic Empire for prestmt lirifl.sh nde in 

India. This wish has borne fruit in proeeedingB wliitdi we will ix»w 
describe. 


161. In independent territory across tlie bordei' of (die 
The Hindustan fanatics, lh;ovince there is a, mnall colon v f»f 

^ . Hindustani fanatics, who go bv fh('‘ naine of 

The colony was fouiKled 1^^^ Saiyid Aliinad a mdive 
of Eai Bareli m Oudh and a fervent apostle in India of t in* Wahabi 
sect. Wahabis are an advanced division of tdie SumuH, Ixdn^vau'M in 
the doctrines of Abdul Wahab, an Arab reformer of the ei^ddecnlh' 

of t,he W. and rejection 
pf all priestly forms, and glosses on the Holy Writ. Kaiviil 

Ahmad, who a soklieimif hx-tune, a.d(Hded Wahab 

doeW^ Mecca in 1822, returned to India, wlieri be nccniiied 

L.t„ „„ aey loot part i.^a.iou7b1,,7r™''™7' ',''n7'T 
eerued m the rising which led iir> tn +!,« 

S.mbt.1,. of aei? ..Si i 









1C>2. Ill <‘lia|T{i‘r on Iho Ihinjah uc ivuniivioiied that in February 
1215 {iftuini Laliore Blmdenta left tlieir colleges 

”'lSd0nts!‘* Mtijaludiii, subsequently pro- 

(■(■(‘(liiq; to Kabul, where they were first placed 
ill idricl. delml iixi uud aflmvanls released and allowed some freedom 
, if niovemeiii uu<ier surveillance. Two have returned to India. Three 
were eapl ureil by the llussiaiis and inade over to the British authorities. 
Thev espressed emit ril ion for (heir behaviour and have received condi- 
tional partlnii. 'I’he whole lifleen liave been called by tlieir admirer, s 
the Muhajirin (the |iersomi who, i'ollowini' the example of the prophet 
Muhammad, liave tied from their homes under oppre.ssion). VVe have 
read tin* staleiin-nls of two of those wlio luive, returned. One was 
impressed by a juiided Iraei, with (hi* idea that Uie Sultan of Turkey 
Imd proelaiuied that it was feared (liat. fhe British might attack and 
(iislinuour Mecca and Medina, luiliaii Muhammadan.s should there- 
fore rise ami proceed to an l.slainie eoiiutry. I'lmy must unite in jihad 
against non Mu bins. Tlie otlier student, was eipuilly stirred by the 
Sultau'u proelamat ion and was offended by a piet.iire in an English 
iiew.spapei' wliieh he considered obiio.vioiis to l.slamic .sentimeivt. Both 
liad c<meei\ ed (lie f,d -e idea (hat the Muhammadan religion was insulted 
and op(irei's.ed in Iinlia. 


Ifi ’i. 'rimes lilie I In 


presi‘itf. firing fn the .surface secret and long for- 
got t en currents, '.rhe flight of I lie fifteen students 
Its siRniftcanc#. iailmre was a vi.sihle sign that there are 

in this eotmirv. as tlmre were tifly years ago, a f«'W Muhammadans who 
teacli that the way of ealvaf ion 'lies in waging war against the infidel 
(loveriintent of linliii either peivoually or liy recruiting for oi sending 
monev to the .Mujaludin. This fact ha.s been established by other 
evideuee. In .laniiarv IPlT it was discovered that a party of eight 
Muliannnadan ; luni joiiU-d the Mujahidin from (he districts of Rangpur 
and Oaeea in f'la (ern llein'al. In March Ibli (.wo Bengali Mnluuu- 
madans were arre.led in the NnrtluWe.st Frout.ier Province with 
Ra. .s.tini) in their po ■ e: cion which they were conveying to the fanatical 
eoloiiv, The.e (wo men iiml liceii for .solue time themselves Mujaludm 
and liad 1 sent down to fheir native districts to oolhud, subsOT 

'Pile •'round i'. pn*pared for such per.sous and their work is facilitated by 
false allegat ions of British oppression. They have helpers of a type that 
is not new but. Ima for many years been generally lost to olbcial sight. 
Varioim Hfufe trials of such helpers look place between tire years 1804 
ami In IMtiH some Wahabi conspirators were interned under the 

provisions of Act 111 of KSIH. The following passages from a book 
named “ Oiir Indian Musalmans,” published by the late Sir William 
(then Mr.) Iluntor of the Indian Civil Service, explain the circumstances 
of Ihew* internments “ There can be no little doubt Imd this Act 
applied to the confederacy which the campaign of IS'iS and the 
Huhsequent enquiries disclosed, British India would ^ , 

the Ifiinlier War of IKfilb A few well-aimeti arreste would have saved 
U8 nearly a tbmiwnd soldiers killed or wounded m the Ambeyla Pass, 
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and many hundred thousand pounds. Even after that war, if the 
conspiracy which the State trial of 1864 brought to light had been broken 
up by a vigorous use of the power of arrest by the Executive, we should 
in all probability have been spared the campaign on the Black Moun- 
tain in 1868. . . . Costly wars on our Frontier, severe judicial 

sentences within our territory, had alike failed to put down the fanatical 
confederacy ; and in 1868 the Government at length resolved to vigor- 
ously enforce its power of arresting ofienders. This mea^lure could be 
carried out without risk of injury to the innocent. . . . Lists 

of the leading traitors had for several years been in the hands of tlie 
authorities. The most conspicuous preachers of treason were appre- 
hended ; the spell which they had exerted on their followers was broken ; 
and by degrees a phalanx of testimony was gathered together o, gainst 
those more secret and meaner, although richer, traitors wlio managed tdie 
remittances, and who, like the Army contractors in the trial of 18(14, 
carried on a profitable business as underwriters of treasonable I'isks.’’ 

We find that the recorded proceedings of the Bengal Governnumt for 
the year 1869 contain the abstracts of charges and grounds of detont/ion 
in regard to each of these old internees. We cpiote a specimen extract. 
It relates to^ a certain Nazir Sirdar of the Malda district and discloses 
practices which are now rare but have not ceased to exist. Tlic warrant 
for the detention of this man was issued on the 10th of November 1808. 
The grounds for its issue were these : — ‘‘ It was found that contributions 
were openly made in several villages contiguous to Kalleea Gliiik in 
Maldah for b. jihad or religious war against the English, with the intention 
of restoring the Muhammadan rule and driving the Kafir (English ) from 
• J persons were arrested, and witnesses were exam- 

ined by the Magistrate. The evidence showed that Nazir Sirdar was 

y ea er o this movement ; that he had taken an active and prominent 
part for several years ; that he had induced several men to proceed on 
j^had to ]om th^Hindustanees at Malka and Sittana ; and that he ami 
his agents had levied contrihutions from all Mnsalmans on account of 

S’ ® showed that Ibrahim Mandal was the head 

centre to whomfezir sent all sums collected by him and his agents, 
and who received those contributio^^^ to remit the same to 

the fanatibs across the frontier.” 

164. Favourers of the Mujahidin are few in number, but supply an 
The “ Silk Letter ” con- in a chain of communication wh ieh 

spirator*. we shall here designate the 

estabUsh with the Mushms oHn^if^^^^ We sought to 

^ In August 1916’ the plot known to Grovemment as the “ Silk Letters ’’ 

of destroying British rule by means of an attack on the North- Wecit 
Frontier, supplemented by a Muhammadan rising in this country For 

l^uliamnaad Ali, 



Obeidulla is a ooBverted Sikli and had been trained as a Maulvi in the 
Muslim religions school at Deoband in the Saharanpux district of the 
United Provinces. There he infected some of the staS and students 
with his own militant and anti-British ideas, and the principal person 
whom he influenced was Maulana Mahmud Hassan, who had long been 
head Maulvi in the school. Obeidulla wished to spread over India a 
pan-Islamic and anti-British movement through the agency of Maulvis 
trained in the famous Deoband school. But his plans were thwarted 
by the Manager and Committee, who dismissed him and some of his 
chief associates. There is evidence too that he got into trouble over 
some accounts. Maulana Mahmud Hassan, however, remained and 
continued to receive visits from Obeidulla. Secret meetings were held 
at the Maulana’ s house and it was reported that men from the frontier 
had been received there. On September the 18th, 1915, Mahmud 
Hassan, with a certain Muhammad Mian and other friends, followed. 
Obeidulla’s example by leaving India, not however for the North, but 
for the Hedjaz tract of Arabia. 

Before departing, Obeidulla had started a school in Delhi, and had 
put two books into circulation preaching militant fanaticism to Indian 
Muhammadans and impressing on them the supreme duty of jihad. 
The common object of this man and his friends, including the Maulana, 
was to promote a great Muslim attack on India which should synchronize 
with a Muslim rebellion. We shall see how each endeavoured to accom- 
plish his purpose. 


Obeidulla and his friends first visited the Hindustani fanatics and 
afterwards proceeded to Kabul. There he met the members of a Turco- 
German Mission with whom he fraternized; and after some time he 
was joined by his Deoband friend, Maulvi Muhammad Mian Ansari. 
This man had accompanied Maulana Mahmud Hassan to Arabia ^and 
returned in 1916 with a declaration oi jihad received by the Maulana 
from the hand of Ghalibpasha, then Turkish Military Governor of the 
Hedjaz. While on his way, Muhammad Mian distributed copies of 
tliis document, known as the Ghalibnama,’’ both in India and^among 
the frontier tribes. Obeidulla and his fellow conspirators had deTOed 
a scheme for the provisional government of India after the ^erthrow 
of British power.* A certain Mahendra Pratap was to be r redden . 
This man is a Hindu of good family and eccentric character at 

the end of 1914, was granted a passport to travel m Italy, bwitzerland 
and France. He had gone straight to Geneva, had there m^t the notorious 
Hardayal and had been by Haidayal introduced to the German Ginsui. 
He had then proceeded to Berlin and- had thence been despatched on a 
special mission, having^ apparently impressed the Germans with an 
exaggerated idea of his importance. 


ttything 


HiZ? 



Obeidulla himself was to be Minister of India, and Barkatulla; a 
friend of Krishnavarma’s and a member of the American Gliadr party, 
who had also travelled to Kabul Berlin, was to be Prime Minister . 
Son of a servant of the Bhopal State, he had visited England, America 
and Japan. He had been appointed Professor of Hindustani at Tokio. 
He had there edited a bitter anti-British paper called The Islamic 
Fraternity, ’V which was suppressed by the Japanese authorities. He 
had later been dismissed from his appointment and had then joined his 
6^/mdr friends in America. 


The Germans of the Mission, failing to achieve their object, left 
Afghanistan early in 1916 ; biit the Indians remained and the Provi- 
sional Government ” despatched letters to both the Governor of Eussian 
Turkestan and the then Czar of Eussia inviting Eussia to throw over 
her alliance with Great Britain and assist in the overthrow of British 
rule in India. These were signed by Mahendra Pratap and subsequently 
fell into British hands. The letter to the Czar was on a gold plate, 
a photograph of which has been shown to us. 


The “ Provisional Government ” also proposed to form an alliance 
with the Turkish Government, and in order to accomplish this object 
Obeidulla addressed a letter to his old friend, Maulana Mahmud Hassan 
This together with another letter dated the 8th Ramzan (9th July 1916), 
written by Muhammad Mian Ansari, he forwarded under a covering 
note addressed to Sheikh Abdur Eahim of liyderabad, Sind, a person 
who has since absconded. Sheikh Abdur Rahim was requested in the 
note to send on the enclosures by the hand of some reliable hadji (pilgrim ) 
to Mahmud Hassan at Mecca, or even to convey them himseif if no 
trustworthy messenger were obtainable. We have ourselves seen the 
letters to Mahmud Hassan which came into British hands. They are 
neatly and clearly written on yellow silk. Muhammad Mian’s letter 
mentioned the previous arrival of the German and Turkish, missions, 
the return of the Germans, the staying on of the Turks, “ but without 
work,’’ the runaway students, the circulation of the “ Ghalibnama,” 
the “Provisional Government,” and the projected formation of an 
army of God. This army was to draw recruits from India and to 
bring about an alliance among Islamic rales. Mabmud Hassan was 
to convey all these particulars to the Ottoman Government. 
UbeicluUa s letter contained a tabular statement of the “ army of G od ” 
Its headquarters were to be at Medina, and Mahmud Hassan himself 
was to be general-imchief. Secondary headquarters under local generals 
were to be established at Constantinople, Teheran and Kabul. The 
general at Kabul would be Obeidulla' himself. The table contains the 

Td S? r - other high military 

1 ^ • Of the Lahore students, one was to be a major-general one a 

colonel, and six heutenant-colonels. Most of the pisons designated 

mente S thrSSf coiisultsd as to their appoint- 

^ information conveyed by the silt letters has 
?endered certain precautions advisable, and these have been 



In Dcccnilx’r lOlfi Maulana Malimnd ITaHsan and four of his compan- 
ions f<‘ll into Kritish liaiids. 'I'hey arc now prisoners of war interned in a 
British jiosscssinn. Oiialil) I’asha, tim ,si;'nor of tlie “ (ilialihnama,” 
is also a prisoner of war and has admitte.d signing a paper put before him 
by the Mahiinul llassan party. A translation of its promineut passages 
runs as follows: 'I'lie Mnhanuiiadans in Asia, Europe and Africa 

adornl-d t.hemselves with all soiis of arms ipid rushed to join the jihad 
ill i.tni path of (!od. 'I'lianlvs to Almighty God that the Turkisli Army 
and the Mujahidin have ovi-reome the enemies of Islam. . . . Oh 

Moslmns, therefore at.laek the tyrannical Christian government under 
whose homlagi' ytui are. '. Hasten to put all your ciforts, with strong 
resolution, t.o strangle the enemy tti diath and show your hatred and 
eniuit.v fm them. It may also he, known to you that Maulvi Mahmud 
llassan EiTendi (formerly at the Deoband Madra.ssa, India) came to 
us and .sought, our eonnsei. We agreed with him in this respect and 
gave him necessary insl,nie.tion.s. You .should trust him if he eomes 
to you ami help him with men, money and whatever ho requires. 

HIS, The facts narrated in thi.s chapter (\stahlish clearly the anxiety 
of isoim^ Muhammadan fanatics to provoke 
Conciutran. sedition and then reixdlion in India. For 

the purpose uf accomplishing their objects tliey seek to co-operate with 
the miemii'S t.f liritain. ‘i'lieir metlnnls of waging war range from 
subterranean intrigue and propaganda to open defection. Sometimes 
tluy send recruits or collect and remit money. Sonietiines tlie.y go 
themselves. Always thev pivaeh sedition. Against tlieir designs the 
loyalty of t.he geimral .Mmslim eommunity and the cfTective power uf the 
Govermneiil are (In' only salegnards. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Summary of Conclusions. 

166. We have now investigated all the conspiracies connected with 

The nature of all these movement. In Bombay they 

conspiracies. Their failure. oeen purely Brahmin and mostly CMt- 

pavan. In Bengal the conspirators have been 
youi^ men belonging to the educated middle classes. Their propaganda 
has been elaborate, persistent and ingenious. In their own province it 
has produced a long series of murders and robberies. In Bihar and 
Orissa, the United Provinces, the Central Provinces and Madras, it took 
no root, but occasionally led to crime or disorder.- In the Punjab the 
return of emigrants from America, bent on revolution and bloodshed, 
produced numerous outrages and the Ohadr conspiracy of 1915. In 
Burma, too, the Ghadf movement was'active, but was arrested. 

^ Finally came a Muhammadan conspiracy confined to a small clique 
of fanatics and designed to overthrow British rule with foreign aid. 

All these plots have been directed towards one and the same objective, 
the overthrow by force of British rule in India. Sometimes they have 
been isolated ; sometimes they have been interconnected ; sometimes they 
have been encouraged and supported by German influence. All have 
been successfully encountered with the support of Indian loyalty. But 
it is not surprising that, in dealing with conspiracies so elusive and 
carefully contrived, Government has been compelled to resort to extra- 
ordinary legislation. In our next chapter we shall show why cod^s and 
procedure devised in less difificult times failed to meet the necessities 
of the situation created by some of the conspiracies which we have 
describerl. 










CHAPTER X^l. 


The difficulties that have arisen in dealing with the 
conspiracies. 


167. Wc have now to examine as regards India as a whole the diSl* 

culties which have arisen in dealing with the 

Question obscured by the ’ ^ 


use of extraordinary powers. 


conspiracies which we have described. This is 
. not the same thing as examining the failure of 

the courts of justice in the punishment of crime, because the forces at 
the conimand of the Government have not been limited to those provided 
and regulated by the Criminal Law. The powers conferred by Regula- 
tion III of 1818 have been in force throughout the whole existence of 
these cons])iracies. Since March 1915 there have been the Defence of 
India Act and the Rules under it. The Foreigners Ordinance,^ 
and the Ingress into India Ordinance, 1914:, were enacted early in the^ 
autumn of the preceding year. 

These powers have been largely used. In the Punjab a threatening 
situation was terminated in 1907 by the deportation under Repilation 
III of Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh. The much more ominous jplots and 
disturbances connected with the returning Sikhs in 1914 and 1915 were 
crushed by extra-judicial measures and the ringleaders in outrage were 
tried and convicted under the Defence of India Act procedure.^ In a 
sense, therefore, dieSiculty has not been experienced in dealing with tkose 
conspiracies. The diflaculties with reference to which we have to ^report 
are, however, those which would have arisen in the absence ot suen 
measures. They would have been grave indeed. 

In Bengal the revolutionary movement (which began earlier, was 
more fally orgauised and worked in soil better prepared^ than “ 
Punjab) increased and flo^irisked contiauouslpfrom^l907 to 
Tbou»b Pulin Beliari Das was deported m December 1908 be was lelMsed 
in 1910 and for tbe next five or six years practically “ 
methods were employed. Even after the enactment of the Defence of 
India Act in 1915, its provisions were at first but slightly used. The 
murder on the -30th June 1916 of Deputy Superintendent Basanta 
Chatarii marked the end of this policy.' By this crime the revolutmnaries 

»ad limbers o£ it bave been gtaduidly consigned to custody. In 



this sense, therefore, the difficuitj exijeriencecl in dealing with the con- 
spiracy in Bengal has been from the middle of 1916 overcome. The 
preceding period of approximately ten years stands, however, as a period 
over which it is possible to study, unconfused By collateral influences, 
the contest between this class of crime and the criminal law of the Courts. 
Still the period since Jmie 1916 must not be wholly neglected. There 
have been outrages since that time, though they have diminished pro- 
gressively, but the Courts cannot be appealed to for want of evidence. 
One trial has, however, been proceeding at Alipore during our sittings 
and it will be hereafter again referred to. 


168. Since the year 1906 revolutionary outrages in Bengal have 

Statistics of outrages and 210 and attempts at committing such 

conviction in Bengal. outrages have amounted to 101. Definite in- 
formation is in the hands of the police of the 
complicity of no less than 1,038 persons in these offences. But of these, 
only 84 persons have been convicted of specified crimes in 39 prosecu- 
tmns, and of these persons, 30 were tried by tribunals constituted under 
the Defence of India Act. Ten attempts have been made to strike at 
revolutiona^ conspiracies by means of prosecutions directed against 
groups or branches. In these prosecutions 192 persons were involved, 
W ot whom were convicted.* Eighty-two revolutionaries have rendered . 
hemselyes hable to be bound over to be of good behaviour under the 
preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. In regard to 51 

oi these, there IS direct evidence of complicity in outrages. There have 
moreover, been 59 prosecutions under the Arms and Explosives Acts 
wliicii have resulted in convictions of 58 persons. 

169. The main reason why' it has not been possible by the ordinary 

Reasonslor failure of ordi.^ machinery of the criminal law to convict and 
nary machinery in Ben gal , imprison on a larger scale those guilty of out- 

(a) Want of evidence. rages and so put down crime is simply want of 

si.™ 1907. of 

Et “ obtaining legal evidence has been no 

doubt greatly enhanced by terrorism, as we shall show But anart 

to. ae po.po™ of tlo of cmae a. goographioal umt 

(b) Paucity of police. “*7 <>aken to be the police-station. A police- 



Botno as iiuuiy as 'I’liorc is sometimes only one investigating bfficet 
attiiched iu a laiiicivKiation, ihongh in most cases he has two or more 
acUiilioiial olliccrs to assist.. Tiio investigating officers hold the rank of 
Sub-liisiH'ctor and an. ij^dians. 

'riii-rn is a stall of constables, numbering generally from 6 to 18 
at.lavlu'd to each imlicis station. These men arc almost all illiterate and 
not. cinii!(»y<‘d in inv(‘st.igal.i(»n work. Their duties are merely routine, 
confiiK'd to siK'h nork as the execution of warrants, patrol, and escort 
of prisoners. 


ncsidcH t he. rt'gular police there is in each village a local watchman, 
known as “ chaukidar,” ])aid for by the villagers. He is not a whole- 
t.inu- si'i'VHut', is usually a c.ultivat.or, and wholly illiteiate. His primary 
function is Iti lo'cp watch and ward and report matters of interest occur- 
ring in liis viliagi'. to the officer iu charge of the police-station. His 
rcinuinn’iition ac'cragcs from Its. 4 to Its. fi per mensem. In some districts 
he is suhorilinat «• to the 1 tistrict Magistrate, and in others to the Superin- 
tendent id boiici'. (Ironps td chaukidars, numbering about 15, work 
under a daftnlar. who is supposed generally to superintend their 
work. 


it is to be remembered tliat tlio districts iu which the police above 
(If.-a-ribiHl have to do their work consist of 
- - seattered villages often accessible during the 

crlwiwuw* , . j "I ''4 1 It-- 4. A T4 


(c) enjoyed by 


rains m Eastern Bengal by water only. An 
armed band coming from a distance suddenly attacks a house or houses 
in one id tliiSM- villagi-s. This members of the gang have their faces 
<mveivil with musk.s. 'I’lii-y make a reckless use of firearms to keep the 
villagiTs at a ilistanci anil then depart. They have generally cut the 
(.elegra i>h wires, it any. When ]»erhapB after many hours or even several 
(lays Jill i.llieer of i*xp‘‘'’‘‘‘«H-c miehcs the spot he can collect no evidence 
Siitisfiietiirily idmitifying anyone as involved in tho_ crime, and, unless 
iuu' id the gang has been wounded and captured or it lias been posmble 
to cut them till in thi'ir retriuil, no clue is obtained. As a rule the dacoits 
easily muk»> thtjir way by twos and threes to the centre from which they 
set out. 

With regard to outrages in towns the character of the iraegular 
strci'lH with tlu-ir opcn-frontcd shops and dwellings must be borne m 
mind. And it must bo realised that the Benph diess 
shawl thrown over the shoulders and coming down over the h*mds m 
front makcH it easy to carry undetected even 
in a way that would bo impossible to a man m Euxopean clothes. 

Another difficulty is this. Where incrimmatmg ^tid^^^^ 

arms or documents are found it is otten HMd 
(4) DHRcuMy In !»"»* to bring home the possession to any particular 
fMHwmiwi ol wiiB, m, This ocouis where the same 

premia®, are .Kxupiad jomtly by 

Lu»0 or garden ia wed aa a mess or meeting place for a numb® of youtf^, 

. m 



Tte latter difficulty is illustrated by the following passages from tke 
judgoienfc of the Sessions Judge of Dacca in the Adabari arms affair : — 

I hold it safe to infer that there was a close connection botween the young 
men seen running away and the arms found, and th§t the garden was used as a 
meeting place for young men banded together for an illegal purposo. I also tliink 
ifc safe to infer that the appellants were members of this band. But I do noli tliinlv 
it safe to infer that every member of the band had control of the arms and {uuniuui- 
tion concealed in the garden. Unless this inference can be drawn tho charg<i against 
the appellants has not been established. . . . There is no evideno/^ of Muj 

appellants being leading members of tlio band. . . . Th'oin Lakliaii cdin iikii.lar'.s 

evidence it appears that the teacher called Sarada was thoir captain, who uM<‘d to 
teach them Za^Aiplay. For the reasons stated I hold that it liad not hniai provt'd 
that the appellants had the revolvers and ammunition in their possession or under 
their control.” 


It is also true tiat evidence as to identity bas in practice to bo over- 

(e) Distrust Of evidence. _ dilHcuiaes 

to wluoh we nave adverted, it 13 possible 
that the principle is a sound one. The same may porhaps be said of 
the feeling which seems to pervade these trials that there is but a slight 
presumption that a witness, however serious his testimony, is telling 
the truth. Indeed, even where a prisoner has confessed before a Magis- 
trate in a way that makes his statement evidence under tho Iiidian 
Evidence Act, it is common for his advocate at the trial formally and 
seriously to “ retract ” the statement for him. This is treated as making 
some difference. Even this may bo a sound practice. But if it is, it 
only shows how difficult it is to establish anything. 


In many of the eases where no one has been broughfe to justice wo 

(f) Confessions largely information now before us shows 

useless. beyond any reasonable moral doubt at least 

, some of the guilty parties. This is because we 

nave now so many converging though independent indications. Yet 
we recognise that a prosecution would probably fail. Tho position 
IS a curious one. Confessions made to the police are not ovidcnco. 
As a corollary to this thp is no objection to the police questioning 
suspects without a caution, nor any disadvantage in answering. The 
result is that the facts are known because they cannot be proved. 


ilU. 


10 Illustrate the difficulty of obtaining reliable legal ovidouco 

Hlustrations. (a) the story of the crime is from a 

Armeniaii Street dacoity. ^^actical point of view known to a certaintw. 

Sirppf - 4 . 4 . the case of tho Armenian 

mfv ®®“i“iitted m Calcutta at about 9 p.m. on tho 7th May 

1917. _ This case possesses many features favouring tho discovery of 
the crime and its ruthless cruelty should make it proLble that any who 

wS Tw a®-' It will be remom- 

iwpilib® shop as oustQi](i,«tSt 





ffurtiier, the dacoits went away in a taxi-cab, from which after going 
some distance they took out one of their number who had been badly 
wounded, shot him and left his body upon the ground. These are, 
therefore, important clues. Now we have carefully examined the. 
materials collected by the police, and the following is what is available. 
The murdered daooit has been independently identified by a neighbour 
from his own village. From papers and statements obtained by the 
police in searches in connection with their investigations of a previous 
crime, it was known that he belonged to a certain gang, but these docu- 
ments and statements cannot be made legal evidence against the indivi- 
• duals in the gang on a charge of committing this dacoity. Ten members 
of this gang have by degrees been arrested, and all except three have 
admitted their guilt to police officers of standing. Two of those who 
have made no statements have, however, wounds upon them described 
by other j)risoners as received by them in the course of the dacoity. 
The taxi-cab driver came forward but, though he admits witnessing the 
murder of the dacoit and washing blood from the car, he said nothing 
about it for a week, and spoke only when he thought he might be found 
out. His story varies and he obviously wa? an accomplice. He has 
identified as one of the dacoits one of the prisoners in custody who, as 
above mentioned, has made no statement, but at the same time he 
identified as another dacoit a perfectly innocent member of the public 

brought in for the purpose of the identification parade. 


The taxi-cab was engaged by a man who has also been found. This 
man was on the car throughout and is also an accomphce, though he 
did not take part in the actual dacoity. He says he recognises the 
photo'^'raph of the murdered dacoit and also that of another of the gang. 
He was employed to hire the car by another man, who has also been 
found, and admits that he procured the engagement of the car knowing 
it was for 'a dacoity. The two wounded servants at the shop and the 
three customers say they could not identify any of the dacoits. It 
will be remembered that two of the customers fled, the other, a woman, 
hid under a bench and the two servants fell woiuided at the commence- 
ment of the attack. One of the servants, however, thinks he recogmses 
the photograph of the murdered dacoit as that* of a youth who was 
loitering near the shop earlier in the day. 


The upshot of the whole matter is that there is no untainted evidence 
against any one. 

Another illustration that may be given is !he Bhowampore minder. 

This is the outrage of the 30th June 1916, 
(b) The Bhowanipore mur- already mentioned as finally demonstrating 
■ •1®''- tlie necessity of recourse to exceptional measures. 

A senior Deputy Superintendent of Fplipd ^ raderly, a he^ 
when nve r 



At that time in the evening the roads of that neighbourhood are filled 
with traffic, although the particular cross-road of about a quarter of 
a mile in length on which the murder was actually committed carries 
comparatively little. On one side of this cross-road is an open plot of 
land on which a crowd of Bengali youths were playing football. The 
scene of the crime is only about 100 yards from one of the main thorough- 
fares. 


The Deputy Superintendent was shot dead with nine wounds on. 
his person, one of which was in the head. The head constable was 
seriously wounded and subsequently succumbed to his injuries in I103-. 
pital. Both the Deputy Superintendent and his orderly were armed, 
but tbc suddBuncss of tb.6 attack afforded them no opportunity of using 
their weapons as they were cycling at the time. 


4.,. outrage, the culprits escaped in the direction of a main 

thoroughfare to the east of the scene. They were challenged by a 
constable on point duty in the vicinity and fired at him. They then 
Reaped through a small bye-lane into a thickly populated Indian quarter. 
They were dressed m ordinary clothes as worn by average Bengalis 

therefore nothing by which to identify them 
after they had got clear away from the immediate vicinity of th/crime. 

_ The pohee investigation on the spot gave no hope of identifying 
the culprits. . The only evidence available was that of the wounded 
stated in hospital that he would be able to identify 
shirt and\^°stripe7crt.^^‘^®®‘''''^®‘^ respectively a white 

serHon nf provided no clue as to the particular 

revolutionary party responsible, as many sections were 
known to have conspired or attempted to murder this officer pxoyioZy . 

TI16 general statements of individuals arrp«f in u i i 1 

ata a. outage ,h„.ed clearly SZ '.VeTit'tS 






If the above synopsis is closely followed, it will bn soon <,liat of five 
persons captured at different times each states tliat Ik^ and (,ho other 
four were the actual murderers and there is a ko'xI (h'al of conoun'ent 
inforination as to some at any rate of their confctleratoa. Still t here is 
no evidence justifying a prosecution. 

The two crimes we have just dealt with' occurred in lOlfi ami 1917 
respectively when the police had the expcrionoo of t;en y(eii-s heliitid 
tnem. J3oth crimes were committed in the strot^ts of Ouieutta. 

171. We have endeavoured to set forth some of the difliculf.ios al teiul- 
Terrorism. enforcement of l)he (srimina! law in thivso 

causes and chiefly by terrorism. This began with tin*, murder of Narendri 
Gosam, than which it would be hard to imagine a more tellim^ a. '.t o 
vengeance. The murder of Mrs. and Miss Kemuslv in A()ril lins was 
the first great blow struck by these revolutionaries. The .•Minor,, nroHeeli- 

tion was the reply, and the approver in that i)ro.s,'eution was liilled 
Bharat series thus comments upon this achievement 

ttond^brofThelSfmagkiSfr uncxpectel .strengt,!,. u". 

quake, drew blood from ^ <•'<' Alij.,,,-,- .)»il 

prison, in iron Gbains, surrounded by tbowa[ko7n*" ’''d,' in a lirit itb 



Tbe first of the Avenger’s history shall writn rTr liiuul. 

fired the fatal shot the spaces on.k f ^ >'>om. ni. h„ 

- echo of the voice ‘ Beware of the traitor’s 'lie 

My, ami 

been already narrated as occurrin*. bnoIv-Hlidars winch have 

rieUo Mneices at work rSa^.^l l »7 

as can bp shown from recorded casA 'I' ®^'tf,*efratos and .linl^'cs, 

(a) The commitment order in the TMo,ar,u . 

M . June 2nd iQ, .conspiracy mo dated 

(a) Nangla case. «« MUmin^ Hont- 

of the witnesses was one of the nofAKi by the imijoritv 

obvious that many of them 

able number showed such extreme nervA^**^ reluctance, while a coipsider- 
'fjen shown them for identification thirth «»Kht of the awnised 
efiort to identify any of the^tud 



escape at the earliest possible moment. The demeanour of the witnesses 
was a striking testimony to the terror which the gang had inspired/’ 


(6) In the Barisal conspiracy case, the District Magistrate recorded 


(b) Barisal case. 


the following order on the 27th of June 1913 : — 
‘‘ A week or so before the commencement of 


the case, I decided, in consultation with Mr. Webb, the Additional 
Superintendent of Police, to separate from the other political mider- 
trials as many of the ringleaders as we could find accommodation for 
elsewhere. Our object was to lessen the chances of the under-trials 
conspiring against the lives of the two confessing accused. . . . 
It is well known that some of the accused would gladly assassinate 
Girindra and Eajani if they could, and some of them have even made 
open signs to the informers indicating a desire to shoot them/’ 


(c) Baman Chandra Chakrabarti, an accused in the Madaripur con- 
spiracy case, appealed to the High Court 

(c) Madaripur case. against a conviction of criminal inlimidation 

under section 506, Indian Penal Code, and an order binding him overH 
to keep the peace. This appeal was dismissed with the following observa- 
tions from the Judges : — ^‘The offence of criminal intimidation has been 
amply proved by evidence which cannot be doubted. The only thing 
that we have to consider is the sentence. . . . It is. common 

knowledge that many assassinations, murders and bomb-throwing 
outrages have taken place and are still taking place, and that the victims ' 
generally have been persons assisting in Crown prosecutions, for instance, 
enquiring officers and approvers. In the present case the complainant 
was a witness who had come to give evidence against the present accused 
and his co-accused, and he was threatened in the manner already stated. 

. . . , We have been informed by the learned Deputy Legal 

Remembrancer that the Paridpur conspiracy failed because of the 
reluctance of witnesses to give evidence on behalf of the prosecution. 
Mercy cannot be shown to persons who threaten witnesses who have come 
forward to state what they knew. Assassinations and murders must 
be put down with a strong hand. For these reasons we decline to 
interfere,” 

(d) On the 18th of September 1916, the Special Commissioners 

who tried the case of King-Emperor versus 
(d) Qatiguli’s case. Bipin Behari Ganguli under section 395 of the 
Penal Code (dacoity) remarked in their judgment : — It should be 
observed that during the investigation of the case Murari Mitra, whose 
son, Prabash, is an important witness and who himself is said to have 
rendered active assistance to the police was murdered in his house on 
the 26th of August. This, no doubt, is responsible for the fact that 
several witnesses have resiled from the statements which they made 
before the police, and in our opinion must add considerable value to the 
evidence of those witnesses who have had the courage to adhere to their 
statements.” ^ 

. 



(e) A letter exliibited in the Barisa! conspiracy <!aa(> and accepted 

(.) ii»u ,5,ta. iz '■!;? ""’I’'")'”'* 

by tile terrorists. \Vc in:i\- (pnifc few 
extracts To one crowned witli victory— The notice, etc.., asked for 
by you will soon be sent. You should prciu^h i,o l.Iie liesl. of vo’iir 
the idea among'tlie students so that I, hey may not waste t.l> no purno.so 
their time durina; the vacation. . . ' . You .should licst. win ovin: 

by sweet words tlic lioy of your place about, whose eiiaraet(>r vou have 
written and keep liirn neutral, and if he jirovi's a itarlieiilar source of 
harm extreme measures should he adopted in his (iase ,so .a.s t.o leave 
no clue.” 


(/) The Oommissioners who tried the Sihpur dacoit.\* casi' in tlu«ir 

WSibpurdacoHy. I’’*'' 

l!)ib, observe: “In ca.s(-s ot this de.scriiition 
of a so-called piditieal character, t he hulk of the witiie.ases are reluelant 
to assist the. police by coiuini; forward and statim,' what, thev know." 

(ff) Mr, N. Gujita, a Coviiwel of considernide <!.\-pcrience in trials of 

(g) Mr. Gupta’s memoran- ollVnces, in a fur- 

dum. nislied to u.s states ; “ 1 have my.si'lf noticed 

. that in several wises tlie wit nc,;.ic,s have been 

seized with trembling when they went uii to I lie dock to id.mtifv I, he 
accused persons.” 

172. Tlie opportunity for e.'cerci.sing terrorism is increased by the 
Length Of trials. '•‘‘nwrkal.le hmgtl. of trial, s in ladia'. All 
eoiispiracy ea.ses are iieee.ssarilv Imit' as a 
large mimbi'r of (leople have to he f;e|iaratctv eoniieetcd wit h t ie* cilTenee 

c.harged a, ml eiudi overt act hu,s to he pn.’ved a.s a :a.p,u.il V 

huge nuin her of witne.s,ses must therefore he eallcd. 'I’he .i.dcnc'.. of 
tlie individiias may he all separate. Biif all emu-, in India .s.san to 
be protract, ed by the multitude of points taken ami hv the cruas cx.imina- 
tion upon every sirrt of collate, •ai matter of even- witness, however 

mdiuitc the t.iiiie it take.s to dispose of a criminal ea.se. t hoindi it U riidi't 
to a( d that man.y of the ca.ses to be cite,} would have liemi niiieh more 

than included more prisoners 

! !1 extended their evidei.ee (,o eollateral 

matters leally outside the course of proof. We may here ooinl. out 

that the preparat.u»i of a complicated eriniinal ease deinamls very eareful 

s::3t/,rs. 'ii. Kr'zi' ":;i, 

always presented as they sTJdd !» ^ 

M> th and lOfch of May UK)8. Bimjeedings were instituted in the 
* lid 



M^igistrate s Court on tho-lStli of the same month. He fraiined charges 
on the. 19th of August. The trial before the* Sessions Judge lasted 
from the 19th of October 1908 to the 4th of March 1909, and judgment 
was delivered on the 6th of May 1909. • 

In the Nangla conspiracy case arrests were made on the 11th of 
April 1910 ; proceedings commenced before the Magistrate on the 14th 
idem. The accused .were committed to a special Bench of the High Court 
under Act XIV of 1908, and judgment was delivered on the 30th of August 
1910. 

In the Howrah conspiracy case proceedings commenced before the 
Magistrate on the 23rd of March 1910, the accused were committed 
to tlie High Court on the 20th of July 1910, and judgment was delivered 
on tlic 19th of April 1911. 

In the Dacca conspiracy case the case opened before the Magistrate 
on the 1st of August 1910. It was committed to the Sessions on the 
22nd of November 1910, and judgment was delivered by the Sessions 
Court on the 7th of August 1911. 

In the Barisal supplementary conspiracy case the accused were 
first produced before the Magistrate on the 20th of September 1914. 
His commitment order is dated March the 25th, 1915, and the Sessions 
Court delivered judgment on the 29th of November 1915. 

In the Eaja Bazar bomb case the accused were produced before a 
Magistrate on the 19th of December 1913, and judgment was delivered 
by the Sessions Court on June the 4th, 1914. 

As a final illustration of what can he achieved in the protraction of 
proceedings we will refer to a trial which began at Alipore on the 2nd 
jamiary last, judgment at the moment of writing standing r^erved. 
In August 1916 a body with the features of the face obliterated by acid 
was found in a passenger compartment of a train which had started 
from Calcutta, A man who had been associating with revolutionaries 
and giving information to the police was missed about the same time. 
Tlie case for the prosecution has been that a gang- of five strangled this 
man in a lonely garden, put acid on his face, packed his body in a trunk, 
took it to the station in two hackney carriages (changing en route) and 
put it in tlie railway carriage as found. The trial has. lasted 63 days, 
though no witnesses were called for the defence. The learned counsel 
for one of the accused addressed the Court for 20 days. 

It must be remembered that in the course of these proceedings 
witnesses for the Crown have to give their evidence first before a Magis- 
trate. Even that part of tlie proceedings may take weeks, during which 
the witnesses in waiting can be threatened. Then there is a^lbng interval 
before they are called again at the trial. During this period they may 
be further threatened or they may partially forget the facts and develop 
discrepancies. They are not as a rule welheducated men, nor do they 
possess exact habits of mind. They "Save no intellectual predisposition 
to firmness in testimony nor much sense of the duty, as touching 
tliemselves, of co-operating in the repression of crime. 



The figures quoted at the outset of this chapter of tfiis report, indicate 
that a great number of guilty persona esea])C(l puni.Hlmicnt, and we have 
set forth some reasons to account for their doing so. 'I'liis, liow('V('r, is 
only one way of looking at the matter. By cnir 'rerms of Ihderence we 
are required to consider the difficulties cxpm'iinun'd in (hniling with 
these conspiracies. 


173, Now crime is not satisfactorily dealt with, however certainly its 
commission may ho followed by pnnisluuent 
”ions“rnd“pSsten^^^^ chocked th.'reby. We should llu^re- 

crime. fore have liked to have taken flu> Htatislies year 

by year and sot forth the relation lietween the 
convictions and the volume of crime in the snceia'ding jieriod. 'I'his 
would have been a most informing statement. We have found if., how- 
ever, impossible to present it either in chart, tabular or narrative form, 
so as to be at once just and clear. The convict.ions are often ho long after 
the offence and acquittals are .so numerous, that as n'gards thidr deti'r- 
rent or preventive influence the proceedings cannot b(' a.Hsigned either 
a date or a value. On the other hand the cont inning erinn* eannot lie 
correctly appraised either by the number of ca.ses or the [iropcrty or 
life lost, it would be necessary to look at the faints of t he outragi's 
separately. We must, therefore, consider thiH awpi'et of the matter 
broadly, and the conclusion we come to is that the eonvietions whieh did 
take place did not have as much effect as might, have been esp«‘eted in 
repressing crime. It rnust be remenibered that the murder of Mrs. and 
Miss Kennedy in April 1908, which was the tir.st- great outrage, was 
promptly punished by the execution of one murderer, while the other 
ony escaped by suicide on arrest. Further, thiH outrage was at om*.‘ 
followed by the raids on the Maniktala (lanleii and other revotutiouarv 
premises, resulting in the arrest and prosecution of about -It) pi^rHons. 
Many of these were no doubt acquitted, but that, was not t ill niontlw (iii 
the case of those acquitted on appeal not till nearly two years) after 
wards. In the meantime the arrests must have iu'eu a gr.>at blow t,o the 
revolutionaries, and it did, as we believe, cheek crime. But this was 
only for a time. The- conspiracy soon revived. A veiideihi was com- 
menced of the approver, Naren (ioHiiin. in Hepicmber 

1908, and of Ashutosh biswas, the Public Prosecutor, in .Tamiary 1!MI9, 
Ultimately, in 191o and 1910, outrage reached its highest point. As 
the result of more successful prosecutions some wreBdied hoys of ill- 

^ orgimisat,i«nH, <lo not 

how themselves, and it is only where there has been a sncccmful raid 

possible by the ciroumetances of their arrest or 
coiSou of Hol ^ of leaders with these premises, that a 

mremlnt L it T Conviotecl, the 

Shkms ul Alam on Ehsputy Superintendent 
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told tlx’ l'''rv(‘rsi(m.* Tiio roal criminal responsible for this 

boy’s !>.(■( \va:i .latin Mubtiarji, wlio liv(sl tor six years to corrupt more 
viiutlia till Ii'‘ Ivilllfil 111 till' I’.alusiiro alTray In 1915. Even if, 
iiowcvi'r, iiiiiro riif'laailiT.; had heen (‘oiivic.ted and the movement thereby 
cbcckoil lo I In' fslfiil of 111!' Ii‘niiinalii)n of their individual activities, 
wedoiild if it woiil.l have had niiudi ninral eflect in the right direction. 

An un '.iTiiinilou ; with the Samiti organisations, had 

(lone (heir work loo well. 

This is (he real evpliuiat ion of imifli that has liappcncd. It goes a 
vvay lo e.vitlain (he unwilliitt'iieH.'i and (iuiidity of witnesses, to which 
we have aireadv drawn a1 lent ion, and it nmmnts for the state of feeling 
(Hid (lie luihit of (HMoeialioii which kept Up the supply of desperate 
ytmlhs. 


17!. The Press laiw as it stood heforo 1 !)()8 was wholly insufficient for 
1 he einergeney which had arisen. fhoJugantar 
pirntelou* i.ogan Hiililieiition in 1900, and in the person of 

the Revolutionary Pren. j,,.',,,!..,- or publisher was successfully prose- 

cuted rtv(‘ (inte.i lielweeit .Iniie l'.H)7 and June. I90B. But the im- 
nri.soiimeit( of (lie indiviihtal produced no elleet. Each time a iiew 
irinlerorimldislier wa . found. There was no provision for torfoil.uro 
of (lie prei.iiutd (tw paper went on ai before, lls sale w.as so great, 
Hint ns the Phief .la.iiee pointed out, the crowds seeking to purchase 
it, fo'rmed im obaf met ion in the slreid,. When upon the murder 
of Mrs. Hinl Mi^s Kennedy in ItioH 1 1 ,,, (hm'rnmtmt became cimvmced 
tiiat the law re.|tiire.l .streiigllietiing and earned the Newspapers 
(Ineiteineiii In niTeneesl Act, litoH. andlatcr m the year, the 
(Irinunnl lauv Amendment Ad, 190H. 

veurs’ start. “ 'I'ln- seeds of its \vu’Uedue.s.s, said His Excellency the 
Vieerov iu speakinif upon t lie first Bill, “have been sown amongst a 
Htrangely impresHiunuble and iiuil alive people-seeds that have been 
h V lurt d l.v a .HVHtem of seditions writing and seditious speaking 
of t rralhld vlleime. vociferating to beguiled 

the evidence of tint riot ism ami its reward a martyrs ciown. The 
NewspapoM (lucitimidit to Dilenues) Act, 190H, dealt however on y wi i 


* A'jlrurh /n>m rtmfrmim i-rtmtartlu Natif 

l>mi)U»etl Mnyixiniie. bev fm?nwi Jnanomlra Natli Mitra in the 

Mtikliiirji «if 'illli ^ *^’*'^*j!* Jmmntnr lirot & vo^y strong wish to do 

liriifw find viidoiit wory, ftwt l Hiiamit.ul.AlLm* Bopnty Suporintondont, 

Itoad. H.* nm «»«*«»• atrim onU rS Tlmy mwoil Sa&h Chandra to “"'t? 

wiiti ctmiliit twi llie e«*», w >ie wi whether X 

arranuHinnit* for Ut(* eaaa I ” ihat i will bo able." Deponent wont 

Khali L »M« t«» Wiame-jil-Alain. 1 ?"*S{,^”^to„,ont no ns not to injnro Jatm 
on Uulc«'ril«» the m«r«b*r *'“• ■.■.-reb tf"' will not Iwinefit our county, and tho 

but a* I have thhikln* tho deed that of a hoad-orooked ^y, to 

liUKhm wt«« are ijnw blaniinx («? the wk. There are men behind 

show them tlinl I aUw am net fw W Bt^jement. the lojAra who 

nm and Jatiii, but I <io not ‘^^iftHimrforward and guide boys like mo m 

are iww blaming me abould im kind enough to (»mo rerw e 

the gmsl waya." 
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newspapers and then only when they incited to murder or to any offence 
under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908, or to any act of violence. In 
1910, a more comprehensive measure, the Indian Press Act, 1910, was 
carried. In the meantime, though the Jugantar had disappeared, other 
newspapers continued to vilify the British rigime, and pamphlets of the 
most fanatical and bloodthirsty character were circulated • We are con- 
vinced that these publications produced ever a new succession -of in- 
struments of murder and outrage, and that to this source, independently 
altogether of the failure to secure convictions for committed crimes, is 
largely due the continuance and extension of the conspiracy. These 
things,” said the Government Member moving the Bill wliich became 
the Act of 1910, are the natural and ordinary consequence of the teach- 
ings of certain journals. They have prepared the soil on which anarchy 
flourishes; they have sown the seed, and they are answerable for the 
crop. This is no mere general statement ; the chain of causation is , 
clear. Not only does the campaign of violence date from the change in 
tone of the Press, but specific outbursts of incitement have been followed 
by specific outrages,” 



CHAPTER XVIL 

The Legislation Required. 


175. 'I’lic liiHt part uf our task is to advise as to the legislation, if 
Positioii whon prfisont neocssary to cnahlc Government to deal 


special legislation lapses 
incalculable. 


elTccrtively with the dilliculties that have arisen 
ill dealing with conspiracies. 


'I’liiit a.s e.\pn‘.ssed appears to us to bo applicable to the state of cir- 
c.uiu.staiiees under which the difficulties referred to were encountered. 
'I’liesf! diffieull.ies have, however, been circumvented for the time 
being liy special ttunporary legislation and they have not been in oper- 
ation at tlic time of our iiupiiry. When this legislation lapses, circum- 
st.aneea may have altered and the position may be better or worse. We 
do not i.liinlc it is for us to speculate nicely on these matters. We must 
of eotuHt! Ice.(?i) in view that the present war will have come to an end, 
but we camiot say with wliat result or with what ulterior consequential 
elTeels or possibilities uf consequential eliects upon the situation. On 
tlie other haml, the persons interned under the Defence of India Act 
will be due for rcileaso and the terms of imprisonment of many dangerous 
convicts will l)e. coming to an end. Further, there will, especially in the 
I’unjab, be a large number of disbanded soldiers, among whom it may 
be iiossible t,o stir up discontent. Nevertheless, if we thought it clear 
t.lud. l!u‘ measiu't>s t.akcn against the revolutionary movement under the 
DefeiKH! of hidiii Act had so broken it that the possibility of the con- 
spiracies lieiiig revived could be safely disregarded, we should say so. 
Tliat. is not, our view and it is on this footing that we report. We must 
e.Kplaiii ( hid, we have not sought to draft legislative proposals. Wo only 
su;.'gi-st lines on whieii W(i think they might ho formulated. 

Hefore going furi.lier wo think wo ought to notice briefly the opinions 
and pntposnls wliieh the difficulties of the 10 years covered by our in- 
vesligid.ioii have, elicited. 

'riimigh Pulin Hebari Das and others wore deported under Regulation 
111 of IHIH from l)eceml)er 1131)8 to .January 1910, further recourse to 
these powers was not thought desirable. 

170. During 191 1 , 1912 and 1913, m view of the failure of the Howrah 
gang case, various proposals for preventive 
t>«tt mpemk tor pr«v»n- it-yisiation were discussed. It was mooted that 
tiv« Criminal Tribes Act, 1911, might be utilised. 

It became apparent, however, that inasmuch as that measure depended 
for its application on the existence of a class of persons which could be 
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defined for the purpose, it was of no praci.ieal u.s(> f.,r einer.ven.u 
under coiisidcratioin Other proposals were tluit lliere. should he -m 
extension of the bindni" down proeeduts'. provided for hy seetiou Vos 
and the succeedms sections of t]u> (fri.uinal i’rocsslare (,'ode to n.-rsons 
suspoctod of being dangerous r(sv(dutioMarieK or l.liaf. an ena<d nieut sliould 
bo intiV)to OH tho st‘(‘litin ndV of Ihv (h’iiuinMl Pm 

cedure Code tliat a court should be eiiipou(‘red to make a.n order for 
police supervision involving repmiiug to f.l.e p,diee in .'ases of persons 
vvbo had been bound over or (as aii ali.erualive proposal) in lien of such 
binding o ver. It was contemplated tliat under siieh proeedlire evi.hmco 
of reputation sbould be admissible. The.se .lisemssions in fJ.eir lafiT 

stages bad to take note of the revelations brou;di(. about, bv the sc'urches 
at Dacca and Coniilla in li)l 2. ‘ amius 

In 1913 occurred the discoveries in the Ilaja Ihmar ease, when seeref 

"‘t'vement was brom-lit 

to h ht and muteriiils fur the inannlaeture of bombs of tin' tv|.e alremly 
used m (itiier iirovuuH's as well as in Hengul wer.' fmiml. 'il e posit.ioli 
at tin, end of 1913 was universally regarded a.s a v.'rv dun' 'ero, ;rm,e 
Ciuvernmeiit of Imiia and the tiovernmentof 
„ ' <’1»»1'>I1 that reeonrsi' wmihl havt- to be bad in 

pt'iaons to Uegnlation 111 of I.SIH Init 

1 17 «l"»dd be e.vamined bv a jndieial 

od) and that the lucarceratioii involved should not, i.e in a jail. The 

iHi /'!r- Hurveiliunee was 

n il! 7 1 various dillienlties were found and 

and or ef r'H^ fT 7“" ''"""-“‘«'‘d that the forces of law 

ana oidoi wuiknig through the ordinary channels were beaten We arc 

convinced that that wiua the slate of alfains even at that date. ’ 

of mmiesiill'!! the Oovernment of India .submitted a nutubor 

w mt a three gentlemen (one an Indian) eon.slsting 

u'V ? itim 'luages. 'I'bey reported tlu7 

evlii ^ ‘''’'‘'‘‘“''I them, selves to legal 

Eastern nudVv. . "" "idespread coiuspiraey in 

subvert the (' tkugal, the objeet of whieli wiw to overawe* and 

evidence wit ]i r * 1 * 1 * f*i aeteii on the same cla.ss of 

an inmiirv of ^ iiultvidual eases us we have considered for 

both at that t im I?'! «PP>''iviatiou of the general sit-uation 

i 1 12 b 2 inipressod with its cogency just 



tile jKvriotl jifier tlie wjir wore, liowever, drafted and liad been under 
C(rri8i(leraiinii whoM i(. was (Iccidcd to a])point our committee. 

Wt*. \n%vi\ tlins slvt‘.teh(Hl tbe, course of discussion during tbe troublous 
yt*;irs l(‘a,(liiig ui) to l\u\ (M>iiuiuniceincnt of our labours because we have 
IVK, Iioiiud to iii(lic.{it(‘, a.ssistance wo have received from this source. 
W(‘ ar<^ liowcver, with, the future, not with the past, and it 

snllici's t.o sjiy ihalf ibough our suggestions for legislation do not repro- 
du<*e JiH ii,n ii.s!>it‘inble.(l whole any scheme as yet submitted, still they con- 
i;iio hiirdly ;ui i(l(‘a wliieli has not, in one comicction or another, been 
thi^ Hubp'Ct of (s*iti(‘al (liscusHion of which wc have had the benefit. 

J77. TIhs mt‘a,.sures whievh wc sliall Biibmit are of two Icinds, viz,, 
pKnilive, l)y whicli term wo mean measures 
Suggestions- Punttivn to sc'cure the conviction and puiiishment 

of olTenders, and Pmmitive, ix., .measures to 
application. check tlie spread of conspiracy and the com- 

mission of crime. 

W(‘ inay say at once that wc do not expect very mucli from punitive 
im‘asiires, lii(‘ convietiou of olTerulcrs will never check such a move- 
mmit as tliaf* wliich grew up in Jiengal unless all the leaders can be 
convicf-tHl at i-he outset.. Furtlier, the real diflicultics have been the 
Heurcit.)’ of t‘vid(‘ricc due to various causes and the want of reliance, 
wheih(‘r justiliiul or not, on such evidence as there has lieen. The last 
(liirKudt}’ is fiiiiclainental and cannot be remedied. No law can direct a 
cuui’t t/o lie eonvinced when it is not. 


Punitive measures (permanent). 

Li‘gislai.ion directed better to secure the punishment of seditious 
may take tlie sliapc either-^ 

(d) of cluingi'S in the general law of evidence or procedure which if 
Sound would l)c a-dvisable in regard to all crime, or 

{b) (thauges in tlH‘, Hvilistautivo law of sedition or modifications in the 
rul(‘H of evidence and procedure in such cases designed to deal 
with the special features of that class of offence. 

(d) Souu^ cluuig(\s have been suggested to us which we feel bound to 
assk'U to the first class, 

Iihslanres (»f this arc — 

(1) An umemlment of the law which excludes confessions or admis- 

sions unless made as required by section 161 of the Criminal 
ProcHHlurc Code. 

(2) A relaxation of the *rule of practice which requires corroboration 

of the testimony of an accomplice. 

fi'here could bo no justification for making either of these changes in 
order to facilitate prosecutions in cases of sedition if in other cases, they 
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are allowed to remain as a proper safeguard againHt iiijustict*. ()a fha 
other hand if we inquired whether these ameiulmeiits should he i,i:id('. in 
the general kw, we feel that wo should be embarking on an invi'sl iiraiiou 
which, though perhaps not literally outside our t(a'nis of ndVrmiccf must 
nevertheless be larger than we were really intoiulcul to [mrsuo. It would 
involve eliciting the opinions of persons of expericiua', in all pails uf 
India and would postpone om- report to a date whoa it might ho usolcss 
I Other matters connected with Indian criniinal procodinv 

may be well worth investigating, but we cannot ongrafl. an inquirv of 
that magmtude upon our task. Wo therefore onlv note llu above 

pomts and pass from them. . 

or two points which, though of general 
Sn h,!r’ ‘^‘Jvcrt to, because they involve no allei- 

Ses with the observance of e.sistin-r 

■conr^oi• particular, it is tlm dulv T.f Mu' 

natioVnnn®^ O''f*‘"'ination or moss exami- 

T “"**«^-«/™Iovant or addressed directly or indiivcMv a 
pmely ulterior or collateral object and not to (.im question iVl he 

directly ^^^0 clieit direct ly or in- 

125 of ^he Evidenc?Act. protected from disclosure by' seel ion 

consistent with the Indian I'lvidencc \c| hm 


!i' they aie useful 


and it is one of the disadvantlger of'Sr'Mulk w'l'il 

aomotimes tend to fetter the exeivme of inde 

judicial opinion in India might well broHoltod.'' 

utuloubkal rule of huv tint th,. 

«aSnrs\“ r"" 

treat the mere of Mm stuT^??’ oredit only and shall not 

iudicating any foundation “ “« 

to induce an accused person to disolosr^^-iTik^/^** tlu'cals 

make it clear that thesis no «« 

criminal acts of othor^^, We doLtThiS hy Mm 

ationof the-sectionatalh s7h a prtta 7 

ss5sss&!:?g;ft’^ >.^ t; 

, ■ . . j ..-t'iwf '™wiiw»lii?^!dii^ loic tliiKsuBaion ■ 





(ft) As regards changes specially relating to 
seditious crime, wo recommend three permanent 
additions to the law. 

Ill till' lirsl, piacc we think that a permanent enactment on the lines 
of Hale 2r»A under tlie Defence of India Act is required. That rule 
provides for the panislnnent of persons having prohibited documents 
(wliie.h may have to be defined anew) in their possession or control with 
(as we read t.he efTee.t of (be words used) intent to publish or circulate 
them, lu its present form, however, the substance of the offence is 
eonfounded with tlie, presiimjitivo evidence of it. The drafting should, 
in ou-r judgment, be. recast, and the penalty seems too high for times of 
peace, .seeing that tlie, uifence is merely possession with an intent not 
yet acted upon. 

We also n'eommend that the principle of section 565 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (which provides for an order requiring notification of 
resilience aft.er ridease in the case of persons convicted a_ second time for 
certain olTeiiees) sliouhl be e.vtendcd to all persons convicted of ofiences 
under (diapl.er VI of (he I’enal Code (offences against the State) whether 
previously eonvie(.ed or not. Such persons might be ordered to give 
seeurily for a period not exceeding two years for good behaviour so far 
us oiTeiiecs under ( hapter V I are concorued, and in default be directed to 
noiify their residence to (lovernnuint, who should have power to restrict 
( heir inoviuueiits for the period of two years after their release and pro- 
hiliit tJiem from aihlre.ssiiig public meetings,— the terni “public meet- 
ings ” including in its Hcojie political subjects as in section 4 of the Pre- 
vention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1907. 

Tsisdy we tliiiik that in all cases whore there is a question of sedi- 
( ions iiiieiit, evidence ol previous conviction for seditious crime or asso- 
ciation (of ail incriminating kind of course) with persons so convicted 
should be admissilile upon written notice to the accused with such 
parlicnlans and at such a (.ime before the evidence is given as might be 
fair. Wlia(. wc have eallod seditious crime would of course have to be 
aeeuralely defined. 


Emergency measures (punitive). 

1 7H. Tlio above are changes which, wo think, may usefully be made in 
the ordinary permanently working law of the 
Emtrmnw meaiure* shall now indicate further Punitive 

punitiva wid prevantive. jj^j^sures (relating wholly to procedure) and also 

a scheme of Preventive moasures, both of which relate solely to the pre- 
sent and possible future, emergencies. ‘ 

The lines on which wo propose to oast our suggestions are as folbws. 
Wo slmll Bketoh out a scheme of Punitive and Preventive measures to be 
framed and enacted but not to come into force we ““ 

of the Oovernor-Genoral in Council. This will provide for possible 

Ififi 



future emergencies. We shall suggest, however, a proviso t.hat in in-spccl 
of matters which have occurred hitherto or may occur (say) hefore tlm 
end of the war the scheme shall be in force at once withoiit any notih- 
cation. This will deal with the present emergency. 

A further question may arise as to whether the. whoh^ ennctineut 
should be limited to a period of years. As the scheme we. sugg(-Ht, is 
equally workable whether it is temporary or pc'.rnuuu'ut wv. i.reat tliis 
point as purely one of pohey and express no opinion. 

The powers which we shall suggest for dealing with futon' einergeiieicH 
must bo ready for use at short notice. They must theref«tri^ he ,.n tiie 
statute book in advance. That fact alone is calculated <,«> iuiv(! some 
moral efiect, for it is thou known exactly wliat a reiunved anarchical 
movement will encounter. To postpone legislation (.ill t,he danger 
instant, is, in our view, to risk a recurrenoo of (,hc his(.or>' of the years 
19G6— 17. Still, its emergency character must be emphasised. 


it'd. 


in tneso circumstances we think that appropriate jimvisiuns 
should he frainod and enacted, ltu(. should not 
comf int^ ToruSoH" into force save upon a m.tilicatiou by (he 

notification. uovornor-Oonoral m (Journal diahiring i.lie ('.xisi.- 

m f , . , . , ^ “ff'wrs justifying siu-h aetitm. 

Tue formula in which this declaration is to be made will retiuiro careful 
and accurate statement, its function being to safeguanl (he niiblie 
against an unnecessary invocation of extraordinary powers. We < net 
think, however, that we should take it upon ourselves (,<» draft it. 

180. Further, as wo have said,' the powers we suggest will be both 
Emergency powers of and Preventive and the latt.or will be of 

different degrees. ®wo .degrees varying in stringency. The seheou. 
m , 1 . "“silt to bo capable of being called into operation 

m compartments and it is worth considering whether th« nmCrv 
notihcations might not bo required to declare a higher ilegroe of public 
danger to justify the use of some powers than of others We vent urn to’ 
lay some stress on the desirability from every noint of vh’.w , r Ij * 

b»,g abl.;„t.ke.„Ud 

g^t Oa tko otko, hand, they ahol tv" aS^ 

to assume power to take stringent measures without pledging themsclvtJ 

z ta’th.. p ", 

of the Act, while for tS bvocLfornT^^ "n 
measures it might be obligatory to dwlam ” prtjvciitivo 

being extensively promoted ^and for seditious moveimuits were 
measW that seyiouroSaTtil^T If 

spme such SSI W(laiwori«K 



'j'lus not.i(i(iut.ii).ns slxould of course be capable of application io 
parl i<’uliir jiroviuccs or smaller areas. 

181. Coming now to the measures themselves, we are of opinion 
that provision should be made for the trial 
EmorgMicy^^rovislons o| seditious crime by Benches of three Judges 
without juries or assessors and without preli- 
ininaiy (•.ommitiiumt procoodmgs or appeal. In short, the procedure 
we recommend should follow the lines laid down in sections 5—9 in- 
<‘lu.sivc of 1'he De.fenco of India Act. It should be made clear that 
section 518 of tlie Code of Criminal Procedure (relating to the giving 
in I'videncc, under ce.i'(.aiu circumstances of depositions taken in the 
absence, of an absconding accused) applies to these trials, it having, 
we. understand, Ix'cn <iuestioned whether section 7 of the Defence, of 
India Ac.t has that cll'etit. 

Wes think it necessary to exclude juries and assessors mainly because 
of t.he. t(>,rroi-ism to which tlicy are liable. But terrorism apart, we do 
not Clink they can be relied upon in this class of case. They are too 
much inclined to be allcotcd by imblic discussion. We could give 
instances which have come before us, where wo think there have been 
misearriages of justice owing to the causes above mentioned. We 
may further point out that the trial of such cases without jury or 
assessors was introducci by the Indian Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1908. 

As regards the procedure and the absence of right of appeal, we 
think it essential that the delay involved in commitment proceedings 
wid appeal bo avoided. It is of the utmost importance that punish- 
ment or acquittal should bo speedy both in order to secure the moral 
clfi'ct wliich punishment should produce and also to prevent the pro- 
loiumtion of the exeitoment which the proceedings may set up. ^Pur- 
i.limuorc, the delays involved by commitment proceedings and the 
double e.Kaminaliou of witnesses increase the chance of the witnesses 
hciii"' intimidated, add to the hardships involved in their attendance 
witirthe coiiseipieneo of making them less ready to come forward, and 
also ailord time for them to forget the facts. 


Wc think, however, that there is one important amendment to be 
mrnle in the ’procedure. Under the temporary scheme now in opera- 
ti<ui ciharges are formulated after the evidence for the prosecution has. 
been elcBcd. In our opiuiou some expedient must be found for deliiimg 
the’ issues and communicating them to the accused a reasonable time 
before he has to moot or rebut them. We do not .apprehend how an 
accused can deal relevantly either in cross-examination or by the 

preparation of evidence with a case not formulated. 

To meet tliis difficulty we suggest some such scheme as the follow- 
imr. It is a compromise between having no prehimnary 
ttiul the ordiuatv full commitment proceedings We ar e told that 



gome Special tribunals iave pfbceeded to some extent on these lines 
with satisfactory results. It seems quite fair to the accused : — 

(а) Commitment proceedings to be abolished in these cases. 

(б) Proceedings to start with a detailed written complaint to be 

drawn up by the Government Prosecutor setting out full 
particulars of what is intended to bo proved against each 
accused. 

(c) The prosecution witnesses to be first examined in chief, but the 

accused not to be called upon to cross-examine at tliis stage. 

(d) The charge to be framed with regard to such of the accused 

against whom there is prirnd facie evidence. 

(e) The case should be adjourned and the Court should fix the 

period of adjournment suitable to each case, but such period 
should not be less than 10 days. ' 

(/) The accused to remain in the “ custody of the Court ” as o|)|«)sed 
to the “ custody of the police,” or in other words, the fciuner- 
mtendent of the Jail- should be under the directions of tljo 
Court so far as the accused are concerned. This does nut 
indicate any real change, but perhaps an insertion of a pro- 
viaon of this nature will have the effect of silencinu niuch 
mischievous criticism. 

(fir) The police papers will of course be placed before the Court, 
ihe Court after going through the papers may, if ifc tliinks 
nght, allow copies of some of these papers to the accused 
Of course in this matter the Court will have absolute dis- 
cretion, and the Court may refuse to allow copies of ariy 
. A papers to the accused. ^ ^ 

0 ^e expiry of the period of adjournment the cross-examina- 
tion of the witnesses and the rest of the trial will proceed. 

182. While, however, we recommend in substance the procedure 
Compositron of Courts. estabhshed under the Defence of India Act 

by to. A,*. toK aXeT wll?, WWb » 

that these, tribunals should to any extent be comnnoo,! inadvisable 
already members of the judiciary but selected bv ^ ^ porsems not 

ptiip.,. of th. speoifio cL. Whi 

But, after all, there is no judicial wmlr ra Benches, 

are dealkg or so 



if there is no power it can be obtained. Substitutes, however, 
it not to try these cases. 

.83. It has been brought to our attention that the bringing of wit- 
nesses to Calcutta or other seats of a TTigii 
Place of trial. Chief Court may be attended with incon- 

ence and may be a source of alarm and confusion to country wit- 
es. This must arise just as much if the witnesses are brought to 
. city to attend' a special tribunal as at present constituted. If, 
;he other hand, the three gentlemen composing such tribunal can 
ilsewhere than in such city, it seems to us that the three Judges can 

30. 

L84. A question to which we have given much consideration is 
whether the accused should be entitled to 
stimony of accused. evidence on his own behalf in these cases 

ject to the consequences now provided by the law of England. This 
been found to afford valuable protection to an innocent prisoner, 
le exposing sham defences and unfounded suggestions. 

The principle upon which an accused person cannot at present give 
Lence is that he is interested and interested persons were incom- 
jnt as witnesses by the Common Law in all cases, civil as well as 
linal. This incompetency was gradually removed in England until 
only remnant of the original rule was the case of a person under 
linal trial. The incompetency in this case also was gradually re- 
red ,|is regards one crime after another until in 1898* it was swept 
<.y in all cases by an Act of general application. The change was 
ly the concession of a new facility to prisoners, though doubtless 
lad its inconveniences for persons really guilty. It was hedged 
ut with important safeguards from the prisoner’s point of view of 
ch the following are the most notable : — 

(а) he cannot be called except with his own consent ; 

(б) if called, he cannot be asked questions as to his character, 

including previous convictions, unless either— 

(f) the facts put would be evidence against him in chief, in- 
dependently of the Act, as showing design or the like, 
or 

(^^) he has given evidence of his own good character or the 
character of witnesses for the prosecution has been 
attacked on his behalf. 

other words, there is a special code limiting his examination, and 
the principle were introduced in India, the application of sections 
onsistent with it, such as section 16.1 of the Indian Evidence Act, 
uld have to be. excluded. 

This new principle, at first ranch mistrusted, has been found to 
rk well in England ; and in India where, as is so frequently the case. 


* 61 a«4 62 Viot,. 0 . 33. 
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tie graYe issue arises whether a confession has been improperly ex- 
torted, it would seem much more conducive to the discovery of the 
truth that the accused should be entitled to depose on oath to what 
has occurred subject to cross-examination than that it shonld be left 
to suggestion. And so also as to other issues, 

doubt only an experienced Court should try cases tinder these 
conditions in order to make sure that an ignorant prisoner does not 
misunderstand his position and is not unfairly dealt with. This safe- 
guard is ensured when the cases come before three Judges of the highest 
rank, and upon the whole we think the provision should be introduced. 
If it were a question of its general application we should, having regard 
to the above-mentioned considerations, be against it. 

A suggestion made to us that the Court should be at liberty to put 
any question it pleases to an accused, even though he does not tender 
himself as a witness, is one that we cannot approve of. 


185. If our proposal is accepted that there shall be no conimit- 

Perpetuationoltestimonyin ""I 

particular eireumstanees. “ section 13 of the Criminal Law Amend- 

ment Act (XIV of 1908) in its present form 
wm not be appropriate. It is, however, necessary that the object 
which that section was intended to attain, namely, the protection of 
important witnesses and the perpetuation of their testimony, should 
be provided for. We think the statements of dead or absent witu(is.se.s 
made at either of two stages of the investigation should be* made 
available for use by the Court, namely, (1) statements proved to 
have been made to a police officer not below the rank of Superintendent, 
where such statements have been recorded by such officer and read 
over and explained to the person making it and signed by him : (2) 
statemen^ts of mtnesses made at the trial and not yet cro.4-examiue( 
upon-the condition making them admissible being in each case the 
same, namely the belief of the Court that the death or absenee of 
the deponent has been caused in the interests of the accused. 


186. The Court should have the power, where and so far as they 

Other suggestions. < ®'d''dsable in the public interests or 

safety of a witness, to exohido tin' 
pubhe or any person from the hearing or any part of it and to nrohiin't 
any Moan,, of .h* p,o<».dmg, I any of1w^’S,lly 
or save as authorized by the tribunal, any such disclosure or purported 
disclosure being dealt with as a contempt of Court. This should not 

It has been pointed out to ns that time and expense are sometimes 

otse^nceTS pSc 4twSl«r^d attendipL® 



in the gnilt of any person can he allowed to he taken for granted on the 
strength of proceedings to which ho was not a party. 

I’lu'. cas('s to be tried snbject to the provisions above sketched out 
will h<( .siu-.li as arc ordered to be so tried by Government, the power 
to inal<(^ such orders being limited to certain classes of offences to be 
naiiH'd in a schedule. This was the scheme of the Criminal Law Amend- 
nuuit A(‘.t, the achednlo to which might be adopted'. 

In all tluise cases the District Magistrate should be empowered to 
ordiT inv('stigation. We arc informed that this will be the resvrlt of 
(daii.si' \M of the Amendment to the Criminal Procedure Code Bill now 
under e.onsichu-ation. If the above-mentioned amendment is not en- 
acted, machinery ought, we think, to he devised for giving such power 
by special ordtu' or ()therwi.se in the cases witli which wc are immediately 
conc('rn(‘d. It has been suggested to us that the power should extend 
l;o Su])erintendonts or oven Inspectors of 1*01106, but we cannot endorse 
thi,s. 


Emergency measures (preventive). 

187. Wo have been forced to the conclusion that it is necessary, 

in order to keep the conspiracies already de- 
Ewun gncy p wwntlve scribed under control in the future, to provide 
for the continuance after the expiry of the 
Defence of India Act (though in the contingent form explained and 
muler important limitation) of some of the powers which that measure 
introduced in a temporary form. By those means alone has the con- 
spiracy, been paralysed for the present, and we arc unable to devise 
any expedient operating according to strict judicial forms which can 
ht^'rtdii'd njxm to prevent its reviying to check it if it does revive, or, 
in the last r('Hort, to suppress it anew. This will involve some infringe- 
numt of ih(‘. rules normally safeguarding the liberty of the subject. 
We have endeavoured to make that infringement as small as we think 
jio.ssi 1 ) 1(1 consistently with the production of an effective scheme. 

'riie possihililuos to ho provided for range from incipient sedition 
to incijiient anarchy. 

188. The powers at present temporarily possessed by the Goveth- 

ment are so far as material for the present 
ExMlitg ^pomry purpose to be found in rules 3 — 7 inclusive 

* and 12 A under the Defence o£ India Act, 

lillf). We do not refer for the present to the Foreigners Ordinanoe,; 
1914, or the Ingress into India Ordinance, 1914. * * * 

• * • Shortly stated, their effect is to give power to re - 

quire persons by excoutive order to remain in any area to be specified 
or not to enter or remain in any such area, with penalties for breach 
of such requirement. These orders may be made and served on the 
person affected, whereupon they become binding upon him, or i the 
pttrson may be arrested without- warrant and detained for a period 



not exceeding in all one month, pending an order of restriction. There 
is also a power of search under search warrant. It will be observed there 
is no provision for an examination of the oases of such persons. 
The decision lies solely with the Local Government. There is also the 
power of confinement under Eegulation III of 1818. 

189. We think that provision ought to be made for calling into 
operation (in the last resort and subject to 
Scope of our proposals. safeguards) powers going to the full extent of 
those above quoted. 

But while we feel bound to formulate such a scheme we think that 
the whole of it must be subject to the observance of four main 
principles— 

{i) No interference with liberty must be penal in. charaotcu-. 
Nothing in the nature of conviction can be admitted wiili- 
out trial in strict legal form. If in the supreme interest.s 
of the community the liberty of individuals is taken away, 
an asylum must be provided of a different order from a 
jail. 

(ii) Any interference with liberty must be safeguarded by an 
inquiry which, though circumstances exclude the pos.si- 
bility of its following forensic forms, must be judie.ial in 
the_ sense that it must be fair and impartial and a.s adequiite 
as it can be made. 


(m) Every order (which should be made by the .Local Govern- 
ment) authorizing such interference must recite tlie lioldiiig 
of such inquiry and declare that, in the opinion of tlie Loejri 
Government, the measures ordered are necessary in tilns 
interests of public security. 

(iv) The ordM must be made for a limited time only (say, not 
exceeding a year) and must be renewable only by a’ new 
order (not necessarily a new inquiry) reciting that l;he 
renewal is necessary in the interests of public security. 


Two rndes 01 Dowan we now proceed . to elaborate, but 

desirable. without using drafting language or going into 

every detail, the scheme we suggest. 

We think, as we have already indicated, that the powers to bo acquired 
shouH be of two^^ades capable of being called into operation aoparatelv 
possibly under different forms of notification. 

The first group of powers should be of the following nature 
(i) to demand security with without sureties ; 

^ notification of change of 

(ivi) to require abjention from certain acts, such as engaging in 

, . : journalism; distnbutingd^ets or attending ^ 









{iv) to require that the person should periodically report to the 
police. 

The second group of powers should be— 

(i) to arrest ; 

(u) to search under warrant ; 

(m) to confine in non-penal custody. 

It is not conceivable that the second group of powers would be called 
into play without the first. Therefore after arrest and search there 
would be no objection (if thought sufficient) to making an order under 
the first group of powers. 

191. An “ investigating authority ” or “ authorities ” should be 
Creation of an invest!* constituted, as to which we shall say more 

gating authority. later on. 

If the first group of powers only is in force, the Government befor® 
making a final order should be required to refer the case to the invest- 
igating authority. They should, however, have power to make an 
interim order for a limited time. If the second group is in force, the 
person might be arrested and kept in custody for a time to be limited 
before the reference and thereafter pending the reference. 

The duty of the investigating authority will be to inquire in camera 
upon any materials which they may think fit and without being boimd 
by rules of evidence. They would send for the person and tell him 
what is alleged against him and investigate the matter as fairly and 
adequately as possible in the manner of a domestic tribunal. It would 
not be necessary to disclose the sources of information, if that would be 
objectionable from the point of view of other persons. No advocates 
would be allowed on either side or witnesses formally examined, nor 
need the person whose case is under investigation be present during, all 
the inquiry. Should such person indicate that other, persons or any 
other inquiries may throw light on the matter from his point of view, 
the investigating authority would endeavour to test the suggestion 
if it seems relevant and reasonable^. At the close of the inquiry the 
investigating authority would certify their conclusion to the Local 
Government. 

It will be noticed that though we have suggested the procedure to be 
followed by the investigating authority, we have not jjpt indicated our 
view as to what it should inquire into or the nature of its conclusions. 


192. This seems to us the most difficult of all the matters with which 
» »-. «• we have had to deal, and yet it is one as to 

scope Of investigation. exactnfess is imperative. We think what 

is to be aimed at is that the order of restriction or the like should be 
executive, but on a basis of fact ascertained judicially (in the sense ex- 
plained) by the investigating authority. If the investigating' authority 
to deal with the question of the order tcHbe made, they acquire power 




without the responsibility for the results. The executive are responsible 
for the maintenance of law and order. The worst solution of all is that 
the investigating authority should recommend and that the executive 
should be able to disregard the recommendation. If, however, the 
investigating authority is to confine itself to facts, what is the question 
of fact to be ? The states of fact contemplated cannot be reduced to 
definitions like crimes such as murder and so on. If they could, no list 
that we can contemplate would cover the ground. Under these cir- 
cumstances we suggest the following solutton. Let the- Government 
propound to the Committee in plain language what they suggest the 
man has done or is likely to do, and let the authority return in 
plain language what they find upon the subject. Then let the 
Government recite that finding in its order and proceed to deal 
with the man as it thinks necessary. The great object will thus be 
attained of making it known exactly what is ascertained against tho 
man in fact apart from executive conclusion, but the responsibility 
for action will still rest solely on the Government. It is for 
consideration whether the order should not be published. 

The nature of the above suggestion explains why we have used the 
term “ Investigating Authority ” instead of “ Advisory Committee.’’ 
The use of the latter term seems to condemn one in advance to the embar- 
rassments from which it is the whole object to escape. 


193, If the functions of the investigating authority are such as we 

composition of the difficulty of its composi- 

authority- tion is^mimmized. For an inquiry in a judicial 

spirit into facts knowledge and experience are 
the requisites. It has been suggested to us that the judicial, the exc- 
cu^ve and the non-ofl5cial elements should be represented upon the body 
or bodies ia question. Having indicated the functions whicli we recom- 
mend for the investigating authority, we do not feel that we are driven 
to give our views as to its exact composition. But we think we may 
^y as based upon the experience gained in the course of our labours 
that one member should be a non-official Indian selected for his know- 
ledge of the people. 


lai. 


we suggest one more provision to be made in this scheme of 

Visiting Committees. measures. We think there should be 

.. , . Visiting Committees to report upon the condi- 

faon of persons restricted in residence or in custody. We do not go 
mto the question of the composition of these Committees. This mfy 
well vary in different parts of India and possibly in different parts of Z 
same province or with reference to different LmmSs.^ We wwe 
much struck by the useful work of this kind- that can be done by Cora- 



196* W 0 have sketched out a scheme complete, as we hope, in principle 

Administration of prevent^ requiring elaboration in detail In some 
ive measures, points, such as the provision to be made in 

respect of those whose liberty may in one form 
or another be interfered with, we appreciate that administrative ques- 
tions will arise into which we cannot enter deeply. Our function is to 
^ scheme of law, not of administration. 

Nevertheless, inasmuch as we have necessarily gathered something 
of the psychology of these offenders in the course of our inquiry and as 
these impressions have necessarily guided us in reaching our conclusions, 
we think we may indicate generally the lines on ‘which we have contem- 
plated that they may be worked out administratively. These revolu- 
tionaries vary widely in character. Some merely require to be kept 
from evil associations and to be brought under the closer influences of 
sensible friends or relations. At the other extreme are some desperadoes 
at present irreconcilable to the point of frenzy. Some are ready to quit 
the movement if only it can be made easy for them. More may be 
brought to this frame of mind in time. It is obvious that extremely 
elastic measures are needed both for those whose liberty is merely re- 
stricted and those from whom it is at least temporarily taken away. As 
regards the former, the prospects of the individual in point of health and 
a livelihood in any particular area should be considered along with the 
associations which he may be likely to form. For the latter there should 
be provided an institution or institutions for their reformation as well 
as confinement. It is to be borne in mind that while some already 
possess a good deal of education they all lack habits of occupation and, 
in a measure, reason. 

Provision for existing danger. 

196. The scheme above set forth is, as has already been, pointed out, 
_ . , . . designed for emergencies regarded as contin- 

Treatmen t ^o t ^xisting power^ involved are therefore to be 

dormant till the event occurs. 

There are, however, a limited class of persons, namely, those who 
have been involved in the troubles which have been described who 
constitute a danger not contingent, but actual. Special and immediate 
provision is required for their case. 

In the first place, there are a number of persons still at large, such as 
Rash Behari Basu of the Benares conspiracy case, who, if tried at all, 
ought to be tried, even if arrested after the Defence of India Act expires, 
under special provisions.' Moreover, further offences may bo committed 
before that time to the a'uthors of which similar considerations apply. 
On the other hand, it would not 'be |»rdper to proclaim a province under 
our scheme merely for the purpose such particular trials. 

Secondly, there are the persons as to -whom it can be said without 
any reasonable doubt that they have been parties to the murders and 

209 



dacoities whicli tave been narrated in the preceding pages. Many of 
these are temporarily in custody or under restriction. Some absconding 
are still at large. 

Some, if not most, of these persons are such desperate characters 
that it is impossible to contemplate their automatic release on the expiry 
of six months from the close of the war. One man recently arrested is 
undoubtedly guilty of 4 murders and has been concerned in 18 dacoities, 
of which 5 involve further murders. There are others like him both in 
custody and at large. Such men are the leaders and organizers of the 
movement. They are now detained or their arrest is intended under 
Eegulation III of 1818.' We do not discuss that measure. It is appli- 
cable to many cases not within the scope of our inquiry. 

Assuming, however, that' it is not desired to continue to deal with 
these men under the Eegulation, we ought to suggest an alternative. 

Lastly, it may be that a few of those now merely interned and some 
of the convicts who will be released may require some control. At any 
rate, it is to be deprecated that the persons interned should have the 
assurance that on the expiry of the Defence of India Act they will at 
once and all at the same moment be immune from all restriction. They 
should be liberated gradually. ^ 

It seems to us that the simplest device is to provide that in respect 
of acts committed before the Defence of India Act expires (or an earlier 
date if preferred) and danger apprehended by reason of such acts in the. 
future, it should be lawful to proceed against any person under any of 
the provisions which we have outlined without any notification. In 
other words, the new law is to be deemed to be operative for that purpose 
immediately. ^ 

Net results of our proposals, 

197. The short result of the whole is that we suggest a scheme under 

Result of suggestions. .past, and (say) war-time matters are 

. immediately provided for, subject to which all 

special powers become dormant till there is a notification.- It will be 
observed for the purposes of drafting, that this is not the same thin.^ 
as providing a scheme to be in force (say) only during the war but capable 
of^revival afterwards upon notification. The division in time applies 
not with reference to the whole operation of the enactment but with * 

reference to the occurrence of the subject-matter. 


Restriction of Ingress. 

198. A point not yet dealt with is the question of Ingress ipto India, 
ingress info India. ® possessed by the Government under 

war legislation is roughly to exclude 

foreigners altogether^^^^and to limit thejr 



residence and if necessary to arrest and coniine them. As regards 
persons not being foreigners no power is to be exercised unless the author- 
ity exercising it is satisfied that the exercise thereof is desirable in 
order to protect the State from the prosecution of some purpose preju- 
dicial to uts safety, interests or tranquillity.’’ It appears abundantly 
from some parts of the narrative contained in this report that there are 
bodies outside India conspiring to promote seditious violence within 
it. Even before the war, political murder has been accompished by 
arms imported into India from such sources, while during the war armed 
insurrection has been plotted between these bodies and revolutionaries 
in India in conjunction with the ^ enemies of the Empire. We cannot 
forecast post-war conditions outside India or, for that matter, within 
it# But as regards India itself we have suggested a scheme of preventive 
legislation only to be called into operation if necessity arises. An emissary 
arriving from abroad to promote disturbance in any part of India where 
the powers conferred by such legislation are, owing to unfortunate 
circumstances, already in a state of activity could perhaps be dealt 
with under such powers. But a situation ought to be contemplated 
in which, while India is peaceful, conspirators from abroad enter it to 
promote disorder. Provision is wanted for preventing a state of affairs 
being produced by such means which will necessitate the assumption 
of the emergency powers ex hypotliesi not at the moment in operation, 
I.lie mere statement of the case shows that such provision niust be 
outside emergency contingent legislation. It is required for isolated 
cases. 

With regard, however, to this question of Ingress into India we 
appreciate that the above considerations (the only ones within our 
province) reveal but a portion of the problem. Under these circum- 
stances we refrain from suggesting any formula defining the limits of 
the powers with which the Government should be armed. 

199. Considerations somewhat analogous to those that apply to 
India in relation to other countries apply to 
Inter-provincial move- province in relation to others. It will be 

regrettable if revolutionary crime breaks out 
anew in any province t but if it does it will be disastrous that it should run 
from province to province, necessitating the proclamation of emergency 
measures in one after another. Euxther, in a province like the Punjab 
it may be absolutely necessary, in order to avert the gravest danger, 
to prevent the entry of certain persons coming even from peaceable 
provinces. Such jfersons are those whose presence within the province 
is calculated in the opinion of the Local Government to give xiSe to or 

encourage criminal conspiracy. 

We do not suggest that any investigating authority should be required 
to concern itself with the exercise of any of the powers controlling the 
activities of persons entering India or passing from one province to 
another. 
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Basis of our proposals. 

200. In making suggestions for legislation we have not considered 

Competency of legislature ^Iietlier it could be argued that such 

not considered. legislation is in any respect beyond tlie com- 

petence of tbe Governor-General in Council. 
We have no authority to lay down the law on any such point and any 
provisional assumption as the basis of our proposals would only cause 
embarrassment. We have proceeded therefore on the basis tliat any 
suggestions of ours which it may be decided to adopt will be given effect 
to by some legislature competent for the purpose. 

S. A. T. ROWLATT. 

B. SCOTT. 

0, V. KUMARASWAMI SASTRJ. 

H. V. LOVETT. 

R. C. MITTER. 



ANNEXURE (1). 


Btimmaries of some Bengal judgments. , 

I n iJiiH annex H IM) wc |)roposo to sxnnmariso briefly the judgments in some note- 

Purpose of this annexure. illustrating the subject of 

our Chapter IV. 

i>. 'I’lu! liiHt political mintlcrs iu Bengal within the period under review were 
■riL.L ll>i> MussalTai'pur murders. On the evening of the 

Tno Muzanarpur murders. April t'jos at Muzaflarpur in Bihar, a bomb 

was thrown into th(‘ (‘arriago of Mrs. K.ennedy and Miss ICennedy. B^oth ladies 
(lied. 'I’lic. Kyta-. wii.s injured, Tho outrage occurred in front of Mr. Kiugsford’s 
bouHo. 'I’lu! following points are established from tho judgment of this case, as 
also from l.liat of the Alipore conspiracy case so far as tliat judgment relates to this 
oceurreiieo : — 

(1) For tli(! first time in the lustory of Bengal a youth of the hhadralok clas,s 

perpetrated a bomb outrage. 

(2) The laotivo for the ofTenco was political (vengeance and terrorism). Mr, 

Kiiigtifonl as (iliiof Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, had tried cases 
against tlie Jv'janlar, Banda Malaram, Sandhya imd Nahasakti news, 
papers aiul had convicted persons connected with these papers. In 
eoimeetion with an ineid(mt arising out of one of these cases a. hhadralok 
youtli mimed tShusil Kumar Sen was sentenced to a whipiping of 15 
htripes l.y hiig- Theso magisterial acts of Mr. King.sford h.ad given 
great olfunce to tho Aliporo conspirators. They sent two youths named 
Kliudiram Basil Prafulla Ghaki to Muzaffarpur to bomb Mx. 
Kingr.ford. But instead and by mistake they bombed the two ladies. 
No e'rimo of this kind actuated by such motives, had before been com- 
mitted by any Bengali. 

li A number of blmlraluk youths entered into a conspiracy to wage war against 
the King-T5mpcior (section 121 A of the Indian lonal 
TM Alipon coiupiracy and used various places in furtherance of 

«***• the object. Their headquarters were in Calcutta. 

Tlmv e,oll.'el<‘d e.vplosives, arms and ammunition. They employed newspapers 
in furtherimee of this eriminnl consiiiracy. On tho 2nd of May 1908, by simul- 
taneous searches in various pluees, tho conspiracy was discovered. 

Tho judgment of tho High Court Bench presided over by Sir Lawrence Jenkins 

ostablisbed the following points:— ■ 

(а) Tlmt at least 12 persons had oolleoted arms for the pur^sg of waging war 
' against tho King. They were prepwed to 

furtlior thoir purpose and accomphsb assasBmatom, Some had mad 
full confossions. They had aotually killed two European ladles. 

(б) Tho newspaper Ju^artiar was a « limb of the conspiracy.” In our Chapter 

II wo <|uotcd the Chief Justioo^s estimate of this paper. 

(c) Even young boys in very remote parts of the country were corrupted by 
the Jtinantar newspaper and its teachings, 
fdl A number of Wwdraloh youths of some education used a n^ber of p^s 
^ in Caloutto and elsewhere for the purposes of a eriminnl conspiracy 
couuoctod with the rovolutionaxy movement* e.g. ^ 

(l)No. Sa* Muraripukur Road* Maniktala Garden-Explosives fouh 



(2) ISTo. 38-4, Raja Novolossen’s Street — Explosives found being prepared 
here by Hem Chandra Has. 

(o) Ho. 10, Gopi Mohan Hutt’s JLane, used for storing and manufacture 
of explosives. 

(4) Ho. 134, Harrison Hoad— Explosives and ammunition stored. 

(5) Sil’s Lodge, Deoghar (about 200 miles from Calcutta), used for the 

purposes of this conspiracy. 

(e) Aims, ammunition and explosives were collected ; seditious books and 
coUect^^ conveying instruction in the manufacture of explosives were 

if) The Chief Justice held that the accused were “ for the most part men of 
eaucation, of strong religious convictions.” 

(g) Hem Chandra Das, a IJi^rcaoh youth, went to Paris to learn the manu- 

louft wf Ullaskar Datta, another bhairalok 

youth, was self-taught m the manufacture of bombs and explosives. 

Prom the pomts established, as also from the evidence accepted by the Court 
It IS clear that a number of bkarcdok youths combined and collected arms S 
explasnos, and committed various overt and daring acts of crime Althoueh tho 

of money. The conspirators were graduallv extendino' the finVi nf lu • 

out-of-the-way place near Deoghar in Bihar.“ conspiracy-one being an 

The aoc^ed belonged to various castes and came from different -nniWa nf fi,„ 
Provmce. Some were students and others were younSn wh^heV™^ r J 

There ivere teachers as well. Among the number Lre- ^ ^ ^ entered life. 

• pT fgef 29 years ; Brahmin. Passed P.A. and road 

(o) ijibhuti Bbusan Sarkar, aged 20 Tmova 

Santipur, Hadia. ^ f ^^yastha ; studeut. Hative of 

(4) Ullaskar Hatta, ago 22 vears • a j • 

rf Slipur, Horah. Miugh/ii ibSSi”""'"''”' 

(6) Birendra Hath Ghosh, aged 17^ veara * KnTTOQ+i, •r.* . . 

of a smaH landholdel Student. ’ Son 

(7) Hrishikesh Kanjilal, aged 29 veara I'aa u m 

Hooghly, Read up to B-A,^ Took^o 

poisoning the min^ of students. * teachmg with the object of 

The first batch of accused persons werp nnr 7 «,. + • i • 
from the 4th of May to the 19th of August 19^ Magistrate’s Court 

aUttiose committed were under trial in the sSn. r ! 7®® ® batch, and 

1908 to the 4th of March 1909. of OcUer 

some months afterwards., The number^S ^i^^posed of by the High Court 

to the SMsions Court was SllAm \hiie ^be Magistrate 

. , ' ' ''' W* the 





Sessions Court, one of tiiem who had turned approver was murdered hy iwo of 
the others. These were separately convicted and banged. 


4. On the 16th August 1909 a dacoity was committed at Nangla (district 

The Nangla conspiracy in the course of the investigation which 

case. ^ followed this dacoity various places were searched. 

: " Amongst these No.. 15, Jorahagan Street, and No. 165, 

Aluritola Street, Calcutta, were searched. In -the search at No. 15, Jorabagan 
fotreet, Bidhu Bhusan De, Ashwini Kumar Basu and Brajendra Kumar Datta 
were arrested, and in the search at No. 165, Ahiritola Street, Kali Bas Ghosh was 
arrested. Various seditious literature was found and, as further investigations 
diBclosed the existence of a conspiracy to wage war, 16 persons were placed before 
a Magistrate under section 121 A (conspiracy to wage war). Three were discharged 
and the remaining 13 were sent up before the High Court under the provisions 
of Act XIV of 1908 on the 2nd of June 1910. These persons were tried by a bench 
consisting of Harington, Holmwood and Doss, JJ. Eleven persons were found 
guilty under section 121 A (conspiracy to wage war against the King-Emperor) 
and the remaining two were acquitted. Six were transported or imprisoned for 
terms varying from 7 to 2 years. Judgment was given on the 30th of August 
1910. The following facts were established : — 


(a) Search at No. 16, Jorabagan Street, resulted in the find of much seditious 

literature, the most important being a copy of Mu/cU Kon PatJie, and 
of certain documents laying down instructions for the organisation 
of secret associations and for manufacture of bombs. Three of the 
accused were found on the premises and seditious literature was found 
with them. 

(b) With regard to the Muldi Kon Pathe and the other documents, the learned 

Judges observed: ‘‘The MuUi Kon Pathe consisted of a reprint of 
articles originally published in a seditious newspaper called the Jugantar, 
These articles, amongst other matters, in supporting the view that there 
should be a revolution, pointed out that a revolution has to be prepared 
for in two definite stages^ — one is the formation of public opinion, and 
the other is (to use the words of the writer), ‘ by brute force and the 
collection of arms.’ The MuMi'Kon Pathe goes on to show how publio 
opinion is to be formed, and it recommends publication, of newspapers, 
music, literature, preaching, the formation of secret meetings and 
secret associations. The second branch of the preparation for revolu- 
tion, namely, by brute force and the collection of arms, is also dealt 
with, and the paper sets out that arms must be purchased by money 
■ collected to that end by robbery. Eurthei, that bombs «hould be 
prepared, and that the attention of the youth of the country should 
be directed to the attainment of physical strength for the coming 
struggle.” 

As regards the other d oc uments the Judges observed ; “ In those exhibits 
are to be found the details as to the organisation of secret societies. 
There are to be found instructions of how high explosives and bombs 
are to bo manufactured, and the instructions are illustrated with 
beautifully executed pencil drawings, which must have been made 
by a draftsman of very considerable skill. There is no evidence as 
to when the MnhH Kon PaJthe was published, but the confidential 
exhibits contain interhal evidence that a portion of them at least has 
come into existence since April 1909. In that month an attempt was 
' made to murder the M%or and Mayoress of Chandernagore by throwing 
a bomb into the room irn ^ich they were sitting. Mercifully it failed 
td e^lode, hut a refereinoe in 'bne of the ’co,nfidential documents to this 
Abortive attempt and a disdrasion of the reason why that bomb did 
not go off establish clearly that that particular document has come 
into existence since that attempt was^ made.” 
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(c) The diSerent accused associated with each other or the purposes oi the 

conspiracy mentioned above and the association was proved inter alia 
by letters and a diary of Bidhu Bhusan De, one of the accused. 

(d) Some of the accused trafficked in firearms. 

(e) The accused assembled at a place called Jana KacMa for the purpose of 

committing a dacoity at Nangla. 

(f) The letters to the accused at No. 15, Jorabagan Street, were not addressed 

to that address, but were addressed to No. 165, Ahiritola< Street, where 
accused Kali Das was employed. In other words, Kali Das’s address 
was used as the “ post-box,” a feature which we frequently come across 
in many of these political cases. 

(i?) That they were members of a samiti, one of the ostensible objects of which 
was the improvement of physical culture by exercises in lathi-jglay, etc., 
but the real object was to bring about "a revolution. 


From the findings of this judgment it can be concluded that a number of 
madralok youths entered into a criminal conspiracy to wage war against the King- 
Emperor on the lines indicated in Muhti Kon Patlie and translated the pernicious 
cachings of that book into practice : that persons who belonged to ctifferont castes 
came from different places, entered into a criminal conspiracy and used more than 
TOO place in and outside Calcutta for the furtherance of their criminal conspiracy. 
iJie accused made use of an association which had the ostensible object of physical 
culture for the furtherance of their revolutionary object. 

5. On the 20th of July 1910 a complaint was filed against 47 persons under 

Th# Dacca conspiracy 121A, 122 and 123 of the Indian Penal Code, 

que. Bight were subsequently added and 44 were committed 

_ _ for trial by the Sessions Judge of Dacca. ' On the 7th 

01 August 1911 he oonvioted 36 aud sentenced them to various terms of transporta- 
tion or imprisonment. The convicts 'appealed to the High Court. The convic- 
tions of 14 were affirmed but the sentences were modified. In other cases the 
convictions were set aside. The accused were charged maiuly under seotion 121A 
(conspiracy to wage war against the King-Emperor). 

whether the Dacca Anusilan Samiti was a criminal 
u® 2 n * was to conspire to wage war against the King-Emperor. 

The High Court found that it was a criminal society with such an object. They 
considered that a society known as the Dacca AnusUan Samiti was established • 
that peraons who entered that society were bound by vows to observe the most 
strmgent rides of disoiplme ; that Puljn Behari Das, once a teacher in the Dacca 
QovCT^ent College, actually started the society add was its leader ; that Pulin 
««si3tants used to mstruct youths in martial exercises with latMs and 
containing the vows yrhioh we have described in 

I belonged to the society. Those vows were 

thus described by Mr. Justice Mukharji : 

•‘ The witial and the final vows were meant for all ordinary member, ftm 

u admission into the samiti and the ’final 
Th^ bas reached a certain stage of culture oif attainment 

The two si^cial vows were intended only for the members of the ?nZr 
circle ; and amongst them also there was obviously a gradation The 

tom “^®“ber undertakes nev^ to Lparate himself 

tom the samiti, to be loyal to its mterests, to keep his own character 
mimacidatc, to carry out the orders of the authority Without ouS 

todkhfejfoi^ow' paembw who 

iblM'ordteTO'Of : ' 




tlis parichalak or the head of the samiti, to keep him informed of his 
own whereabouts wherever he might be, to inform the chief of the exist- 
ence of conspiracies against the samiti and under his orders to remedy 
them, to return to duty whenever the President might command, to consi- 
der no kind of work as humiliating, to cultivate self-abnegation and self- 
sacriace and to keep secret from all persons not equally bound by oath 
the instruotions that he had received. The first special vow is couched 
in more solemn language, and the member undertakes to remain attached 
to the circle till its object has been fulfilled, to sever the tie of affection 
for parents and relations, for hearth and home, to render absolute obe- 
dience to the leader in the work of the circle, and to give up vicious habits 
of axl descriptions. The second special vow is couched in still more 
solemn language, and the member undertakes to stake his life and all 
that ho possesses to acconiplish the work of the circle, called the joircle 
for the enhancement of -good sense, to keep the inner secrets inviolate, 
and never to discuss or mention them, to carry out commands without 
question, to preserve the secrecy of mantras, to conceal nothing from the 
loader, never to deceive the leader by untruth, to be engaged always in 
the practice of religion, and finally to mete out just punishment to those 
antagonistic to it.” 


Another document contained rules for the conduct of members of the societyi 
These were thus described by the same Judge : — 

“ When WG return to the rules for the conduct of members, we find the same 
remarkable provision for the preservation of an unnamed secret. With 
this end in view, all unnecessary discussion even amongst the members 
themselves was strictly prohibited. They "^ere not even to write letters 
to their friends and relations without the permission of the leader, and 
all letters for and from the members were to be shown to him. Members 
were also to cut themselves off completely from their relations and friends 
and if they obtained any money from them, it was to be regarded as the 
common property of the samiti and the circle. Each member was also'^ 
required to take both the sets of the vows of the samiti, i.e., the initial 
and the final as also the special vows of the circle. Every member was 
further expected to got by heart 'the vows, the duties of a manager, the 
paridarshah, the laM-play book and the regulations. Finally, every 
member was bound to bring to the notice of the chief whatever draw- 
backs ho might notice in any of the other members, and if the conceal- 
ment of the fault of the member by another should be detected, both of 
them were to be punished. These rules plainly indicated that the members 
wore to be subject to the absolute control of the head of the samiti and 
that all possible precautions were to be taken for the preservation of 
an undisclosed secret.” 


Another document was termed the Paridarshak (the inspector or visitor). A 
full account of this is given in our Appendix B 6 (vi). 

Another document was the Sampadah^amr Kartab^a, or the duties of the Secre- 
tary. The following quotation from the judgment of Mr. Justice Mukharji will 
explain the nature of the document; — 


** It described in minute detail the steps to be taken by the Secretary of every 
samiti for its maintenance and improvements Promotion of physical 
exercise was a prominent object; but cainplete instruction was to be 
imparted only to those who had taken both sets of vows in full ; steps 
were to be taken for the collection of handfuls of rice as alms and attempt 
was to be made to secure pecuniary help. But the accounts were to be 
rendered every week to the Chief Secretary of the central samiti and were 
. . to be open to inapectioa by visitors appointed by him.. All clianges in 
organisation or periOinniBl were to be promptly reported to the Chief 
Secretary A was to be kept of members of the samiti with 





full details as to antecedents and previous coilneciion, if any, with affiliated 
samitis. Provision was al^ made for the punishment of delinquent 
members ; but in no circumstance were they to be allowed to leave the 
samiti. Effective enquiries were to be made as to the existence of con- 
spiracies against the samiti, and steps were to be taken for the remedy 
thereof. There was finally a noticeable rule that those who were under 
12 years of age and were incapable of understanding the spirit of the 
vows to be designated as the external limbs of the samiti; such boys 
were only to have the vows read out to them and were to be made to 
observe them. They were to be taught only certain defined exercises, 
while those who have taken the initial vow were to have no other les sons 
imparted to them than specified courses in play with big and small sticks 
and also daggers. These rules emphasise the importance of the vows 
and also indicate, the complete subordination of branch associations to 
the leader of the central samiti. The rules also indicate that, although 
members were to be punished for their delinquencies, every effort was to 
be made to retain them within the folds of the society : expulsion of 
persons already initiated into the secrets of the society was obviously 
inconsistent with the preservation of its aims and objects.” 


There were also the “ village notes.” The idea was that the society was to 
send out inspectors to every village throughout the lengtli and breadth of tho 
Province and information about the villages was to bo collected. The document 
relating to village notes in this case was in a printed form. It contained in jmint 
21 points as to which information was to be obtained. . It hald, besides, a table in 
print with spaces for the entry of information on various heads. Some copies 
filled in were produced in this case. The matters in which information was ob- 
tained relate to the inhabitants, fairs, produce, roads and water-courses, secrecy, 
enthusiasm or otherwise of the samiti members and other matters. 

A map was to be attached to each village note to indicate tho roads and rivers, 
meadows and canals, houses and gardens, and the specimens on the record indicate 
fanly with what minuteness the information has been collected and depicted on the 
map (Mukharji, J.). Statistical and other important information to be collected 
was remarkable; 


rni document was the form of notice for the organisation of new samitis. 

This was issued publicly with the object of establishing and maintaining samitis all 
over the Provmce. The document makes it plain that Pulin’s object was to divide 
the whole of Bengal into divisions and subdivisions and to have branch associations 
at every place of any note or importance. 

Also there were rules for the conduct of members of the samiti. We find in this 
^cument remarkable provisions for the preservation of an “ unnamed secret.” 
With this end in view all unnecessary discussion even amongst the members them, 
selves was strictly prohibited. They were not even to write letters to their friends 
and relatives without the permission of the leader, and all letters for and from 

^e^bers were to cut themselves off completely 
f relatives, and monies obtained from them were to be re- 
garded as the common property of the samiti. /xx wuau 1.0 oe re 

_ There was too^a “notification.” This document provided for the domestio 

worx, tor the care of the property, for issue of books in the library, for sottinu of 
a night watch and for matters of strict discipline within the walls ^Harihgton,^J.) 

there was a “Unity ” leaflet or “ Independence ” leaflet. This was 
prmted and circulated publicly. Its central idea was that there was no nosaibilitv 

to one leader, was accepted Throb^ecro^^^^^^^ 

be achieved. 
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in <‘onjtnK‘i,ion wii.h iho paR^apjc in tlio ParidarsJiah where reference is made to the 
car(HM’ of NapoU^on (Miikliarji, J.) 

<lo|)i<\4 of MvHi Kon PalJie and the Barlaman Eananiti were found on the samiti 
preiuisoM, and Ix'Hidi's ihoso 1)Ook.s was a quantity of seditious literature essays 
and nuiny of them in (.ho liandwriting of one or other of the members of the 

Horioty. Tluw'. iudioa-litHl plainly violent hatred and animosity towards the British 
({ovoninnait n.nd <'.on(.nin(Hl cjillw to arms for the subversion by force of British rule 
anti for de.stnudbm of l.ho “ oppressor*’^ Many contain appreciation in high- 
down h‘ingtiag(‘^ of a,aar(ihi(^u.l outrages by xiotoiious murderers. 

ddu' St'ssions Cburt liad (tonvio.ttHl the accxised of participation in various out - 
rngt'H, o\M*rl. acts. Ihd. (.he High Oourt held that participation in only one of these 
overt, acts had bt'cn hrouglit home to those convicts whose convictions they upheld. 

Mia' High (lourt held 

(I) Th.'it Hu'. waniit i had a jealously guarded secret, and every effort was made 

to pr(‘S(‘rv(^ it. inviolate. [Vho secret was such that it was not even to 
he (liHeusscal amongst the inember.s themselves. 

(‘J) Th«' memlH‘r.s \vei‘t> hound by solemn oaths of secrecy and willingly 
Huhje<d,,(‘d them.selves to semi-military discipline. 

(d) The Dat^t'a. Samiti waste be the central institution to which societies with 
Hh' saints obj<'et and scope were to be affiliated in all parts of the 
(’oimlry. 

(4) Th<' nu'mbia’B themsel ves were to be admitted to the fraternity only after 
they luul tjiken the most solemn vows in the presence of an image of the 
goddtsMH K’ali, 

(r>) If any outsid(‘r witliont taking the oath, and refusing to take it, obtained 
ent*rane(* into the society, Ms hiotolvdge. was to he (UslroyeA 

(0) Tlu^ orgaiiisaHon was ultimately to spread all over Bengal ; the condition 
of ('V(u*y villager and towii to be minutely examined and recorded, geo- 
gmphit'al information to bo embodied in a series of maps. 

(7) The f>bje(‘t of Pulin Behari Das was plainly to create an impenum in 
impvrio with himself as tlie loader. 

(H) Idle hnultT was entitled to oomplete and unquestioned supremacy and 
ev<u‘y elTort was to be made to prevent the growth of rival institutions 
vvvn for t lu^ promotion of pliyskuil culture. 

(ff) Mtmy of the inembcrH of this association entertained feelings of the bitter- 
<*Ht hoHt.ilit.y towards t.lie Britisli Government. 

(H)) In addition to gynmastieB, drill and other forms of physical exercise, 
th<u‘<^ was a. systcmuitie diacusBion of the objects of the society as set 
forth in the hrtilarshth already mentioned. 

(II) That the Rnfi(dy was a revolutionary society. 

OmchuUng From tlie facts aeoepted in this case it is clear that a 

wwolutbiwry movement of a very dangerous oharaoter was started by hkairahh 
youths of «<Ima (nlyeation. '11m movement had groat potentialities for evil. The 
Daeea Hamiti being proscribed, its promises searched, its leading members prosO- 
eutoi the growth of tlie movement was temporarily arrested, but many of the 
ftiioolateit escaped and eontinued their operations. The teaching and the ^example 
of the Dacca Aiuisikm Samiti were responsible for many murders, daooities and 
other political crimes during the snlisequent 10 years. 

a Fortv^six accused were, on the 20th of July 1910, committed for trial by 
^ tlie High Court under Act XIV of 1908. The charges, 

mittfflipllgcm against them were under sections 121A, 122 and 123 
of the Indian 1‘onal Code, The principal chwge was under seotton 121A 
(conspiraoj’ to wage war against the King-Emperor). The cose did not proceed 
against 7 of these 4fi persons. The place of the conspiracy was said to be Sibpur 
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in the diatrict of Howrah and other phvceain Britiali Tndiii.” 'I’lu' Oonnael for 
the Crown in hia addreaa divided the aecnat'd into tin- follou iin' trroiiiw • — 
(1) Sibpur gronp, (2) Knrclii group, (3) Kidde rport' (•!) ( *hin<n*ip(»|!a iq-oun 

(5) Mazilpur group, (0) Haludl)ari group, (7) KriHlmngnr group, (K) ' Nap,,. r.rmi o’ 
(10) group, (II) dlu.tra Bluuular group, 

(12) Eajahahi (Rampur Boaha) group. The proHccution altempicd (o on.v,, 
conapiracy under section 121 A and certain ov(>rt ad m (r.;/., daroiiies, niunlcra 
seducing of troopa, ote.) committed in puraumire of t'he con.spirai’v Noiud 

of the overt acts luid boon tiie subject of judicial pro. .lings. 'I’wo npnr.)v,'r.s 

Lalit Mohan Ciiakrabarti and Jatindra Nath liazra, w.'iv put. f.iruar.l ...s imp.)rl int 
witnesses. The court, however, declined to ace.‘()t, (li.> .niden.v ..f tlu- •uinr.ivcrs 
mainly on the ground that their Htatem.'nts, if c..mpiir.‘.l will. ..Hut .•vi,l.>n.'i> and’ 
circumstances dWosod, wore not reliable. 'I’li.- ( !.>urt furlh. r p.iint.-.l o„|, „,u,(‘h,.r 
fatal defect in the cnae for the prosccuti.ui. 'I'li.' f..Il..wing .luotati.ui fr.un 'll... 
judgment will make tlic point <ilcar: — 

“ There is but one further point to which 1 would d.vsire f.. alln.Io h.d.ir.. f 
proceed to deal with the individual ..ase.s. it is th.- . lunv.. .ireonsniraev 
that has lu'cn argimd Indore ns. and no ofh.T. and tiuit .'iiarg.' is sinL'lc 
and complete. At t.lic same time tJu're ar.' many a.sMis.sl l.efor.' u.s aii.l 
they are drawn from dilforent parts of the .s.untrv. 'I'li.'.s.. a.sMis.si' have 
been desiiril.ed by f,Im proseeuti.m, and e.)n\'eni.si'llv ile...'i il..sl, a,s faliinv 
into groups. But it is not open to us to lin.l nu.r.. ■.■..nspira.a.-i thaii „n.r 
for there is tl.e highest authority that it is l,.gid imp.Hdl.ilil v when’ 
several peraons arc cliarged with the same .•..nspira.'v that, ...mm sh.ml.l 
he found guilty of one conspiriuiy and some ..f an..|livr. This i.ron..sl. 
tion was aewpted by Oounsel for the pr.isciaiti.in a.s .in.' Itv wliii'ii fl.e 
Court must ho governed. It is thus only ..p.'u |.. ns i,, )i-,ul . 

spirooy, and, for tho pro.seantion fo «ue(-(s>.l a.-ain.st any on,. .,r ( h.> a.'<>us.'.l 
they must establish by proiwr and sullici.-nt proof that he is a m.-mh.'d 
of tliat coiiBpimay.’’ * * 

The Counsel for tho prosecution neeepted this proposili.m, nn.i lu.t f.irward 
only one emisp.raey. The Court acquitted most of II..' a.'cus.'.i. mainly on 
^ound that tlieir co.mm.tKm with this partienlar eonspira..v was n..t nroV.'.l 'p ... 

(«) »■ cons(»ira.'y lo wage war wa.s prov.st • 
(6) that some Amoilm were committe.! and in some of tl.ese daeoiii.'s s.nne of tl ui 
aoeus^ took part , m otherB tho eonnoetlon of in.iivi.lnal acnmisl wiw n ot i . u 
out } (c) that seditious literature wiw in oiroulatioii} (./) that arms w.-m L. r si" 
c) that 0.10 of tho mioiisml, Tara Nath Hay Chamlhuri. who was ...mviePsl . iw 
tho Arms Act (for illegal imssession of arms) and s.'.item'isi to 3 yearn’ r gw . ..I 
imprisonment, won the manager of tho soditious rumspa.s'r JmmntL 'n,, ( .3 

mZSAiZ 

7. On tho 12th of May 1013 "anfition for tho prosecution of i4 i«'n.ons under 

Tht Barttal canvlney T.*”’ «"«* obtaimsl from tho 

LooaJ Ooveramont. 1 fiirty.seven of them were 

iir 1 Tl » IwOi Jliiji'iui Kiiutii J)iiii AUfi CHririflwi. 

Mohan Baa, hooamo appro?(m Bavan wora di«oliiirgwl by tfia Mii 4 rklirfi,t<i eiwI 
2 were dteohargwl in the Bwmlooi Court. Of tho tl rnidkalmmi^t 

the rmpatador were withdrawn by the ptomoulkm, Kvidon J was wldwri 

^0 anqiiiriog Magktrato# and somo witn«»« woro hoiml by tho ikinpL 

I«««»“'todetormineViop5^^ 

ss «“>"*»"<«»» ». .rss 

X! *9 to 29. 

(6) Th^tkiy were for the most part iiuitnimonts in the haiubi of mr«m 

: the pouee law to ttod .h«,- i't K 



(c) That ever Binco the movement was started it was essentially a movement 

among yonng men and boys. 

(d) TJ)at tJio movement had been in oxiatonco for nearly a decade. 

(e) That the “Diatriet Organisation Scheme” found in this case provided 

for the Hi)r('a(ling of the propaganda among schoolboys by the intro- 
d\i<;tion of inaHb^rs imbued with the “idea” into schools all over the 
co\nitry and l)y the institution of selected students in all schools. 

(/) '^rhat ])a]’agra])h 15 of tlie “ District Organisation Scheme ” explains the 
i}n])0rta.n('.e of Hpreading the movement among school boys and says : — 

“ It Is unmarried youths who are depositaries of enthusiastio' zeal, 
(japability of doing work and solE-sacrifice.” 

(g) 'Dk'. dangerous nature of tlio movement is illustrated by the following 
(juoi.aXiou from tlie judgment: — 

“As the ‘District Organisation Scheme’ shows, the lu'cscnt conspiracy 
was inteiuhal to be exceedingly widespread, having branches in all 
diatrictB in Eastern Jhmgal. Of the persons who have pleaded guilty 
in the preflont case sonm are residents of the district of Bakarganj, 
some hail from Dacca, and tliree from Tippera. It is an anarchical 
movtnncnt whoso followers bind themselves to obey implicitly the 
ordtu'H of the leaders. The younger generation are drawn away 
from their studies to follow a chimerical idea. , Misery is introduced 
into homes tluit are otlierwise happy and contented. Both the 
approv(TH in the present case are instances of yonng men w'ho have 
Ixaai led against their natural inclinations to become accomplices 
to a.<d.s of violence. Secret murders and dacoities committed against 
lu'lplesH ]>('ople in far-away villages are articles of the conspirators’ 
er(‘etl; and from a passage in the ‘Questions letters’ exhibited in 
t,h(^ case, and attributed to Sailoah Mukharji, one of the confessing 
acaamed, it would appear that a ‘ wholesale massacre,’ in'esumably 
of .Euroi)ea.ns, was part of the conspirators’ programme. The young 
nuni wlio join such an association may bo temporarily blinded by 
the glamour of the prospect of a hght for independence ; ^ but secret 
murders and dacoities committed on helpless village folk is the work 
of common felons and not of would-bo patriots. The conspirators 
have allowed their mental perverseness to run riot. No one could 
quarrel with tliem for lo\ing their country; and the question of the 
lil>eration of India is far beyond their comprehension. They are 
puffed up wifch their own importance and are a law to themselves. 
Their methods must alienate the sympathy of all right-thinking 
people. 

The sentences imposed in recent cases of a similar nature have had no 
deterrent effect. In the interests of law and order, and in the in- 
terests of India herself, it is necessary that this movement should 
bo stopped.” ^ 

(li) Eamesh Aoharya, the leader at Barisal, was only 21 yeans of age at the 
time of his arrest. 

(I) That several of the accused took part in some of the dacoities. 

The findings in the judgment and the documents proved in the case established 
that hhudrahk youths entered into a conspiracy with the object of spreading abroad 
a dangerous organisation throughout the country. The organisation was intended 
to overthrow the British Government. In furtherance of the objects of that 
organisation they committed several dacoities. They recruited schoolboys in 
insidious ways. These boys were gradually drawn into a life of crime by carefully 
contrived schemes and vows. Some of the aosuaed had themselves been perverted 
in this manner. The conspiracy was really a branch of the Dacca conspiracy, 
Ther<) other branches of the Dacca eonspkacy. 



8. In the Barisal case the local Govornment sancGoncd (lie proscciiiion or 
iarital conspiracy 44 persons nndor HC0i.ion !21A of tluv fndiiui IVnal 
supplementary case. (oonspiraey (o whu : i > war axuinai, ii„. Kin<r. 

Enipeior). 01 thesis .17 in'raoiia were arroHlc^d {)f 
these 37, 9 were discharged and 28 were eomiuit.i.cd (o llie Sc.ssions < 'otirt,' for’irial 
The case was withdrawn agiiinst 2 and jirovcd ngain.sl. (Ik- rcmainini' 2(1 .\n 

a considerable body of evidence hiul been recorded, 12 of (hi- ac<-iwed t)|(Vi*''i 
guOty and were convicted and sentenced. 'J'he case iigainsl (h,- ivinaitiin.'/ u 
was withdrawn. Other accn.sed who were alwcondiit;.; wen- arrcsli-d on v-iri 
dates and put up for trial. The names of thcsi' nccn.scd were f I) M-ui.,,, 

Bhaumik aim Madan Mohan Chamlni. Bhamnik Kukida I'rasnd' I'nv (•> 

Trailakhya Nath Chakrabarti atew Kalidimr ('hiiknibarli Vlinii-i' Km (“ 
Chakrabaj;ti, (3) Khagendra Nath Gluuidluiri a/iax Snrc,-.!i Chaiidni ( 'limulhn 
(4) Pratul Chandra Gaiigidi and (.5) Raincsh Clmmlra Dnitn ( 'luuidhiiri 
Chandra Chaudhuri alias Pnritosh. J-uiicsh 

The main fact on which the proseontion relied was (hut (h,- iici.||.i,.d i,, i,„(i, 
these cases and many other persona formed themseh ca i„(„ „„ ehd, orL-ini-< , 
tion with the object of ovorthrowim; the Britiah (huernmeiK. Bi-.-niilin.- of V „ „ 
collection of funds by dacoities and otluw crimimd iii (.-r. ndh-clio,, ,,f •niiiM •'' ! 
murder of spies and persons who were mispeeted to I-.- uiifaiddid (o (In- on-mi'/’ifi , 
were some of its principal activities. This on.;mir/.a( ion „ i,hi„ | p,. .inn-iJ 
of section 12JA of tlic Indian I'emd Code ami w.r. a cn ipi.', o , . " 

against the Iving-Emperor. ■ 

The Sessions iTudgo of Barisal in a lengthy Jndgmem found (h.- eG-d.-m-e of 
such a onmmal conspiracy to have been proved, lie ah.o fom.d (ln( (h,‘ 
spiraoy was guilty of various overt nets like daeoitie.s. murder i ,•(,- He c .nvi t i 
and sentenced each of the live accused (» various (.-rtui of imi-ri-onui-m 'i‘ 
assessors also agreed to the finding tlmtaeon.spirney known a- (h.- li.irri d eo isoir . -v 
existed. Ihero was an appeal to the High Court, la (he a, p.-.d m. oK.-m', ( w',i 
m^e by Counsel for tho appellauls (o dispute (be (imhui! Uml d,.- It.nsi 1 ',n 

spiraoy did m act exist. They nj.pareudy lummimts nuly o 1 e 

question as to whether tlie accused imlividmdiv (ook pud in (lii-. con .m. o-v iV 
Courts however foniid that the Barisal eons lirm-y did i,, f.u ( evi..i.'„„;i ' he (1' 
Court iurther obs<-rved that the existence of the couspiru. v «„h lo ,1 u |. , i 
because the ovKlence was so strong that such m, adempt Imd'.m . Imu,... « 'o- 

Amongst others tho lollowmg facts were establiHheil l,y umi eviil-nreaud i-Nlnl.id ; 

(1) That the Barisal Samili was an olTslitmt of d,,, Aiwsilan Kamiii 

Ihorc were also samitia and orgaiiiMidiotis in various r.d,. r nl - « 
Coinilla, Chittagong, imd Feni. " ' 

(2) The organisations were aystematio and conipicp.. The " idea " (as It was 

oalled) was to bo v.oalmiHly preached amongai Htiidents and sehmilhovs 
Ihe membem were gradually initialed into the inner eiiele by y 
of gradually meniasing sol|-n,ni(.y. There were several d'p'.dn Zs 

Aetion depiutment, die \ lolence demirl. 
ment, the Organisation department, (he General deiiadinenf m,- 
The oigamsation (ind the vows, tho methmls of work, eti were Kimilnr 

“ ‘I” »“» »">i-i~y wi i;;,™ "I,:;;;,'!;;; 

(S) Apjotonte I, ichootauton mn nwi,llm™i 

(4) The Sonarang Natleml Sahool wiw om of the teiiwlAfit ni 
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(p The Haldia Hat dacoity, 30th September 1910. 

(2) The Kalagaon dacoity, 7th November 1910. 

(3) The Dadpur dacoity, 30th November 1910. 

(4) The Panditehar dacoity, 30th February 1911. 

(p Hie Goadia dacoity, 29th February 1911. 

(0) The Suliair dacoity, 31st March 1911. 

(7) Reconnoitring for a dacoity at Madariganj, 6th June 1911 

(8) The Golakpur gun theft, 20th July 1911. 

(0) The Kawakuri dacoity, 29th April 1912. 

(10) The Birangal dacoity, 23rd May 1912. 

(11) The Panam dacoity, 10th July 1912. 

(ip The murder of Sarada Chakrabarti in July 1912. 

(13) The Comilla town dacoity, 1st November 1912. 

(14) The Nangalband dacoity, 14th November 1912. 

ficant. Crimes like these are absolutely foreign 
ordinary inclinations of the educated Be^Xali vou^h* 

(iO) Ihe Barisal Samiti had a District Organiser as its head. One Jatin Glmah 
a youth of the bhadralolc class, was at first its head He was sucSed 
by one ol the accused, another bliadraloh youth, named Eamesh Acharva 
Kamesh was a young man of about 21 or 22 at the time of his arrest" 
He was the son of a Government Court reader. Ramesh joined the 
Dacca bamiti after passing his matriculation examination. 

intermediate examination Ramesh was ordered io 
^ntional fechool at Sonarang as a teacher. He obeyed. 
Uhlit at Sonaraug, be committed various crimes. The Sonarang 

Ma \h * . ’'''®l*>^°0‘l,«nder section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, 
and ultimately succeeded Jatm Ghosh as the leader of the Samiti at ' 
Barisal. Ho was convicted in the Barisal conspiracy case. The case 
oi Ramesh Aeharj'a is one of many typical cases that we have come 
i cross 111 winch a stiident and a son of a respectable man was gradually 
drawn into a revolutionary organisatien and ultimately became a 
hardened crimmal at a comparatively early age. He joined the Samiti 
first as an organisation for physical improvement and graduaily be- 
eame enmeshed in the toils of a revolutionary organisation at the age 
of *.1 or 22. But for this organisation he would perhaps have become 
a useful member of society instead of a hardened criminal. 

a) One of the overt acts proved, namely, the murder of Sarada Chakrabarti, 
was an act of cold-bloi^ed murder for supposed faithlessness to the 
objects of the Samiti. (Hie victim wa.9 shot, his head was out off, and 
then the head and the body were thrown into a tank. The district 

police at the time did not even know whose body it teas, and had no 

notion whatever that the crime was the act of a political Organisation. 

A considerable time afterwards as a result of the confession of on' 



Iriya Nath Ichaiya in the Tricliinopolv Jail the Criminal Inrpcti.,., 
tion Department succeeded in learning the true facts n-Iitin" to^Hi > 
cnme. _ lollowmg up the facts stated by Priya Nath th(>v s.Teeeci >,? 
m obtaining unimpeachable corroboration of ‘ the statements ' of 'Priv ! 

^ 

(8) The members of the Samiti had tiro farms (IJi-lonia ami A.iairinr) in Nill 

iippera. Iho farms were ostonsibiy agricultural v,-nturcs hut rcU v 
placM for^tho furtherance of the revolutlonarv or.^. rsu n T •. 
members of the Samiti used to practise shooting in tl,rse farms ^ 

(9) Priya Nath Acharya, Kameali Acliarya, and ollmrs used to join schools 

as teachers for the purpose of recriiitin.. (i.irj f.r .1 nools 

movement and often miciieeded in'tlieir altciiipts 

(10) Letters used to be addressed to ordinary pcrs.ns, wl.o ha.i consented to 
act as post-boxes, so as to evade police ^'igilaiu'p. 

«» of Ho 



ovortlirow the Britisli (Joveri S «t'‘dents) entered into a .■onspirm-y to 

11 ciacoities during a period of aUt two' v'^.rT f"’ 

daeoity, and one theft of a gun. The fwt thi t aliempt at a 

tlve Jtiieea eonsjiiraev ca.se the Biirisai eotwniri,., * Vi in 

how inetleetive ti.e iV. suits of the Dali r hL ‘‘'r""*'"’ 
of view, it most l,e reiuembe d Iwcn from a ,..vi .-ntive point 

Tlie records of the Barisa! sup l,:, 

educated youth of Beiigat tiieae .samitis tri *' ' “ »'> 'll" 

0. A simrel. warrant was issued by the De,,nfv Comwis, inner of .S-lhet in 
Tha R«Ja Baar bomb ^ -ommitte.! at' .Mmdvi 

nul Of '111' warrant in 

Haura, nfiVw Amrita Lai Hie/rn ui.u ' '* **■ i"oiii oeenpieii liy .Sasank'i .''.■hhur 

(loeal luime Raja Bazar), Tli,w im™'o,rli“*' ‘ '‘I"''' 

liazra, Jlinesli Chandra He , (imti tC! Lai) 

were found asleei, inside this r£m a " 'Z‘ 

room nmongst, other tliingslnnirtobuem^ «rrcst.sl, i he pnhoe f„„„d j,, jl.is 

that these woro materials for tlietiroiwimHnn LTi ?’” 'I“‘ “Hoitcd 

Ivalipada Gliosh, nfiVia ITpendra Lai Ituv C I mLi””' 'woiiien, Jiamely, 

dluiri a/to Sunwh C;imndnL . -^ ''^**^^*^^^****** l\b«igvjidra Xiith (fimjis 

of the local tiovernment vw tSS' ♦ different places. .Sanction 

of the Iniliaii Penal C'odo and under fhl PvThl*' * «“'i l~'l B 

mou (except Klmgendra) were eoSi and £ 0 ^'^ •‘'olwfaiices A.-t, IlMW. The 
somnent by tho Ni'ssioim ac «*ntwieisl to vanoiia temn of imuri. 

High Court and tho Government 

and obtwnod rules for eiiliancoment o/um m^imttal of Kliagendra 

convict^ by the SosBiow. Judge. The wSlrw^ h!! 

son. J.J. Below are noted tto 100?^ Riolwnl. 

High Court dated the 25th of ^ "* <>« ‘bo 

tu) Xliat Exhibits Noi« L ¥ VI nnrt tnr 

of bombs M alleged by the mtttoHals for the pro. 

stteients towMSTn.to.cffM 

atfed by theSnT^ «H»tyI«« gotiorator 



(6) That the bombs which were being manufactured at No. 290-1, Upper 
Circular Eoad, were of the same type as the Dalhousie Square bomb 
(dated the 2nd March 1911), the Midnapore bomb (thrown into the 
bouse of an approver, dated the 13th December 1912), the Delhi bomb 
(thrown at the Viceroy on the 23rd December 1912), the Maulvi Bazar 
bomb (dated the 27th March 1913), the Lahore bomb (dated the 17th 
May 1913), the Mymensingh bomb (dated the 30th September 1913), and 
the Bhadreswar bomb (dated the 31st December 1913). 

(c) The system adopted was to use, for the shell of the bomb, a tin of the 

Ivind in which tobacco, cigarettes or condensed mOk is sold and with 
it to use iron discs and iron clamps, 

(d) The experts testified that the various bombs were the work of one con- 

trolling mind and all belonged to the same family. Major Turner, 
one of the experts, said that he had never come across this type of 
bomba, 

(r) Thiit Saaanka was a member of a revolutionary conspiracy, firstly because 
the fact that boml>s of this particular type were found to have been 
used in various places in British India as widely separated from each 
other as Calcutta, Lahore, Delhi, Sylhet, Mymensingh and Midnapore,. 
sluVwed tliat more than one person was engaged in these transactions, 
and secondly because of the revolutionary documents found in his 
room advocating realisation of the independence of India with the- 
* aid of heroic patriots by bloodshed and assassination. ’ 

(/) The comiectiori of the other accused with tne conspiracy was not estab- 
lished. 

These are the main findings so far as the same are necessary for our purposes.. 
There is, however, an interesting portion of the judgment dealing with the meaning- 
of tlie *words “ Maijer Lila (the inscrutable ways of Mother). Two meanings’ 
are suggested — one innocent and the other sinister. The followmg quotation, 
from tile judgiueut illiistrate.s what this sinister meaning is: — ‘At the same time 
tliere can lie no (juc.stion that by a grievous and perverse misapplication of language,. 
— an act of sacrilege wliich merits the strongest condemnation of all right-minded, 
jieople — revolutionaries have applied the exi)ression (“ Mayer Lila ”) to describ©' 
anarchical outrages as if they were deeds sanctioned by the great mother of the- 
universe.’ 

From tlic judgment in tins case as also from the accepted exhibits, the existeiice 
of a criminal conspiracy of a dangerous character is established. The fact that 
bombs were nianufactured and used in difi'erent parts of India, as also the us© 
of bomlm of one common type in places so distant from each other as Delhi, Maulvi 
Ba 7 ,ar, Lahore and Calcutta, is very significant. 



ANNEXUEE (2). 

Statistics as to age, caste, occupation nr prof. ssion of p. r-:>n.- nninr/,; 
VI Bengal of revohitionarn crimes or hilhd in tmuotissinn of <'u; 
crimes during the years 1907 — 17 . 
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